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SATIRA X. 



ARGUMENT. 



The Poefs design in this Satire^ which deservedly holds the 
first rank among all perforrmnces of the Mnd, is to repre- 
sent the various wishes cmd desires of mankind^ and to 
shew the folly of them, He mentions riches^ honours, elo- 
quence^famefor m^artial achievements^ long life^ and heauty^ 
and gives instances of their having proved ruinous to the 

Omnibus in terris, quae sunt a Gadibus usque 

Auroram et Gangem, pauci dignoscere possunt 

Vera bona, atque illis multijm div^sa, i^emota 

Erroris nebula : quid enim ratione timemus, 

Aut cupimus? quid tam dextro pede concipis, ut te 5 

• 

* This Satire has been always ad- Linel. (Mes.] An island without the 

mired ; Bishop Bumet goes so fer, as to Straits of Gibraltar in the south part of 

recommend it (together with Persius) to Spain, divided from the continent by a 

the serious perusal and practice of the small creek. Now called Cadiz, by 

divines in his diocese, as the best com- corruption Cales. 

mon places for their sermons, as the 2. The Easi.'] Aurora, (quasi aurea 

storehouses and magazines of moral vii> hora, from the golden-coloured splendour 

tues, from whence they may draw out, of day-break,) metonym. the East. 

as they have occasion, all manner of as- — Gfanffes.] The greatest river in the 

sistance for the accomplishment of a vir- East, dividing India into two parts. 

tuous life. The tenth Satire (says Cru- 3, 4. Clotid o/ error.} That veil of 

sius in his Lives of the Roman Poets) darkness and ignorance which is over, 

is inimitable for the excellence of its the human mind, and hides from it, as 

morality, and sublime sentiments. it were, the fewulty of perceiving our 
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possessors o/them. He concludes^ iherefore^ that we should 
leave it to the gods to make a choice for us^ they hnowing 
what is most for our good. AU that we can safely ash is 
health of hody and mind: possessed of these^ we have enough 
to make us happy^ and therefore it is not much matter what 
we want beside. 

In all lands, which are from Gades to 

The East and the Ganges, few can distinguish 

True good things, and those greatly different from them, the 

cloud 
Of error removed : for what, with reason do we fear, 
Or desire ? what do you contrive so prosperously, that you 5 

real and best interests, as distinguished dexter-a-um, therefbre, signifies lucky, 

finvm those which are deceitful and ima- fayourable, fortunate, propitious — as 

ginary. laevus-arum, unlucky, inconyenient, un- 

4. What, tmth reason, ^c.] According seasonable. 

to the rules of right and sober reason. Tam dextro pede is equiyalent to tam 

5, So prosperomly^ ^c.] Tam dextro &U8to — secundo— prospero pede. 

pede — on so prosperous a footing — with I pede &usto — go on and prosper. 

eyer snch hope and prospect of success, Hor. lib. ii epist ii 1. 37. So VmG. 

that you may not repent your endeayour ^n. yiii. L 302. 

(conatus) and pains to accomplish it, Et nos et tua deaier adipede sacra se- 

and of your desires^and wishes being cundo, 

fiilly completed and answered ? — ^yotique ^ Approach us^ and thy sacred rites, 

peracti. ** tvith thy favourable presence.'*'' — 

The right and left were ominous — Pes — ^lit. a foot, that member of the 

b2 



4 JUVENALI8 SATIR.>E. sat. x. 

Conatus non poeniteat, votique peracti ? 
Evertere domos totas optantibua ipsis 
Di faciles. Nocitura toga, nocitura petuntur 
Militia. Torrejis dic^ndi co^jat multis, 
Et sua mortifera est ^qiindia; Viribus ille lo 

Confisus periit, admimimisque lacertis. 
Sed plures nimia con^sta pecunia cura 
Strangulat, et cuncta exsuperans patrimonia census, 
Quanto delphinis balsena Britannica major. 
Tempbribus diris igitur, jussuque Neronis, 15 

Longinum, et magnos Senecse praedivitis hortos 
Clausit^ et egregias Lateranorum obsidet aedes 
Tota eohors : rarus venit in coenacula^iles. 
Pauca licet portes argenti vascula puri, 
Nocte iter ingressus, gladium contumque timebis, 20 

Et motse ad lunam trepidabis arundinis umbram. 
Cantabit vacuus coram latbone viator. ^ 
Prima fere vota, et cunctis notissima templis, 



body on which we stand — sometimes Ibnner driven, by the maKce of his ene- 

means the foundation of any thing — ^a mies, to poison himself ; the latter slain 

plot for brUding ; — so, in a moral sense, by order of M. Antony. See Key&- 

those conceptions and contriyances of lbr^s Travels, vol. iL p. 342, note. 

the mind, which, are the foundations of 10. To TUs strengih^ ^c.] Alluding to 

hnman action, on which men build for Milo, the fiunous wrestler, bom at Cro- 

profit or happiness : — this seems to be ton, in Italy, who, presuming too much 

its meaning here. on his great strength, would try whether 

7. The easy gods^ ^c] The gods, by he could not rend asunder a tree which 
yielding to the prayers and wishes of was cleft as it grew in the forest ; it 
mankind, haye often occasioned their yielded at first to his yiolence, but it 
ruin, by granting such things as in the closed presently again, and, catching 
end proyed hurtfdl. So that, in truth, his hands, held him till the wolves de- 
men, by wishing for what appeared to voured him. 

them desirable, have, in ejBfect, them- 12. Destroys^ Lit strangles. Met. 

selves wished their own destruction. ruins, destroys. 

8. By the gown^ ^c.] Toga here being The poet is here shewing, that, of all 
opposed to militia, may fdlude to the things which prove ruinous to the po»- 
gown wom by the senators and magis- sessors, money, and especially an over- 
trates of Rome ; and so, by meton. grown fortune, is one of the most fatal 
signify their civil offices in the govem- — ^and yet, with what care is this heaped 
ment of the state. — q. d. Many have together ! 

wished for a share in the govemment 13. Eccceeding^ ^c.] i.e. Beyond the 

and administration of civil a^rs, others rate of a common fortune. 

for high rank and post of command in 14. ^ British whale.'] A whale foimd 

the army, each of which have been in the British seas. 

attended with damage to those who 16. Longinus.'] Cassius Longinus, put 

have eagerly sought after them. to death by Nero : his pretended crime 

9. A fltient copiousness^ ^c.] Many co- was, ihat he had, in his chamber, an 
vet a great degree of eloquence ; but image of Cassius, one of Julius Caesar^s 
how fatal has this proved to possessors murderers ; but that which really made 
of it ! Witness Demosthenes and Cicero, him a delinquent was his great wealth» 
who both came to violent deaths ; — the which the emperor seized. 
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May not repent of your endeavour, and of your accomplished 

wish? 
The easy gods have overtumed whole houses, themselves 
Wishing it. Things hurtful by the gown, hurtful by warfare, 
Are asked : a fluent copiousness of speech to many 
And their own eloquence is deadly. — He, to his strength lo 
Trusling, and to his wonderftd ^rms, perished. 
But money, heapM together with too much care, destroys 
More, and an income exceeding all patrimonies, 
As much as a British whale is greater than dolphins. 
Therefore in direfiil times, and by the command of Nero, 15 
A whole troop Longinus, and the large gardens of wealthy 

Seneca, [rani — 

Surrounded, and besieged the stately buildings of the Late- 
The soldier seldom comes into a garret. 
Tho^ you should carry a few small vessels of pure silver, 
Going on a joumey by night, you will fear the sword and the 

pole, 20 

And tremble at the shadow of a reed moved, by moon-Hght. 
An empty tkaveller will sing before a robber. 

Gommonly the first things prayed for, and most known at 
all temples, 

— Seneoa, ^c.] Tutor to Nero — sup- not so rich as to become an object of ihe 

posed to be one in Piso'8 conspiracy, but emperor'8 avarice and craelty, yet you 

put to death for his great riches. Sylva- canH travel by night, with the paltry 

nns the tribune, by order of Nero, sur- charge of a little silver plate, without 

rounded Seneca^s magnificent villa, near fear of your life from robbers, who may 

Rome, with a troop of soldiers, and then either stab you with a sword, qr knock 

sent in a centurion to acquaint him with you down with a bludgeon, in order to 

the emperor^s orders, that he should put rob you. 

himself to death. On the receipt of this, 20. Pole.'] Contus signifies a long pole 

he opened the veins of his arms and legs, or stafif — also a weapon, wherewith they 

then was put into a hot bath ; but this used to fight beasts upon the stage. It 

not finishing him, he drank poison. is probable that the robbers about Rome 

17 JSurrounded.'] Beset — encompassed. armed themselves with these, as ours, 

Laterani.] Plautius Lateranus about London, arm themselves with 

had a sumptuous palace, in which he large sticks or bludgeons. 
was beset by order of Nero, and killed 21. Tremble, ^c.] They are alarmed 

80 suddenly, by Thurius the tribune, at the least appearance of any thing 

that he had not a moment^s time allowed moving near them, even the trembling 

him to take leave of his children and and nodding of a bulrash, when its sha- 

&mily. He had been designed consul. dow appears by moonlight. 

18. Thesoldier^ ^c.] Coenaculum signi- 22. Empiy traveller^ &;c.'\ Having no- 
fies a place to sup in — ^an upper cham- thing to losc, he has nothing to fear, and 
ber — also a garret, a cockloft in the top therefore has nothing to interrapt his 
of the house, commonly let to poor peo- joUity as he travels along, though in the 
ple, the inhabitants of which were toopoor presence of a robber. 

to run any risk of the emperor's sending 23. Temples, ^c.] Where people go 

Boldiers to murder them for what they to make prayers to the gods, and to ira- 

had. plore the fulfilment of their dcsires and 

1 9, Tho^you should carry^ ^c.] Though wishes. 
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Divitise ut crescant, ut opes ; ut maxima toto 

Nostra sit arca foro : sed nulla aconita^bibuntur 25 

Fictilibus : tunc illa time, cum pocula sumes 

Gremmata, et lato Setinum ardebit in auro. 

Jamne igitur laudas, quod de sapientibus alter 

Bidebat, quoties a limine moverat unum 

Protuleratque pedem : flebat contrarius alter i 30 

Sed facilis cuivis rigidi censura cachinni : 

Mirandum est, unde ille oculis sufiecerit humor. 

Perpetuo risu pulmonem agitare solebat 

Democritus, quanquam non essent urbibus illis 

PrsBtexta, et trabeae, fasces, lectica, tribunal. S5 

Quid, si vidisset Prsetorem in curribus altis 

Extantem, et medio sublimem in pulvere circi, 

In tunica Jovis, et pictse Sarrana ferentem 

Ex humeris aulsea togse, magnaeque coronse 

Tantum orbem, quanto cervix non sufficit iilla ? 40 

Quippe tenet sudans hanc publicus, et sibi consul 



25. The greaiest^ ^cj The fonuQ, or these things, might indeed reasonably 
market-place, at Rotne, was the place fear being poisooed by somebody, in 
where much money-business was tranfr- order to get their estates. 

acted, and where money-lenders and 28. Do you approve^ Laudas — praise 

borrowers met together ; and he that or commend his condnct ; for while these 

was richest, and had most to lend, was philosophers lived, many accounted them 

sure to make the greatest sums by in- mad. 

terest on his money, and perhaps was One ofihe wise men,6^c.'] Mean- 

most respected. Hence the poet may ing Democritus of Abdera, who always 

be understood to mean, that it was the laughed, because he belieyed our actions 

chief wish of most people to be richer to be folly: whereas Heraclitus of Ephe- 

than others. — Or, he may here allude to sus, the other of the wise men here 

the chests of money belonging to the se- alluded to, always wept, because he 

nators, and other rich men, which were thought them to be misery. 

laid up for safety in some of the build- 29. As oft as^ ^c.] Whenever he went 

ings about the forum, as the temple of out of his house — as oft as he stepped 

Castor, and others. Comp. sat. xiv. L over his threshold. 

258, 9. 30. The oiher.'] Hcraclitus. See note 

No poisons^ ^c.] The poorer sort on line 28. 

of people might drink out of their coarse 31 . 77ie censure^ ^c.] It is easy enough 

cups of earthen ware, without any fear to find matter for severe laughter. Ri- 

of being poisoned for what they had. gidi here, as an epithet to laughter, seems 

26. 7%c7».] Poisons. to denote that sort of censorious sneer 

27. Set with gems.'] See Sfit. v. 1. 37 — which condemns and censures, at the 
45. This was a mark of great riches. same time that it derides the follies of 

Setinc tvine.] So called from Se- mankind. 

tia, a city of Campania. It was a most 32. The wonder is, Scc.'] How Heracli- 

deUcious wine, preferred by Augustus, tus could find tears enough to express his 

and the succeeding emperors, to all grief at human wretchedness, guilt, and 

other. Glows with a fine red colour, woe, the occasions of it are so frequent. 
and sparkles in the cup. 34. In those cities.] As there is at 

Wide gold.] Large golden cups. Rome. — The poet here satirizes the ridi- 

Those who werc rich enough to afford culous appendages and ensigns of oiiice. 
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A re, that riches may increage, and weal th ; that our chest may be 
The greatest in the whole forum : but no poisons are drunk 
From earth^n ware : then fear them, when you take cups 26 
Set with gems, and Setine wine shall sparkle in wide gold. 
Nor therefore do you approve, that one of the wise men 
LaughM, as oft as from the threshold he had moved, and 
Brought forward one foot ; the other contrary, wept ? 30 
But the censure of a severe laugh is easy to any one, 
The wonder is whence that moisture could suffice for his eyes. 
With perpetual laughter, Democritus used to agitate 
His lungs, tho^ there were not,' in those cities, 
Senatorial gowns, robes, rods, a litter, a tribunal. 35 

What, if he had seen the prsetor, in high chariots 
Standing forth, and sublime in the midst of the dust of the 

circus, 
In the coat of Jove,and bearing from his shoulders the T^Tian 
T^pt^stry of an embroiderM gown, and of a great crown 
So large an orb, as no neck is sufficient for ? ' 40 

For a sweating officer holds this, and lest the consul should 



which were so coveted and esteemed by ribns, we may understand that he had 

the Romans, as if they could convey several for different occasions. 

happiness to the wearers. — He would 37. Dtist of the ctrcw».] He stood, by 

also insinuate, that these things were the height and sublimity of his situation, 

made ridiculous by the conduct of the fully exposed to the dust, which the 

possessors of them. chariots and horses of the racers raised. 

35. Senatorial govms,'] Praetexta — so 38. Ckxit of Jove.'\ In a triumphal 
called because they were feced and bor- habit ; for those who triumphed wore a 
dered with purple — wom by the patri- tunic, or garmcnt, which, at other timcs, 
cians and senators. was kept in the temple of Jupiter. 

— Robes.'] Trabeae — rribes wom by 38, 9. The Tyrian tapestry^ ^c.] Sarra, 

kings, consuls, and augurs. a name of Tyrc, where hangings and 

— Rods.'] Fasces — bundles of birchen tapestry were made, as also where the 

rods carried before the Roman magis- fish was caught, from whence the purplc 

tratcs, with an axe bound up in the was taken with which they were dyed. 

middle of them, so as to appear at the This must be a very heavy material for 

top. These were ensigns of their official a gown, especially as it was also em- 

power to punish crimes, either by scourg- broidered with divers colours ; and such 

ing or death. a garment must be very cumbersome to 

— A liiter.] Lectica.— Sat i. 32, note. the wearer, as it himg from his shoulders. 

— TribuncU.] A seat in the forura, 40. So large an orb^ ^c.] Add to this, 

built by Romulus, in the form of an half- a great heavy crown, the circumference 

moon, where the judges sat, who had of which was so large and thick, that no 

jurisdiction over the highest ofFences: neck could*be strong enough to avoid 

at the upper part was placed the sclla bending undcr it 

curulis, in which the pra;tor sat 41.-4 siveating ojfficer.'] Publicus signi- 

36. TTie prcdor^ ^"c. J He describes and fies some official servant, in some public 
derides the figure which the praetor made, office about the prsetor on thcse occa- 
when presiding at the Circensian games. sions, who sat by him in the chariot, in 

— In high chariots.] In a triumphal order to assist in bearing up the crown, 

car, which was gilt, and drawn by four the weight of which made him sweat 

white horses— perhaps, by the plur. cur- with holding it up. 
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Ne placeat, curru servus portatur eodem. 

Da nunc et volucrem, sceptro qu» surgit ebumo, 

IUinc coruicines, hinc prsecedentia longi 

Agminis officia, et niveos ad fraena Quirites, 45 

Defossa in loculis quos sportula fecit amicos. 

Tunc quoque materiam risus inveuit ad omnes 

Occursus hominum ; cujus prudentia monstrat, 

Summos posse viros, et magna exempla daturos, 
(^ f^ ' , Vervecum in patria, crassoque sub aere nasci. 50 

Hidebat curas, necnon et gaudia vulgi, 
^ •"• ^jlnterdum et lachrymas ; cum fortunse ipse minaci 

• / Mandaret laqueum, mediumque ostenderet unguem. 
'^ * ' / * Ergo supervacua haec aut perniciosa petuntur, 
jk f tv*oJLPropter quse fas est genua incerare Deorum. 55 

r Quosdam praecipitat subjecta potentia magnae 

Invidise ; mergit longa atque insignis honorum 



41 . Lest M« consul, ^c.] The ancients citizens, as was usual at triumplis, dressed 

bad an institution, that a slave should in white robes, walking by the side of 

ride in the same chariot when a consul the horses, and holding the bridles. 
triumphed, and should admonish him to 46. The sparttda.^ The dole-basket 

know himsel^ lest he should be too yain. See sat. i l. 95. 

This was done with regard to the prae- — Buried in his cqffers.'] The mean- 

tor at the Circensian games, who, as we ing of this passage seems to be, that 

have seen above, appeared like a victo- these citizens appeared, and gave thcir 

rious consul, with the habit and equipage attendance, not from any real value for 

of triumph — Juvenal seems to use the him, but for what they could get 
word consul, here, on that account He is supposed to have great wealth 

43. Add the bird, ^c] Among other hidden, or buried, in his coffers, which 
ensigns of triumph, the prsetor, on the this piece of attention was calculated to 
aboye occasion, held an ivory rod, or fetch out, in charity to his poor fellow- 
sceptre, in his hand, with the figure of citizens that attended him on this occa- 
an eagle, with wings expanded, as if sion — q. d. All this formed a scene 
rising for flight, on the top of it which would have made Democritus 

44. The trumpeters.l Or blowers of shake his sides with laughing. Comp. 
the hom, or comet These, with the L 3. 34. 

tubicines, which latter seem included 47. T^en also Ae.] Democritus in his 

here under the general name of comi- time. 

cines, always attended the camp, and, 47, 8. At all meetinffs o/ men.'] Every 

on the retum of the conqueror, preceded time he met people as he walked about 

the triumphal chariot, sounding their in- — or, in every company he met with. 
struments. 48. Whose pntdence.] Wisdom, dis- 

7%« preceding ojffkes^ ^c.] Of- cemment of right and wrong. 

ficium signifies sometimes a solemn afr- 50. Of hlodcheads^ Vervex literally 

tendance on some public occasion, as on signifies a wether-sheep, but was pro- 

marriages, funerals, triumphs, &c. (see verbially used for a stupid person: as 

sat ii 1. 132.) Here it denotes, that we use the word sheepish, and sheepish- 

the praetor was attended, on this occa- ness, in something like the same sense, 

sion, by a long train of his friends and to denote an awkward, stupid shyness. 
dependants, who came to grace the so- The poet therefore means, a country 

lemnity, by marching in procession be- of stupid fellows. Plaut Pers. act ii. 

fore his chariot has, Ain' vero vervecum caput ? 

45. Snowy ciHzcns^ {fc.] Many of the — T%ick atr.] Democritus was bom 



8AT. X. JUVENAU8 8AT1RES. 9 

Please hifnself, a slave is carried in the same chariot. 
Now add the bird which rises on the ivory sceptre, 
There the tnimpeters, here the preceding offices of a long 
Train, and the snowy citizens at his bridles, 45 

Whom the sportula, buried in his coffers, has made his friends. 
Then also he foimd matter of laughter at all 
Meetings of men ; whose prudence shews, 
That great men, and those about to give great examples, 
May be bom in thecountry of blockheads, and under thick air. 
He derided the cares, and also the joys of the vulgar, 51 
Andsometimestheirtears; whenhimselfcould presentahalter 
To threafning fortune, and shew his middle nail. 
Therefore, these (are) unprofitable, or pernicious things, 

(which) are askM, 
For which it is lawful to cover with wax the knees of the gods. 
Power, subject to great envy, precipitates some, 56 

A long and famous catalogue of honours overwhelms. 



at Abdera, a city of Thrace, where the tion the gods for, that they are snper- 

air, which was foggy and thick, was sup- fluous * and unnecessary. It likewise 

posed to make the inhabitants dull and follows, that they arelnjurious, because 

stupid. they expose people to the fears and dan- 

So Horace, speaking of Alexander the gers of adverse fortune ; whereas De- 

Great, as a critic of little or no discem- mocritus, who had them not, could set 

ment in literature, says, Boeotum in cras- the frowns of fortune at defiance, pos- 

so jurares aere natum. Epist L lib. ii. sessing a mind which carried him aboye 

1. 244. By which, as by many other worldly cares or fears. 
testimonies, we find that the inhabitants 55. Law/ul.'] Fas signiiies that which 

of Boeotia were stigmatized also in the is permitted, therefore lawfiil to do. 
same manner. Hence Bceoticum inge- — To cover wUh wax^ ^c.] It was the 

nium was a phrase for dulness and stu- manner of the ancients, when they made 

pidity. their vows to the gods, to write them on 

52. Present a halter^ ^c.] Mandare paper, (or waxen tables,) seal them up, 
laqueura alicui, was a phrase made use and, with wax, fasten them to the knees 
of to signify the utmost contempt and of the images of the gods, or to the 
indifference, like sending a halter to a thighs, that bcing supposed the seat of 
person, as if to bid him hang himself. mercy. When their desires were grant- 
Democritus is here represented in this ed, they took away the paper, tore it, 
light as continually laughing at the cares and oifered to the gods what they had 
and joys of the general herd, and as promised. See sat ix. I. 1 39. The gods 
himsclf treating with scom the frowns permit us to ask, but the consequences of 
of adverse fortune. having our petitions answered are often 

53. His middle natZ.] t. e. His middle &tal. Comp. I. 7, 8. 

finger, and point at her in derision. To 56. Precipitates sotne.] riz. Into rain 

hold out the middle finger, the rest being and destraction. 

contracted, and bent downwards, was an 57. Catalogue^ ^c.'] Pagina, in its pro- 

act of great contempt ; like pointing at per and literal sense, signifies a page of 

a person among us. This mark of con- a book, but here alludes to a plate, or 

tempt is very ancient. See Is. Iviii. 9. table of brass, fixed before the statues of 

54. Therefore^ ^c.] It follows, there- eminent persons, and containing all the 
fore, from the example of Democritus, titles and honours of him whose statue 
who was happy without the things which it was. 

people 80 anxiously seek after, and peti- — Overwhdms.] With rain, by ex- 
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Pagina : descendunt statuse, restemque sequuntur ; 
Ipsas deinde rotas bigarum impacta securis 
Csedit, et immefitis franguntur crura caballis. 60 

Jam' strident ignes, jam Follibus al^ue caminis 
Ardet adoratum populo eaput, et crepat ingens 
Sejanus : deinde ex facie toto orbe secunda 
Fiunt>4irceoli, pelves, sartago, patellae. 
-i / Pone domi lauros, duc in GapitoUa magnum G5 

Cretatumque bovem ; Sejanus ducitur unco 
Spectandus : gaudent omnes : quae labra ! quis illi 
Vultus erat ? nunquam (si quid mihi credis) amavi 
Hunc hominem : sed quo cecidit sub crimine 1 quisnam 
Delator ? quibus indiciis l quo teste probavit ? 70 

Nil horum : verbosa et grandis epistola venit 
A Capreis — bene habet ; nil plus interrogo : sed quid 
Turba Bemi ? Sequitur fortunam, ut semper, et odit 

posing them to the envy and malice of — Second face^ ^c.] Sejanus was so 

. , those, in whose power and inclination it &vouFed by Tiberius, that he raised 

xnay be to disgrace and destroy them. him to the highest dignity next to him- 

/:. / . ^ ^ hZ, SUitmsdeioend^ Are puUed down. self. 

— FoUow ihe ropc^ With which the 64. Water-pots, ^c.] The meanest 

populace (set on work by a notion of household utensils are made from the 

doing what would please the emperor, brass, which once conferred the highest 

who had disgraced his prime-minister honour on Sejanus, when representing 

Sejanus) first pulled down all the statues him in the fomi of statues. 
of Sejanus, of which there were many 65. Laurels, Sf^cJ] Here the poet shews 

set up in Rome, and then dragged them the malicious triumph of envy. It was 

with ropes about the streets. customary to adom the doors of their 

59. The driven cm?«.] Impacta — driven houses with crowns, or garlands of lau- 
— forced against. There were some star rel, on any public occasion of joy ; such 
tues of Sejanus, by which he was repre- was the feill of poor Sejanus to his ene- 
sented on horseback ; others in a trium- mies. 

phal car, drawn by two horses (comp. (i^. A white btdl.l The beasts sacrificed 

sal viii. L 3.) ; all which were broken to the celestial gods were white (cretar 

to pieces, the very chariots and horses tum, here, lit. chalked, whited) ; thoso 

demolished, and, if made of brass, caiv to the infemal gods were black. This 

ried to the fire and melted. offering to Jupiter, in his tcmple on the 

60. Undeserving horses, ^c] Their capitol hill, must be supposed to have 
spite against Sejanus, who could alone been by way of thanksgiving for the 
deserve their indignation, carried them fall of Sejanus. A lively mark of the 
to such fury, as to demolish evcn the hatred and prejudice which the pcople 
most innocent appendages to bis state had conceived against liim, on his dis- 
and dignity. grace ; as it follows — 

61. Thefires roar, ^'c.] From the force — Drofig^^d hya hjooh, ^c.] To the Sca- 
of the beilows, in the forges prepared lae Gemoniae, and then thro\vn into the 
for melting the brass of the statues, Tiber. 

— Stoves^ Or fumaces. 67. To be look\l upon.'] As a spectaclc 

62. The head adored, S[c.] Of Sejanus, of contempt to the whole city. 

once the darling of the people, who once — All rejoice.] At his disgrace and 

worshippcd hira as a god. misery the people triumph. 

63. Cracks.] By the violence of the — '* What iips,'*'' S[c.] The poet here 
flames. snpposes a langiiage to bc holden, which 
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Statiies descend and they follow the rope ; 

Th^n» the driven axe, the very wheels of two-horse cars 

Demolishes, and the legs of the iindeserving horses are broken. 

Now the fires roar, now with bellows and stoves, 61 

The head adored by the people burns, and the great Sejanus 

Cracks : then, from the second face in the whole world, 

Are made water-pots, basons, a frying-pan, platters. 

Place laurels at your house, lead to the capitol a large 65 

White bull ; Sejanus is draggM by a hook 

To be lookM upon : all rejoice : " what Ups ? what a coun- 

tenance 
" He had ? I never (if you at all believe me) loved 
" This man : — ^but under what crime did he fall ? who was 
"The informer? from what discoveries? by what witness 

" hath he prov^d it V 70 

" Nothing of these : a verbose and great epistle came from 
" Caprese :" — " It is very well, I ask no more : but what did 
" The mob of Remus V — " It follows fortune, as always, and 

" hates 

is very natural for a prejudiced, igno- Tiberius was at that time at Capreae, 

rant people to utter on such an occasipn, an island on the coast of Naples, about 

as they saw him dragging along by the twenty-five miles south of that city, in- 

hands of the executioner, or perhaps as dulging in all manner of excess and de- 

they viewed him lying dead on the bank bauchery. 

of the Tiber, (comp. 1. 86.) before his The Scalae Gemoniaj was a place ap- 

body was thrown into it. pointed either for torturing criminals, or 

What a blubber-lip'd, ill-looking fel- for exposing their bodics after execution. 

low ! say they. Some derive the name Gemoniae from 

69. Wkat crime, ^c.] What was» one Gemonius, who was first executed 
charged against him (says one) that he there ; others from gemere, to groan, 
should be brought to this. because the place rang with the groans 

70. InformerJ] Delator — his accuser and complaints of those who were put to 
to the emperor. death. It was on the hill Aventinus, 

— What discoveries^ ^cJ\ Of the fact, and there were several steps led up to it, 

and its circumstanccs ? and on what whence the place was called Scalae Ge- 

evidence hath he (t. e. the informer) moniae. The dead bodies of those who 

proved the crime alleged against him ? died under the hands of the executioner 

71. ^ Nothing ofthesey~\ Says the an- were draggcd thither by an iron hook, 
swerer — i. e. there was no regular form and aftcr they had been some time ex- 
of conviction. poscd to public view, were thrown into 

— A great epistle, ^c.] It, some how the Tiber. See Ant. Univ. Hist vol. 

or other, came to the ears of Tiberius, xil p. 214, note/ 

that his favourite Sejanus had a design 73. Mob of Rhemus^ ^c.] L e. The 

upon the empire, on which he wrote a people in general ; so callcd because 

long pompous epistle to the senate, who descended from Romulus and Remus. 

had Sejanus seized, and sentenced him ** How did they behave ?" says the 

to be punished, as is mentioned above : querist. 

viz. that he should be put to death, then — " It folUms fortune^'' ^c.] It is an- 

have an hook fixed in him, be dragged swered — The common people behaved 

through the streets of Rome to the Scalae as they always do, by changing with the 

Gemoniae, and thrown at last into the fortuue of the condemned, and treating 

Tiber. them with the utmost spite. 
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Damnatos. Idem populus, si Nurscia Tusco 

Favisset, si oppressa foret secura senectus 75 

Principis, hac ipsa Sejanum diceret hora 

Augustum. Jampridem, ex quo suffragia nuUi 

Vendimus, efiudit curas — ^nam qui dabat olim 

Imperium, fasces, legiones, omnia, nunc se 

Gontinet, atque duas tantum res anxius optat, ro 

Panem et Gircenses. Perituros audio multos ; 

Nil dubium : magna est fornacula : pallidulus mi 

Brutidius meus ad Martis fiiit obvius aram — 

Quam timeo, victus ne poenas exigat Ajax, 

Ut male defensus ? curramus prsecipites, et, . 85 

Dum jacet in ripa, calcemus Gsesaris hostem. 

Sed videant servi, ne quis neget, et pavidum in jus 

Gervice astricta dominum trahat. Hi sermones 



74. Nunda, ^c] Sejanus was a Tua- ing their magistrates was taken from 
can, bom at Volscinium, where the god- them, and they could no longer sell their 
dess of Nurscia, the same as fortune, was yotes, they had parted with all their 
worshipped. q, d, If fortune had &r cares about the state. 

voured Sejanus. — For it.] That same populace^ 

75. Secure old age, ^o.] If Tiberius . — Which once gave^ ^c.] By their 
had thought himself secure from any having the right of election, conferred 

.plot against him,and therefore had taken public offices on whom they chose. 

no measures to prevent the consequences 79. AuthorHg.'] Power, or govem- l 

of it. ment ; this alludes to the great offices ^ 

76. Oppress^d.] By death, firom the in the state, which were once elective ^ 
hands of Sejanus. q. d. If the plot of by the people. 1 
Sejanus had succeeded, and the emperor — Fasoe8.'\ Consuls and prsetors, who 
dethroned. had the fiusces carried before them. 

— Would^ f^e.] That very populace —Legions.] Military prefectures. 

who now treat the poor feUen Sejanus so — AU ihinga.'] All elective offices. 

ill, would have made him emperor, and 79, 80. Itself refraiMs,] From con- 

have changed his name to the imperial cems of state. 

tide of Augustus. 80. Only wishes, ^c.] Now they care 

— 7%M wry Ao«r.] Insteadofhisbeing for nothing else, at least with any 

put to death, dragged by the hook, and anxiety, but for bread to be distributed 

insulted by the populace, they would, at to them as usual, by the command of the 

that very hour, have been heaping the emperor, to satisfy their hunger ; and 

highest honours upon him. So precar the games in the circus to divert them : < 

rious, fluctuating, and uncertain, is the of these last the populace were very 

fevour of the multitude 1 fond. See sat xi. 53. 

77. We sell, ^c.] The poorer sort of 81. ^ I hear many;^ ^c.] Here begins 
plebeians used to sell their votes to the a fresh discourse on ^e occasion and 
candidates for public offices, before Ju- cireumstance of the time. 
lius Caesar took from them the right of I hear, says one of the standers by, 
electing their magistrates. Since that that Sejanus is not the only one who is 
time — to sufier ; a good many more will be cut 

78. If] The populace. off, as well as he, about this plot No 
— Done with cares.] Effudit, literally, doubt, says the other — 

has poured out, as a person erapties a 82. The fumace is large.] And made 

vessel by pouring out the liquor. The to hold more statues for melting than 

poet means, that since the right of electr those of Sejanus. See 1. 61. 
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, ,1 

" PANIM mH OIBOmSES.'' ^^75 

TO THB EDITOB OP THB TIMBS. '®' 

-Eveiy oiie will bars zead with isteiMt aad 

itioii, in The Timei of tho 196h inst., tho eaznnt ) 

igbt7 A^ldress giy^Q h/ Sir Bdward Fzj in pzo* 
07er the annnal meeting at the QfriMhall of 
iteal Poor IiBw<Soz4ec«noe. Bot itisaawellat 
> atate pablioly tbat the lines he qaotea froa» 

(X., 7S-61) have not the ominoiis se&ae for ua 
wiad Fry woold give them, when ti&Ba with the 
s line, 77. It waa ooly in oonse^iinoce of tha 

hsndng besA dBpdyed dmdng the OiTil Wazs and 
wfaig Bmpize of l^ zight of Toting, that dacing 
liniazgBnqiirotheyloatnllaeBBeof reapoBsibilitj ^ 

o conoezns, and eamo to car»onl7 for ^ ebaiitable 

tdfreepaaseatofqpectaeaiareHtertafamientB." Aj O 

mse ** ponem et ciioeDses ^ is jost now being 
tly uasd withoat tfae ioUooatezt, I wHl qaote tha 

ficoBL Ja^aQal in whioh it oooan, aatcanoated 8—« 

^ ex^pu> aoffragia znAi 

'aunBimjs, effodit^oazas, nam qoi daoat oiiia 
nfMsiasi, faaociiL legzenea^ oomia, i^imo ae 
cotinfit, atqoadBias tantamreaaiudus cptat. 






e 



Q 

it 



e 

et^cizcenaes. ...""' ^ 

1 fain add GiSord^s zhymed tzanshctkm, it ia a« ^ 

nBemonicand olose : — 

- idnGO their votes faave been no longar boo^ht» 
ibllo oazes aze vanisfaed f rom their thoo^t ; 
faboe wiio onee with nnresisted^way, 
OQhiea, emj^ires, everything away, 
wo poor daims haive long renoonced tho whole^ 
loiT' aakr-Ihe CiJDcaa and the Dole." 

Eal of Froverbe xx., 3, I am not g<Hng to meddla 

» qoestion of "" State leHei " ; bot the disoaasioQfl 

rotighoot the conntry jost now often recall to ma 

idote that weot the romid of tiia wfudd in 1818 ] 

)» levolotionary mob in Pazis were said to ha¥€ 

»d of one of the Botbadiilds ihe instant diatnba* 

tiieir fabled fortone. '^W^dl, howmochisil 
tho Botbsohild of the deiegation] ? And to liow 
ive I to distribate it ?" Hiey gave both figozea ; 
ifa, hwing made the calculation bef ore them, 1» 
y began offezing those pzesent, as thsir share, a 
ich. They canght the point of this object4eaBon 

and the ready wit of it ; and, laiighing ootzight 
iselves, and waving tbe profezzed fiancsaaide, 
>ff wiser men f or lif e, and menierior tfae monyent I 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 

your most obedient sezvant, 

QBOBGB BIBDWOOD. 



•*iimou8 Ajax, wfaen OTerS)A^ iSieur^ten upon their le«. 
other Yictus Ajax, deBtroy all that he 88, 9. Tke dS^urm, ^c.] V^tx^ 
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<!Japper. 

^ Candy, Mrs. Caimes, by the Duchess of Newcnv 

IJ^ Cave, Miss Blanche, by Lady Waechter. 

Pa Croft, Mrs. Henry Page, by th© Dowager Ladj 

■p Colman, Lady, by Mrs. R. K. Caoston* 

i J Coventry, the Hon. Mrs. Henry, on her maniai 

J^ mother-in-law, the Coiintess of Coventryi 

VCiemer, Mrs. Wfndham, on her marriage, by 
Mrs. Ulick Colbome. 
J]3 Qiampemowne, Mis. Aitbor, oa hermaniagi 

CB«mell Coleridge. 
* Cranbrook, the Countess of, by tha Maid 

P; Salisbory. 

NCoIefax, Mrs. Arthtcr, by Lady Fletefaer Movlto 
Clowes, Mrs. Emest, by her mother-in-law, 
B: Mrs. Clowes. 

Q' Dibdin, Miss EIi3Sidi>eth, by Lady Dibdm. 
Dorrien, Lady Smith-, by the Marchioness of S 
U Drummond, Miss Jeen, by her mother, tha I 

Dmmmond of Megginch. 
de Versan, Miss Ecuth, by her mother, Msb 



S< Versan. 

/^ Dickson, MisB Nellie, by hec mother, Mts 

^ Dickson. 

Dawnay, Mrs. O^» on ^^ marriage, by her i 

law, the Lady Victoria Dawnay. 
Dickson, Mrs. Edward, by Mrs. Benyon. 
de Trafford, Miss Gerurade, by Mrs. F. Soott-1 
^ Dobson, Mrs. Alf red, by the Comitess Beanohai 

d.e Donglas, Lacfy, by the Marohioness of Salisbur 

wi Dilke,.Mrs. Fisher, by Mrs. F. H. Mellor. 

vo Dawson, Lady, by the Manchioness of Salisbnr: 

D'Aeth, the Lady Nina Haghes, by her m 
l^ Conntess of Cranbrook. 

pj. Dawkins, the Lady Bertha, on appointment as 

^^ the Beddiamber to the Princess of Walc 

^ Lady Marv Porbes Trefosis. 

*''* de Versan, Mrs. Baoul C, by the Lady Conhis. 

Evans, Mrs. Bryan, on her marriage, by the Lt 
h» Dawkins. 

S* Ewing, Miss Janei On-, by the Lady Angnsta ( 

d< Eliot, Mrs. Edward, by the Hon. Mrs. Csailes 

Edwards, Lady, by Mrs. George Whiteley. 
^ Emmott, Miss Dorothy, by her mothez, M 

r|] Elmmott. 

I^ Ellison, Lady, by the Lady All^dale. 

7v Freemantle, Mrs. Francis, on her marriage, b 

** Lawrence. 

Fergusson, Miss Catlar, by the Hon. M: 
V^ Somerset. 

ic Fergusson, Miss Esm^ Cutlar, by the Hon. h 

-tl bomerset. 

^m: Farrant, Mrs. Henry, by her mother-iA-lavi 

2^ , Farrant. 

^ French, Lady, by the Countess Beanchamp. 

Glondinnlng, Mrs., by Mrs. A. Birrell. 
GoIdsmiUi, Mrs. St. Barbe, on her marria| 
I* mother^ Mrs. Stone Wigg. 

5^ Gumer, Mjs. Victor, by Lady Jackson. 

V Gladstone, Mrs. Arthur S., by Lady Bdwarda. 

^ Giffard, Mrs., by the Lady Medway. 

tf Gaskell, the Laay Constance Milnes, on her n 

the Conntess of Portsmouth. 
Girvin, Miss Brenda, by her mother, Mrs. Gir 

^;*:«f brpou^ng out-theliq«or. «^f^tHJ^u.u^uSJH^-Safe g^^rlj^ltmg than 
pet Ui.% that •iiiee the right rf elect. th<-e of Sejanu^ See L 61, 



8AT. X. JUVENAL'S SATIRES. 13 

" The condemnM — Tlie same people, if Nurscia had favourM 
" The Tuscan — if the secure old age of the prince had been 75 
" Oppressed, would, in this very hour, have called Sejanus, 
*' Augustus. Long ago, ever since we sell our suffrages 
" To none, it has done with cares ; for it, which once gave 
" Authority, fasces, legions, all things, now itself 
" Befrains, and anxious only wishes for two things, ^ 80 
" Bread and the Circenses.''^ — " I hear many are about to 

*^ish "— 
" No doubt : the furnace is large : my friend Brutidius 
" Met me, a little pale, at the altar of Mars'' — 
" How I fear lest Ajax conquer^d should exact punishment, 
" As defended badly ! — let us run headlong, and, while he 85 
" Lies on the bank, trample on the enemy of OaBsar. 
" But let the slaves see, lest any should deny it, and drag into 
" Law their fearful master with shackled neck:^^ these were 

the 



82, 3. Brutidim met meJ] This was a ^ takes to be his enemies, as Ajax de- 

rhetorician and ^imous historian, a great ^ stroyed the sheep and oxen, when he 

£riend of Sejanus, and therefore was '^ran mad on his defeat, taking them 

horridly frightened, lest it should he his " for the Grecians on whom he vowed 

tum next to he apprehended and put to " revenge." Other expositions are given 

death, as concemed in the conspiracy. to this place, but I think this suits best 

84. Lest Ajaa: conquer^d, jfc. j Allud- with L 82, 3. 

ing to the story of Ajax, who, being 85. Let us run, ^c.] As precipitately, 

overcome in his dispute with Ulysses as &st as we can ; let us lose no time 

about the armour of Achilles, (see Ovid. to avoid Ihe emperor^s suspicion of our 

Met lib. xiii.) went mad, feU upon man &vouring Sejanus, and wreaking his 

and beast, and afterwards destroyed vengeance upon us. 

himself, — While Ae.] Sejanus — i. e, his corpse. 

These seem to be the words of Bruti- 86. Lies on the bankJ] i. e, Exposed on 

dius, expressing his fears of being sus- the bank, before it is thrown into the 

pected to have been concemed in the river Tiber. 

conspiracy with Sejanus ; and, in order — Trample, ^c.] Set our feet upon his 

to wipe oiT all imputation of the kind, corpse, to shew our indignation against 

not only from himsel^ but from the this supposed enemy of Tiberius. 

person he is speaking to, he advises 87. Let the daves see^ ^e.] That they 

that no time should be lost, but that may be witnesses for their masters, in 

they should hasten to the place where case these should bef accused of not hav- 

the corpse of Sejanus was exposed, and ing done it, or of having shewn the least 

do some act which might be constraed respect to Sejanus, and so be brought 

into an abhorrence of Sejanus, and con- under the displeasure of the emperor, 

sequently into a zeal for the honour and and hurried to judgment 

service of the emperor. 88. ** ShacMed necV^] Those who 

" How I fear," says Bratidius, looking were dragged to punishment had a chain 

aghast, "lest the emperor, thinking his or halter festened about the neck ; this 

" cause not cordially espoused, and that was the condition of some when brought 

•* he was badly defended, should wreak to trial ; so, among us, felons, and others 

" his vengeance on such as he suspects accused of capital offences, are usually 

•* to have been too remiss, and, like the brought to their trial with gy ves or fet- 

" furious Ajax, when overcome, like an- ters upon their legs. 

** other victus Ajax, destroy all that he 88, 9, TTie disoourses, ^c.] Thus do 
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Tunc de Sejano : secreta haec murmura vulgi. 

Visne salutari sicut Sejanus ? habere 90 

Tantundem, atque illi summas donare curules? 

Illum exercitibus praeponere ? tutor haberi 

Principis, augusta Oaprearum in rupe sedentis 

Oum grege Ohaldseo ? vis certe pila, cohortes, 

Egregios equites, et castra domestica — ipidnr^ 95 

fiSag cupias ? et qui nolunt occidere quenquam, 

Posse volunt. Sed quse prseclara, et prospera tanti, , 

Oum rebus Isetis par sit mensura malorum ? // 

Hujus, qui trahitur, prsetextam sumere mavis, • i-* ^ * 

An Fidenarum, Gabiorumque esse potestas, . ' . . 100 

Et de mensura jus dicere, vasa minora 

Frangere pannosus vacuis sedilis Ulubris? 

Ergo quid optandum foret, ignorasse fateris 

Sejanum : nam qui nimios optabat honores, 

Et nimias poscebat opes, numerosa parabat 105 

Excelsse turris tabulata, unde altior esset 

Oasus, et impulsse prseceps immane ruinse. 

the people talk about poor Sejanns, tlie prosperoiis Sejanus. See the last n. ad 

remembrance of his greatneBS being all fin. 

passed and gone, and his shameful suf- 92. Guardian^ ^c.] Who, in the ab- 

ferings looked upon with the most igno- sence of Tiberius, at his palace on the 

minious contempt. rock at Capreae, (see note on L 71, 2, ad 

90. ScUuted, ^c.] You, who think hap- fin.) amidst a band of astrologers from 
piness to consist in the fevour of the Chaldaea, (who amused the prince with 
prince, in great power, and high prefer- their pretended knowledge of the stafs, 
ment, what think you ? do you now and their govemment of human afiairs,) 
wish to occupy the place which Sejanus goyemed all his affairs of state, and ma- 
once held, to have as much respect paid naged them, as a tutor or guardian 
you, to accumulate as many riches, to manages the afiairs of a youth under age. 
have as many preferments and places of Thus high was Sejanus in the opinion 
honour in your gift ? and confidence of Tiberius ; but do you 

91. Chief chairs, ^c.] Summas cnru- enyy him ? 

les. The poet speaks in ihe plural num- 94. Javelins.'] Pila were a kind of 

ber, as each of the great offices of Rome javelins with which the Roman foot 

had a chair of state, made of ivory, were armed : therefore the poet is here 

carved, and placed in a chariot — curru — to be understood as saying to the person 

in which they were wont to be carried with whom he is supposed to discourse, 

to the senate ; so the praetor had his sella ^ You certainly wish to be an officer, 

curulis, in which he was carried to the ** and to have soldiers under your com- 

forum, and there sat in judgment See " mand." 

before, 1. 35, n. No. 4. When an sedile — Cohorts.'] A cohort was a tenth paft 

was a person of senatorial dignity, he of a legion. 

was called curulis, from the curule chair 95, D&mestio tentSf S^c.'] The castra 

in which he was carried. domestica were composed of horse, who 

Summas curules, here, is used in a were the body-guards of the prince or 

metonymical sense, like curule ebur, praetor ; hence called also praetoriani. 

HoR. lib. i. epist vi. 1. 53, 4. to denote These seem to have been something like 

the chief offices in the state, which had our life-guards. 

all been in the disposal of the once- — " Whi/ should you not,'''' ^u] What 
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Discourses then about Sejanus ; these the secret murmurs of 

the vulgar. 
Will you be saluted as Sejanus i have 90 

As much — and give to one chief chairs of state — 
Set another at the head of armies ? be accounted guardian 
Of a prince, sitting in the august rock of Capreae, 
With a Ghaldsean band ? you certainly would have javelins, 

cohorts, 
Choice horsemen, domestic tents. " Why should you not 95 
" Desire these things^ Even those who would not kill anyone 
Would be able. But what renowned and prosperous things 

are of so much 
Value, since to posterity there may be an equal measure of 

evils ? 
Had you rather take the robe of this man, who is dragg^d 
Along, or be the power of Fidense, or Gabii, lod 

And judge about a measure, and lesser vessels 
Break, a ragged aedile at empty Ulubrae ? — 
Therefore, what was to be wishM for, you will confess Sejanus 
To have been ignorant : for he who desired too many honours, 
And sought too much wealth, was preparing numerous 105 
Stories of an high tower, from whence his fall might be 
Higher, and the precipice of his enforced ruin be dreadfid. 



harm, say you, is there in sach a de- the burghs of Italy, was an officer who 

sire ? — ^ I donH desire this for the sake had jurisdiction oyer weights and mea- 

" of hurting or killing any body." — snres, and if these were bad, he had 

** Aye, that may be, but still, to know authority to break them. He was an 

" that such a thing may be in your officer of low rank, and though, like all 

"power, upon occasion, gives you no magistrates, he wore a gown, yet this 

" small idea of self-importance.** haying been deliyered down from his 

97. What renowned^ ^c.] But, to con- predecessors, was old and ragged, very 

sider cooUy of the matter, what is there unlike the fine robe of Sejanus, and other 

so valuable in dignity and prosperity, chief magistrates at Rome. See Pbrs. 

since, amid the enjoyment of them, they sal i. 1. 1 30, and note. 
are attended with an equal measure of — Empiy UMyrmJ} A small town of 

uneasiness, and when a &tal reverse, Campania, in Italy, very ihinly inha- 

even in the securest and happiest mo- bited. Comp. sat iii. L 2. 
ments, may be impending P the evil, 103. Therefore, ^c.] In this, and the 

therefore, may be said, at least, to coun- four following lines, the poet very finely 

terbalance the good. applies what he has said, on the subject 

99. Cf ihis man, ^c.] Of Sejanus. of Sejanus, to the main argument of 
Had you rather be invested with his this Satire ; viz. that mortals are too 
dignity ? short-sighted to see, and too ignorant to 

1 00. The porver.'] The magistrate of know, what is best for them, and there- 
some little town, like Fidenae, or Gabii. fore those things which are most coveted, 
See sat. vi l. 56, 7. Called in Italy, often prove the most destructive ; and 
Podestk Something like what we should the higher we rise in the gratification of 
call — a country justice. our wishes, the higher may we be raising 

102. A ragged adile.'] Pannosus sig- the precipice from which we may &1L 
nifies patched or ragged. The sedile, in 107. En/oroed rtmL] Impuls» ruinaB, 



/ 
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•- ' \^J^ <-< < — ^ 
Quid Crassos, quid Pompeios evertit, et illum, , / 
Ad sua qui domitos deduxit flagra Quirites ? i * ^^ / 

Summus nempe locus, nulla non arte petitus, ' <f ^ 'Ho^'^ 

^ Magnaque numinibus vota exaudita malignis. 
/ (^ /2\ Ad generumjQey§i.i:Mk sine csede et vulnere pauci 
iJescendunt reges, et sicca morte tvranni. 

Eloquium ac famam Demosthems, aut Ciceronis 
Incipit optare, et totis Quinquatribus optat, 116 

; . .Quisquis adhuc uno parta m cqlit asse Minervam, 
Quem sequitur custos angustse vernula capsaB : 
. Eloquio sed uterque perit orator : utrumque 
Largus et exundans letho dedit ingenii fons : 
Ingenio manus est et cervix csesa ; nec unquam 120 

Sanguine causidici maduerunt rostra pusilli. 

O fortunatam natam, me consule, Bomam ! 

Antoni gladios potuit contemnere, si sic 

Omnia dixisset : ridenda poemata malo, ^ 

Quam te conspicuse, divina Philippica, famae. 125 

/ ({:■': ^' ' ■' '■ , c ; , ^r- .» : ^ * ^ 

into which he was driyeii, as it were, by liable to be treated in the most hnmi- 

the enyy and malice of those enemies, liating manner. 

which his greatness, power, and prospe- 110. Chief plaoe.'] The ambition of 

rity, had created. Impulsse, metaph. reigning absolutely. The poet here 

alluding to the yiolence with which a Bhews the &tal source of misery to the 

person is thrown, or pushed, from an aspiring and ambitious ; namely, a rest- 

high precipice. Immane — dreadful — less desire after greatness, so as to leave 

immense — ^huge — great. no stone untumed to come at it — nulla 

108. The (^xtssu] M. Crassus making non arte, &c 
war upon the Parthians for the sake of 111. Greai vows.] i. e. Wishes and 
plunder, Surena, general of the enemy, prayers for greatness, honours, riches, 
slew him, and cut oS his head and his &c 

hand, which he carried into Armenia to — Bjf maHgnani gods — ] Who, pro- 

his master. yoked by the unreasonable and foolish 

— The P(mpey8.'\ Pompey the Great, wishes of mortals, punish them, with 

being routed at the battle of Pharsalia, accepting their yows, and with granting 

fled into Egypt, where he was perfidi- their desires. Comp. L 7, 8. 
ously slain. He kft two sons, Cneius 112. Son-m-law qf Ckres.] Pluto, the 

and Sextus ; the first was defeated in &,bled god, and king of the infemal re- 

a land battle in Spain, the other in a gions: he stole Proserpina, the daughter 

sea-iight on the coast of Sicily. We are of Jupiter and Ceres, and carried her to 

not only to understand here Crassus and his subterranean dominions. 
Pompey, but, by Crassos et Pompeios, The poet means here to say, that few 

plur. aU such great men who haye BEillen of t^e great and successful ambitious 

by ill-&ted ambition. die, without some yiolence committed 

109. Brovght doum, ^c.] t. e. Julius upon them. 
Caesar, who, after he had obtained the 113. ^ dry decUh.'] Without blood- 
soyereignty, partly by arms and yiolence, shed. 

partly by art and intrigue, was publicly 115. The whole^ J*^.] Minerya was the 

assassinated in the senate-house, as a goddess of leaming and eloquence ; her 

tyrant and enemy to the liberty of his festiyal was celebrated for five days, 

country. His scourges — t. e. made them hence called Quinquatria ; during this 

slayes, as it were, and subject to his will, the school-boys had holidays. 
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What overthrew the Crassi, the Pompeys, and him who 
Brought down the subdued Bomans to his scourges l 
Why truly, the chief place, sought by every art, iio 

And great vows listenM to by malignant gods. 
To the son-in-law of Oeres, without slaughter and wound, few 
Kings descend, and tyrants by a dry death. 

For the eloquence and fame of Demosthenes or of Cicero, 
He begins to wish, and does wish during the whole Quin- 
quatria, 115 

Whoever reveres Minerva, hitherto gotten for three farthings, 
Whom a little slave foUows, the keeper of his narrow satchel : 
But each orator perishM by eloquence ; each 
Alarge^andoverflowingfountain of geniusconsigned to death. 
The hand and neck was cut off by a genius ; nor ever 120 
Were rostra wet with the blood of a weak lawyer. 
O fortunatam^natam, me consule, Bomam ! 
He miglit have contemn^d the swords of Antpny, if thus 
He bad said all thmgs. I like better laughable poems, 
Than thee, divine Philippic of conspicuous fame, 125 

V 

116. Whoever reveres, ^c.] The poor danger of any design against his life, by 
school-boy, who has got as much leam- what he was capable of saying in 
ing as has cost him about three &r- pilblic. 

things ; i. e, the merest young beginner 122. O /ortunatam, ^c.] Mr. Dryden 
at the lower end of the school. renders this line, 

117. A meli^ <fc.] ThU is a na- p for^Md Oe dying «ote, of 
tural unage of little master going to d 

school^ ^th a senrant-boy to cany his y^ ^"^ ^ ^ ^y ^ 

satchel of books after hun, and heightens d > 

the ridiculous idea of his coveting the 

eloquence of the great orators. and obserres, that ^ the Latin of this 

118. Each oratory ^c.] See note on ** couplet is averse of Tully's, (in which 
1. 9. i, e. Both Demosthenes and Cicero. ** he sets out Ihe happiness of his own 
Demosthenes, to avoid the cruelty of ^ consulship,) £unous for the vanity and 
Antipater, poisoned himsel£ ** ill poetry of it^ 

120. Hand and neck, ^0.1 Of Cicero, It is bad enough ; but Mr. Dryden 
which were cut off by the emissaries of has made it still worse, by adding more 
Antony, when they attacked and mur- jingles to it Howeyer, to attempt 
dered him in his litter^ on the road. translating it is ridiculous, because it 
They, i. e. Tully^s head and hand, were disappoints the purpose of the passage, 
-afterwards fixed up at the rostra, from which is to gire a sample of Tully^s bad 
whence he had spoken his Philippics, by poetry in his own words. 

order of Antony. I2'd. I/ thus, ^c.] q. d. If Tully had 

— CW o/f £;y^«nn(«.] t.6. His capacity never written or spoken better than 

and powers of eloquence,' which he this, he needed not to have dreaded any 

used against Ant($ny, brought this upon mischief to himself ; he might have de- 

him. *■ * .i^X fied the swords which Antony employed 

121. iios^m.] A place in the forum, against him. 

where lawyers and orators harangued. 124. Laughable poems.l Ridcnda — ri- 

See AiNSW. Rostra, No. 2. No weak diculous, that are only fit to be laughed 

lawyer, or pleader, could ever make him- at - 
self of consequence enough to be in 125. Divine Phil.ippic.'\ Meaning Ci- 

VOL. IL c 
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Volveris a prima quse proxima. Saevus et illum 
Exitus eripuit, quem mirabantur Athense 
Torrentem, et pleni moderantem frsena theatri. 
Dis ille adversis genitus, fatoque sinistro, 
Quem pater ardentis massse fuligine lippus. 130 

A carbone et forcipibus, gladiosque parante 
Incude, et luteo Vulcano ad rhetora misit. 
Bellorum exuvise, truncis affixa trophseis 
^;;^.^ Lorica, et fracta de casside buccula pendens, 
(, f .. Et curtum temone jugum, victaeque triremis 135 

Aplustre, et summo tristis captivus in arcu, 
r t , llumanis majora bonis creduntur : ad hsec se 
/' ^ / Bomanus, Graiusque ac Barbarus induperator 
*^ ' Erexit : causas discriminis atque laboris 

r.>f i\ / Inde habuit. Tanto major fam^ sitis est, quam 140 

VlRTUTIS : QUIS ENIM VIRTUTEM AMPLECTITUR IPSAM, 

Pr^mia si tollas ? patriam tamen obruit olim 



cero^s second Philippic, which, of all the to have been the son of a blacksmith at 

fourteen orations which he made against Athens. 

Antony, was the moet cutting and se- — ty a huming num.l Large masscs 

yere, and this probably cost him his of iron, when red-hot out of the forge, 

life. are very hurtfiil to the eyes of the 

He called these orations Philippics, as workmen, from their great heat. 
he tells Atticus, because in the fceedom 131. Cocd andpincers^ ^c.] His father 

and manner of his speech he imitated at iirst thought of bringing up his son 

the Philippics {^iXiinriKOL KoryoC) of Demosthenes to his own trade ; but he 

Demosthenes, whose orations against took him from this, and put him to a 

Philip were so called. rhetorician to be taught eloquence. 

126. /2oZ/W wp, ^c.] Volveris. The 132. X)jr^ Vtdcan.'] Vulcan was the 

books of the ancients were roUed up in fabled god of smiths, whose trade is 

volumes of paper or parchment ; this very filthy and dirty. Sat. xiil L 44, 

£unous Philippic stood decond in the 45. 
Tolume. See sat xiv. L 102. 133. Maimed trophies.'] The trophy 

127. Athens admired.'] Demosthenes. was a monument erected in memory of 

See note on L 9. victory. The custom came from the 

128./?apt(2.]Torrentem,hiseloquence Greeks, who, when they had routed 

rapid and flowing, like the torrent of a their enemies, erected a tree, with all 

river. the branches cut off, on which they su»t 

— ModeraJting — ] Or goveming the pendedthe spoils of armour which they 

full assembly of his hearers as he had taken from them, as well as other 

pleased, as a horse is govemed and ensigns of victory : several of which the 

managed by a rein ; so Demosthenes poet here enumerates ; but as nothing 

regulated and govemed the minds of was entire, the poet calls them maimed 

his auditory. trophies. 

129. Gods adverse, §*<?.] It was a cur^ 134. A bearer."] Buccala, from bucca, 
rent notion among the ancients, that the cheek, seems to have been that part 
where people were unfortunate in their of armour which was &stened to the 
lives, the gods were displeased at their helmet, and came down over the cheeks, 
birth, and always took a part against and fastened under the chin. 

them. 135. Beam.] Temo was the bcam of 

130. His/ather.] Dcmosthenes is said the wain, or the draught-tree, whereon 
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Who art roird up next from the first. Him also a eruel 

Death snatched away, whom Athens admired, 

Eapid, and moderating the reins of the full theatre. 

He was begotten, the gods adverse, and fate un^ropitious, 

Whom his father, blear-eyed with the reek of a burning mass, 

From eoal and pineers, and from the anvil preparing 131 

Swords, and from dirty Vulean, sent to a rhetorieian. 

The spoils of war, to maimed trophies a breast-plate 
Fixed, and a beaver hanging from ^ broken helmet, 
A yoke deprived of its b6am, the flag of a conquer'd 135 
Three-oarM vessel, and a sad captive at the top of an arch, 
Are believed to be greater than human goods : for these 
The Boman, Greek, and Barbarian commander hath 
Exerted himself : the causes of danger and labour hath had . 
From thence. Safiiuch greater is the thirst of fame than uo 
Of Virtue : Fcm who embraces even vtrtue itself, 
If You TAKE AWAY iTs REWARDs ? — ^yct formcrly the glory of 
a few 

tihe yoke hung : by this the chariot was may be allnded to, who, While they wero 

BQpported and conducted, while diawn catching at military faine, perished mi- 

by the yoke. eerably. 

136. A sad capHve^ ^c.] On the top Barltarian.'] A name which the 

of the triumphal arch, which was bnilt Greeks and Romans were fond of fixing 

upoB these occasions, they made some on all but themselves. 

wretched captive place himself, and Here may be meant Hannibal, the 

thero fiit bemoaning his wretched &te, greatQarthaginiangeneral,who,whUehe 

while the conquerors were exulting in vexed the Romans with continual wars, 

their victory. So Dryden : occasioned the overthrow of his country, 

— an arch qfvictory, and his own miscrable dcath. 

On whose h^fh conoea sUs a captive /oe, 139. Cauaes qf danffer, ^c.] These 

And sighmg casts a fnoum/td look b&- things have been tho grand motives of 

low. their exertions, in the very lEace of diffi- 

137. To be ffreater^ S^c.'] Sueh is the culty, and even of death. 
folly of mankind, that these wretched 140. So much ffreater, ^c.] «. e. AU 
trifles are looked upon not only as bear- would be great ; how few wish to be 
ing the highest valu^ but as something good I 
more than hnman. 142. I/ you tahe away^ ^c.] Who is 

— For ihese, ^c.] Commanders of all so disinterestedly virtuous, as to love 

nations have exerted themselves, through and embrace virtue, mcrely for the sake 

every scene of danger and fatigue, in of being and doing good ? indeed, who 

Mder to get at these ensigns of &me would be virtuous at all, unless the fame 

and victory. Erexit se — ^hath roused and reputation of being so brought 

himself to mighty deeds. something with them to gratify the pride 

138. The JRomcm.] By the Roman, and vanity of the human heart ? Virtue 
perhaps, we may understand Julius seldom waSks forth, saith one, without 
Caesar, M. Antony, and others, who, vanity at her side. 
while they were groedily following — The ffhry o/ a /ew.] As Marius, 
military glory, were preparing ruin for Sylla, Pompey, Antony, &c. — q. d. Ma- 
diemselves, as well as many sad ca- ny instances have there been, where a 
lamities to their country. few men, in search of fame, and of the 

— Cfreek.] Here Miltiades and The- gratification of their anibition, have been 
mistocles, thc two Athenian generals, the destroyers of their country. 

c2 
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Gloria paucorum, et laudis, titulique cupido 

Hsesuri saxis cinerum custodibus ; ad qua? 

Discutienda valent sterilis mala robora ficus, 145 

Quandoquidem data simt ipsis quoque fata sepulchris. 

Expende Hannibalem : quot libras in duce summo 

Invenies ? hic est, quem non capit Africa Mauro 

Perfiisa oceano, Niloque admota tepenti. 

Bursus ad ^thiopimi populos, aliosque elephantos 150 

Additur imperiis Hispania ; Pyrenseum 

Transilit : opposuit natura Alpemque nivemque : 

Diduxit scopulos, et montem rupit aceto. 

Jam tenet Italiam, tamen ultra pergere tendit ; 

Actum, inquit, nihil est, nisi Poeno milite portas 155 

Frangimus, et media vexillum pono Subuna. 

O qualis facies, et quali digna tabella, 

» ■ ■ . i J \ c \ ■ \ ■ ' . ' 

i. \ » l V.., ■ ■ ■ 1.-*. '. - • ^ 

« 

144. A tUle, ^c.] An inscription to — How mani/ pounds, ^e.] Alas, how 
be put on their monmnents, in which little is left of him ! a few inconsiderable 
their remains were deposited ; this has ashes ! which may be contained within 
often proYed a motive of ambition, and the compass of an nm, though, when 
has urged men to the most dangerous, as living, Africa itself was too sniull for 
well as mischieyous exploits. him ! So Dryden : 

145. EvU strengtk, S;e.'\ There was a GfeatHanmbal tmOdn thebalance lay^ 
Bort of wild fig-tree, which grew about And t^ how many pounds his ashes 
walls and other buildings, which, by tveiffhj 

spreading and running its roots under WhomA/rictoasnotabletocontain^S^c, 

them, and shooting its branches into 148. Wash'*^, (fc.'} By the Moorish 

the joinings of them, in length of time sea. The poet describes the situation of 

wedkened and destroyed them, as we Africa, the third part of the globe then 

often see done by ivy among us. See known. From Asia it is separated by 

Pers. sat L L 25. Evil here is to be the Nile ; on the west it is washed by 

understood in the sense of hurtful, mi&- the Atlantic ocean, which beats upon the 

chievous. shores of Ethiopia and Libya, joining to 

A poor motive to &me, then, is a which were the people of Mauritania, or 

stone monument with a fine inscription, Moors, conquered by HannibaL 

which, in length of time, it will be in 149. Warm Nile.'] Made so by the 

the power of a wild fig-tree to demolish. great heat of the sun, it lying under the 

146. Fates are giveny ^c] Even sepul- ^iArid zone. 

chres themselvesmust yieldtofete,an(L/^ 150. Agam.'] Rursus — i, e, insuper, 

consequently, the £Eime and glory, whicn moreover ; as sat vi. 154. 
they are meant to preserve, must perish — Other elephants.'} Other countrie^ 

with them ; how vain then the pursuit, where elephants are bred ; meaning, 

how vain the happiness, which has no here, Libya and Mauritania, which were 

other motive or foundation ! conquered by HannibaL 

147. Weigh Hannibal.'] Place him in 151. Spain is added, ^c.] To the em- 
the scale of human greatness ; i. e. con- pires he had conquered he added Spain, 
sider him well, as a great man. yet was not content. 

Hannibal was a valiant and politic The Pyrenean.] The Pyrenees, as 

Carthaginian commander ; he gave the they are now called, that immense range 

Romans several signal oveij^lirows, par- of high mountains which separatc France 

ticularly at Cannse, a village of Apulia, from Spain. 

in the kingdom of Naples. 152. Nature opposed, ^c.] For nature. 
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Has ruined a country, and the lust of praise, and of 

A title to be fixed to the stones, the keepers of their ashes; 

which, 
To throw down, the evil strength of a barren fig-tree is able, 
Since fates are given also to sepulchres themselves. i46 

Weigh Hannibal — ^how many pounds will you find in that 
Great general? this is he, whom Africa washM by the Moorish 
Sea, and adjoining to the warm Nile, does not contain : 
Again, to the people ofEthiopia, and to other elephants, 150 
Spain is added to his empfres : the Pyrenean 
He passes: >nature opposed both Alps and snow: 
He severed rocks, and rent the mountain with vinegar. 
He now possesses Italy, yet endeavours^ to go farther : 
" Nothing is done,*" says he, " unless, with the Punic army, 

" we break 155 

" The gates, and I place a banner in the midst of Suburra."" 
O what a face ! and worthy of what a picture ! 



as Pliny says, ndsed up tHe high moun- Hist. vol. zvii p. 597, 8. 

tains of the Alps as a wall, to defend 154. Possesses Italtf, S^cJ] i. e. Arrives 

Italy from the incursions of the Barba* there, comes into Italy, which for six- 

rians. These are constantly covered teen years together he wasted and de- 

with snow. stroyed, beating the Roman troops 

153. Sefoered rocks, ^0."] By immense wherever he met them ; but he was not 

dint of labour and perseverance he cut a content with this, he determined to go 

way in ihe rocks, sufficient for his men, further, and take Rome. 

horses,and elephants to pass. 155. Nathing is dojie, ^c.] This is the 

— WOh vin^r^ Livy says, that, in language of an ambitious mind, which 

order to open and enlarge the way above esteemed all that had been done as no< 

mentioned, large trees were felled, and thing, unless Rome itself were conquered. 

piled round the rock, and set on fire ; — Punic army.'\ The Poeni (quasi 

the wind blowing hard, a fierce flame Phoeni a Phoenicibus unde orti) were a 

soon broke out, so that the rock glowed people of Africa, near Carthage : but 

like the coals with which it was heated. being united to them, Poeni is used, per 

Then Hannibal caused a great quantity synec, for the Carthaginians in genend. 

of yinegar to be poured upon the rock, 156. Svhurra.'] One of the principal 

which piercing into the veins of it, which streets in Rome. See before, sat iii. 5. 

were now cracked by the intense heat of note. 

the fire, calcined and softened it, so that 157. Whai aface /] What a figure was 

he could the more easily cut the path he all this while ; how curious a picture 

through it. would he have made, mounted on his 

Polybius says nothing of this vinegar, elephant, and exhibiting his one-eyed 

and therefore many reject this incident countenance above tke rest ? 

as &bulous. When Hannibal came into Etruria 

Pliny mentions one extraordinary qua- (Tuscany) the river Amo was swelled to 

lity of vinegar,vtjr. its being ablc to break a great height, insomuch that it occa- 

rocks and stones which have beenheated sioned the loss of many of his men and 

by fire. But, admitting this, it seems beasts, particularly of the elephants, of 

c^cult to conceive how Hannibal could which the only one remaining was that 

procure a quantity of vinegar sufficient on which Hannibal was mounted. Here, 

for such a purpose, in so mountainous by the damps and fatigue, he lost one of 

and barren a country. See Ant. Univ. his eyes. 
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Cum Gtetula ducem portaret bellua luscum ! 

Exitus ergo quis est ? O gloria ! vincitur idem 

Nempe, et in exilium prseceps fiigit, atque ibi magnus leo 

Mirandusque cliens sedet ad praetoria regis, . » 

Donec Bithyno libeat vig U^re tyranno. igfc/itv i / < 

Finem animse, quse res humanas nusc^it olim, ' 

Non gladii, non saxa dabant, non tela^ sed ille 

Oannarum vindex, et tanti sanguinis^tor, i65 

Annulus. I,* flemens, et ssevas curre per Alpes, 

Ut pueris placeas, et declamatio fias. 

Unus I^ellaeo juveni non suflScit orbis : 
^stua^t inielix ^ngusto limite mundi, 

Ut QjgiraB clausus scopulist, parvaque Seripho. 170 

Oum tamen a figulis munitam intraverat urbem, 
Sarcophago contentus erat. Mons sola fatetub 
QuANTULA siNT HOMiNUM coBPuscuLA. Orcditur olim 
Velificatus Athos, et quicquid Grsecia mendax 
Audet in historia ; constratum classibus isdem, 175 
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158. GetuUan beast.'] i e. The ele- to sleep about the middle of the day 
phant The Getulians were a people of (2 Sam. iy. 5.) when the heats are in- 
Libya, bordering on Mauritanla, where tense, and none dare disturb them. This 
many elephants were found. was ^e occasion of the deaths of many 

159. His exit,} What was the end of in our time at Calcutta, where, when 
all his exploits, as well as of himself? taken by the Subah Surajah Dowlah, a 

— O glory!'\ Alas, what is it all ! nuihber of gentlemen were put into a 

160. Is subdtied, ^cj He was at last place called the Black-hole, where the 
routed by Scipio, and forced to fly for air was so confined, that it suffocated 
refuge to Prusias king of Bithynia. the greatest part of them: but they could 

161. Client.'\ Cliens signifies a re- not be released while their liyes might 
tainer, a dependant, one who has put haye been sayed ; for being put there 
himself under the protection of a patron, by order of the Subah, who alone could 
to whom he pays all honour and obsery- order their release, the oflicers of that 
ance. prince only answered their cries for de- 

This great and wonderful man was liyerance, by saying, that the Subah was 

thus reduced, after all his glorious lain down to sleep, and nobody dared to 

deeds. * wake him. 

— SUs, ^c.] Like a poor and mean 163. Disturbed human affairs.'] Mieh 

dependant cuit, disordered, put into confusion, a 

162. TiU it might please, 8^cJ] The great part of the world, by his ambi- 
word tyrant is not always to be taken, tious exploits and undertakings. 

as among us it usually is, in a bad sense. 166. A ring, ^c.] When he oyerthrew 

It was used in old time in a good sense the Romans at Cannae, he took aboye 

for a king, or soyereign. three bushels of gold rings from the dead 

— To armke.] When he came to prefer bodies, which, says the poet, were folly 

his petition for protection, he could gain reyenged by his ring, which he always 

no admission till the king^s sleeping carried about him, and in which he con- 

hours were over : Hannibal was now in cealed a dose of poison ; so that when 

too abject and mean a condition to de- the Romans sent to Prusias to deliyer 

mand an audience, or eyen to expect one, him up, Hannibal, seeing there were no 

till the king was perfectly at leisure. hopes of safety, took the poison and 

It is the custom of the eastem princes died. Thus fell that great man, who 
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When the Getolian beast carried the one-eyed general ! 
Then what his exit ? O glory ! for this same man 
Is subdued, and flies headlong into banishment, and there a 
great 160 

And much to be admired client sits at the palace of the king, 
Till it might please the Bithynian tyrant to awake. 
The end of that life, which once disturbed human affairs, 
Nor swords, nor stones, nor darts gave, but that 
Bedresser of Oannse, and avenger of so much blood, i65 

A ring. — Go, madman, and run over the savage Alps, 
That you may please boys, and beco;ae a declamation. 

One world did not sumce the Pellsean youth ; 
He chafes unhappy in the narrow limit of the world, 
As one shut up in the rocks of Gyaras, or small Seriphus. 170 
Yet when he had enterM the city fortified by brickmakers,^ 
He was content with a Sarcophagus. Death only discovers "";> 

HoW LITTLE THE SMALL fiODIES OF MEN ABE. It is belicved, 

that, formerly, 
Athos was sailed thro'', and whatever lying Greece 
Adventures in history ; the solid sea strowed with 175 

« 

had 80 often escaped the swords, and — Seriphw.'\ See sat vi 563,' and 

the darts, and stones hurled by the note. 

enemy, as well as the dangers c^ the 171. Thecity.'] Babylon. 

horrid rocks and precipices of the Alps I — Brickmahers.] This city was sur- 

See sat. ii. 155, and note 2. rounded by a wall of brick, of an im- 

— Go^ madman.'] For such wert thou mense height and thickness. Ov. Met 

and such are all who build their great- iv. 1. 68. Figulus signifies any worker 

ness and happiness on military fiime. in clay ; so a maker of bricks. 

167. Pfeoae hoys, ^c.] The boys in 172. Sarcopliaffus.'] A grave, tomb, or 
the schools used to be exercised in mak- sepulchre. A (rapl, fiesh, and (payeiv^ to 
ing and speaking declamations, the sub- eat, because bodies there consume and 
jects of which were usually taken firom waste away. 

histories of &mous men. A fine end, — Death only^ §*c.] Death alone 

truly^ of Hannibal^s Alpine expedition, teaches us how vain and empty the pur- 

to become the subject of a school-boy^s suits of fame and earthly glory are ; aud 

theme or declamation ! well worthy so that, however the ambitious may swell 

much labour, &tigue, and danger ! with pride, yet, in a little while, a small 

168. PelliBan youth.'] Alexander the um will contain the hero, who, when 
Great, bom at Pella, a city of Macedon, living, thought the world not sufiicient 
died of a fever,'occa8ioned by di^inking to gratify his ambition. 

to ezcess at Babylon. He had lamented 174. Athos, ^c.] A mountain in Ma- 

that, after having conquered almost all cedon, running like a peninsula into the 

the East, all Greece, and, in short, tlie ^gean sca. Xerxes is said to have 

greatest part of the world, there were no digged through a part of it to make a 

more worlds for him to conqucr. He passage for his fleet. > 
died three hundred and twenty-three \'Jb.Adventuresinhistory^i.e.Y)iV[t% 

years before Christ, set. thirty-three. to record in history. The Grecian his- 

170. Gyaras.'] One of the Cyclades torians were very fond of the marvel- 

(islands in the ^gean sea) whereto cri- lous, and, of course, were apt to intro- 

minals were bunished : it was full of duce great improbabilities and £^sehoods 

rocka. Sat, i. 73. in their narratious. 
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r 

Suppositumque rotis solidum mare : credimus altos 
Defecisse amnes, epotaque flumina Medo 
Prandente, et madidis cantat quae Sostratus alis. 
Illfe tamen qualis rediit Salamine relicta, 
In Corum atque Eurum solitus ssevire flagellis iso 

Bartarus, -ffiolio nunquam hoc in carcere passoS;^ 
Ipsum compedibus qui yinx^at EniiOBigseuml 
. Mitius id sane, quod non et stijpoj^ate dignum 
Oredidit : huic quisquam vellet servire deorum. 
Sed qualis rediit l nempe una nave cruentis iss 

Fluctibus, ac tarda per densa cadavera prora. 
Has toties optata exegit gloria poenas. 

Da spatium vitsa, multos da, Jupiter, annos : 
Hoc recto vultu, solum hoc et pallidus optas. 
Sed quam continuis ei quantis longa senectus 190 

Plena malis ! deformem, et tetrum ante omnia vultum, 



-Strowed^ Covered, paved, as it this lie takes liis flight into tHe regions 



were, for Xerzes is said to have had of invention. The fancy of Sostratus is 

twelye thousand ships witii him in his here supposed to have been moistened 

expedition, \fath which he formed the with wine ; in short, that no man who 

bridge after mentioned. was not dnmk, which is signified by ma- 

1/6. Those very ddps^ Vndch had didus, could ever have conunitted such 

sailed through the passage at mount improbabilities to writing. 

Atbos. 179. What^ jfc.] What manner of 

— Put under whedsJ] He, in order to man — qualis — ^how wretched, how for- 

march his forces from Asia into Europe, lom, how changed from what he was ! 

made a bridge with his ships oTer the Comp. 1. 185. 

sea, which joined Abydus, a dty of Asia, — Thai harbarian?^ Xerxes. See sat. 

near the Hellespont, to Sestos, a city of vi. 1. 157, note. 

the Thracian Chersonesus, which was op- — Salamis hemg Uft^ When he left 

posite to Abydus, and separated by an and fled from Salamis, an island and city 

arm of the sea : this part is now known in the iBgean sea, near which Themis- 

by the name of the Dardanelles. The tocles, the Athenian general, overcaroe 

sea being tiius made passable by the him in a sea-flght, and forced him to fly. 

help of fiie bridge, the army, chariots, 180. Eage vnth wkips, ^c.] When he 

horses, &c. went over, as if the sea had found the sea raging, and, being raiscd 

been soUd under them ; therefore the by those winds, to have destroyed his 

poet says, sepositum rotis solidum mare, bridge, he was mad enough to order the 

the flrm sea. Hol. Hellespont to be scoui^d with three 

— We bdieve,^ i,e, If we give credit hundred lashes. I don't read any where, 

to such historians. but in this passage of Juvenal, of his 

177. Rivers/ailedjS^c^l It is said that whipping the winds. 

Xerxes'8 army was so numerous, as to 181. Never svffered^ ^c.] The poet 

drink up a river at once, whenever they here alludes to Mn, i. 1. h^ — 67. where 

made a meaL Herodot. lib. ii. ^olus is represented as holding the 

— The Mede.Ji The Medes and Per- winds in prison, and giving them liberty 

sians composed the army of Xerxes. to come forth as he pleased. 

178. Sostratus.^i A Greek poet, who 182. Who bound EtmosigtBus^ ^c.\ 
wrote the Persian expedition into Xerxes was mad enough also to cast iron 
Greece. fetters into the sea, as if to bind Nep- 

— Wet wings.'] The fancy of a poet tune in chains ; who was called Enno- 

may be compared to wings, for it is by sigseus, the earthcshaker, from the notion 
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Those very ships, and put under wheels : we beh*eve deep 
Rivers to have failed, and their waters drunk up when the 

Mede 
Dined, and what things Sostratus sings with wet winffs. 
But what did that barbarian retum, Salamis being left, 179 
Whowas wont to rage with whips, aofainst the north-west and 
East wind, (whieh never suffered this in the ^olian prison,) 
Who bound Ennosigseus himsei^ with fetters ? 
That indeed was rather mild, thkt not worthy a mark also 
He thought him. Any of thegods would be willingtoservehim. 
But what manner of man retumed he ? Truly with one vessel 

in the 185 

Bloody waves, and, with slow prow, thro** thick carcasses. 
Gldl*y so often wished for exacted this punishment. 
Give length of life, give, O Jupiter, many years ! 
This with upright countenance, and this, pale, alone you wish. 
But with what continual, and with how great evils is old age 
Full ! See the countenance deform^d, and hideous beyond 

every thing, 191 

that he presided over the waters of the the slain, that the boat could hardly 

sea, which made their way into the earth, make its way. 

and caused earthqnakes. From Gr. 187. Cr2ory, ^c.] Thishaughty prince, 

€vyo<ris, concussio, and ycua, terra. See who had coUected so yast a force toge- 

Gbllius. ther, in order to carry on the war with 

183. Rather mUd, S[c.'] The poet iro- the Athenians, begun by his fether Da- 
xiically says, " that, to be sure, all this rius, and invading Greece with seven 
*^ was very gentle in Xerxes, and that he hundred thousand men of his own king- 
^ did not carry the matter £Eirther, must doms, threehundred thousandauxiliaries, 
^be considered as very gracious in a and with twelve thousand ships, after 
*^ man who might have thought proper beating Leonidas and taking Sparta, is 
** to have marked him as his slave.^^ defeated by Themistocles, his army cut 
Stigma signifies a brand or mark set on to pieces, his fleet destroyed, and himself 
the forehead of fugitive slaves, to which, forced to escape in a wretched fishing- 
Bo doubt, this passage alludes. boat AU this might well be called the 

184. Any o/ the gods.'\ As well as just demand of vengeance against his 
Neptune, would, doubtless, without pride, and mad thirst after glory. 
murmuring, have served so mild and 188. G«w,^c.] The poet now satirizes 
gracious a prince ! Still speaking ironi- the folly of wishing for long life : he 
cally, in derision of the pride and folly supposes one praying for it 

of Xerzes. 189. Uprigkt countenance^ ^c.] i. e. 

185. What manner^ ^c.] After all this Looking up to heaven — pale, with fear 
extravagance of pride. See note on of death, or lest the petition should be 
L 179. refused. 

— OnevesaeL'] Navissignifiesany vessel But, perhaps, recto vultu may here be 

of the sea or river. The vessel in which a phrase to express one in youth and 

Xerxes made his escape, after hisrdefeat health ; and the foUowing pallidtis may 

near Salamis, was a poor fishing-boat denote a state of old age and sickness : 

186. Bloody waves.] Made so by the comp. 1. 191. 

slaughter of such uumbers of the Pcrsian ^Both sick and heaUhful^ old and young, 

army. " conspire 

— Slmv prow^ ^c.] The sea was so " In this one sUly^ mischievous desirej" 

crowded with the floating carcasses of Dryden. 
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Dissimilemque sui, defomem pro cute pellem, 
Pendentesque genas, et tales aspice rugas, 
Quales, umbriferos ubi pandit Tabraca saltus, 
In vetula scalpit jam mater simia bucca. 195* 

Plurima sunt juyenum discriifdfS, pulchrior ille 
Hoc, atque ille alio : multum hic robustior illo : 
Una senum facies, cum voce trementia membra, 
Et jam Iseve caput, madidique iu^tia-nasi. 
Frangendus misero gingiva panis inermi : 200 

Usque adeo gravis uxori, gnatisque, sibique, 
Ut captatori moveat fastidia Gosso. 
Non eadem vini atque cibi, torpente palato, 
Gaudia : nam coitus jam longa oblivio : vel si 
Coneris, jacet exiguus cum ramice nervus ; 205 

Et quamvis tota palpetur nocte, jacebit. 
Anne aliquid sperare potest hsec inguinis segri 
Ganities \ quid, quod merito suspecta libido est, 
QusB venerem aifectat sine viribus. Aspice partis 
Nunc damnum alterius; nam quae cantante voluptas, 210 
Sit licet eximius, citharoedo, sive Seleuco, 
Et quibus aurata mos est fulgere lacerna \ 
Quid refert, magni sedeat qua parte theatri, 
Qui vix comicines exaudiat, atque tubarum 
Goncentus! Glamore opus est, ut sentiat auris, 215 

/■■♦.. '.* . 

192. Itselfi\ Its former selfc lie speaks o^ especially when old, is in a 
— UnsiglMy Mde.'] Here is a distin«- wrinkled state. 

tion between cntis and pellis, the former Dryden has well preserved the humoor 

signifying the skin of a man, the other of this simile : 

the hide of a beast ; to the last of which, Suchwrinkles as a skilful handtoould dratb 

by an apt catachresis, the poet compares For an old ffrandamrape, when, toHh a 

the coarse and nigged appearance of an grace^ 

old man^s skin. She sits at squai^ and scrubs her leaffiem 

193. PendentcheeksJ] It is observable, /ace, 

that, in old persons, the cheeks, not only 196. ITie diff^erences, ^f^.] The poet is 

in that part of them which is immediately here to be understood as obsendng, that, 

below the eyes, hang in pnrses down- however, in the days of youth, one is 

wards, but also in that part which, in distinguishable from another by different 

youth, forms the roundness, and contri- beauties of countenance, and strcngth 

butes so much to the beauty and come- of body, old age renders aU distinctions 

liness of the face, hang downwards in a yoid ; and, in short, one old man is too 

relaxed and pendent state. like another, to admit of them, both 

194. TabracxL^ii^c.'] Now called Tunis, with respect to countenance, and bodily 
on the Mediterranean, near which was a strength. 

wood, wherein was a vast quantity of 199. Smooth head,"] Bald with the loss 

apes. of hair. 

195. Her old cheek.'] Bucca properly — Infancy^Si^c.'] A running and drivel- 
signifies the cheek, or that part of it ling nose, like a young child. 

which swells out in blowing ; but here 200. tfnarm^d giim.] Having lost all 
it seems (by synec.) to dcnote the wholc his teeth, he has nothing left but his 
face, every part of which, in thc auimal bare gums to mumble his food withal. 



SAT. X. JUVENAL'8 SATIRES, 27 

And unlike itself, an unsightly hide instead of a skin : 

And pendent cheeks, and such wrinkles, 

As, where Tabraca extends its shady forests, 

A mother-ape scratches in her old cHeek. 195 

The differences of youthe are very many, one is handsomer 

than 
This, and he than another : this far more robust than that : 
The face of old men is one, the limbs trembling with the voice, 
And now a smooth head, and the infancy of a wet nose. 
Bread is to be broken by the wretch with an unannM gum : 
So very^burthensome, to wife, and children, and himself, 201 
That he would move the loathing of the flatterer Cossus. 
The palate growing duU, the joys of wine and food are not 
The same : a long oblivion of those pleasures, 
Which are in vain invited to retum, 206 

Tho' every means be used to restore them. 
Has Ihis imporfaht state any thing to hope for i 
What^ but that the desire be deservedly suspected, 
Which, without power, affects gallantry. *Now see 
The loss of another part — rfor what pleasure (has he) when a 
Harper (tho'' even the best) or Seleucus performs, 21 1 

And those' whose custom it is to shirie in a golden habit ? 
What signifies it in what part of a great theatre he may sit, 
Who can hardly hear the comets, aiid the sounding of the 
Trampets ! There needs a bawling, that the ear may perceive 



202. Tke JkUterer Cosstis.^ Captator in the next line by auiata laceroa, as not 
signifieB one who endeavoureth to get or only the case of Seleucus, but of others. 
procure any thing, particularly he who Of this incapacity for relishing music, 
flattereth a man to be his heir. (See Barzillai also speaJcs, 2 Sam. zix. 35. 
sat. V. 1. 98, note.) This mean occupar 214. The oomets,^ Comicen (from 
tion waft frequent in Rome, and this comu, an hom, and cano, to sing) signi- 
Cossus scems to have been &mous for fies a blower on the hom, or comet, the 
it ; yet old age, like what the poet has sound of which was probably very loud 
been describing, is sufficient, says he, and harsh, as was that of the trumpets. 
even to disgust Cossus himself, so as to If he be so deaf that he cannot hear these, 
keep him away from paying his court. he canH expect to hear the singers, and 

203. The pcUcUe, ^cJ] Every thing the softer instruments. 

now grows insipid ; all difference of 215. jBaw/ftw^^^c.] Hisboy mustbawl 

meats and drinks is lost See this as loud as he can into his ear, when he 

fiymptom of ^e mentioned by Barzillai, would tell him who called to visit him, 

2 Sam. 3^x. 35. or to let him know what o'cIock it was. 

210. Another part.'\ The hearing. They had not watches and clocks as we 

211. A harper.] Citharoedus denotes have, but sun-dials and hour-glassea, 
that species of musician, who sung, and which a boy was to watch, and acquaint 
played the harp at the same time. the master how the time went 

— Selettcus.'] A noted musician, who, Horas quinque ptier nondum iibi nun- 

according to the fashion of those times, tiat et tu 

wore a rich embroidered garmcnt when Jam conviva mihi, Caciliane, venis. 

he sang upon the stage. This is meant Mart. lib. viii. ep. 67. 
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Quem dicat venisse puer, quot nunciet horas. 
PraBterea minimus gelido jam corpore sanguis 
Febre calet sola : circumsilit agmine facto 
Morborum omne genus, quorum si nomina quseras, 
Promptius expediam, quot amaverit Hippia moechos, 220 
Quot Themison SBgros autunmo occiderit uno ; 
Quot ^gasilu^ socios, quot circumscripserit Hirrus 
Pupillos : quot longa viros exsorbeat uno 
. . Maura die, quot discipulos inclinet Hamillus. 
Percurram citius, quot villas possideat nunc, 225 

^ . Quo tondente, gravis juveni mihi barba sonabat. / / 

Ille humero, hic lumbis, hic coxa debilis, ambos .:.i''// 

\^.-i i' C. f'^ Perdidit ille oculos, et luscis invujet : hujus ^ / 

Pallida labra cibum capiunt digit^ alienis. 
Ipse ad coHspectum coense diducere rictum 230 

Suetus, hiat tantum, ceu pullus hirundinis, ad quem ^;: 
Ore volat pleno mater jejuna^ Sed omni yi -/.ci / . < -^ • 
Membrorum damno major dementia, quse nec ' 
Nomina servorum, nec vultum agnoscit amici, 
Cum quo prseterita coenavit nocte, nec iDos, 235 

Quos genuit, quos eduxit : nam codice ssevo 
Haeredes vetat esse suos ; bona tota feruntur 



218, Warm/rom/ever.'] The blood is them into the fonn of a province, which, 

80 cold, and circidates so slowly, that being subject to Rome, was govemed by 

nothing can warm or quicken it but . a Roman prsetor, and the inhabitants 

that hectic, feverish habit, which fre- were called socii, allies, and, indced, 

quently is an attendant on the decays of looked upon, in all respects, as such, 

old age. not daring to refuse a confederacy with 

Gelidus tardante seneda their conquerors. Basilus was one of 

Sanguis hebet^ S^c. Mi^, y. L 395, 6. these prsetors, who shamefully plundered 

— Leap armnd, ^c.] Surround him on his province. 

all sides, ready to rush upon him, like — Hirrtis.'\ Some read Irus. Whoever 

wild beasts leaping on their prey. this was, his character is here noted, as 

— FomCd into a trtx^.l A whole troop a cheater and circumventer of youth, 

of diseases, in' array against him. Ag- committed to his care and guaxdian- 

mine fsicto. See Virg. ^n. i. 86. firom ship. 

whence our poet borrows this expression. He that had the tuition of a ward 

See sat iii. 162, and note. wascalled tutor. The ward was called 

220. Hippia.'] See sat vL 82. a woman pupillus. The pupilli were orphans, 
&mous for her debaucheries. who had lost their parents, and thus 

221. Themison.'] A physician much fell under the tuition of guardians, who 
commended by Pliny and CelsuB, though frequently, instead of protecting them, 
here spoken of in no very favourable plundered and cheated them out of their 
light. Perhaps Juvenal gives this name patrimony. 

to some empiric, in derision. 223. Maura.] See sat vi. 1. 306, note. 

— Atttumn.'] The autumn was usu- 224. HamiUus] A school-master, fa- 

ally a sickly time at Rome. See sat. mous for unnatural practices with his 

iv. 1. 56, 7, and notes. scholars. 

222. Allies^ «!5fc.] When the Romans 226. Who clipping.] See sat. i. 25, 
had conquered any people, they reduced and notes. 
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Whom his boy may say has come, how many hours he may 

bring word of. 
Beside, the very little blood, now in his cold body, 
Is only warm from fever : there leap around, formM into a 

troop, 
AU kind of diseases, the names of which were you to ask, 
I could sooner unfold, how many adulterers Hippia has loved, 
How many sick Themison has killed in one autumn : 221 
How many of our allies Basilus, how many orphans Hirrus 
Has cheated. How many gallants the tall Maura can 
Dispense with in a day, how many disciples Hamillus may 

defile. 224 

Sooner run over howmanycountry-houseshenaaynowpossess, 
Who clipping my beard, troublesome to me a youth, sounded. 
One is weak in his shoulder, another in his loins, another in 

his hip, 
Another has lost both his eyes, and envies the blind of one : 
The pale lips of this take food from another''^ fingers : 229 
He, at the sight of a supper, accustomed to stretch open his 
Jaw, only gapes, like the young one of a swallpw, to whom 
The fasting dam flies with her mouth full. But, than all the 

loss 
Of limbs, that want of understanding isgreater, which neither 
Knows the names of servants, nor the countenance of a friend, 
With whom he suppM the night before, nor those [will, 
Whom he hath begotten, whom brought up: for, by a cruel 
He forbids them to be his heirs ; all his goods are carried 

CinnamuB was a barber at Rome, 233, 4. Neiiker hnows,'] i, e. Recol- 

who got a knight^s estate, and, growing lects ; his memory now &iling. 

very rich, had several viUas, and lived 234. 7^ names qf servatds.] Thepoet 

in a sumptuous manner ; but, at last, he here brings his old man into the last 

broke, and fled into Sicily. See Mart. stage of superannuation, when the under- 

yii. epigr. 64. standing and memory &il, which, as he 

227. One is weaky ^c.] That host of says, is worse than £dl the rest. 

diseases, mentioned 1. 218, 19. are here 236. Brought up.l Though he has not 

lepresented as making their attacks on only begotten, but brought up his chil- 

different parts of the body. dren, so that ihey must have lived much 

229. Of ihie,'] Hujus — t. e. hominis. with him, yet they are forgotten : he 
— Tbite food^ ^c.] So feeble and makes a will, by which he disinherits 

childish that ke canH feed himself^ and them, and leaves all he has to some artfiil 

is forced to be fed by another. strumpet who has got possession of him. 

230. He, at the sight, ^c.] As soon as — A cruel wiUJ] Codex, or caudex, 
supper is served, he, as it were mechar literally means, the trunk, stem, or body 
nicaUy, stretches open his jaws ; but, of a tree. Hence, by metonym. a table- 
unable to feed himsel^ he only gapes, book, made of severd.boardsjoinedtoge- 
like a young swallow in the nest, when ther, on which they used to write ; hence 
it sees the old one flying towards it with any writing, as a deed, will, &c. See 
food in her mouth. This natural image sat vii 1 10. 

is beautifully expressed. 237. Forbids them,'] He excludes thcm 
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Ad Phialen : tantum artificis valet halitus oris, 
Quod steterat multos in earcere fornicis annos. 
Ut vigeant sensus animi, ducenda tamen sunt 240 

Funera natorum, rogus aspiciendus amatae 
Conjugis, et fratris, plenaeque sororibus urnae. 
y^- Haec data poena diu viventibus ; ut renovata 

f Semper clade domus, multis in luctibus, inque 

Perpetuo moerore, et nigra veste senescant. 245 

^ . • '^ Rex Pylius (magno si quicquam credis Homero) 

Exempjum vitae ftiit a^ornicg secundse : 
Felix nimirum, qui tot per ssecula mortem 
Distulit, atque suos jam dextra computat annos, 
Quique novum toties mustum bibit : oro, parumper 250 

Attendas, quantum de legibus ipse queratur 
Fatorum, et nimio de stamine, cum videt acris 
Antilochi barbam ardenteni : nam quserit ab omni, 
Quisqms adest, socio, cur hsec in tempora duret ; 
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firom inheritmg his estate, i e, lie disin- 240. Tho* ihe senses, S^o.'] i, e. Yet 

heritB tbem. aHow liim to tetain his senses in fiill 

Are aarried.] Are djisposed oi^ vigour, what giieyous scenes of distress 

conveyed by the wilL has he to go through I 

; ' 238. To Phiale.'] See above, L 236. —CMdren.'] So VmG. JEn. vl 1. 

/• ' 1 ' .' ** note the first B08. 

' 'f ' > — So much anaiU^ 4f^.] Such an old Impositiaque rogia jttvenes anie ora 

Ik 't' ^' '•• * dotard as this may be easily persuaded parentum, 

' ** to any thing by an artful strumpet ; so 241. To be aUe/nded.'] Ducere funera 

/ '"'^ great an ascendancy does she acquire is a phiase peculiarly adapted to the 

^^i.i^{K C T P * over him by her artBil and insinuating ceremony of fimerals, and probably it is 

tongue. derived from a custom of the friends of 

239. Prison ofa hrotheL] Fomix, lit the dcceased walking in procession be- 

an arch or vault is houses ; also, meton. fore the corpse. Sat i. 146. See 

a stew or brotbel^ becavse these were in Gbang. in loc. ^ Ducere — verbum 

vaults or wells under gvound. Ainsw. ^' sepultnrae. Albinov. ad Liviam. Fu- 

Hence, from the darkness and filthiness ^ nera ducuntur Romana per oppida 

of their situation, as well as from the ^ DrusL** 

confinement of the wretched inhabitants — ThepHe.'] The faneral pile, on which 

therein, who stood ready for every comer, the body was reduced to ashes. 

JuvenalrepreBentsPhialeashavingstood 242. Ums fiWd^ ^c.] i. e. With their 

in carcere fomicis, which is describing bones and ashes, which it was cus- 

her as a common prostitute. tomary to preserve in pots (after being 

HoR. lib. i. sat ii. L 30. aUuding to gathered firom the fimcral pile) called 

the filth of these dungeons, says, ums. 

Contra alius nuUam nisi olenti in /or- 243. This pain, S^c.] This is the sad 

nice stantem, lot of long-lived people, as it must be 

See Juv. sat vL L 130, 1. their hie to out-live many of their 

Carcer signifies also a starting-place at friends. 

the chariot-races ; hence, by metonym. a 243, 4, Slauffhter of ihe famUy^ ^c.] 

begiiming: in this sense it may mean Some part or other of which is conti- 

the entrance of a brothel, where tiie har- nually dropping ofil 

lots presented themselves to the view of 244. Many sorrows^ i, e. Bewailings 

the passers-by. Comp. sat iiL L 65. of the death of fiiends. 

note U 245. Black habit.'] By this we find. 
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To Phiale : so much avails the breath of an artful morith, 
Which has stood for many years in the prison of a brothel. 
Tho'' the senses of the mind may be strong, yet Ainerals of 

children - 240 

Are to be attended, the pile to be seen of a beloved 
Wife, and of a brother, and nms filFd with sisters. 
This pain is given to long-livers, so that, the slaughter 
Of the family being cbntinually renewed, in many sorrows, 

and in ^ ' 

Perpetual grief, and in a black habit, they may grow old. 245 
The Pylian king (if you at all believe the great Homer) 
Was an example of life second from a crow : 
Happy, no doubt, who thro' so many ages had deferrM 
Death, and now computes his years with the right hand, 
And who so often drank new must : I pray, attend 260 
A little — How much might he complain of the laws 
Of the fates, and of too much thread, when he saw the beard of 
Bfave Antilochus burning : he demands of every friend 
Which is present, why he should last till these times — 



ihat the wearing of mouming for the Old men, who were from yarimas causes 

loss of relations is very ancient, and afflicted, might be apt to complain of 

that black was the colour which the an- their destiny, and Nestor among the 

cients used on Buch occasions. See sat. rest 
iii. L 213. 252. Of too muek thread.'\ The &tes 

246. PyUan hii/^.'] Nestor, the king were snpposed to be three sisters, who 
of Pylos, in Peloponnesus, who, accord- had all some peculiar business assigned 
ing to Homer, is said to haye lived three them by the poets, in relation to the 
hundred years. lives of men. One held the distaff, 

247. Seoomdfrom a crow.'} Comix sig- another spun ihe thread, and the ihird 
nifies a crow, or rook. This species of cut it q. d. How might he complain 
bird is £Eibled to live nine times the age that the thread of his life was too long ! 
of a man. Nestor (says the poet) stands 253. Antilochus.'] The son of Nestor, 
Bccond to this long-lived bird. slain, according to Homer, by Memnon, 

249. With the right.^ The ancients at the siege of Troy ; according to Ovid, 

used to count their numbers with their by Hector. His beard buming, t. e. on 

fingers ; all under one hundred was the funeral pile. This mention of the 

counted on the left hand, all above on beard implies, that he was now grown 

the right to man^s estate. 

260, Soofien drank^^c.'] Mustum sig- He demands, §*c.] The poet here' 

nifies new wine. The vintage, when yery naturally describes the workings 

this was made, was in the autumn ; so and efiects of grief^ in the afflicted old 

that the poet here means to observe that man, who is now tempted to think, that 

Nestor Hved for many retnms of this his great age was granted him as a pu- 

season. nishment for some greater crime than he 

— ^J^^e9u2.]Thepoetcallsforattention could recollect to have committed, as 

to what he is going to prove, by various he was permitted to live to see so sad an 

examples, namely, that happiness does event as the death of his brave and be- 

not consist in long life. loved son. He is therefore rcpresented 

251, 2. Law8 of the fates.^ The an- as inquiring of his friends what could be 

cients belieTed all things, even the gods ihe cause of his being reserved for such 

themselves, to be govemed by the &tes. an affliction. 
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Quod facinus dignum tam longo admiserit aBVO. 255 

Hsec eadem Peleus, raptum cum luget Achillem, 
Atque alius, cui fas Ithacum lugere natantem. 
Incolumi Troja Priamus venisset acTumbras 
Assaraci magnis soknnibus, Hectore funus 
Portante, ac relijjuis fratrum cervigibus, inter 260 

Iliadum lachrymas, ut primos edere planctus 
Gassandra inciperet, scissaque Polyxena palla, 
Si fi)ret extinctus diverso tempore, quo non 
Coeperat audaces Paris SBdificare carinas. 
Longa dies igitur quid contulit ? omnia vidit 265 

Eversa, et flammis Ai^iam ferroque cadentem. 
Tunc miles tremulus posita tuUt arma tiara, 
Et ruit ante aram summi Jovis, ut vetulus bos, 
. . r *?. Q^i domini cultris tenue et miserabile collum 
' ^ ^ ' Praebet, ab ingrato jam fastiditus aratro. 270 

256. Pdeus.'] The &t1ier of AcliilleB, in peace, and had been buried with 
slain by Paris, who shot him in the the splendid {iineral rites belonging to 
heel in the temple of Apollo, ther only his rank. See Yiro. Mn. i. 288 ; and 
part where he was vulnerable. His Ainsw. Assaracus. 

fether Pelfus had to lament his untimely 259. Hector carrying^ ^c.] Among the 

death. andents, the corpse of the parent was 

257. Anoiher^ Laertes, a prince of carried forth to the funeral pile by the 
Ithaca, &tHer of Ulysses. He, during sons of the deceased. If Troy had re- 
fais son^s^^absence, and wanderings over mained in quiet, Priam^ son Hector had 
the seas, wearied himself with daily not been slain by Achilles, but had sur- 
labour in husbandry, haying no other vived his &ther, and have, as the custom 
attendant than an old maid-servant, who was, been one of his bearers to the fii- 
brought him food : during this period neral pile. 

his constant petition to Jupiter was, that 260. The red ofihe shotdders, ^c.] Re- 

he might die. liquis cervicibus — ^for cervicibus reliquo- 

— Sunmmtng Ithacus,] Ulysses was rum, &c. Hypallage. According to Ho- 

called Ithacus, from Ithaca, a country mer, Priam had iifty sons and twelve 

of lonia where he reigned. After the daughters ; the former of which would 

destruction of Troy, he suffered many have assisted Hector in carrying their 

toils and hardships, for ten years toge- £Either^8 corpse. Pliny says, (Hb. vii 

ther, before his retum home. The word c. 44.) Quintus MeteUus Macedonicus, 

natantem perhaps alludes to his ship- a^uatuor filiis illatus est rogo. 

wreck near the island of Calypso, where Priam was slain in the siege by Pyr- 

he was forced to swim to save his life ; rhus, the son of Achilles, and most of his 

or perhaps it may allude, in general, to children were destroyed. See ^n. ii. 

the length of time he passed in sailing 501 — 54. 

on the sea. 261, As soon os, ^c.] This was the 

258. Trot/ being safe,] i. e. Had Troy signal for the funeral procession to move 
stood, and remained in safety. forward towards the pile. 

— Priam.] The last king of Troy, who — Oassandra, ^c.] She was the daugh- 

lived to see the city besieged by the ter of Priam and Hecuba. It was cus- 

Oreeks for ten years together, and at tomary to hire women to moum at bu- 

length taken. rials, who went before the corpse to la- 

258, 9. Shades ofAssaracus, ^c.] Had ment the dead : the chief of them who be- 

joined his ancestors' ghosts, or shades, gan the ceremony was called prsefica, (a 

in the infemal regions ; i. e. had died praeiicio, planctuum princeps. Ainsw.) 
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What crime he had committed worthy so long life. 255 

The Very same does Peleus, while he mourns Achilles 

snatch''^ away, 
And another, to whom it was permitted to lament the swim- 

ming Ithacus. 
Troy being safe, Priam had come to the shades 
Of Assaracus with great solemnities, Hector carrying 
The corpse, and the rest of the shoulders of his brethren, 

among. 260 

The tears of the Trojans, as soon as Oassandra should begin 
To utter the first wailings, and Polyxena with a rent garment, 
Had he been extinct at another time, in which Paris 
Had not begun to build the daring ships. 
What therefore did long Hfe advantage him? he sawall things 
OverturnM, and Asia faUing by fire and sword. 266 

Then, a trembling soldier, the diadem being laid aside, he 

bore arms, 
And fell before the altar of high Jove, as an old ox, 
Who, to the master^s knife, offers his lean and miserable 
Neck, now despised by the ungrateful plough. 270 

The part mast here most naturally 264. Daring ships.l So called from 

have been taken by Cassandra, Priam^B tbe daring design they were eroployod 

danghter, who would, doubtless, have in ; the execution of which occnsionod 

put herself at the head of the mouming the Trojan war, and the destruction of 

women. See 2 Chron. xxxv. 25. the country by the Greeks. 

After the taking of Troy, she fell to 265. What thRrefcyre^ §-0.] The poet 

the Bhare of Agamemnon. She was here applies this instance of old king 

married to Chorcebus, and debauched by Priam to his main argument against 

Ajax OileuB, in the temple of Minerva. wishing to Uve to old age, seeing with 

See ^n. L 44. and ii. 1. 403 — 7. how many sorrows it may be accom- 

262. Polyxena^ ^c.'] The daughter also panied. 

of Priam, who gave her in marriage to 266. AdafaUingi] See Virg. ^n. iii. 

AchiUes ; but he, coming into the tem- L 1. By Asia is here meant the Lesser 

ple of Apollo to perform the nuptial Asia, containing the Greater and Lesser 

rites, was there treacherously slain by Phrygia, the kingdom of Priam. 
Paris. She was afterwards sacrificed at 267. Tr&mkling soWter.] Priam, now 

the tomb of Achilles. See before, L 256, trembling, and almost wom out by age. 
note. — Diadem heing laid aside.] Having 

— Rent garmenti] Rending the gar- laid aside all ensigns of royalty. 
ments, in token of grie^ was very an- — Bore arms.] In defence of his coun- 

eient. try. See ^n. ii. 507 — 558. where these 

263. Betng eaetinct^ i e. If he had parts of Priam^s history are described. 
died. 268. Fdl before the aUar,'] Of Jupiter 

— At amOier time, ^c.] i, e, Before Herceus, erected by Priam in an open 

Paris prepared to sail into Greece, in court belonging to the palace: hither 

• order to ravish Helen from her husband he fled for succour and protection, but 

MenelauB. Had this been the case, was slain by Pyrrhus. ^n. ii. 501, 2. 

Priam would have been bome to the 270. Ungrateful plough.'\ ProBopopeia. 

grave by his sons, and his fiineral solem- The plough is here represented as un- 

nized by the public lamentations of his grateftil, as forgetting the labours of the 

daughterg. old wom-out ox, and dcspising him as 
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Exitus ille utcumqiie hominis : sed torva canino 
Latravit rictu, quae post hunc vixerat, uxor. i . / 
Festino ad nostros, et regem transeo Ponti, /7' / ■ 
Et CroBSum, quem vox justi facunda Solonis 
. Respicere ad longae jussit spatia ultima vitae. 275 

»^; . ^Exilium et carcer, Minturnarumque paludes, 

, Et mendicatus victa Oarthagine panis, 
Hinc causas habuere. Quid illo cive tulisset 
Natura in terris, quid Boma beatius unquam, 
Si circumducto captivorum agmine, et omiii 280 

f Bellorum pompa, animam exhalasset opimam, 

/ Cum de Teutonico vellet descendere curru ? 

* <' • Provida Pompeio dederat Campania febres 
Optandas ; sed multse urbes, et publica vota 
/} ■ ^ Vicerunt ; igitur fortuna ipsius, et urbis 285 

Servatum victo caput abstulit. Hoc cruciatu 
, Lentulus, hac poena caruit, ceciditque Cethegus 
Integer, et jacuit Catilina cadavere toto. 

Formam optat modico pueris, majore puellis 

now useless. Some understand aiatro dered to be burned, he cried ont, " ?n- 

for agricola — ^meton. " lon ! Solon! Solon!" Cyrus asked the 

271. Bcoit ofa maiu] He died, how- reason of this, and was told what So- 

ever, like a man — ^this was not the case lon had said ; whereupon, considering it 

of his wife. might be his own case, he spored his 

— Fierce tvi/e, ffc.'\ t. e. Hecuba, wife life, and treated him with much respect. 

of Priam, who, af ter the sacking of Troy, Respicere — to consider — mind — regard. 

lailed so against the Greeks, that she is 276. Mar^ies ofMintumcB^ ^c.] Cains 

feigned to have been tumed into a bitch. Marius being overcome in the civil war 

OviD. Met. lib. xiii. 1. 567 — 9. by Sylla, was forced to skulk in the 

273. To our own.'] To mention in- marshes of Mintumae, a city by the river 
stances and examples among our own Liris, where he was found, taken, and 
people. imprisoned ; he then escaped into Africa, 

— The king of J^ontus.'] Mithridates, where he lived in exile, and begged 

who maintained a long war with the his bread in the streets of Carth^e, 

Romans, but was at last routed by which had been conquered by the Ro- 

Pompey. He would have shortened his mans. 

days by poison, but had so fortified him- 278. Henoe had their causes.'] All these 

self by an antidote, invented by him, misfortunes were owing to Marius^s liv- 

and which still bearshis name,that none ing so long ; he died in the sixty-eighth 

would operate upon him. See sat. vi. year of his age. 

L 660, and note. — Than that cUizen.'] i. e. Than Ma- 

274. Crcesus, whom^ ^c.] CroBsus was rius. 
the last king of Lydia, so rich, that 280 — 2. If — when^ ffc.] If wheli, in 
Croesi divitise was a proverbial saying. his triumph after conquering the Cimbri, 
He asked Solon (one of the wise men of he had numbers of captives led around 
Greece, and lawgiver of the Athenians) his triumphal car, and amidst all the 
■wbo was the happiest man ? The philo- pomp and glory of victory, he had 
sopher told him, " no man could be said breathed out his mighty soul, as he do- 
" to be happy before death." This, af- scended, after the triumph was over, 
terwards, Crcesus found to be true ; for, from his chariot, he had been the hap- 
being taken prisoner by Cyrus, and or- piest man in nature, or that Rome ever 
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However, that was the exit of a man : but his fierce wife, 
Who outlived him, bark''d with a canine jaw. 
I hasten to our own, and pass by the king of Pontus, 
And Croesus, whom the eloquent voice of just Solon 
Oommanded to look at the last period of a long life. 275 
Banishment and a prison, and the marshes of Mintumse, 
And bread begged in conquerM Carthage, 
Hence had their causes — what, than that citizen, had 
Nature on the earth, or Rome ever bome, more happy, 
If, the troop of captives being led around, and in all 280 
The pomp of wars, he had breathM forth his great soul, 
When he would descend from the Teutonic chariot ? 
Provident Campania had given Pompey fevers 
To be wished for ; but niiany cities, and public vows 
Overcame them : therefore his own fortune, and that of the 
city, ^ 285 

Took off his preserved head from him conquerM: thistorment, 
This punishment Lentulus was free from ; and Cethegus fell 
Entire, and Catiline lay with his whole carcase. 
With moderate murmur, the anxious mother desires beauty 

bred^ and have escaped tHe miseries ness (see note on 1. 285.) was destroyed 

which afterwards befel him. after his defeat, and his head severc^ 

282. Teutonic chariotl The Teutones from his body by Achillas and Salvius, 
weie a people bordering on the Cimbri, sent for that purpose from Ptolemy, who 
conqnered by Marius ; the chariot in intended it as a present to Caesar. 
which Marius rode in his triumph over Of Pompey's death, see Ant. Univ. 
these people is therefore called Teuto- Hist vol. xiii. p. 217. 

nic, a&JiBedC on ihat occasion. 287. Lenttdus — Cethegus.'] These were 

283. JPromdent Campania.'] When first in the conspiracy with Catiline, and 
Pompey engaged in the civil war against being put into prison, by order of Cicero, 
Caesar, he had a violent fever at Naples, then consul, were strangled, so that their 
aiid another at Capua, of which he was bodies were not dismembered. 

like to have died : these seem to have 288. CatUine, ^c.] The famous con- 

been provided against the miseries which spirator, whose designs were detected 

afterwaids befel him. and frustrated by Cicero, died in battle, 

284. To be wished for,] In order to without the loss of any part of his body. 
take him ont of life, while he was great See Sallust. Ali these died young 
and happy. men, and thus were taken away from 

285. Overcame ikemJ] The united the miseries which those meet with who 
wishes and prayers of so many cities and live to old age. 

peopIe,forhisrecovery,prevaiIedagainst 289. Moderate murmur.] The word 

ihe e£fects of his sickness, and saved his murmur here implies that sort of mut- 

iSfe. tering which they used at their prayers 

— His ovm fortune.'] Which reserved to the gods ; this was louder, and more 

Itim to be slun in his flight to Egypt, distinct, on some occasions than on 

afier bis defeat by Caesar. others, according to the degree of fer- 

— Thai of ihe c%.] Doomed to fell vency in the suppliant Comp. Pers. 

iinder the dominion of Pompey'8 enemy, sat ii. 6 — 8. 
afker Boffering so much by a civil war. — Anxious mother, ^c.] The poet here 

286. Took qf, ^c] That life which represents another popular folly, in sup- 
had been preserved in a dangerous sick- posing a mother anxious for having 
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Murmure, cum Venerls fanum yidet anxia mater, 290 

Usque ad ddicias votorum : cur tamen, inquit, 

^^^^ Corripias? pulchra gaudet Latona Diana. 

^*'^^ " Sed vetat optari faciem Lucretia, qualem 

Ipsa habuit. Cuperet Butilss Virginia gibbum 
Accipere, atque suam Butilde dare. Filius autem 295 

Corporis egregii miseros trepidosque parentes 
Semper habet. B.aba est adeo concordia FORM^y # 

Atque pudiciti^ i Sanctos licet horiri j^ mores jC^t^^kiJB^z^ 
Tradiderit domus, ac veteres imiiata Sabinos. \>^ 

Praeterea, castum ingenium, vultumque modesto 300 

Sanguine ferventem tribuat natura benigna 
Larga manu : (quid enim puero conferre potest plus 
Custode, et cura natura potentior omni ?) 
Non licet esse virps : nam prodiga corruptoris 
/ Improbitas ipsos audet tentare parentes : 305 

/ ^ TfiTifi in muneribus fiducia. Nullus ephebum . 

rX^'' ^^^"^^ Deforme^ ssev^, castravit in arce tyrannus: ^ // J / ^i- J 

i Nec prsetextatum rapuit Nero loripedem , vel^^ /^v ^ u /{. 

^**'^ ^' Strumosum., atque utero pariterTgi bboque tumenteih. 

fnunc, et juvenis specie Isetare tui, quem 310 

L aM:^'^ Majora expectant discrimina. Fiet adulter 

hands(»aae diildidn, and praying for this rose in arms, expelled the Tarquins, and 

at the shrine of Venus, the &bled god- changed the monarchy to a common- 

dess of beauty. wealth. 

291. Even to the ddight, ^c.] So that 294. Virginia.'\ A Roman yiigin exr 
the highest and fondest of them might ceedingly beautiM, whom her own £&- 
be gratified, and the delight of their ac- ther, to prevent her being exposed to 
complishment be equal to that which she the lust of Appius, one of the Decemviri, 
felt in making them. stabbed in the middle of the fomm. 

292. i?2amem6?] Aquestionsupposed RutUa,'] An ugly deformed old 

fzom the mother to the poet, on his find- woman, above seyenty-Beyen years old, 

ing fiiult with her for what she did. as Pliny says, was in no danger of such 

— Latona r^oices, ^c.'] She defends a death, and therefore happier in her 

what she does by quoting an ezample. defbrmity than Viiginia in her beauty ; 

Latona, daughter of Coeus, one of the so that the latter might haye gladly 

Titans, bore, to Jupiter, Apollo and changed her person for that of Rutila. 
Diana at the same birth. 295. Bitt a son, ^c.] i.e. A son with 

293. Lucretia forfnds^ ^c.] The poet an accomplished and beautiful person 
answers the example brought for asking makes his parents unhappy, and keeps 
beautiful children, by the instance of them in perpetual fear, so yery larely do 
Lucretia, whose beauty proyed her un- beauty and modesty meet together. 
doing. She was a beautiful Roman 296. Person.'] The word corporis, 
lady, the daughter of Lucretius, prefect which literally signifies the body, is here 
of the city, and wife of Tarquinius Col- used for the whole person of the man, 
latinus, rayished by Sextus Tarquinius, per synec. 

son of Tarquinius Superbus, which she 298. Hormly houae^ ^c.] i. e. Though 

80 resented, that she sent for her fiither the plain family, rough and honest, 

and husband, and stabbed herself before should haye fumished lum with the best 

them. The people of Rome, on this, morals, and brought him up m all the 
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For her boys — with greater for her girls, when she sees the 
temple of Venus, 290 

Even to the delight of her wishes. Yet, why, says she, 
Should you blame me i Latona rejoices in fair Diana. 
But Lucretia forbids a face to be wished for, such -^ 
As she had. Virginia would desire to accept the^ump of Rutil^ 
And give her (shape) to Rutila. But a son, with a 295 
Bemarkable person, always has miserable and trembling 
Parents — So rare is the agreement op beauty 
And chastity ! — Tho' the homely house chaste morals should 
Have transmitted, and imitated the old Sabines. 
Beside, a chaste disposition, and a countenance glowing 300 
With modest blood, let bounteous nature give him 
With a kind hand, (for what more upon a boy can 
Nature, more pow^rful than a guardian, and than all care, 

bestow ?) 
They must not be men ; for the prodigal improbity 
. Of a corrupter dares ta tempt the parents tliemselves : 305 
<^ So great is confidence in bribes. No tyrant ever 
Gastrated a deformM youlETirhis cruel palace : 
Nor did Nero ravish a noble youth club-footed, or one 
With a wen, and swelling equally in his belly and hump. 
Go now,'and delight in the beauty of your young man, 310 
Whom greater dangers await. He will become a public 

plain and Tirtnous BimpKcity of the old will carry their point. 
Sabines, (see sat vi L 162, 3.) trans- — No tyrant, ^c.] The poet shews 

mitting modesty and chastity by their another danger arising from beauty, 

ow^ examples also. namely, that of being taken into the 

300. Glowing, ^c.] Easily blushing at palaces of princes and great men, where 

every species of indecency. they were kept for unnatural purposes, 

303, More pow^rfvJ^ jfc.] i, e, Who is and castrated, in order to m^e their 
more powerfol than aJl outward re- voices like those of women ; now this 
straints. q. d. Natural good dispositions might be the consequence of being hand- 
are more powerful preservatiyes against some, but no deformed and ugly youth 
vice, than all the watchfiilness and care was ever served so. See sat. vi. 368 — 72. 
of gnardians and parents. 308. Nero ravish^ ^c.] Alludes to the 

304. Miui not be meru] If they are to horrid amours of Nero with Sporus, 
escape ^ the pollutions that are in the whom he dressed in woman^s apparel, 
^ world through lusts,^* they must die and is said to have married. See sat i. 
yonng, and not be men. 60, note. 

— The prodigal improbiti/, ^c.] The 309. A 1^671,1 Struma signifies a swel- 

offers of those who would corrupt their ling, or wen, arising from a scrofulous 

chastity, and who think no prodigality habit, like what we call the king^s evil. 

too great to seduce youth, will even at- Strumosus, one that has this disorder. 
tempt to corrupt the parents themselves, — SwelUng, ^f^.] t. e. Pot^bellied and 

by bribing them, at any price, over to hump-backed. 

their side. Snch is their extravagant 310. 6ro now, ^c.] An ironical apo- 

wickedness. strophe to the mother (see L 289 — 91.) 

306. Confidence in brib^.l So tho- who is wishing for beautiful children. 
roughly persuaded are they that a bribe 311. Greater dangers^ 4^c.] Thc older 
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PublicTis, et poenas metuet, quascunque maritus 

Exigit iratus : nec erit felicior astro 

Martis, ut in laqueos nunquam incidat : exigit autem 

Interdum ille dolor plus, quam lex uUa dolori 315 

Concessit. Necat hic ferro, secat ille cruentis 

Verberibus, quosdam moechos et mugilis intrat. 

Sed tuus Endymion dilectse fiet adulter 

Matronae : mox cum dederit Servilia nummos, 

Fiet et illius, quam non amat : exuet omnem 320 

Corporis ornatum : quid enim ulla negaverit udis 

Inguinibus, sive est naec Hippia, sive Catulla? 

DstoiiM:jboto8J]Lahe.t illic.iQexmnauJGOiores*^ 

Sed casto quid forma nocet 2 quid profait olim 
Hi ppoJYt o grave propositum ! quid Belleropho^ti ? , S25 

ilruDuit nempe haecj ceu fastidita repulsa: ,;.• , 
Nec Sthenoboea minus quam Cressa excanduit, fet i^ ' 
Concussere ambse. Mulier ssevissima tunc est, 
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he growB, the more daiigeifs will he be 317. The muUet, ^c.] This was a 

exposed to, even greater than those punishment sometimes inflicted on adul- 

already mentioned. terers, when caught in the £Etct, and mnst 

311. He wiU hecome^ ^0."] He will be attemied with the most ezcruciating 

intrigue with married women, and, on pain. fii was done by thnisting the fish 

detection by the husbands, be exposed up the fundament, and then drawing it 

to all the suffering which their rage and out, with the fins laying hold of and 

jealousy may inflict. tearing the part. 

313. Happier than the star^ ^c.] As 318. But your Endymion.] Another 

all destiny was supposed to be goyemed ironical apostrophe to the mother. See 

'by the stars, so the word star (per me- before, note on L 310. 

tonym.) may signify destiny. Will he Endymion was a shepherd, febled to 

have better luck than Mars, who, when have been fallen in love with by Cynthia, 

in an amour with Venus, was surprised or the moon, who, that she might kiss 

by her husband Vulcan, who enclosed him, laid him asleep on mount Latmus, 

them with a net, and exposed them to in Caria, near the coast of the Archipe- 

the sight of all the gods. lago. 

315. Thatpain.'] Which an adulterer The poet uses the name Endymion 
may have inflicted on hun by an enraged here in derision of the mother, whom he 
husband. supposes to be so fond of her son, and &o 

— Than any law, ^c.] i. e. The pain pleased with his beauty, as to think him 

which the gallant may suflfer from the as handsome, at least, as Endymion him- 

husband may possibly exceed any that self, and as likely to excite the love of 

the law would inflict, or has allowed, for some favourite lady, as Endymion was 

such an offence. to excite the love of Cynthia, and who 

316. With a sivord.'] Ferrum means will think to have him all to herself. 
any tool or weapon made with iron. No, says the poet, this will only last till 
There seems here to be an imitation of some lucrative temptation comes in his 
HoR. lib. i. sat ii. 1. 40 — 46. way, and then he will be as bad as others, 

316, 17. Wifh bloody scourges.'] i. e. and just as profligate — for 

Most barbarously flogs the gallant with 319. When Servilia^ ^c.] This name 

scourges, the blood following the may here be put for any lewd and pro- 

strokes : fligate adulteress, who hired lovers for 

lUeftagdUa her pleasures. There may probably be 

Ad mortem ccecus, HoR. ubi supr. an allusion to Servilia, tie mother of 



SAT. X. JtJVENAL^S SATIRB8* 89 

Adulterer, and will fear whatsoever punishment an angry 
Husband exacts : nor will he be happier than the star 
Of Mars, that he should never fall into snares: but sometimes 
That pain exacts more than any law to pain 316 

Hasgranted. Onekillswithasword,anothercutswithbloody 
Scourges, and some adulterers the mullet enters. 
But your Endymion wiUbecometheadultererof somebeloved 
Matron : presently when Servilia shall give him money, 
He will become hers too whom he loves not : she will put oflt^ 
Every omament of her body : for what will any woman deny to 

^Those she likes, whether she be Hippia or Catulla ? 

>There a bad woman has her whole manners. 
Burhow does beauty hurt the chaste ? what, once on a time, 
did 324 

A solemn resolution benefit Hippolytus! what Bellerophon! 
Truly this reddenM as if scomed by a repulse : 
Nor was Sthenoboea less on fire than the Oretan, and both 
Vexed themselves. A woman is then most cmel 



Biutus, and sister of Cato, with whom horses taking fright at the searcalves 

Csesar lived in illicit commerce. lying on thc shore, oyertumed the cha- 

When Buch a one pays him well, how- riot, and killed him. 
ever he may dislike her person, he will — BeUerophon.l Sthenoboea (the wife 

be at her service. of Poetus, king of the Argives) falling in 

320. Pnt off^ ^c.] She will strip hei^ love with him, he refiised her ; at which 

self of all her jewels and finery, part she was so incensed, that she accused 

with every thing that^s valuable, to sup- him to her husband : this forced him 

ply the means of rewarding her lover. upon desperate adventures, which he 

322. Hij^pia.'] See sat. vi 82 — 112. overcame. Sthenoboea, hearing of his 
A prodigal adulteress. success, killed herself. 

— CatuUa.] See sat. ii. 49. A poor 326. TTiese redden^d, ^c.] Phaedra red- 

harlot. dened with anger and resentment, as 

q. d. However different in their cir- thinking herself despised. 
cumstances, they will all meet in this 327. Sihenoboea, ^c.] See note on 

point,i7i2r. to spare nothing where a lover 1. 325. 
is in question. — The Oretan.] Phaedra was the 

323. Therea bad woman.'\ On that one daughter of Minos, king of Crete. 
principle of self-gratification she forms — Both.'\ Phaedra and Sthenoboea, 
all her conduct ; there she shews her- 328. Vexed themselves.l Concussere. 
self kind, generpus, and liberal, how- The verb concutio literally signifies to 
ever worse in general than others. shake, jog, or stir ; and, when applied 

324. How does beatdy, ^c.] Granting to the mind, to trouble, vex, or disquiet. 
that beauty may be pemicious, in in- Here it intimates, that these women 
stances like those above mentioned, yet shook, or stirred themselves, into a fit of 
how can it injure the chaste and vir- rage and vexation. It seems to be used 
tuons ? metaphorically, from the cus^om of the 

325. A solemn resolution, ^c.] This wrestlers and boxers at the theatres, who, 
was the solemn resolve of Hippolytus, before they engaged, gave themselves 
to refiise the love of his step-mother blows on the breast, or sides, to excite 
Phaedra, who, for this, accused him of anger and fury. Thus the lion is said to 
tempting her to incest. He fled away shakc his mane, and lash himself with 
in a cbariot by the jBea side, but the his tail, when he would be fiirious. 
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Cum stimulos odio pudor admovet. Elige quidnam 

Suadendum esse putes, eui nubere Csesaris uxor 330 

Destinat : optimus hic, et formosissimus idem 

Gentis patriciaB rapitur miser extinguendus 

MessalinsB oculis : dudum sedet illa parato 

Flammeolo ; Tyriusque palam genialis in hortis 

Sternitur, et ritu decies centena dabuntur 335 

Antiquo : veniet cum siofnatoribus auspex. 

Hsec tu secreta, et paucis commissa putabas ! 

Non nisi legitime vult nubere. Quid placeat, dic : 

Ni parere velis, pereundum est ante lucernas : 

Si scelus admittas, dabitur mora parvula, dum res 340 

Nota urbi et populo, contingat principis aures : 

Dedecus ille domus sciet ultimus. Interea tu 

Obsequere imperio, si tanti est vita dierum 

Paucorum ; quicquid melius, levuisqufLjtutaris, 

Prsebenda est gladio pulchra hsec et candida cervix. 345 

328. Mo^ crud^ ^c.J A woman is horrid lewdness of tliis empress, see sat. 
then most savage and relentless, when, vi. 115 — 31. 

on being disappointed, the fear of shame — Lory she sits^ ^c.] The time seems 

ndds spurs to her resentment, and her long to her, while waiting for Si- 

passion of loye is changed to hatred. lius. 

See Gen. xxxix. 7 — 20. 333, 4. Prepared bridal veil,'] Which 

Virgil represents Juno as stirred up she had prepared for the ceremony. See 

to her relentless hatred to ^neas, and sat ii. L 124, note on the word flam- 

the Trojans, from several motiyes ; among mea ; and sat. tL 224. 

the rest, irom the contempt which had 334. Operdy^ ^c.] She transacts her 

been shewn her hy Paris, in his judg- matter openly, without fear or shame ; 

ment against her at mount Ida. accordingly she omits nothing of the 

Necdum etiam causcB irarum, savique marriage ceremony : she puts on the 

dolores^ flame-coloured marriage veil ; the con- 

JSoKiderant animo, manet aUa m^fUe jugal bed was sumptuously adomed with 

repostum purple, and prepared in the Lucullan 

Jttdicium Paridis, spretaque injuria gardens, a place of public resort See 

forma, ^c. ^c. Mn, i. 29 — 31. note on 1. 338. 

See also ^n. v. 5 — 7. 335. Ten iimes an kundred.'] She had 

329. Choose, ^cJ] i. e. Think it over, her portion ready, according to ancient 
dnd determine, all things considered, custom. On this instance it ampuntcd 
what advice you would give. to the vast sum of one thousand sester- 

330. To him whom^ ^c.] Silius is meant tia. See sat. i. 1. 406, note, This was 
here, a noble Roman, whom the empress supposed to be given to the husband, in 
Messalina so doated upon, that she made consideration of the burdens of matri- 
him put away his wtfe Julia Syllana, mony. 

and resolved to marry him in the ab- 336. Soothsayer — signers, ^c.] The 

sence of her husband, the emperoj^Clau- soothsayer, who always attended on such 

dius, who was gone no ferther than occasions. Vajler. lib. ii. says, that 

Ostia, a city near the mouth of the among the ancients, nothing of conse- 

Tiber. quence was undertaken, either in private 

333. By the eyes, ^c.] By her having or public, without consulting the au- 
fixed her eyes upon him, so as to be- spices ; hence a soothsayer attended on 
come enamoured with him. Of the marriages. Auspex — quasi avispex — 
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When shame adds goads to hatred. Choose what 329 

You think to be advised, to him whom Csesar's wife destines 
To marry : this the best and most beantifal too 
Of a patrician family is hurried, a wretch, to be destroyM 
By the eyes of Messalina : long she sits in her prepar^d 
Bridal veil, and openly the Tyrian marriage-bed is strowed 
In the gardens, and ten times an hundred will be given by 

ancient 335 

Rite : the soothsayer, with the signers, will come. 
Do you think these things secret, and committed to a few i 
She will not marry unless lawfully. Say — what like you ? — 
Unless you will obey, you must perish before candle-b'ght. 
If you commit the crime, a little delay will be given, till the 

thing, 340 

Known to the city and to the people, reaches the prince''^ ears, 
(He will last know the disgrace of his house.) In the mean 

while 
Do thou obey the command, if the life of a few days is 
Of such consequence ; whate ver you may think best and easiest, 
This fair and white neck is to be yielded to the sword. 345 



because they divined from the flight and marrying the wife of another. 

other actions of birds. — A little dday^ ^c.] You wifl pro- 

The signatories were a Bort of public bably live for a few daya ; the pubUc ru- 

notaries, who wrote and attested wills, mour will reach the prince^s ears, though 

deeds, marriage-settlements, &c. These later than the ears of others, as he will 

also were present ; for, before the mar- probably be the last who hears the dis- 

riage, they wrote down in tables, (tabu- honour due to his £unily, few, perhaps, 

lis, see sat. ii 58, note,) by way of re- daring to break such a thing to him. 

cord, the form of the contract, to which 343. The command.'] Of Messalina. 

they, with the witnesses, set their seals. — Ifthe life ofafew days^ ^c.] If you 

337. These things secret, S[cJ] That she think that living a few days more or less 
does things privately, so that only a few is of so much consequence, that you will 
chosensecretfriendsshould knowthem? sooner commit a crime of such ma^- 
by no means. tude to gain a short respite, than risk an 

338. Ufdess lavfuUy.] She determines earlier death, by avoiding the commis- 
to marry publicly, with all the usual sion of it, then to be sure you must 
forms and ceremonies ; and this, says obey ; but whichever way you deter- 
Tacitus, in the fece of the senate, of the mine — 

equestrian order, and of the whole peo- 345. Neck, Sj;c.] This beautifiil person 

ple and soldiery. See Ant. Univ. Hist of yours will be sacrificed, either to Me*- 

voL xiv. p. 344, note t. salina^s resentment, if you don't comply, 

— Say, what lihe you ?] Quid placeat — or to the emperor^s, if you do. How- 

what it may please you to do. Say, Si- ever, the marriage took place, and they 

lius, what part will you take in such a pleased themselves in all festivity that 

situation? what do you think best to do, day and night ; afterwards Silius waa 

tmder so fatal a dilemma ? seized, by the emperor^s command, and 

339. Ufdess^ ^c.'] If you refiise this put to death ; thus exhibiting a striking 
horrid woman^s ofFer, she will have you example of the sad consequcnces which 
murdered before night. often attend being remarkable for beauty, 

340. ]{f you commit the crime.] Of Messalina, soon aftcr, was killed in the 
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Nil ergo optabnnt homines i si consilium vis, 
Permittes ipsis expendere numinibus, quid 
conveniat nobis, rebusque sit utile nostris. 
Nam pro jucundis aptissima quaeque dabunt Di. 
Carior est illis homo, quam sibi : nos animorum 350 

Impulsu, et caeca magnaque cupidine ducti, 
Conjugium petimus, partumque uxoris : at illis 
Notum, qui pueri, qualisque futura sit uxor. 
Ut tamen et poscas aliquid, yoyeasque sacellis 
Exta, et candiduli divina tomacula porci ; 355 

Orandum est, ut sit mens sana in corpore sano. 
Fortem posce animum, et mortis terrore carentem ; 
Qui spatium vitse extremum inter munera ponat 
NaturaB, qui ferre queat quoscunque labores ; 
Nesciat irasci ; cupiat nihil ; et potiores 360 



gardens of LucuUus, whither she had 354. A^ somethinff.'] In the fomcr 

retired. See Ant. Univ. Hist yoL xiy. part of this fine passage the poet Bpeaks 

p. 348, 9. of leaving all to the gods, m such an 

346. ShaH men there/ore, ^c.] If all absolute and nnresenred manner, as 
you say be considered, the consequence seemingly to ezclude the exercise of 
seems to be, that it is wrong to wish, or prayer : as to outward things, such as 
pray, for any thinff. power, riches, beauty, and the like, he 

— Have advice.]lf you will be advised certainly does, inasmuch as these matters 

what is best to do, I answer — ought to be left entirely to Providence, 

347. Permtt ihe gods, ffc.] Leave all we not being able to judge about them ; 
to the gods ; they know what is best for and, indeed, as he has shewn throughout 
us, and what is most suitable to our cii^ the preceding part of this Satire, the 
cumstances and situations. having of these things may prove ruin- 

349. Instead of fieasant thinffs, S[c,] ous and destructive, therefore are not 
They can, though we cannot, foresee all proper subjects either of desire or prayer: 
consequences which will arise, and there- but now the poet finely shews, that 
fore, instead of bestowing what may be there are subjects of prayer, which are 
pleasing, they will give what is most not only desirable, but to be petitioned 
proper, most suitable, and best adapted for, as conducive to our real good and 
to our wel^Eire ; and this, because mor- happiness. 

tals are dearer to them than we are to — Vow in chapds.] Sacellum signifies 

ourselves. Comp. l Pet v. 7. a chapel, a little temple, or perhaps any 

350, I. By the impulse, S^c.'] We are place consecrated to divine worship. 
impelled to wish for things, merely firom Here it may signify the sacred shrines 
the strong dcsire we have to possess of their gods, before which they offered 
them ; and do not reflect, as we ought, their vows, prayers, and sacrifices. 

on the blindness of our minds, which 355. jK«<mt&.] TheboweIs,or inwards, 

cannot see farther than present things, of animals, which were execta, (unde 

and therefore are led to judge amiss of exta,) cut out, and offered in sacrifice. 
what may be for our good in the end. — Divine ptiddings^ ^c.] Tomacula, or 

352. Wedlock, and ike hringing forth^ tomacIa,fromGr. T€/uv«,tocut, werepud- 

^c.] We pray for a wife, and that that dings, or sausages, made of the livcr and 

wife may bring forth children ; but the flesh of the animal, choppedand mixed 

gods only can foresee how either the together, and were called also fai^cimina, 

wife or children may turn out, conse- gut-puddings ; and, like our sausages, 

quently, whether the gratification of our were made by stuffing a gut taken from 

wishes may be for our happincss. the animal with the above ingredients. 
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Shall men therefore wish for nothing ? If you will have 

advice, 
Permit thb gods themselves to gonsideb what 
May suit us, and be useful to our affairs. 
For instead of pleasant things, the gods will give whatever 

are fittest. 
/Man is dearer to them, than to himself: we, led by 

the 350 

Impulse of our minds, and by a blind, and great desire, 
Ask wedlock, and the bringing forth of our wife : but to 

them 
Is known, what children, and what sort of a wife she may be. 
However, that you may ask something, and vow in chapels 
Entrails, and the divine puddings of a whitish swine, 355 
You must pray, that you may have a sound mind in a 

SOUND BODY. 

Ask a mind, strong, and without the fear of death ; 
Which puts the last stage of life among the gifts of 
Nature ; which can bear any troubles whatsoever ; 
Knows not to be angry ; covets nothing; and which thinks 360 

These accompanied the sacrifices, and fiov rereXeKo^ I have finished my course. 

were therefore called divine. 358, 9. Gi/ls of nature.'] The word 

Whiiish stvine.'\ This was ofFered munus either signifies a gift, or a duty, 

to Diana, under the name of Lucina, in or office. If we take munera, here, in 

order to make her propitious to child- the former sense, we must understand 

bearing women, as also on other occa- the poet to mean, that true fortitude, so 

sions. See Hon. lib. iii. ode xxiL &r irom fearing death as an evil, looks 

356. You mtist pray^ ^c.] As if the on it as a gift or blessing of nature. So 
poet had said, ^ I by no means object Mr. Drydbn : 

" either to sacrifices or prayers to the A soul that can securdy deaih de/y, 
** gods, provided what is asked be rea- Afid count it nature^s privHege todie, 

^ sonable and good, we cannot be too In the other sense, we must understand 

" eamest." the poet to mean, that death will be 

— A sound mind, ^c.] q. d. Health of looked upon, by a wise an(J firm mind, 

body and mind is the first of blessings as an office, or duty, which all are to 

here below ; without a sound mind we fulfil, and therefore to be submitted to 

can oieither judge, determine, or act as such, not with fear and dismay, but 

aright ; without bodily health there can with as much willingness and complar 

be no enjoyment. cency, as any other duty which nature 

357. A mind sirong^ ^c.] Fortitude, has laid upon us. 

by which, unmoved and undismayed, you 359. Any troubles, ^c.] Any misfor- 

can look upon death without terror. tunes, without murmuring and repining, 

358. 7%e last stage, ^c.] Ultimum much less sinking under them. 
spatium, in the chariot and horse-racing, 360. Knows not to he angry.'] Can so 
signified the space between the last rule the tempers and passions of the 
bound or mark, and the goal where the soul, as to control, on all occasions, 
lace ended. Hencej by an easy meta- those perturbations which arise within, 
phor, it denotes the latter part of life, and produce a violence of anger. 

when we are near our end, and are about — Covefs nothing.'] Being content and 

to finish our course of life. submissive to the will of Providence, 

So St. Paul, 2 Tim. iv. 7. says, rov Bpo- desires nothing but what it has, neither 
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rercuns serumnas credat, ssBvosque labores, 
Et Venere, et coenis, et plumis Sardanapali. 

Monstro quod ipse tibi possis dare : Semita certe 
^^ Tranquill^ per virtutem patet unica vit^. 

Nullum numen habes, si sit prudentia : sed te 3G5 

Nos facimus, Fortuna, deam, coeloque locamus. 

coveting what others have, or nneasy to Rome, at that time, who conld havc 

obtain what we ourselves have not taught Juvenal, that bvery oooo 

361. The toUs o/ Hereulesy S^c.] AHxid' gipt, and bvbry pbrfbct oipt, is 
ing to what aie usually called, the from abovb, and oombth down 
twelve labours of Hercules. froi/ thb fathbr of lights. Comp. 

362. Than the laacwiousness, ^o.] Such Jer. x. 23. 

a mind as has been described esteems Hor. lib. i. epist xviiL 1. 111, 12, 

the greatest suiferings and labours, even says, 

such as Hercules underwent, more eligi- Sed mtis ed orare Jovem qui donat et 

ble than all the pleasures and enjoyments au/erty 

of sensuality. Det vitam, det opesy aquum mi animum 

— ^rdanapcdvs?^ The last king of As- ipse parabo, 

syria, whose life was such a scene of Cic. Nat. Deorum, lib. iiL c xxxvi. 

lasciviousness, luxury, and effeminacy, declares it as a general opinion, that man- 

that he fell into the utmost contempt in kind received from the gods the outward 

the eyes of his subjects, who revolted ; conveniences of life, virtutem autem 

and he, being overcome, made a pile, nemo unquam aoceptam Deo retulit ; 

set it on iire, and bumt hunsel^ and his ^ but virtue none ever yet thought they 

most valuable moveables, in it : " The " received from the Deity." And again, 

** only thing." says Justin, " he ever " this is the persuasion of all, that for- 

^ did like a man." ^ tune is to be had from the gods, wis- 

As the word venere, in this line, is " dom firom ourselves." Again, " who 

metonymically used for lewdness, or ^ ever thanked the gods for his being a 

lasciviousness, Venus being the goddess " good man ? men pray to Jupiter, not 

of these, and coenis for ali manner of ^ that he would make them just, tempe- 

gluttony and luxury, so plumis may here " rate, wise, but rich and prosperous." 

be used to denote softness and effemi- Thus ^ they became vain in their ima- 

nacy of dress. "^ gination, and their foolish heart was 

Plumae, in one sense, is used some- ^ darkened ; professing themselves to 

times to denote plates, scales, or span- "• be wise, they became fools.^* Rom. 

gles, wrought on the armour or accoutre- L 21, 2. 

ments of men or horses, one whereof 365. You have no deity, ^c] If men 

was laid upon another. Garments also would act prudently and wisely, we 

were adomed with gold and purple should no more hear of good or ill luck, 

plumage, feather-worL Amw. See as if the affurs of men were left to the 

^n. xL L 770, I. disposal of Fortune, or chance, who 

363. What yoursd/ may gvoe, iJfc.] manages them in a way of sport and 
While others are disquieting themselves, caprice, independently of any endea- 
and asking for the gratification of their vours of their own ; ludum insolentem 
foolish and hurtful desires, let me tell ludere pertinax. (See Hor. lib. iiL ode 
you the only way to solid peace and xxix. L 49 — 52.) The goddess Fortune 
comfort, and what it is in your own would no longer be a divinity in the eyes 
power to bestow upon yourself ; I mean, of mortals, if they were themselves pm- 
and it is most certainly tme, that there dent and careful in the management of 
is no other way to happiness, but in the themselves and their afi^drs. 

paths of virtue. Comp. EccL xiL 13, It is not easy to do justice to the word 

1 4. The heathen thought that every numen, in this place, by any singlc one 

man was the author of his own virtue in the English language ; at least I ara 

and wisdom ; but there were some at not acquainted with any that can at 
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The toils of Hercules, and his cruel labonrs, better 

Than the lasciviousness, and luxury, and plumes of Sardana- 

palus, 
I shew what yourself may give to yourself : Surely the 

..QliLY 
PAT.B„mA^KJBT LIirjE WES PPEN THROUGH VIRTUE. 364 

You have no deity, Fortune, if there be prudence ; but 
Thee we make a goddess, and place in heaven. 



once compreliend all its meanings : it titles, as Fortuna libera, redux, publica, 

includes ^e will, pleasure, and determi- equestris, &c. See Brouohton, BibL 

nation or decree of a deity; power, au- Hist. Sacr. tit Fortunb. 
tbority ; a divine impulse ; dLvine pro- Horace^s description of tbis goddess, 

tection and favour ; influence ; also a and ber great power, forms one of tbe 

deity, a god ; all tbis tbe beatben at- most beautifdl of bis odes. See lib. i 

tributed to tbeir goddess Fortune. ode xxxv. 

366. Thee we make agoddess^ ^f^.] Tbe O Diva graium qua regis Anliutn^ 

ancient Greeks and Romans made a PrcMem^ ^c. ^c. 

goddess of Fortune, wbicb is, in reality, 366. Place m heaveiu] Giye ber a 

notbing more tban a sudden and unex- place among tbe gods. — q. d. As tbings 

pected event of tbings, from fors, luck, are, men are foolisb enougb to erect 

cbance, bazard. Tbese tbe beatben, temples to Fortune, make ber a goddesa, 

wbo knew not God, deified in tbe ima- worsbip ber as sucb, and attribute all 

ginary being Fortunb, wbicb tbey sub- tbeir miscarriages and troubles, not to 

Btituted in tbe place of ibat wise, tbougb tbeir own neglect, folly, and mismanage- 

mysterious, govemment of tbe world, ment, but to tbe power and influence of 

and all tbings in it,by Him ^ wbose judg- tbis imaginary deity. 
** ments are unsearcbable, and wbose For tbe ideas wbicb tbe Romans en- 

^ways are past finding out!** He bas tertained about tbe goddess Fortune, 

^given to man tbat wisdom wbicb is see sat iii L 39, 40. Sat vL L 604 

"profitable to direct" (EccL x. 10.) in — 8. 

tbe af&irs and concems of common Hfe ; I sbould obBerye, tbat some copies 

tbe due and proper exercise of wbicb is read, L 365, 
tbe duty of man towards bimsel£ Tbis Nullum numen abest^ S^c 

neglected, leaves bim witbout excuse, No deity is absent, f^c. 

wbatever evil may bappen : yet, under As if it were said, ibat if tbere be pru- 

tbe strictest exercise of buman wisdom dence, tbat is, if a man acts wisely and 

and prudence, let us remember, tbat pmdently, all tbe gods are present with 

disappointment may defeat tbe ends bim, not one absents bimself from bim ; 

proposed ; tbis ougbt to awaken our or, pmdence is all-sufficient, and no 

confidence in tbe suprbmb disposbr of otber deity can be wanting. But tbe 

ALL bvbnts, wbo kuows wbat is best sense first above given, on tbe reading 

for us : nullum numen babes, appears to be most 

** And ihat shotdd ieach us consoiiant to tbe intention of tbe two 

*^ There'*^ a divinity that shapet our ends, lines taken togetber. 

** Roug^hew them how we will.^^ I know not bow to end my observa- 

Hamlbt, act V. sc. iL tions on tbe Tentb Satire of Juvenal, 

Tlie Greeks bad many temples dedi- witbout calling it tbe finest piece, in 

cated to fortune, under tbe name of point of composition, mattcr, and senti- 

TTXH. Pindar makes ber one of tbe ment, wbicb we bave derived firom bea- 

destinies, tbe daugbter of Jupiter. An- tben antiquity. I sbould call it inimi- 

cus Martius, king of tbe Romans, first tably fine, bad not tbe late Dr. Samubl 

built a temple at Rome to tbis deity. Johnson^s poem, on '^Thb vanity 

Servius Tullus also built one at tbe of human wishes,^^ appeared ; such 

capitoL Afterwards tbe Romans conse- a copy, of sucb an origin^, is rarely to 

ciated temples to ber under various be met witb. 
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The poet tahes occasion^ from an invitation which he gives to 
his /riend Persicus to dine with him^ to commend frugality^ 
and to expose and reprehend all manner of intemperance 
and dehauchery; hut more particularly the luxury used hy 
the Bomans in theirfeasting. He instances some lewd prac- 
tices at their feasts^ a/ad reproves the nohility for making 

Atticus eximie si coenat, lautus habetur : 

Si Butilus, demens : quid enim majore cachinno 

Excipitur vulgi, quam pauper Apicius? omnis 

Gonvictus, thermse, stationes, omne theatrum 

De Rutilo. Nam dum valida ac juvenilia membra 5 

Sufficiunt galeae, dumque ardens sanguine, fertur 

(Non cogente quidem, sed nec prohibente Tribuno) 

Scripturus leges, et regia Verba lanistse. 

Multos porro vides, quos ssepe elusus ad ipsum 

Greditor introitum solet expectare macelli, 10 

lAne 1. I/AUicus, ^c.] The name of estate in eating and drinking: growing 

a very eminent person in Rome ; but poor and despised, he hanged himself. 

here it is meant to signify any one of See sat. iv. L 23. 
great wealth and quality. If such a one 4. Company,'] Conyictas signifies a 

gives a great entertainment, it being living together in one house, or at one 

agreeable to his rank and fortune, de- table, and, perhaps, what we call clubs, 

seryes not any other name than that of or ordinaries. 
splendour and munificence. — Baths.'] Thermae, hot baths. These 

2. I/ Rutilmy ^c.] One, who, by his were much resorted to, and were places 
extravagant gluttony, was reduced to of great gossipping and tattling. See 
the most shameful degree of poverty. sat. yii. 1. 233, and note. 

This, likewise, is here made use of as — The stations.^ Particular places in 

a common name for all such characters. the city, where idle people used to meet 

If such a one make a splendid feast, and talk together, perhaps about the 

we must caU him mad. market^place, or forum ; as in our towns, 

2, 3. A greater laugh^ ^c.] What can where ^ere are commonly a number of 

be a greater subject of ridicule among idle people standing and talking toge- 

the Yulgar, than Apicius in rags ? ther, in and near the market-place. See 

3. Apidus.'] A noted epicure in the Ainsw. Statio, No. 6. 

time of Nero ; he spent an immense 5. O/ RutUus.'} De — about or con- 
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lewdness and dehauchery ihe cMefest of their pleasures. He 
opposes the temperance andfrugality ofthe gredtest men in 
former ages^ to the riot and intemperance of the present, 
He concludes with repeating his inmtation to his friend^ 
advising him to a neglect of all care and disquiet for the 
present^ and a raoderate use of pleasures for thefuture. 

If AtticTis sups sumptuously, he is accounted splendid ; 
If Butilus, mad : for what is received with a greater 
Laugh of the vulgar, than poor Apicius ? every 
Company, the baths, the stations, every theatre, J^talk] 
Of Ri^tilus. For while his strong and youthful limbs 5 
Suffice for a helmet, and while ardent in blood, he is re- 

ported 
(The tribune not compelling indeed, but neither prohibiting) 
To be about to write the laws, and princely words of a fencer. 
Moreover, you see many, whom the often-eluded creditor is 

wont 
To wait for at the very entrance of the shambles, 10 

ceming Rutilus. — q, d, He is the com- 7. The tribune nat compeUing, ^c.] 

mon subject of couTersation at all these Hinting, that, though he was not com" 

placea. pelled to such a practice of fencing, hy 

— YotUhfid limbs, ^c.] While in the the magistracy, as many had been by 

jHrime of life, and fit to bear arms in the Nero for his inhuman diversion, yet it 

laudable service of his country, he is so was a chame that he was suffered to un- 

lednced to poverty, by his luxury and dertake it, and not advised, or com- 

extiavagance, as to apply himself to the manded, by the magistracy, to the con- 

wretched trade of a fencer, or prize- trary. See sat. viii. 193. 

fighter, for bread. 9. You see nany^ ^c.] Such fellows as 

6. He ia reported,'] Or fisrtur may Rutilus. 

mean, he is carried, by the necessity of — Ofien-eluded creditorj] Who had 

his dienmstances, to copy out the laws, been often promised payment, but de- 

rules, words of command (regia verba), ceived over and over again ; and who 

and other matters of knowledge, neces- in vain had pursued them to come at 

sary to make him a fencer, that he may his money. 

bc thoroughly qnalified for the art. 10. Wait /or, ^c.] Knowing no place 
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Et quibus in solo vivendi causa palato est. 

Egregius coenat, meliusque miserrimus horum, 

Et cito casurus jam perlucente ruina. 

Interea gustus elementa per omnia quaerunt, 

Nunquam animo pretiis obstantibus : interius si 15 

Attendas, magis illa juvant, qu^ pluris emuntur. 

Ergo haud difficile est perituram arcessere summam 

Lancibus oppositis, vel matris imagine fracta ; 

Et quadringentis nummis condire gulosum 

Fictile : sic veniunt ad miscellanea ludi. 20 

Refert ergo quis haec eadem paret : in Butilo nam 

Luxuria est; in Ventidio laudabile nomen 

Sumit, et a censu famam trahit. Illum ego jure 

Despiciam, qui scit quanto sublimior Atlas 

Omnibus in Libya sit montibus, hic tamen idem 25 

Ignoret, quantum ferrata distet ab arca 

Sacculus : e coelo descendit, yv&0t creavTov, 

80 likely to find them at, as in their i, e. to gratify their gluttony — 

way to market for provisions, at the en- 17. It is not diJicultJi They make no 

trance to which he places himself^ in sort of difficulty of procuring money, by 

hopes to catch them, before they had pawning what they have. 

spent the little remains of his money — Be toasted, ^c.] Which will soon be 

that he had lent them. gone, squandered away presently. 

11. Tke purposej ^c.] Who have no 18. I^ishes heing pa%imed.'\ Lanx signi- 
other design, or end of Uying, but eating fies, literally, a great broad plate, a deep 
and drinking. dish, or platter, to serve meat up in. 

12. The most tvretched, ^c.] When Here, by lancibus, perhaps, is to be un- 
they are visibly folling into ruin, even derstood his plate in general, his fiunily- 
the most wretched of them will live plate, per synec. This he sends to the 
more expensively than ever, thinking, pawnbrokers to raise money npon for 
perhaps, to put a good face on the mat- the present supply of his extrava- 
ter, the better to conceal their situation, gance. 

and thus to maintain their credit some — Broken image^ jfc.] A £Eunily bust, 

little time longer ; or, perhaps, from or statue, broken in pieces that it may 

mere desperation, seeing it is too late to not be known, and pawned for the value 

retrieve their afilairs. And they can be of the gold or silver only. 
butruined. This is no uncommon thing 19. Four hundred sesterces, ^c^ When 

in our day. so many nummi are mentioned, sesterces 

14 Meantime,'] While they have any (sestertii) are usually understood ; the 

thing left. sestertius is often called absolutely num- 

— Thei/ seek^ Scc.] They ransack, as it mus, because it was in most £requent 

were, earth, air, and water, for flesh of use. AIso, sestertius nummus, about 

beasts, fowl, and fish, for dainties to Hd, of our money. See Kennbtt, 

please their taste. book v. part ii. p. 13. Four hundred of 

15. Theprices, ^c.] They never con- these (about 21. 10«.) were laid out in 
sider or scruple the price which they are seasoning a single dish. 

to pay ; these do not stand in their 20. JSarthen dish.] Having pawned 

way. their plate, they are reduced to earthen 

16. More intimatdp, ^c.] More closely ware. This dish is put here, by meton. 
to the dispositions of such. for its contents. 

— Plecise more, ^fc.] The dish pleases — To the diet^ ^c.'] Miscellanea — ^a 
best that is dearest bought ; therefore, mixture of things without any order, n 
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And to whom the purpose of living is in the palate alone. 
The most wretched of theSe, and now soon to fall, (his 
Buin already being clear,) sups the more elegantly, and the 

better. 
Meantime, they seek a relish thro' all the elements, 
The prices never opposing their inclination : if youattend 15 
More intimately, those things plbasb more, which are 

BOUGHT FOR MORE. 

Therefore it is not difficult to procure a sum that will be 

wasted, 
Dishes being pawned, or a broken image of their mother, 
And, for four hundred sesterces, to season a relishing 
Earthen dish : thus they come to the diet of a prize-fighter. 20 
It importeth, therefore, who may prepare these same things 

— for, in Butilus, 
It is luxury ; in Ventidius a laudable name ^ 

It takes, and derives its fame firom his income. I should, 

by right, 
Despise him, who knows how much higher Atlas is 
Than all the mountains in Libya, yet this same person 25 
Be ignorant, how much a little bag differs from an 
Iron chest : know thyselp — descended from heaven. 



galHmawfry, an hotchpotcli, sach as the tion which is justly bestowed upon it^ 

sword-players and prize-fighters used to its praise. 

eat. From their daanties they are at last — From kis income.'] From the great 

reduced to the coarse diet, as well as to estate of the giver, who only lives in a 

the mean occupation, of a common prize- magnificence suitable to his income. 

fighter. See L 5, and note 2. 23, 4. By right, despise, S[c.'] Or justly, 

Ludi, for ludii, the gen. of ludius, a for he deserves it 

fltage-player, dancer, sword-player, and 24. Atlas.'] See sat viii. I. 32, note. 

the like, who plays on a stage. 26. A lUtle boff.] Sacculus — a little bag, 

21. It impotieth, ihere/ore.] q. d. pouch, or purse, in which money is put 
Therefore, that we may judge aright, 27. Iron chest.] The rich used to keep 
and not indiscriminately, it importeth their money in Jarge chests armed with 
ns to consider, who gives the entertain- iron, to prevent their being broken open 
ment, what are his drcumstances ; for and robbed. 

that may be praiseworthy in those who The poet means, that if a man has 

ean affoid it, which is highly yicious, sense enough to distinguish the size of 

and blameable, in those who cannot Atlas firom that of other mountains which 

— In RutiUts.] Above mentioned. See are inferior in size, and, at the same time, 

note on L 2. To live splendidly, would, is foolish enough not to see the difference 

in fudii a one as Rutilus, deserve the between his own narrow circumstances 

name of extzavagance and luxury, be- and the fortunes of the rich, so as to re- 

canse he is poor, and canH ajQford it gulate his manner of living accordingly, 

22. Vmtavus.'] A noble Roman, who he is very deserving of the utmost con- 
lived hospitably. tempt 

— A laudaJble name.] The entertain- — Know thysdf.] TvooBi fftavrov, This 

ments given by such a one are deservedly was a saying of Chilon the Lacedsemo- 

Btyled generous and magnificent nian, and a very important one ; for on 

23. Deriws its/ame.] The commenda- self-knowledge depends all other that 

VOL. II. JE 
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Flgendum, et memori tractandum pectore, sive 

Conjugium quaeras, vel sacri in parte senatus 

Esse velis. Nec enim loricam poscit Achillis 30 

Thersites, in qua se traducebat Ulysses 

Ancipitem. Seu tu magno discrimine causam 

Protegere afiectas ; te consule, dic tibi quis sis ; 

Orator vehemens, an Curtius, an Matho. Buccsd 

Noscenda est mensura tuaa, spectandaque rebus 35 

In summis, minimisque ; etiam cum piscis emetur : 

Nec muUum cupias, cum sit tibi gobio tantum 

In loculis : quis enim te, deficiente crumena, 

Et crescente gula, manet exitus ; sere patemo, 

Ac rebus mersis in ventrem, foenoris atque 40 

Argenti gravis, et pecorum agrorumque capacem ? 

Talibus a dominis post cuncta novissimus exit 

Annulus, et digito mendicat Pollio nudo. 

Non prsematuri cineres, nec ftinus acerbum 

can contribate to the right management note. Snch a fellow as tliis conld never 

and direction of himian life : for no man, think of contending for the armour of 

endowed with this, woiild plunge himself Achilles, or of nuJdng a third with 

into difficulties, by undertaking what is Ulysses and Ajax in the dispnte about 

beyond the reach of his abilities, either of it : he knew himself too well. 
mind, body, or estate. This apophthegm 31. Eacposed himsel/.'] To ridicule, as 

of Chilo^s was, with others, written up in the daw in the fiible exposed itself to 

golden letters at the temple of Apollo, at the derision of the oth^r birdfl, when it 

Delphos, and was therefore belieyed to had dressed itself in the borrowed 

come from heaven. Not but it is very plumes of the peacock. See Ajnsw. 

Bound theology, to say, that, to faave the Traduco, No. 5. 
veil of pride and self-love taken away, 32. DotibtfuL'} As to his appeaiance, 

80 ihat we know ourselves aiight, is the when he had the armour of AjchilleB bn, 

giffc of God, and the foundation of all to longer bearing his own aemblance. 

tnie and saving knowledge. See Jer. Others give this pasaage anoiher tum, 

zvii. 9, 10. and make it ezpress the modesty of 

2S, Fiaed^andrevol^oediS^c^ABficon- Ulysses, who shewed himself doubtfdl 

stant maxim, and principle of action, whether he should demand the annour 

and, as such, we should ever be mindfiil or not, looking upon himself as unworthy 

of it Tiacto — :Iit signifies to handle, to wear it So Farnab. 
which, in a mental sense, by analogy, 32, 3. Greai difficuUy.l Where the 

may signify to revolve in the mind. controversy is very hasudous and diffi- 

29. Wedlock.'] This instance of private cult, and the cause requires an able ad- 
and domestic concem may stand also for vocate to defend it 

all others of the like kind, in which self- 33. Consult thpself^ Before you un- 

knowledge is highly profitable to direct dertake, consult well your abilities for it 
aright — T^ thyself S^c.j After much self- 

30. Senate.Jl If you wish to be a se- ezamination, let your own conscience 
natqr, you ought to know yourself^ that answer, and tell you what manner af 
you may be able to judge whether you man you are. 

are fit for such an office ; for nothing can 34. A vehement orator.'] Eloquent and 

be more pemicious to the state than un- powerfuL 

able statesmen, as well as disgracefiil to — Or Chirtitts.] Montanus, a man of 

those who are so. very middling abilities. 

— Thersites.'] See sat viii I. 269, — Or Ma;tho,] See sat i L 32, and 



8AT. XI. JUVENAL'8 8ATIRE8. 61 

To be fixed, and revolved in the mindAil breast, whether 

You may seek wedlock, or would be in a part of 

The sacred senate. For Thersites does not demand the 30 

Breast-plate of Achilles^ in which Ulysses exposed himself 

Doiibtful. Or whether you may affect to defend acause in great 

DijBicuIty ; consult thyself, tell thyself who thou art, 

A vehement orator, or Ourtius, or Matho. The measure of 

Your abilities is to be kno wn, and regarded in the greatest, 35 

And in the least affairs ; even when a iish shall be bought : 

Nor should you desire a mullet when you have only a gudgeon 

In your purse : for what end awaits thee, your purse failing, 

Your gluttony increasing : your paternal fortune, 

And substande, sunk in your belly, capable of containing 40 

Interest and principal, and fields and nocks i 

From such masters, after all, last goes forth 

The ring, and PoIIio begs with a naked iinger. 

Ashes are not premature, nor is a Ameral bitter 



note ; vii. 129. a fellow of no abilities, By aigenti gravis (joined with foeno- 

who, not Bncceeding at the bar, tomed ris, which signifieB interest upon money 

fipy and informer. lent) the principal money itself may be 

85. YoUr abUUies, ^c.] Buccse — ^lit understoocL Or the epithet grayis may 

cheek, here (by synec) put for the here signify the best sUver money, in 

whole mouth, tlurough which we speak ; contradistinction to the tenue argentum, 

and this, for speaking itsel^ by metonym. venseque secundse, sat. ix. 31. 
Tbe poet means, that the extent of a Many interpret aigenti gravis to de- 

man^s caf^dty should be considered, if note silver in the rude heavy mass. 
heintendsto pleadatthebar; heshould 42. Sw^ masten,'] «. e, Owners, pos- 

know his own powers of eloquence, and seesors. 
aetaceordingly. — A/ier aU^ ^c] When all else is 

— Befforded,'] This attention to the fit- spent and gone. 
ness of a man for what he undertakes 43. The ring.'] The mark of honour 

ahould be regarded in all concems what- and distinction wore by Roman knighta. 

floeTer, from the highest to the lowest. They must be driven very hard to part 

36. A fish^ ^0.] When he goes to the with this ; but having,by their extrava- 

fiah market, if his purse will only aiford gance, reduced themselves below the for- 

him a gudgeon, he should not think of tune and rank of the equestrian order, 

bnying so dear a fish as a mullet ; i. e. a they have no right to claim it, or to 

man should always proportion his ez- wear the badge of it. 
pences to his pocket — PolMo,'] He was brought to that 

38. WhoEt end, ^c.] What must in- pass by his gluttony, that he ift^ forced 

creasing expence and gluttony, and a to sell his ring, and then beg for a 

decreasing and fafl^ing purse, end in ? livelihood. 

40. In your beUy!] Your patrimony, — Naked Jinger.'] His finger bare, be- 

boih in goods and land, all spent to gra- reft of the ring which he used to wear 

Hfy your luxury and gluttony, all swal- upon it. 
lowed up by your voracious appetite. 44. A^kes, S^e.] Death never comes 

— CSsyMiUe o/containing, S^c.] Not only too soon ; the fiineral pile, which reduces 

ihe interest and principal of what the &- them to ashes, is never bitter to such 

ther left in personal estate, but also all as these, whose maxim is, '^ a short life 

his land, and stock thereon, into the " and a merry one," or, " let us eat and 

bargmn. " drink, for to-morrow we die." 

e2 
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Luxurise, sed morte magis metuenda senectus. 45 

Hi plerumque gradus : conducta pecunia RomsB, 

Et coram dominis consumitur : inde ubi paulum 

Nescio quid superest, et pallet foenoris auctor, 

Qui vertere solum, Baias, et ad Ostia currunt. 

Gedere namque foro jam non tibi deterius, quam 50 

Esquilias a ferventi migrare Suburra. 

Ille dolor solus patriam fugientibus, illa 

Moestitia est, caruisse anno Gircensibus uno. 

Sanguinis in facie non hssret gutta ; morantur 

Pauci ridiculum, et Aigientem ex urbe pudorem. 55 

Experiere hodie numquid pulcherrima dictu, 
Persice, non prsBstem vita, nec moribus, et re ; 
Sed laudem siliquas occultus ganeo, pultes ^ 
Goram aliis dictem puero ; sed in aure placentas. 
Nam, cum sis conviva mihi promissus, habebis 60 

Evandrum, venies Tirynthius, aut minor illo 
Hospes, et ipse tamen contingens sanguine coelum ; 
Alter aquis, alter flammis ad sidera missus. 



45. To luxuiy.'] To gluttons and spend- from Rome fbr debt is so common, tliat 
thrifts. there is no more diacxedit in it, than 

— More to he /eared, ^c.] Because it changing the hot street of the Suburra 

canbeattendedwithnothmgbutpoyerty (see sat. iiL t.) for the cool air of the 

and disease. Esquilian hilL See sat ▼. L 77, 8. 

46. OfUitnes the steps,"] Plerumque — Foro is here put, by synec for Rome 
for the most part, most commonly, the itsel£ Or to depart firom the forum, 
degrees by which they proceed. may imply their running away firom 

— Borrowed at HoTne!] They first take justice. 
up money at Rome. " 53. Circensian games^ ^c] These peo- 

47. Before the otvners,'] Spent before ple have no other soxrow, or regret, at 
the face of the late owners, i, e. oi the flying their country, than aiises firom 
people who lent it their not being able to partake of the 

— When a Uttie^ ^c.] Before it is all public diversions during their absence. 

gone, and they have just enough to carry See sat. iiL L 223, note. 
them o£^ whateyer the sum inay be I 54.Drop ofbiood^ ^c.] They have lost 

donH know — all shame, they cannot blush. 

48. The tuurer^ Lit the increaser 54, 5. Detom mmiesty, jfc.] The virtue 
of interest ; the money-lender ; who, of modesty is laughed at and ridiculed : 
perhaps, may have taken such an ad- she is, as it were, taking her flight from 
vantage of Iheir necessities, as to make the city, and very few are for stopping 
them pay interest upon interest — her, or delaying her retreat. 

— Is pale."] With the fear of losing all 56. This day^ ^c] WTien you arc to 

his money. dine with me. 

49. Ckanged the aoH.] Vertere solum, — Experience^ ^o.] i. e. You shall be 
signifies to run one^s country. Cic pro convinced, by your own experience, 
domo. Those who have made off. whether I am an hypocrite, saying one 

— Baia^ and to Ostia.] See sat iiL L 4. thing and doing another ; and while I 

and sat. viii. 171, n. 2. from whence have been laying down such fidr and 

they might take shipping, and make becoming rules of economy, in what I 

their escape into some other country. have been saying, I practise them not, 

50. For, to departi ^c.] To run away in fjact, neither with respect to my way 
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To luxury, but 6ld age more to be feared than death. 45 
These are ofttimes the steps : money is borrowed at Bome, 
And consumed before the owners : then, when a little, 
I donH know what, is left, and the usurer is pale, 
Those who have ehanged the soil, run to Baise, and to Ostia. 
For, to depart from the forum, is not worse to you, than 50 
To migrate to Esquilise from the hot Suburra. 
That is the only grief to those who fly their country, that 
The sorrow, to have been deprived of the Gircensian games 

for one year. 
Not a drop of blood sticks in the face, few detain 
Modesty, ridiculous and flying out of the city. 55 

You shall this day experience, whether things most fair 
In word, Persicus, 1 cannot practise, neither in my life, nor 

in my morals, and in deed ; 
But, a secret glutton, I can praise pulse, order water-gruel 
To the servant before others, but, in his ear, cakes. 
For, since you are a promised guest to me, you shall have 60 
Evander, you shall come Tirynthius, or a guest less 
Than he, and yet be akin to heaven in blood, 
The one sent to the stars by water, the other by flames. 



of life, nor my moral conduct Re — ^in — You shcUl have, ^c.] i. e, You shall 

reality. Ter. And. act ▼. sc. i. 1. 5. find in me — 

58. Puhe.'] Siliquas denotes bean or 61. J^vam^r.] Akingof Arcadia,who, 
pea-pods, or the like ; also the pnlse havingaccidentallyBlainhiB&ther,8ailed 
contained therein ; it stands for frugal into Italy, and possesscd himself of the 
and homely diet in generaL place where afterwards Rome was built. 

— Wc^er-grud,'] Pultes. Puls signi- He entertained Hercules, and hospitably 

fies a kind of diet which the ancients received iBneas when he landed in Itar 

nsed, made of meal and water sodden ly. See Vnio. ^n. viii. 154, et seq. 

together. This also stands here forany — Tiryrdhius.'] A name of Hercules, 

tlmig of that homely kind. the son of Jupiter and Alcmena ; he 

59. Cakes.] These were dainties made being bom at Tiryns, a city of Pelopon- 
withhoneyandothersweatmeats. Hor. nesus, he was therefore called Tiryn- 
£p. lib. i. z. L 11, 12. says, thius. 

Ltba recuso^ — A guest less^ ^c.] Meaning ^neas, 

Pane e^jam metlitispotiorej^lacentis, inferior in birth. 

r ^ X • j 7 j 7 r 62. Yet he akitu Scc.'] ^neas was the 

"TS. T^,^ """ "* Ancl.i8e.aSd the goddes, Ve- 

nus. 

You shall see, says thc poet, whether 63. By waier.'] iBneas was drowned 

I am a glutton in secret, though profess- in the Numicus, a river in ItaJy, which 

edly abstemious ; whether I recommend on that account was fiibulously conse- 

a meal of herbs, yet secretly gormandize crated. 

on dainties ; and when before company — The otherhyjlames.'] Hercules bumt 

I order my servant to bring some home- himself to death on mount CEta, in 

ly fiire, I secretly whisper him to bring Thessaly. 

some very luscious and delicate food. The poet seems to mean, that Persi- 

60. Promised guest.] Since you have cus, his firiend, should, on his coming 
promised to be my gnest at dinner. to dine with him, find him another 
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Fercnla nanc audi nuUis ornata macellis : 
De Tiburtino yeniet pinguissimus agro 65 

Hoedulus, et toto grege mollior, inscius herbse, 
Necdum ausus virgas humilis mordere salicti ; 
Qui plus lactis habet quam sanguinis ; et montani 
Asparagi, posito quos legit villica fdso. 
Grandia prseterea, tortoque calentia foeno 70 

Ova adsunt ipsis cum matribus; et seryatse 
Parti anni, quales Aierant in yitibus uyse : 
Signinum, Syriumque pyrum : de corbibus isdem 
^mula Picenis, et odoris mala recentis, 
Nec metuenda tibi, siccatum frigore postquam 75 

Autumnum, et crudi posuere pericula succi. 
Hsec olim nostri jam luxuriosa senatus 
Ooena fuit : Ourius, paryo quae legerat horto, 
Ipse focis breyibus ponebat oluscula : quse nunc 
Squallidus in magna fastidit compede fossor, 80 

Qui meminit, calidse sapiat quid yulya popinse. 



Evander with respect to the homelinesB of villicus, a steward or bailifiE^ signifieB 

and simplicity of his entertainment ; and the wife of such a one, a £Eirmer*B wife, 

that Persicus might consider himself as and the like. The asparagus gotten for 

Hercules, or ^neas, or indeed both, the dinner was not of the sort which is 

with regard to the welcome he would raised at a great expence, and gathered 

find, and the hospitable reception he by people kept for such purposes, but 

woidd meet with. the wild sort, and gathered by a woman, 

64. Now hear, ^c.] Now hear your who at other times was employed in 

bill of &re, not a single artide of which i^inning. 

is fumished from the butcher^s or poul- 70. Eggs — vxirm, ^cl Large new-laid 

teier^B. Macellum signifies a market eggs, brought in the nest, which was 

for all manner of provisions. made of hay twisted together. 

Qb, TiburUne famu] Tibur, a pleasant 71. Are added.'\ i. e, To the bill of 

city of Italy, situate on the river Anio, £Eire. 

about sizteen miles from Rome ; in the — WWi the motherSj ^c] The same 

neighbourhood of this, Juvenal had a hens that laid them. 
£Eirm. See Hor. Od. lib. i. ode vii. et 72. Grapes^ jfc.] Preserved for some 

al time after their being gathered, bo as to 

66. Iffnorant ofgra>s8,'\ Never suffered look quite fresh, as much so as when 
to graze, but, like our hous&-lamb, fiitted they were upon the vines. 

by suckling. 73. The Siffnian,'] Signia was a town 

67. Nor yet daring.'] Or attempting to in Italy, £Eunous for pears and for rough 
browse on the twigs of the willow, which wines : 

kids are very fond oj^ but they are apt Spumans inmiti Signia musto. 

to make the flesh bitter. Sil. viiL 380. 

68, 9. Mountain asparc^^uses.'] Some — 7%c Syrian pear,"] These came fipom 
wild sorts that grew on the mountains, Tarentum, a dty of Calabria, but were 
inferior in flavour to the asparagus alti- originally brought from Syria. 

lis, or that which was carefully cultivated 74. Apples, rivals to the Picene.] Ho- 

in garden-beds. Asparagi, plur. may race says, that the apples from Tibur 

mean the young shoots of herbs that are were not so good as the Picene. 
to be eaten. See sat v. 81, note. Picenis cedunt powis Tiburtia suceo, 

69, Bailijfs uife, S^c.] The feminine Lib. u, sat iv. 70. 
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Now hear of dishes fumished from no shambles : 
There shall come, from my Tiburtine farm, the fattest 66 
Young kid, and more tender than all the flock, ignorant of 

grass, 
Nor yet daring to bite the twig of the low willow : 
Which has more of milk than blood. And mountain 
Asparaguses, which my bailifTs wife gatherM, laying her 

spindle aside. 
Great eggs besides, warm in the twisted hay, 70 

Are added, with the mothers themselves ; and, kept for a 
Part of the year, grapes, such as tbey were upon the vines : 
The Signian and Syrian pear : from the same baskets 
Apples, rivals to the Picene, and of a recent odour, 
Nor to be feared by you, after they have laid aside 75 

The autumn, dried by cold, and the dangers of a crude juice. 
This, a long time ago, was the luxurious supper of the 
Senate : Curius put small herbs, which he had gatherM in his 
Little garden, over his small fire : which now 
A dirty digger, in a large fetter, despises, 80 

Who remembers how the sow'*^ womb of a cook''^ hot shop 

can relish. 



Therefore it was a high commendation 80. A dirty d^ger, &;c.'\ Slaves who 

of his apples, to say they rivalled those had committed certain crimes, were put 

of Picennm. in irons, and made to dig in mines, or 

Beoent odour,'] Smelling as freeh in the fields, or in stone-quarries. See 

as if just gathered. sat. TiiL 179, 80. 

75. T6 he feared^ ^cJ] You need not 81. Who rememhers^S^cl Who still re- 

fear to,eat them, since the cruder juices tains the remembrance of his going into 

which they have in autumn are dried a cook^s shop, and feasting on a sow^s 

away, and now they are mellowed by womb which was dressed there. 
the cold of winter, so that you are in The paps of a sow with pig, together 

no danger from the sour and unripened with a part of the belly, cut off from the 

juice of them, as you might be if you animal, «id dressed with proper season- 

ate them in autumn, soon after they are ing, was a favourite dish among the 

gathered. Romans. Another favourite dish was 

By autumnum (succum understood) is the womb of a sow with pig. If this were 

here meant the autumnal juice of the taken from her while pregnant, it was 

apple, which is crude, and apt to offend called ejectitia : if after she had &r- 

the stomach. See autumnus^a-um. rowed, porcaria ; the former was reck- 

AiNSW. oned the most delicious. See HoR. lib. 

77. A long iime offo.'] Jam olira — q. d. i. epist xv. 1. 41. Pliny, lib. viii. c. 
The senators of Rome would, in old 51, says this was forbidden by the cen- 
times, not only have been content with sors. 

Buch a supper as the above, but even Such homely and frugal iare, as 

have thought it luxury. pleased that great man Curius, is now, 

78. Curius.'] Dentatus. When the such is the state of luxury among all 
ambassadors of the Samnites came to ranks of people, contemned even by 
him, they found him boiling some pot the lowest and most abject slaves, who, 
herbs over the fire. See sat ii. 1. 153, in their better days, remember to have 
note. tasted fashionable dainti^s. 
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Sicci terga suis, rara pendentia crate, 

Moris erat quondam festis servare diebus, 

Et natalitium cognatis ponere lardum, 

Accedente nova, si quam dabat hostia, carne. 85 

Gognatorum aliquis titulo ter Gonsulis, atque 

Gastorum imperiis, et Dictatoris honore 

Functus, ad has epulas solito maturius ibat, 

Erectum domito referens a monte ligonem. 

Gum tremerent autem Fabios, durumque Gatonem, 90 

Et Scauros, et Fabricios, rigidique severos 

Gensoris mores etiam collega timeret ; 

Nemo inter curas, et seria duxit habendum, 

Qualis in oceani fluctu testudo nataret, 

Glarum Trojugenis factura ac nobile Ailcrum : 95 

Sed nudo latere, et parvis frons serea lectis 

Yile coronati caput ostendebat aselli. 



82. The back^ ^c.] What we call a droTe him out of Italy ; and was remark- 
flitch of bacon. able for his courage, honesty, and £ru- 

— Wide mcki] Crates signifies a grate, gality. See AiNSW. 
whatever it be made of ; tf of wood, we 87. The honour ofdictaUyr.l This was a 

call it a rack, which consists of a frame, chief magistrate, chosen on some urgent 

in which are inserted bars of wood at occasion, whose power was absolute, 

distances from each other, and used in from whom lay no appeal : his office 

keeping bacon. The word rara inti- was limited to six months, when there 

mates, that the bars were few, and at was a new election, either continuing 

large distances from each other. the same, or choosing a new one. The 

83. For festal days.'] High days and dictator difFered in nothing from a king, 
holidays, as we say ; as a great treat but in his name, and in the duration of 

84. Bacon.l Lardum (quasi large ari- his power. 

dum.) Sometimes this signifieB bacon, 88. Went to these feasts.'] Homely as 

Bometimes the lard or &t of bacon. they were as to a sumptuous treat. 
Here, perhaps, what we call a rasher, i. e, — Sooner than usuaL] Leaving their 

a slice of fat bacon broiled. work before the usual hour. 

— Birihrday feast.] Natalitium signi- 89. His erect spade.] Raised high by 

fies a gift, or present, sent to one on his being carried on his shoulder. 
birth-day, or an entertainment made for — Subdued mountain.] Where he had 

one^s friends and relations on such an been at work, digging the soil, and sub- 

occasion. duing its stubbomness, rendering it fit 

85. Fresh meai acceding.'] To this, per- for the purposes of agriculture. 

haps, some new or fresh kiUed meat was Ovud, Met. xL 31. uses the word 

added. subigere in this sense : 

— Ifthe sacrifice, 8^c.] If they offered Boves presso subigebant vomere terram. 
a sacrifice, and any flesh of the victim Vmo. G. ii. L 114. uses the word 

remained to spare, it was reckoned and domitum to denote the cultiyation of 

prized as an accidental rarity. land : 

86. Some one of the kindred.] i. e. Of Aspice et extremis domitum cuUoribus 
the person^s kinsmen who made the orb&m. 

feast. Perhaps he alludes particularly .90. Trembled, ^c.] In old time, when 

here to Curius above mentioned, wh« the people stood in awe of great and 

was thricc consul, and a great geueral : good men. 
he beat Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, and — Fabii, S^c.] These names stand here 
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The back of a dry swine, hangiag on a wide rack, 
It was the custom formerly to keep for festal days, 
And to set bacon, a birth-day feast, before relations, 
Fresh meat acceding, if the sacriiice afforded any. 85 

Some one of the kindred, with the title of thrice consul, and 
Who the commands of camps, and the honour of dictator 
Had discharged, went to these feasts sooner than usual, 
Bringing back his erect spade firom a subdued mountain. 
But when they trembled at the Fabii, and severe Oato, 90 
And the Scauri, and Fabricii, and the severe manners 
Of a rigid censor, even his colleague feared ; 
Nobody esteemed it to be reckonM among his cares, and se- 

rious concems, 
What sort of tortoise might swim in the waves of the sea, 
About to make a famous and noble couch for the Trojugense: 
But with a naked side, and on small beds, a brazen front 96 
Shewed the vile head of an ass wearing a garland, 



not only as personally referring to the lay upon at their entertainments, with 

great men mentioned, but referring also the largest and finest pieces of tortoise- 

to all the grave and virtuous magistrates shell, to get at which, they spared no 

of old times, who, like them, reproved pains or expence. See sat vi L 380, 

and censured vice. and note. 

Fabius was the name of a noble fiunily 95. Qnu^ S^c,'] Fulcrum literally sig- 

in Rome, many of which had bome great nifies a stay or prdp ; but, by synec is 

offices with ihe highest credit. They used for the couch or bed itselj^ (see 

are often mentioned by our poet. sat. vi L 22.) which was inlaid and 

— ^^ever» Oocto.] Cato, called Censorius, adomed in the most expensive and 

is here meant, who was so called for his splendid manner. 

gravity and strictness in his censor- — The Trojuffena.l The nobles whom 

ship. the poet here, and elsewhere, satirically 

91. The Scauri.'] See sat ii. L 35, calls Trojugenae, because they boasted 
note. their descent from the ancient Trojans, 

— Fabricii\ The name of a femily, the first founders of the Roman empire 

of which was C. Fabricius Luscinus, a after the siege of Troy. See sat i. 

fiunous consul, who conquered Pyrrhus I. 100, note. 

king of Epiras. One of this name was 9Q, Naked side,'] Their couches had 

also censor. See sat ix. 142. plain and ordinary sides, or sides which 

92. His coUeoffue/eared.'] AUuding to had no backs rising fi*om them, to lean 
Fabius Maximus, who found feult with upon for their ease. 

his colleague P. Decius, for being too — SmaU beds.] They were frugal even 

remiss in his office of censor. See sat in the size of their couches. 

ii. L 121, note 2. — A brazen front^ ^c.] Having no 

93. Nobody^ ^c] No one thought it other omament than a plain piece of 
worth their care, or a matter of serious brass in firont, with an ass^s head, 
concem. crowned with a garland, fixed, or, 

94. Whai sort of tortoisey ^c.] Whe- perhaps, carved upon it This, from a 
ther small or great But in the days superstition which prevailed in Tuscany, 
of the poet, when luzury was risen to that it operated as a charm to protect 
a great height, people of fashion were their lands from damage, and made them 
very anxious to inlay their fiirniture, fhiitful, used ordinarily to be hung up 
and particularly the couches which they in their fields and gardens. 
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Ad quod lasciyi ludebant ruris alumni. 

Tales ergo cibi, qualis domus atque supellex. 

Tunc rudis, et Graias mirari nescius artes, loo 

Urbibus eversis, prsedarum in parte reperta, 

Magnorum artificum frangebat pocula miles, 

Ut phaleris (rauderet equus, csBlataque cassis 

RomV siaacra ferl m^nsue Jre jussa, 

Imperii fato, et geminos sub rupe Quirinos, 105 

Ac nudam efiigiem clypeo ftdgentis et hasta, 

Pendentisque Dei, perituro ostenderet hosti. 

Argenti quod erat, solis Ailgebat in armis. 

Ponebant igitur Tusco farrata catino 

Omnia tunc ; quibus invideas, si lividulus sis. ]]0 

Templorum quoque majestas prsesentior, et vox 

Nocte fere media, mediamque audita per urbem, 

Littore ab oceani Gallis venientibus, et Dis 



98. Which.'] The ass^s liead, when rude and nnpolished soldier possessed 

hiing out in the fields, &c liimself of vessels, curiously embossed or 

— B(»^8 o/ ihe ooufdiy, ^c.] Was engraved by the hands of some of the 

langhed at by the rustic cliildren, who cliief Gredan artists, so &r firom prizing 

made sport at his awkward appearance. them, he bnike them to pieces, in order 

It may be doubted, whether the oma- to adom Iiis horse, as with pompous 

ment of the ass^s head crowned with a trappings. 

garland, perhaps of vine leaves, and put, 103. Embossed helmet.'] The soldier 

or carved it may be, on the ancient having found some fine large pieees of 

festal couches, had not some reference to plate, with the designs under mentioned 

Bacchus and his foster-iather Silenus, wrought upon it, brake out the figures, 

the former of which was the supposed and festened them to liis helmet, that he 

inventor of wine, and represented with might exhibit them to the eyes of a van- 

a thjrrsus, and garlands of -vine leaves ; quished enemy, whom he was going to 

the other, as a drunken old man, riding put to the sword, as ensigns of triumph. 
npon an ass. 104. Likenesses, ^c.] Of ihe wolf 

99,Such tDos iheir/ood, ^c.] t. e, They which suckled Romulus and Remus— of 

were all of a piece, as we say. Romulus and Remus, and of the god 

100. Then mde!\ The sol^er in those Mars. 

days was rough and hardy, and unskilled — Oommanded to grow tame,'] So as 

in the refinements of luxury. not only not to hurt the two children, 

— Unknowing^ ^c.] The Romans co- but to nourish them with her milk. 
pied their luxury from the Oreeks, the 105. Fate o/ihe empire.] That destiny, 

imitation of whom was, among them, as which had appointed Romulus to be the 

fiishionable as of the French among us. founder of the city and commonwealth 

See sat. iiL L 60, I. where the poet of Rome, ordered also the means of his 

speaks of this with the highest indigna- preservation when an infiint, by ordain- 

tion. ing that a savage beast should grow 

101. Cities heiTig overturned,] When tame. 

besieged towns were taken, and plun- — Under a rock.'] The figures of the 

dered. two brothers were described as lying 

— A /ound part, ^c.] i e, In some under a rock, and sucking the she-wolf. 
part of a heap of spoils which the —Twin QiUrim^ ^c.] Romulus and 

Boldier met with in liis plundering the Remus are here understood, though the 

place. name of Quirinus was given to Romulus 

102. Brake {he eups, ^c.] When the on]y, after his consecration. TheRoman 
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At which the wanton boys of the cOiintry made a jest. 
Therefore sueh was their food, as was their house, and the 

fumiture; 
Then rude, and unknowing to admire the Grecian arts, loo 
Gities being overturned, in a found part of the spoils, 
The soldier brake the cups of great artificers, 
That his horse might rejoice in trappings, and that the em- 

bossed helmet 
Likenesses of the Bomulean wild-beasts, commanded to grow 

tame 104 

By the fate of the empire, and under a rock the twin Quirini, 
And a naked image of the god (shining with shield and 
Spear, and impending) might shew to the foe about to perish. 
What was of silver, shone in arms alone. 
Therefore, they then put all their food of corn in a Tuscan 
Dish ; which you would envy, were you a little envious. iio 
The majesty of the temples was also more present, and a voice 
Almost in the midst of the night, and heard thro^ the midst 

of the city,_ 
The Gauls coming from the shore of the ocean, and the gods, 

people were also called Quirites. See liyed then, we shonld haye been leady 

sat iii. L 60, note. to envy their plain but wholesome £Eure, 

106. A naJeed image, ^c.] The image and the happiness which our ancestors 
of Mars, the father and founder of the derived from their plain, firugal, and 
Roman name. homely way of livine. 

107. Impending^ Pendentias — hang- — A little envums!] Lividulus. q, d. If 
ing or hovering over the children as their you had had a spark of envy in your 
protector, with his glittering shield and disposition, it would have been excited. 
Bword. 111. The majesty^ ^f^.] i e. The ma- 

— MigU shew, ^c.'] q. d. That the jesty of the gods in the temples. Me- 

embossed helmet might exhibit to the tonym. 
foe about to die, the likenesses, &c. — More present^ More propitious, 

108. What was qfsilver, ^c.] All the more ready to help. 

silver gotten in war was only made use — A voice^ ^c] Alluding to the history 

of to adom their military accoutrements. of M. Cseditius, a plebeian, who ac- 

109. Food ofcom.l Farrata signifies quainted the tribunes, that, as he was 
all Borts of food made of com, and here going along by the temple of Yesta, at 
stands for the coarse and homely food midnight, he heard a voice, louder than 
of the ancient Romans, before luxury human, say, " the Gauls are coming," 
got in among them. and commanded him to tell the magis- 

109, 10. Tuscan di^."] i, e. Earthen trates of this, that they might be wamed 
ware, which was made at Aretum, a city of the danger. 

of Tuscany ; vessels made of it were 113. Shyre of the ocean."] i. e. From 

called, therefore, vasa Aretina. the sea-shore, after having made a de- 

Aretina nimis ne spemas vasa moTie- scent upon Italy, under Brennus, who 

mus, was the commander of the Galli Senones, 

Lautus erat Tuscis Porsena fetilibus. they routed the Romans at the river AI- 

Mart. lib. xiv. ep. 98. lia, marched to Rome, and took it : but 

110. Wotdd eimfy ^c.] Though the theywereafterwardsdefeated,anddriven 
luxury of our present times has taught out of Italy by Camillus, who was called 
us to deepise such things, yet if we had firom exile, and made dictator. 
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0£GicIum vatis peragentibus, his monuit rios. 

Hanc rebus Latiis curam prsestare solebat 115 

Fictilis, et nullo violatus Jupiter auro. 

Illa domi natas, nostraque ex arbore mensas 

Tempora yiderunt : hos lignum stabat in usus, 

Annosam si forte nucem dejecerat Eurus. 

At nunc divitibus coenandi nulla voluptas, 120 

Nil rhombus, nil dama sapit : putere videntur 

Unguenta, atque rossB ; latos nisi sustinet orbes 

Grande ebur, et magno sublimis pardus hiatu, 

Dentibus ex illis, quos mittit porta Syenes, 

Et Mauri celeres^ et Mauro obscurior Indus, 125 

Et quos deposuit Nabathseo bellua saltu, 

Jam nimios, capitique graves : hinc surgit orexis, 

Hinc stomacho vites : nam pes argenteus illis, 

Annulus in digito quod ferreus. Ergo superbum 

Gonyivam caveo, qui me sibi comparat, et res 130 

Despicit exiguas ; adeo nulla uncia nobis 



114. QffiM of a prophet.^ By thus ing such frnits ; probably a walnut-tree 
waming the Romans of their approach- is meant 

ing danger. This was particularly the 121. Fefiwon.] Damasignifiesa&llow 

business of augurs, soothsayers, &c deer, either buck or doe: here it denotes 

— By ihesej] q. d. The voice gave the flesh which we call yenison. 
waming of the enemy^s approach, by — The ointTnents.'] Of perfiime, with 

these means (his) i. e. by the gods, who which they anointed their hair at their 

acted prophetically towards us. conyivial meetings. See HoR. lib. iii. 

115. 16. Latian ajhirs.] The a&irs ode xxix. L 3, 4, 5. 

of Italy, anciently called Latium. 122. Moses.'] They made garlands and 

116. JFictile.'] Fictilis — earthen ware. wreaths of roses and other flowers, which 
In those days of plainness and simpli- the guests wore on these occasions. 
city, when the images of Jupiter, and of See Hor. ubi supr. and see ode the last, 
the other gods, were made of potters* lib. L 

day. 123. Ivory sustatTU, ^0.] Unless their 

— PoUuted hy no gold.] i. e. Before he tables, which were of a round form, 

had fine statues made out of the gold (orbes) were set on huge pedestals of 

which had been taken by rapine and iyory. The circumference meant by 

plunder. Comp. sat iiL L 20. orbes, is here put for the tables them- 

117. These times.] Of ancient simpli- selves. Synec. 

city. — A hfty leopard, ^c.] The figure of a 

— Home-bom tables, ^c.] Our ances- great leopsmi carved in ivory, put by 

tors did not send into foreign countries way, of pedestal to support the table. 
for materials to make tables, as it is now — A great gape.'] His jaws represented 

the fiishion to do: they were content with as stretched wide open. 
the wood of their own trees. 124. Those teeth.] Elephants' teeth. 

118. Stood, ^c.] Was received and — Thegaieo/Syene.] 'Porta.iBheTe^ut, 
applied to make such household fumiture as denoting Syene to be the door, or 
as was wanted. gate, as it were, through which, from the 

119. Nut-tree.] All fruits that have island, the passage lay into Egypt, and 
an hard shell are called nuces, such as thence to Rome. Syene was the metro- 
almonds, walnuts, and the like. So the polis of an island of that name ; and this 
nucem, here, may signify any tree bear- island was called Insula Elephantina, 
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Performing the offiee of a prophet, warned.us by these. 

This care Jupiter was wont to afford the Latian 115 

Affairs, fictile, and poUuted by no gold. 

Those times home-born tables, and out of our own tree, those 

Times saw : the wood stood for these uses, 

If haply the east-wind had thrown down an old nut-tree. 

But now there is no pleasure of supping, to the rich 120 

The turbot, the venison is tasteless, the ointments 

Seem to stink, and the roses ; unless the wide orbs large 

Ivory sustains, and a lofty leopard, with a great gape, 

Out of those teeth, which the gate of Syene sends, 

And the swift Moors, and the Indian darker than the Moors, 

And which a beast has deposited in a Nabathaean forest, 126 

Now too much and too heavy for his head : hence arises 

appetite, 
Hence strength to the stomach : for a silver foot to them, 
Is what an iron ring would be upon the finger. Therefore 

the proud 
Guest I am aware of, who compares me to himself, and de- 

spises 130 

My little affairs; insomuch that I have not an ounce of ivory, 

from the number of its elephants. It — Hence ariaes appetke^ ^c] Oiexis, 

belonged to Egypt, and bordered on from Gr. op€ywj appeto, cupio. The 

Eihiopia. He uses the word porta here, sight of this fine iyory is a sort of whet 

as Hoiace uses janua, when speaking of to their appetite, (comp. L 121, 2.) giyes 

the city of Cumse, as to be passed in the yigour to the stomach. 

way to Baiae. Sat iiL 4. 128. A sUver /ooty ^c] A table set 

Jantta Baianim eai. upon a foot made of silver they would 

125. Swift MoorsJ] The poet is de- scom, as much as to wear a ring made 
scribing the places from whence the ele- of iron, instead of gold, upon their fin- 
phants came. Many came from Mau- ger. The Romans were very anzious to 
litania, the inhabitants whereof were appear with fine rings, and were so lux- 
called Mauri, who were remarkable for urious as to have different sorts for sum- 
their swiftness and activity. mer and winter. See sat i. 28, 29. sat 

— T%e Indian.'] The laigest elephants vii 140, 1. 
came firom India. 129, 30. Proud gvest^ ^c.] Who 

— Darker, ^c] Of a blacker colour canH sit down to a plain meal upon a 

or complexion. plain table, but expects daiaties set upon 

126. A beast has deposited, ^c.] Bellua ivory. 

ngnifies any great beast ; here, ele- 130. Who compares, ^c.] Wlio mea- 

pha]|t. These animals shed their teeth, sures my fortune and expences by his 

whi^ are often found. own, and expects me to entertain him as 

-^Nabaihaan /orest.'] Some forest of he entertains others. 

Artbia, which was called Nabathaea, 131. Zitttfe a/atr«.] My plainandfiii- 

from Nebith, the first-bom of Ismael, gal manner of living, according to the 

ihe supposed fiither of the Arabs. smallness of my fortune. 

127. Toomuchandtooheavy^Sfc.'] The — Insomuch that, ^c.] I am so much 
teeth of elephants grow to an enormous (adeo), so totally without a single ounce 
size and weight so as to be burthensome of ivory, that even the squares of my 
to the animal when grown old, till they chess-board are without it, nor is one of 
drop out through age. the chess-men made of it. 
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Est eboris, nec tessellse, nec calculus ex hac 

Materia ; quin ipsa manubria cultellorum 

Ossea : non tamen his uUa unquam opsonia fiunt 

Bancidula ; aut ideo pejor gallina secatur, 135 

Sed nec structor erit, cui cedere debeat omnis 

Pergula, discipulus Trypheri doctoris, apud quem 

Sumine cum magno lepus, atque aper, atque pygargus, 

Et Scythicse volucres, et Phoenicopterus ingens, 

Et Graetulus orix, hebeti lautissima ferro 140 

Cseditur, et tota sonat ulmea coena Suburra. 

Nec frustum caprese subducere, nec latus Afrae 

Novit avis noster tirunculus, ac rudis omni 

Tempore, et exiguse frustis imbutus ofellae. 

Plebeios calices, et paucis assibus emptos 145 

Porriget incultus puer, atque a frigore tutus ; 

Non Phryx, aut Lycius, non a mangone petitus 

Quisquam erit, et magno : eum poscis, posce Latine. 

Idem habitus cunctis, tonsi, rectique capilli, 

Tessella is a small square stone, or 137. Doctor Ttypkerus,'] He was emi- 

piece of wood, with which they make nent for his skill in carving, which he 

chequer-work in tables, or boards. Here, taught in a public school ; hence Juye- 

probably, tessellse means the chequers of nal ludicronsly calls him doctor. 
a chess-board. 138. A larpe sumen,'] The udder of a 

Calculus signifies a little pebble, or sow, with the paps and part of the 

gravel-stone, with which they marked ; belly, cut from her the dayf^Eter she has 

hence calculi, chess-men, table-men. &rrowed. See 1. 81, note. 
AiNsw. — P$^rff.'] A Bort of deer ; p^rhaps 

The game of chess is much more an- a roe-buck. 
cient than the days of Juvenal ; it is a 139. S(^fthian bMb.] It is thought 

common opinion that it was invented that pheasants are meant here ; but ihe 

by Palamede at the siege of Troy. See description is too yagne to be certaih 

Chambers, art Chess. what birds are preciseiy meant 

134. Yet hy these, ^c.] Though the — PAeenioopter.'] So caUed from Gr. 

handles of my kniyes are made of bone, <l>omK€05, crimson, and irrtpov^ a wing ; 

yet my rictuals suffer no damage, but bird, having its wings of a crimson co- 

taste as well, and are carved as well, lour. The tongue of this bird was 

as if my knife-handles were made of a great dainty among the Romans. 

ivory. Phoenicopterus. 

136. A carver.] It was, among other Dat miki penna rubens nomen: sed 
instances of luxury, a fiishion to have an lingua gulosis 

artist, who had been taught to carve Nostra sapit. 

dexterously, at their entertainments : Mart. epigr. bad. lib. xiii. 

he, as well as the sewer who set on the 140. GcetvUan gocit.] Orix, a sort of 

dishes, was called structor, from struo, wild goat, from Gsetulia, a country of 

to prepare, or make ready. Africa. 

— School.] Pergula here signifies a — BlutU iron.] Some large knife, or 

place where the professors of any art, or some chopping instrument of iron, wom 

science, taught their scholars publicly. blunt with constant use. 
I know not that we have an English 141. JlfcKfo q/^e^m, ^c.] Trypherushad 

word which exactly expresses it : in this all kind of provision for a feast made in 

sense of it, school, or academy, may wood, as the best material for the con- 

come the nearest veniency of teaching ; the hacking and 



SAT. XI. JUVENAUS SATIRES. 68 

Nor are my squares, nor a chess-man of this 
Material : nay the very handles of my knives 
Are of bone : yet by these no victuals ever become 
Bank ; or is, therefore, a hen cut the vorse. 135 

Nor shall there be a carver, to whom every school ought 
To yield, a disciple of doctor Trypherus, at whose house 
An hare with a large sumen, and a boar, and a pygarg, 
And Scythian birds, and a huge Phoenicopter, 139 

And a Gaetulian goat, most delicious things, with a blunt iron 
Are cut, and the feast made of elm sounds thro'* all the 

Suburra. 
Neither to take off a piece of a roe, nor the side of an African 
Bird, does my little novice know, and always rude, 
And accustomed to the broken pieces of a little steak. , 
Plebeian cups, and bought for a few pence, 145 

The homely boy, and safe from cold, shall reach forth. 
There shall not be Phrygian or Lycian, nor any bought from 
A slave-merchant, and costly : when you ask, ask in Latin. 
The same habit is to all, the hair cropp^^d and straight, 



hewing of which, among the scholara, 146. Homdy hoy^ ^c.] Incultus here, 

must have made no small noise. perhaps, rather means meanly dressed, 

Thro* aJH ihe Sttburra.'] A very not trimmed up, not spruce ; and yet so 

public street in Rome, often mention^ clad as to keep him warm, to secure him 

before. The idea of carving being erected from the cold — ^A frigore tutus. 
into a science, and taught by a public — Recu^ /orth.'] Porriget here de- 

professor, but ezercising his pupUs on scribes the act of the seryant, when he 

wooden subjects, is truly ludicrous. See brings what is called for, and reaches or 

sat. y. 121, note. holds it forth to the guest, that he may 

142. To take off^ ^fc.] To carve ac- take it. See sat i 70 ; and sat v. L 67. 
oording to art. 147. Phrygian — Lyckm^ ^c.] The no- 

142. 3. The side of <m A/rican bircL] bility of Rome purchased elegant and 
The wing of a turkey. This bird came handsome slaves, which were brought 
firom Numidia, a coimtry of A&ica, from Phrygia and Lycia, countries of 
hence called gallus Numidicus. To take Asia, by merchants who made it their 
off the wing (as we call the pinion, and business to traffic in slaves, and who, by 
part of the breast) of a roasted bird, with- using all arts to set them off to the best 
out leaving some part behind, is reckoned advantage, sold them at an extravagant 
to require some skill in carving. price. These dealers were called man- 

143. My liitle novice.] Tirunculus gones, beeause they painted the slaves, 
(dim. from tyro) signifies a young soldier, to make them look ^e better, and sell 
apholar, or a young beginner, in any the dearer ; from 6r. fiaryyaifov^ a deceit 
science. Here it describes Juvenal^s by some contrivance, such as witchcraft. 
boy as lately come out of the country, See Ainsw. Or disguising a thing to 
and beginning to leam his business. make it look better than it is. 

— Akoays rude.] Untaught from his 148. Ask in Latin.] For my poor boy 

ciadle to ^is hour. understands no other language ; there- 

144. jlootM^omec^.] Used only perhaps fore, when you ask, or call, for what 
to cut a piece off a collop, or steak, of you want, do it in Latin, or he wonH 
aome plain meat. understand you. 

145. Pld)eian cups.] Such as the com- 149. The mme habit, ^c.] AU my 
mon peoplc nse. servants are dressed and appear alike. 
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Atque liodie tantum propter convivia pexi. 150 

Pastoris duri est hic nlius, ille bubulci ; 

Suspirat longo non visam tempore matrem, 

Et casulam, et notos tristis desiderat hoedos : 

Ingenui vultus puer, ingenuique pudoris, 

Quales esse decet, quos ardens purpura vestit. 155 

Nec pugillares defert in balnea raucus 

Testiculos, nec vellendas jam prsBbuit alas ; 

Grassa nec opposito pavidus tegit inguina gutto. 

Hic tibi vina dabit diffiisa in montibus illis, 

A quibus ipse venit, quorum sub vertice lusit : I60 

Namque una atque eadem est vini patria, atque ministri. 

Forsitan expectes, ut Gaditana canoro 

Incipiat prurire choro, plausuque probatsB 

Ad terram tremulo descendant clune puellse. 

Spectant hoc nuptse, juxta recubante marito, les 

Quod pudeat narrasse aliquem prsesentibus ipsls ; 

Irritamentum Veneris languentis, et acres 

Divitis urticse : major tamen ista voluptas 

Alterius sexus : magis illa incenditur, et mox 

Auribus atque oculis concepta urina movetur. 170 

Non capit has nugas humilis domus : audiat ille 

Testarum crepitus cum verbis, nudum olido stans 



149. Cropp*d and straight,'] Not long This was called prsetexta, and those 
and curled, Uke the fEushionable waiters who wore it prsetextatL It was wom 
at table. also by magistrates, and other noUe 

150. Comb^d oidy, ^c.] On this occa- persons, as a mark or badge of honour. 
sion, indeed, their hair is combed out, See sat i 1. 78, note ; and sat. iL L 
with a little more care than usoal, that 170, note ; and sat x. 99. 

they may appear neat and decent. So 156. Nory Aoarse.] Alluding to ihe 

HoR. sat. yiii. lib. iL I. 69, 70. change of the voice in boys at the age 

Ut omnes of puberty. 

JPrcBcineH recte pueri, oomptique mini- 157. In the baths.'] Where youtiis ex- 

strent. posed their naked persons, for porposes 

1 53. Liitle oottage.'] Viniere he was too horrid to explain. 

bom and brought up. Comp. sat ix. 159. C^yo» tM»«.]This modest boy 

L 60, 1. of mine shall wait upon you at supper, 

— Known 1dda.'\ Which he used to and serve you. 

tend and play with. WH^ tmne /rom Ms otvn oountry 

154. Ingemtoue oountenance, ^c.] An hrought; <md made 

honest countenance, and a genuine unr From the aame vmes, beneath whose 

affected modesty. /ruit/ul shade 

155. Such as it becomesj ^c] q. d. It He and his wanton hids have o/Un 
would be well if the same could be said flay^d, Conorbvs. 
of our young nobility. 162. A Gadiianian.'] A Spanish girl 

— Glounng purple.] Alluding to the firom Oades, now Cadiz. Sat x. 1, note. 

white robe, feced and trimmed with 162, 3. Tune/ul company.'] An usual 

purple, which was wora by the young part of thc entertainment, when great 

nobility till seyenteen years of age. men feasted, was to haye wanton women: 
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And to-day combM only an account of onr feast. 150 

Oneis the son of an hardyshepherd,the other of an herdsman; 
He sighs after his mother, not seen for a long time, 
And sad, longs for the little cottage, and the known kids. 
Alad of an ingenuous countenance, and of ingenuousmodesty, 
Such as it becomes those to be, whom glowing purple clothes. 
Nor, hoarse, does he expose himself, 156 

With indecency, when naked in the baths, 
Nor, fearful, practise means to hide his nakedness. 
He shall give you wine made in those mountains 
From whencehimself comes,underthetop of whichheplayed: 
For the country of my wine, and of my servant, are one and 

the same. 161 

Perhaps you may expect, that a Gaditanian, with a tuneftd 
Company, may begin to wanton, and girls approved with ap- 

plause 
Lower themselves to the ground in a lascivious manner. 
Married women behold this, their husbands Ij^ng by, I66 
Whichit mayshame any one tohave related,they beingpresent; 
A provocative of languishing desire, and sharp incentives 
Of a rich man : yet that is a greater pleasure 
Of the other sex, it is most affected by it, and soon 
The eyes and ears are contaminated to a great degree. 170 
An humble house does not contain these follies : let him hear 
The noise of shells, with words, from which a naked slaye 

dance and sing in a lasciyious manner. incentives to his palled and deprayed 

This costom was probably — appetites. 

163. ApprovedJ\ ue. Encouraged by 169. The other sex.^ Women are most 
the applause of the company. delighted with such scenes as these. 

164. Lotver, ^c.] By degrees, and at Neither here,any more than throughout 
last seat themselyes on the ground. the sixth Satire, does Juvenal conceal or 

165. Their httsbaTids Ipnff &y.] The spare the £%ults of the ladies of his time. 
husband and wife are here supposed to 170. The eyes and ears.^ The former, 
be both invited to the entertainment, by beholding the lewd gestures ; the 
and both, from the couches on which latter, by hearing the obscene songs of 
ihey lay at meals, beholding these inde- the dancing women. 

eencies, which were so great as noteven 171. An humble hotue, ^c.] A small 

to be related, without shame, (praesen- estate is not capable of throwing away 

tibns ipsis) in their presence. expence on such follies. 

Which brides do by their huthcmd^s aide — Iiet Atm.] «. e. The rich and luxu- 

behdd, rious ; so, ille fruatur, L 173. 

Tho* lAameful be/ore them to be but 172. The noise o/ sheUs."] These were, 

told, HoLYDAY. probably, shells jingled together in their 

167. A provooaHve, S[o,] To stir up hands as they danced, like the Spanish 
the enfeebled passions. castanets. 

— Sharp ineentives.'] See urtica, used — With iffords.'] With obscene songs 

m a similar sense, sat. ii. 128. accompanying. 

168. A rich man,'] Who-can afford — From which, ^c.] i. e, Which a 
the expence of such scenes as these, and common prostitute, standing naked in a 
is pn^ligate enon^ to use them as brothel, would be ashamed to nttcr. 

voi.«. F 
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Fornice mancipium quibus abstinet : ille firuatur 

Vocibus obscoBnis, omnique libidinis arte, 

Qui Lacedsemonium pytismate lubricat orbem ; 175 

Namque ibi fortunse yeniam damus. Alea turpis, 

Turpe et adulterium mediocribus : hsec tamen illi 

Omnia cum faciant, hilares nitidique Tocantiir. 

Nostra dabimt alios hodie conyiyia ludos : 

Gonditor Iliados cantabitur, atque Maronis I80 

Altisoni dubiam facientia carmina palmam : 

Quid refert, tales yersus qua Toce legantur! 

Sed nunc dilatis aTerte negotia curis, 

Et gratam requiem dona tibi, quando licebit 

Per totam cessare diem : non foenoris ulla 185 

Mentio ; nec, prima si luce egressa roTcrti 

Nocte solet, tacito bilem tibi contrahat uxor, 

Humida suspectis referens multitia rugis, 

Vexatasque comas, et Tultum, auremque calentem. 

Protinus ante meum, quicquid dolet, exue limen : 190 



The common harlots in the brotheLi were Ahsumet hmre» caeuba digmor 

alayeB, purchased for that purpose by Servata eenium davibus; ei mero 

the leno, or pander ; they were his Tii^ pavimenium tuperbum 

propert j, and therefore Jayenal calls Pontifieum patiore emnis, 

one of these mancipium, which signifies LiK ii. od. xiy. L 25^ &c. 

a tog or person bought and made nmOattae wortUer hek- di,cha.ye, 

8 spirting ooTof wine betwi^ tke %"^ ^ ^"*T !^ ^.(tf ^ 

teeth wW we tarte it, or a throwing ^^^ "^ amrrcmA-d gueete, 

<mt of Ae bottom of Ae cup on the WUhbguormore dm»e. Fbancis. 

floor. A1N8W. The Taiions reading of this line 175, 

— 7%e Laeedamoman or6.] The Ro- as well as ihe Taiioiu lenses giyen, may 

mans were yery fond of fine payementfi, be seen by consalting the yarious com- 

or floors, made of marble, and inlaid mentators in ihe Leyden qnarto edit 

with yarious kinds of it; among the 1695. See also HoR. Deiph. on the 

rest, some came firom Sperta, in small aboye ode. 

ronnd forms, which were insorted in The poet^s meaning is, that sach 

their proper places by way of omament. scenee of obscenity, and Buch arts of 

When they had an entertainment, it lewdness, are only fit to be «DJoyed by 

was giyen in a room thns omamrated professed sensoalists. 

with a fii^e inlaid marble floor, on which 176. Tkere we gwe^ ^e^] In the case 

the master of the house, and the gnests, of a rich libertine, we make all due al- 

when they met at a feast, scnipled not lowance for his laige fortone, snd den^ 

to spirt their wine, or throw out, as the blame his ezcesses, as we do those of 

CBstom was, the bottom of the cup. people in a lower class of fife. 

This, among the numerous readings — The die is basei ^a] Qaming is 

and conmients which leamed men haye reckoned yery scandalous, adultery yile 

g^yen of this much controyerted line, and abominable, in plebeians. 

aeems to be the best interpretation, be- 177. When theyth^^c,'] When people 

eause it nearly coincides with a passage of quality and of laige fortunes practise 

in Horace to the same puipose : these things, ihey are looked upon as 
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Standing in a stinking brothel abstains ; let him enjoy 

Obscene expressions, and all the art of lewdness, 174 

Who lubricates the Lacedsemonian orb with spirting wine, 

For there we give allowance to fortune. The die is base, 

Adultery is basa in middling people : yet when they do 

AU these things, they are called joyous and polite. 

Our feast to-day will give us other sports : 

The author of tne Iliad shall be repeated, and of lofty Maro 

The verses making a doubtful palm. I8I 

What does it signify with what voice such verses may be read ! 

But now leave off business, your cares deferrM, 

And give yourself grateftd rest, since you may 

Be idle throughout the whole day : of interest-money I86 

No mention ; nor, if gone forth at day-break, she is wont 

To be returned at night, let your wife provoke you, silent, 

to anger, 
Bringing back her fine garments with suspected wrinkles, 
Her hair disorderM and her countenance and ears glowing. 
Immediately put off before my threshold whatever grieves : 



instanoeft of cbeerfdlness and elegance ; Vene so suUimdy good, no voice can 

m short, as gentlemanlike qualificationB. wrong, 

179. Other sporU.'] Amnsements of a 183. Leave off hiumets^ Laj it quite 
different kind than those above men- aside ; think not of it 

tioned. — Cares deferr*dJ] All cares put off for 

180. Aidhor of ihe Hiad^ ffe."] Homer the present 

— ^parts of.his Iliad shall be repeated. 185. Idle, ^c.'] Having nothing else 

Gaiito may perhaps imply, that tiie Ro- to do, bat to enjoy yourself all the day 

mans read, or repeated yerses, in a sort long at my honse. 

of chant or singing. See sat Tii. 153, — Intereet-money.] No talk of money 

note. matters. 

— L(^ Maro.] VirgiL He derived 186. Nor, if ^c.] Though, like many 

ihe sumame of Maro from his fieither ; o^er husbands, you suffer from the ir^ 

Im was the most sublime of all the Latin regularities of your wife. 

poeta. 187. Provoke gou, ^c.] DonH let the 

ISl» A dotdft/id palm.] The palm^or thoughts of this vez you, or let her 

chaplet, made oif patm-twigs and leaves, make you angry, or tempt you to say a 

was a token of yictory. single word upon the subject, though, as 

JoTenal means to say, that it was the two next lines import, you should 

doubtful which of the two ezcelled, Ho- have found the most eyident and unde- 

mer oir VirgiL See sal tL 435, 6. niable ciicumBtances of her gnilt Con- 

182. With vfhat vowe, 8^e.] With what trahat bilem tibi — lit contract, or draw 

time of T<»ce — t. e. so intrinsically Talua- tc^ther, choler to you. 

ble and excellent are the yerses of these 188. Fine garments.] Multitia, or 

anthors, that they can^t lose their Talue, multicia — garments wrought so fine 

ihoogh read or repeated by CTer so in- that the body might be seen throngh 

differmt a toned Toice. This Jine also them. See sat ii. L 56, 

seems to imply that Terses were usually 190. Put off, ^c.] Exue ; a meta- 

ehanted or sung. phorical expression, taken from put- 

So Mr. CoNOREVE : ting off clothes, &c DiTest yourself 

. It matUrs not unth what ill tone they^re of all uneasiness at entering ny 

tmifff doors. 

f2 
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Pone domum, et servos, et quicquid frangitur illis, 

Aut perit : ingratos ante omnia pone sodales. 

Interea Megalesiacae spectacula mappae 

Idseum solenne colunt, similisque triumpho 

Perda caballorum Prsetor sedet : ac (mihi pace 195 

ImmenssB nimiseque licet si dicere plebis) 

Totam hodie Romam Circus capit ; et fragor aurem 

Percutit, eventum viridis quo colligo panni. 

Nam si deiiceret, mcBstam attonitamque videres 

Hanc urbem, veluti Gannarum in pulv ere victis 200 

Oonsulibus. Spectent juvenes, quos clamor, et audaz 

Sponsio, quos cultae decet assedisse puellse : 

Nostra bibat vernum contracta cuticula solem, 

Effiigiatque togam : jam nunc in balnea salva 

Fronte licet vadas, quanquam solida hora supersit 205 



191. iMy asidej ^c.] Pono also signi- was an officer not unlike our mayor or 
fies to put off as clothes. He desires sheriff. Sat. i. 101, note. — He was to 
his friend to lay aside, or put off, all oyersee these sports, and sat in great 
his domestic uneasiness, arising from state, while they were acting, to the de- 
the mischief or misconduct of servants. struction of many horses, which were 

192. Unffrateftd friends,'] Which are spoiled on the occasion. See sat. x. 
the bitterest tnals of aU. 1. 36 — 40. 

193. Meantime,'} This inyitation of Many are for reading prsedo, and sup- 
the poet to his friend was on a holiday, pose it to denote the praetor^s acting 
or day of the publc games beginning. sometimes unjustly, and determining the 

— Spe(iade8.'\ The shows or games. prizes wrongMly, taking them from the 

— Megalesian totvel.} At the Circen- winning horses, and givii^ them to the 

sian and Megalesian games, they hnng losers, by which he might be said to rob 

out a towel (mappa) to shew t^t the the winners of their due. 
sports were going to begin. Nero in- Others think the word praedo is used 

troduced this custom ; for hearing, as as a jest upon the prsetor^s fine trappings 

he sat at dinner, how impatiently the and gaudy dress on the occasion, as if 

people ezpected his coming, he threw he had robbed the horses of their finery 

out at the window the towel with which to put upon himself. 
he wiped his hands, to give the people There are other conoeits upon this 

notice that he had dined, and would subject, but perda seems to give the 

80on be at the circus. Ever since this, most natural sense of the passage. I am, 

the beginning of these games was an- therefore, with Salmasius and others, for 

nounced by hanging out a toweL adopting it 

The Megalesian games were in honour — Ifunth the peaoe^ jfc.] If with their 

of Cybele, the mother of the gods. She good leave I may take the liberty of 

was called jueyaAT} M)p-77p, magna Mater, saying so much without offence. — Hie 

and from thence these games Megalesia, poet here lashes the Roman people for 

or ludi Megalenses ; they began on the their great eagemess to crowd after 

fourth of April, and lasted siz days. these shows, as if they tiiought nothing 

194. IdcBan solemnUy.'] Cybele was else worthy their attention. Sat x. I. 
called Idaea, firom Ida, a mountain of 80, 1. 

Phrygia, where she was worshipped ; 197. The drcus.'] Where those games 

and hence her festiyal was called Idseum were celebrated. 

Bolenne. — A noise strikes, ^c.] I hear a great 

195. The prator^ a destroyer, &jc.] He shout, as of victory, which makes me 
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Lay aside home, and servants, and wbatever is broken by 

them, 
Or 18 lost : Before all, put away ungrateful friends. 
Meantime, the spectacies of the Megalesian towel 
Grace the Idsean solemnity, and, like as in triumph, 
The praetor, a destroyer of horses, sits : and (if with the 

peace 195 

Of such an immense and superabundant crowd I might say it) 
This day the circus contains all Rome, and a noise strikes 
My ear, from whence I gather the event of the green cloth. 
For if it should fail, sad and amazed would you see 
This city, as when the consuls were conquered in the dust 200 
Of Cannse. Let youths behold, whom clamour, and a bold 
Wager becomes, and to sit by a neat girl. 
Let our contracted skin drink the vemal sun, 
And avoid the gown : even now to the baths, with a safe 
Countenance you maygo, tho' a whole hour should remain 205 



BUppoae that the race is determined on see that men and women sat promiscu- 

ihe behalf of some £Eiyourite competitor. ously together on these occasions. See 

198. The green c^^.] The four par- sat. iii. 1. 65, and note. 

ties, which ran chariot races in the cir- 203. Contracted skin.'] Once smooth, 

CUB, were diyided in seyeral liveries, viz, but now through age contracted into 

green, russet, blue, and white. One of wrinkles. 

ihese &ctions was always favoured by — Drink the vemal sun.'] Let us ayoid 

the court, and, at this time, more proba- these crowds, and bask in the reviving 

bly, the green ; which makes Juvenal rays of the sun, which now is bringing 

£uicy that he hears the shouts for joy, on the delightful spring. This was in 

•fliat their party had won the race. the beginning of April. See above, note 

199. Should fail.'] If the green cloth on 1. 193, ad fin. 

should feil of the prize, or if the festival, 204. Avoid the ffown.'] The gown was 

which occasioned the celebration of these the common habit of the Romans, inso- 

games, should be laid aside, and these much that Virg. ^n. i. 286, calls them 

shows £ul, or cease. gentem togatam. The poet, by togam, 

200. This city.] The people of Rome here means the people that wore it, by 
would be ready to break their hearts — metonym. i. e. The Romans now crowd- 
reflecting on their immoderate fondness ing to the games — ^let us keep out of 
for these shows. their way, that we may enjoy ourselves 

— The constds.'] Paulus iEmilius and in quiet. 

Terentius Varro. 204, 5. Safe countenance^ ^c.] With- 

201. Canna.] A small town, near out fear of being put out of countenance. 
which Hannibal obtained a great victory The Romans used to foUow their busi- 
oyer ^e Romans. See sat. x. 1. 164, ness till noon, that is, the sixth hour, 
note. our twelve o*clock ; and then to the 

— Letyouths behold.] i. e, Be spectators ninth hour, our three o'clock in the 

of these shows. aftemoon, they exercised and bathed 

— Whom damour, ^c.] Who may, themselves, and then went to their 

without any indecency, make as much meals : but to do these sooner than the 

noise as they please in clapping and appointed hours was allowed only on 

hallooing, and lay what bets they please festival days, or to persons aged and 

on the side they take. infirm ; otherwise, to be seen going to 

202. By a necU girl^ jfc.] By this we the batlis before the usual appointed 
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Ad sextam. Facere hoc uon possis quinque diebus 
Continuis : quia sunt talis quoque tsedia vitae 
Magna. Yoluptates commendat rarior usus. 

hour was reckoned Bcandalons. See sat 207. Suek a U/e,] Of ease and Tolnp- 

i L 49, and note. taousness. 

206. You could no^ 3fc.] t. e. Frequent 208. Rarer use, ^c.'] The poet con- 

feasts, and indulge in idleness ; however cludes with a general sentiment, rery 

these maj be occasionallj pleasant, a applicable to all pleasures of sense, 

continuance of them for a week together which, by continual use, pall and grow 

would grow irksome. tiresome : 
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To the sixth. You conld not do this for five days 
Successively : for the fatigues of such a life also / 

Aregreat: rarer usb gommends pleasures. 

For frequent use tvould the ddight eay like Bentiment : 

dude, I/all the year were playing hoUdayt, 

Pleasure*8 a toU when constandy pur^ To ^port would be as tediou» aa to 

sued. CoNGRBVB. work ; 

Shakespeare, 2d part of Hem IV. Butwheniheyseldomcome^^syuM''^' 
act L ficene 2. has finely expressed the /or eome. 



SATIKA XII 



ARGUMENT. 

The Poet having invited Corvinus to assist at a sacrifice^ which 
he intended to offer up hy way of thanksgiving for the safety 
ofhisfriend Gatullusfrom the dangerofthe seas^ professes 
his disinterestedness on the occasion, and, from thence^ takes 

Natali, Oorvine, die mihi dulcior hsec lux, 

Qua festus promissa Deis animalia cespes 

Expectat : niveam E/eginae csedimus agnam : 

Par vellus dabitur pugnanti Gorgone Maura. 

Sed procul extensum petulans quatit hostia funem, 5 

Tarpeio servata Jovi, frontemque coruscat : 

Quippe ferox, vitulus, templis maturus et arse, 

Spargendusque mero ; quem jam pudet ubera matris 

Ducere, qui vexat nascenti robora cornu. 



Line 1. This day^ On which I am gods. See .^n. L L 50. The £a,bled 

going to offer sacnfices, on account of wife of Jupiter, the supreme deity of 

my friend Catullus, the merchant^s the Romans. 

escape from the dangers of the sea. — A snowy lamh.^ They offered white 

— Chrvinus.'] Juyenal^s friend, to animals to the superior gods, black to 

whom this Satire is addressed. the inferior. See Hor. Ub. i sat viiu 

— Birthrday.'] Which was a day of L 27 ; and Virqil, ^n. iy. L 61. 

great festivity among the Romans ; they 4. Egual Jleece.'] A like fleece, i e. a 

celebrated it yearly, offering thanksgiv- white one ; or fleece, here, may, by s^- 

ing-offerings to the gods, and made feasts, nec. be put for the whole animal offered ; 

to which they invited their friends, who a like offering. 

made them presents on the occasion. — Minerva.^ Lit. the fighter with the 

See sat xi. 84, note. See Hor. ode ad. Moorish gorgon. The gorgons were sup- 

lib. iv. L 1 — ^20. ViRG. ecL iii. L 76. posed to be three, who inhabited near 

2. Festal tur/.] The altar of green turf, mount Atlas, in Mauritania. Medusa is 
which our poet had built on the occasion, said to have been beloved by Neptune, 
thus suiting his devotion to his circum- who lay with her in the temple of 
stances. Comp. HoR. lib. iii. od. viiL Minerva, at which the goddess, being 
L 2 — 4. angry, changed the hair of Medusa into 

— Tke animals promised.] i. e. To be 8erpents,-and so ordered it, that whoever 

offered in sacrifice to the gods. beheld her should be tumed into stone. 

3. Queen.] Juno, the queen of the She was killed by Perseus, the son of 
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ARGUMENT. 



wn, opportmity to lash the Hceridepetce^ or Legacy-hunters, 
who flattered and paid their court to rich men, in hopes of 
hecoming their heirs. 

This day, Corviniis, is sweeter to me than my birth-day, 

In which the festal turf expects the animals promised 

To the gods : we kill to the queen a snowy lamb : 

An equal fleece shall be given to Minerva. 

But the petulant victim shakes his long extended rope, 5 

Kept for Tarpeian Jove, and brandishes his forehead : 

For it is a stout calf, ripe for the temples and altar, 

And to be sprinkled with wine ; which is now ashamed to 

draw 
Its mother^s dugs, and teazes the oaks with its budding hom. 



Jupiter and Danae, (with the help of joint, in the hinder leg. 

Minerva,) as she lay asleep, who cut off 8. Sprinkled, ^c.] They used to pour 

her head : this was afterwards placed in wine on the head of the sacriiices, be- 

the segis, or shield, of Minerva. tween the homs. So Virg. Mn. iv. L 

Hyginus says, that Medusa was not 60, 1. 

slain by Perseus, but by Minerva. Bri- Ipsa tenens deatra pateram pidcher- 

tannic. in loc rima Dido, 

Sometimes the head of Medusa was Candefitis vacca media inter comua 

supposed to be wom in the breast-plate fundit. 

of Minerva. See ^n. viii. 1. 435 — 8. Hence the Greek epigram on the vine 

5. Petulant vidim, ^c.] The wanton- and the goat 

nesB and firiskiness of the calf leading K*tiv /ac tpayps cirt |5(|av Sfuas. cri 

along in a rope is here very naturally Kapiro<f>opri(Teo 

deaciibed. ''Offffoy eimnreia^ai ffoi, Tpaye, Ovofievu, 

6. Tarpeian Jove.'] On the mons Ca- Anthol. ep. i. 
ptolinuB, otherwise called the Tarpeian ** Though thou eatest me down to the 
hill, firom the vestal virgin Tarpeia, who " veri/ root, yet I shaU bear/ruit 
betrayed it to the Sabines, Jupiter had " Sujlcient to pour on thee, O goat, 
a temple, whence his titles ; Tarpeian " when thou art sacrificed.'*'* 

and Capitoline. 8. Is now asham^d, ^c.] Hath left off 

7. .R^,^.] The beasts were reckoned sucking ; is grown above it. 

of a proper age and size for sacrifice, 9. Teazes, ^c.] It is usual for the 

when the tail reached the hough, or young of all horned animals to butt 
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Si res ampla domi, similisque afiectibus esset, lo 

Pinguior HispuIIa traheretur taurus, et ipsa 

Mole piger, nec finitima nutritus in herba, 

LsBta sed ostendens Glitumni pascua sanguis 

Iret, et a grandi cervix ferienda ministro, 

Ob reditum trepidantis adhuc, horrendaque passi 15 

Nuper, et incolumem sese mirantis amici. 

Nam prseter pelagi casus, et fulguris ictum 

Evasi, densae cceluna abscondere tenebrae 

Nube una, subitusque antennas impulit ignis ; 

Oum se quisque illo perciissimi crederet, et mox 20 

Attonitus niJIum conferri posse putaret 

Naufragium velis ardentibus. Omnia fiunt 

Talia, tam graviter, si quando poetica surgit 

Tempestas. Genus ecce aliud discriminis : audi, 

Et miserere iterum, quanquam sint csetera sortis 25 

Ejusdem : pars dira quidem, sed cognita multis, 

Et quam votiva testantur fana tabella 

Plurima. Pictores quis nescit ab Iside pasci ! 

Accidit et nostro similis fortuna Gatullo, 

againBt trees, as if piactisiiig for future — Clitumnus,'] A riyer dividiog Tu»- 

fight ; sometimes we see them in sport cany and Umbria, whose wato:, says 

engaging one another. PUi^y» makes the cows, that diink of it, 

10. If my fortune^ ^c.'\ The poet, bring white calves : whence the Ro- 
throughout die aboye account of his Ba- mans, as Virgil and Claudian observe, 
mfices, as well as of the altar on which were plentifully {umished with white 
they were to be offered, shews his pru- sacrificeB for Jupiter Capitolinus. See 
dence and frugality, as well as his friend- Virg. Georg. lib. il 146-— 8. 

ship for his preserved friend Catullus. 14. A great minister,'] Some interpret 

He professes to shew his affection, not this, as referring to the quality of the 

as he would, but as his fortune could af- person giving the blow, as if it were to 

ford it Instead, therefore, 01 a white be the chief pontiff, or sacrifioer, and not 

bull to Jupiter, and white cows to Juno one of his popse, or infnriOT officers. 

and Minerva, he offers a white ewe- Others think, th»t it refers to the sise 

lamb to Juno, the same to Minerva, and and strength of the person officiating, 

a calf to Jupiter. able to perfoim his office at one 

\\, A buU.'] The usual saciifice to Ju- blow. 

piter was a white bulL 15. Yet trembUng friend^ ^a] This is 

— FcUter than HispuUa.'] A fat, sen- a very natural circumstance, that a man, 

sual lady, noted as infemous for keeping for some time after a narrow esci^w 

a player. Sat vi. L 74. from an horrible danger, should shudder 

— Dravm.] Dragged, by ropes fixed at the very thoughts of it, and stand 

to the homs, to the altar. amazed at his deliverance. 

11. 12. With its very bulk slow.'] So 17. The hazard of the seaj] i, e, The 
fet that he could hardly stir. danger of the waves. 

12. In a neighbouring paature.] Not 17, 18. lAghtning esoaped.] By whieh 
bred or fiEitted in the neighbourhood of he might have been killed in an instant, 
Rome. but happily escaped the blow. 

13. His hlood dtewtng^ ^c.] By the 18. Thvck darkness, &ic.] Sothatthey 
colour and richness, as well as quantity could take no observation, nor know 
of it. where they were, or which way to steer. 
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If my fortune had been ample, and like my affectlon, lo 
A bull, fatter than Hispulla, should be drawn, and with its 

very 
Bulk slow, nor nourishM in a neighbouring pasture, 
But his blood shewing the glad pastures of Glitumnps, 
Should go, and his neck to be stricken by a great minister, 
On account of the return of my yet trembling friend, lately 

having 15 

SufferM dreadftil things, and wondering that he is safe. 
For, beside the hazard of the sea, and tbe stroke of lightning 
Escaped, thick darkness hid the sky 
In one cloud, and a sudden fire struck the sail-yards ; 
When every one might believe himself struck with it, aud 

presently, 20 

AstonishM, might think that no shipwreck could be 
Gompared with the burning sails. AU things become 
Such, as grievously, if at any time a poetic tempest 
Arises. Behold another kind of danger, hear, 
And again pity, tho'' the rest be of the same 25 

Kind : a dire portion indeed, but known to many, 
And which many temples testify with a votive 
Tablet — who knows not that painters are fed by Isis ! 
The like fortune also happenM to my GatuIIus ; 

Such a circmnstance is awfiilly related, CatuUus was in. This, as afterwards 

Acts xxvii. 20. appears, was-from the ship^s being half 

19. A sudden fire, ^c.] A flaah of full of water, (I. 30.) and he forced to 
lightning stmck the sail-yards, and set lose his property to save his life. 

the sails on fire. 25. The rest, f^c.'\ Of my friend^s dis- 

20. MigM believe, ^c.] Each person asters, which I shall relate, are of the 
on boaid might think it levelled at him, same unfortunate nature. 

it was so near him. 26. Known io mcmyj] Who have been 

21. ^«foMM&^d, miffhi t&ink, ^c] For in a like situation. 

in case ni a shipwreck, some might 27. Mani/ iemples, S^c.'} Persons that 

escape on pairts of the broken ship escaped shipwreck used to have a paint- 

(comp. Acts xxviL ult) ; but if the ship ing made of the same scene which they 

were bomt, all must be consumed to- had gone through, drawn upon a tablet, 

gether: tfaerefNe, horrible as a ship- which they vowed to Neptune during 

wreck might be in the expectati<m, there their distress, and hung up in some tem- 

oonld be no comparison, in point of hor- ple near the sea-coast 

rcur, between this and a ship on fire. This was called votiya tabella. To 

22. AU ^inge heoome, ^c.] The above this Horace alludes, lib. i. ode y. ad fin. 
circomstances of the danger from the which see, and the note, Delph. edit. 
wayes, and of the greater horror of the 28. Fed hy Isis.'] The Romans made 
ship^s being struck with lightning, and so many yows to the Eg^rptian goddess 
the rigging set on fire, are ingre^ents Isis, whom the merchants and seamen 
in a poetical description of a tempest ; looked on as their patroness, that many 
eyen the imagination of the poet could painters got their bread by drawing the 
not inyent any thing more dreadful and yotiyae tabulse, which were hung up in 
grieyo^s. her temples, so great was the number of 

24. Anotker kktd o/danger.} t. e. Which them. 
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Cum plenus fluctu medius foret alveus, et jam 30 

Alternum puppis latus evertentibus undis 

Arboris incertse, nullam prudentia cani 

Rectoris conferret opem ; decidere jactu 

Coepit cum ventis, imitatus castora, qui se 

Eunuchura ipse facit, cupiens evadere damno 35 

Testiculorum : adeo medicatum intelligit inguen. 

Fundite quse mea sunt, dicebat, cuncta, CatuUus ; 

Praecipitare volens etiam pulcherrima, vestem 

Purpuream, teneris quoque MsBcenatibus aptam : 

Atque alias, quarum generosi graminis ipsum 40 

Infecit natura pecus, sed et egregius fons 

Viribus occultis, et iBsBticus adjuvat aer. 

Ille nec argentum dubitabat mittere ; lances 

Parthenio factas, urnae cratera capacem, 

Et dignum sitiente Pholo, vel conjuge Fusci. 45 

Adde et bascaudas, et mille escaria, multum 

Cselati, biberat quo callidus emptor Olynthi. 

Sed quis nunc alius, qua mundi parte, quis audet 



30. MiddU hold, ffc.'] i, e. The hold See Chambers — and Brown's Vulg. 
was half full, or full up to the middle. Err. book iii. c. iv. 

31. AUerttate side, ^c] Heeling her 38. To throw over.'] Into ^e sea. 
from side to side, by dashing against — The most beautiful thirtffs.] His finest 
them altemately. and most valnable merchandize. See 

32. Uncertain wood.'] It being now Job ii. 4. 

doubtful, whether the timbers could 39. Tender Maoenaces.] Maecenas, the 

much longer stand the force of the beat- &yonrite of Augustus, was a yery deli- 

ing wayes upon her sides, or whether cate and effeminate person, £rom whom 

she would not go to pieces. people of such chaiacter were denomi- 

— TTie prudence^ ^c.] AU the skill and nated MaBcenates. See sat. L L 66, note. 

care of the old experienced master of Such persons were yerj finical and ez- 

the ship could afford no help. pensiye in their dress, and therefore 

33. He^ i. e. Catullus. poor Catullus lost a good market for his 
— Began to oompound^ ^c.] To baigain purple dress, by throwiDg it oyerboard 

(as it were) fbr his life at the expence of in the storm. 

his goods, by throwing them oyerboard. 40. The very sheep, ^c.] In this place 

See AiNsw. Dccido, No. 4. the poet means, that the wool, of which 

34. Imitating the beaver^ ^c.] This no- these other garments were made, had a 
tion of the beayer is yery ancient, and natiye tinge of a beautiful colour, owing 
well introduced by our poet ; but it is to to the particular nature of the soil, and 
be reckoned among those yulgar errors water, and air, where the sheep were 
which haye no foundation in truth. bred, so that the garments were made up 

In the first place, the liquid matter, without receiying any artificial dye. 

which is called in medicine castoreum, is 41.-4 remarhahle/ount, S[c.] The wa- 

not found in the testicles, but inclosed ter of which, as well as the pasture where 

in bags, or purses, near the anus of the the sheep fed, was supposed to contri- 

animal. bute to the fineness and colour of their 

In the next place, such an instance of wool. 

violence upon itself was neyer known to 42. Bceticair.'] The air of Baetica, now 

be committed by the beayer. Andalusia, in Spain, through which ran 
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When the middle hold was fiiU of water, and now 30 

The waves overturning the alternate side of the ship 
Of uncertain wood, the prudence of the grey master 
Could confer no help : he began to compound 
With the winds by throwing overboard, imitating the beaver, 

who 
Makes himself an eunuch, desiring to escape with the loss 35 
Of his testicles: thus medicated does he understand his groin. 
Throw out all things which are mine, says Oatullus, 
Willingto throw over even the mostbeautiful things, agarment 
Of purple, fit also for tender Msecenases : 
And others, the very sheep of which the nature of 40 

The generous herbage dyed, but also a remarkable fount 
With hidden powers, and Bsetic air helps. 
Nor did he hesitate to throw away his plate ; dishes 
Made by Parthenius, a cup holding an urn, 
And worthy Pholus thirsting, or the wife of Fuscus. 45 
Add also baskets, and a thousand dishes, a great deal 
Of wrought-work, in which the cunning buyer of Olynthus 

had drunk. 
But who now is the other, in what part of the world, who dares 

the river Baetis, is here asBigned its share wrought-work here mentioned is thought, 

in the improyement of the wooL from what foUows, to have been tiie luge 

43. IHshes.'] Lanx signifies a great wrought, i, e. chased or embossed, gold 
broad plate, or deep dish, to serve up cup, that Philip, king of Macedon, used 
meat in, which the Romans had caryed to drink out oi^ and to put under his 
and embossed at a great expence. pillow every night when he went to 

44. Parthenius.l Some curious artist, sleep. This must haye been a yery 
whose works were in high estimation. great, as well as yaluable curiosity. 

— An um.'\ A measure of liquids con- But as it is said multum ca^Iati, one 

taining four gallons. should rather think, that the poet means 

45. Pholus.] A drunken Centaur, a great quantity of wrought-plate, which 
who, when he entertained Hercules, had once been the property of Philip ; 
produced a tun of wine at once. a set of plate, as we should say. Philip 

— Wme of Fuscus^ Fuscus was a was killed by Pausanias three hundred 

judge, noted by Martial for drunkenness, and thirty-six years before Christ. Ju- 

as his wife is here, in the good company venal flourished about the latter end of 

of Pholus the drunken Centaur. the first century : so that this plate was 

46. Bos&efe.] The bascaudae were a very old. 

kind of baskets which the Romans had — Buyer of Olynthus.'] This cup, and 

firom the ancient Britons. Vox Britan- other pieces of valuable plate, he gave 

nica. AiNsw. to Lasthenes, govemor of Olynthus, a 

Bcvrhara de pictis veni bascauda Bri- city of Thrace, to betray it into his 

tannis, Mart. xiv. 99. hands. It was, from this, said of Philip, 

• — A ihousand dishes.l Escaria, from that what he could not cpnquer by iron 

6008, Beems to denote vessels of all shapes (t. e. his arms) he gained by gold. 

and sizes, in which meat was served up 48. BiU loho now^ ^c.] This implied 

to table ; also plates on which it was commendation of CatuIIus seems here to 

eaten. be introduced by the poet, in order to 

47. Wroughi-woirk.'\ Cselati, from cae- lash the prevailing vice of covetousnesa, 
lo, to chase, emboss, or engrave. This which was so great, as to make men love 
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Argento praeferre caput, rebusque salutem ? 

Non propter vitam faciunt patrimonia quidam, 50 

Sed vitio csBci propter patrimonia vivunt. 

Jactatur rerum utilium pars maxima ; sed nec 

Damna levant. Tunc, adversis urgentibus, illuc 

Becidit, et malum ferro summitteret, ac se 

Explicat angustum : discriminis ultima, quando 55 

Prsesidia afferimus navem factura minorem. 

I nunc, et ventis animam committe, dolato 

Gonfisus ligno, digitis a morte remotus 

Quatuor, aut septem, si sit latissima teda. 

Mox cum reticulis, -et pane, et ventre lagensB, 60 

Aspice sumendas in tempestate secures. 

Sed postquam jacuit planum mare, tempora postquam 

Prospera vectoris, fatumque valentius Euro, 

Et pelago ; postquam Parcse meliora benigna 

Pensa manu ducunt hilares, et staminis albi 65 

Lanificse ; modica nec multo fortior aura 

money beyond even life itsell It is away tiie mast, as we tenn it. Angastimi, 

said of Aristippns the philosopher, that, 1. 55, has the sense of angustatum. 
being on bosu^ a ship with pirates, he 56. Ajyply helps, ^c.] It is a sign of 

threw all his money overboard secretly, the utmost distress, when we are obliged 

lest, finding it, they should throw him to use helps to make the ship lighter, 

into the sea, in order to possess what he and less exposed to the wind, as by 

had. cutting away her masts, which is sup- 

50. On cusoomi oflife^ ^c.] i e. That posed to be the meaning of minorem in 
they may apend them in the necessaries ^is place. Afferimus prsesidia seems to 
and comforts of Hfe. havethe same sense as /Soi^deias exp^oTno^ 

51. BUnd^ ^c] With the vice of ava- Acts xxvii. 17. 

rice. 57. Go noWf ffc.'] In this apostrophe 

— Idvefor ihe sake^ ^c.] They do not the poet severely reproves ihose, who^ 

get money that they may live, (see for tiie sake of gain, are continnally 

note, l 50.) but only live for the sake risking such dangers as have been de- 

ofmoney. scribed. Comp. Hor. lib. L ode iii. 

52. Us^goods^ ^c.'\ Not only arti- L 9—24. 

cles of superfluity, such as fine embossed Trustiag^ ^c.] The timber, of 

plate, and the like, but even useful ne- which the sides of the ship were made, 

cessaries, such as clothes, provisions, was hewn in a rough manner into planks 

and, perhaps, a great part of the tack- of four or seven fingers breadth in thick- 

ling of the ship, were thrown overboard ness ; so that the passengers, having no 

on this occasion. more between them and the water, 

58. Losses lighien.] Alleviate their mi^t be said to be no &rther removed 

danger ; or, what they had ' lost by from death. Alluding to a saying of 

throwing overboard did not seem to Anacharsis the philosopher, who, on 

lighten the ship, as she kept fiUing with hearing one say that a ship was three 

water. See L 30. fingers thick, answered, ^ then just so 

54. It came to that pass.^ Illuc recidit ^ &n from death are those who sail in 

Some read decidit, which has the same ^ her.^^ 
meaning here. II en vint l^ Fr. 59. If the pine."] Teda signifies the 

— He.'] Catullus, who was probably middle or heart of the pine-tree. Ainsw. 

the owner of the ship. Of this, it seems, they made the sides 

— Should UnoeTy ^c] i. e. Should cut of their shipa, after cutting or hewing 
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Prefer his life to his plate, his safety to his goods ? 
Some do not make fortunes on account of li^, 50 

But, blind with vice, live for the sake of fortunes. 
The greatest part of usefiil goods is thrown over, but 
Neither do the losses lighten. Then, the contrary (winds) 

urging, 
It came to that pass that he should lower the mast with anaxe, 
And free himself distressed : the last state of danger is, 65 
When we apply helps to make the ship less. 
Go now and commit your life to the winds, trusting to 
A hewn plank, removed from death four 
Fingers, or seven, if the pine be very large. 
Immediately with your provision-baskets, and bread, and 

belly of a flagon, 60 

Bemember axes to be used in a storm. 
But afber the sea lay smooth, after the circumstances of the 
Mariner were favourable, and his fate more powerAiI than 

the east wind, 
And the sea ; after the cheerfiil destinies draw better 
Tasks with a benign hand, and of a white thread 65 

Are spinsters, nor much stronger than a moderate air 



it into planks. See note on L 57. pnt on a more prospeions appear- 

These weie, at the thickest, seven fin- ance. 

gers* breadth, or thickness, measnring 62, 3. The mariner.'] Yector signifies 

£rom one edge to the other on the same a bearer, or carrier ; also a passenger 

fiide. Teda here means the plank, by in a ship ; likewise a mariner. See 

synec Ainsw. 

GO.PrtmsionrbcishetsJj^Reiicul^B — twig 63. Fate more povoerftd^ ^c] The 

baakets made like a net to carry provi- Romans believed eTerj thing to be 

B(XDS in ; or bags made of network, nsed govcmed by fete, eyen the gods them- 

liar that pnrpose by sailors, soldiers, and selyes. 

tiavellers, something like our knapsacks 64. The (^ieerftd desHnies, S[c.'] The 

as to their purpose. paicse, or &tes. See sat. z. 252, note. 

—Bellyo/aJlaffon,']lageiD& — aflagon, Pensa — tasks enjoined to people that 

03* bottle with a laige belly, to keep wine spin ; also thread, &c. spnn. Dncere 

in — q. d, a greatrbellied flagon. pensa, to spin. Ainsw. See Hor. lib. 

61 . Aases to be used, ^e.] To cut away iii ode xxvii. 1. 63. 

the masts npon occasion. See L 54. 65. White thread.] It was the opinion 

These may happen to be as necessary as of the ancients, that when the destinies 

your other sea-stores ; therefore, in the intended long life to a person, they spun 

nezt place (mox) provide axes. A^ice white thread ; when death, black thread. 

— vide et memento. Marshall. To The phrase of ducere pensa, to spin, 

be used, sumendas — ^lit. to be taken. taken notice of in the last note, alludes 

62. But after^ ^c.] The narrative of to the action of the spinster, who draws 
CatuUus^s adventure is here resumed. tiie wool, or flax, from the distaff as 

— Lay smooik.] Became cahn, on the she spins it ; this she continues, till 

storm ceasing. the task (pensum) assigned her^ is fi- 

— Circwmstanoes^ ^c.] When the hap- nished. 

py fortnne of my firiend prevailed, (see 66. Spinsters.'] And aie now become 

AiNSW. TempuA, No. 2^ and things spinsters, &c. 
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Ventus adest ; inopi miserabilis arte cucurrit 

Vestibus extensis, et, quod superaverat unum, 

Velo, prora, suo : jam deficientibus Austris, 

Spes vitse cum sole redit : tum gratus lulo, 70 

Atque novercali sedes prselata Lavino, 

Conspicitur sublimis apex, cui candida nomen 

Scrofa dedit, (laetis Phrygibus mirabile sumen,) 

Et nunquam visis triginta clara mamiUis. 

Tandem intrat positas inclusa per sequora moles, 75 

Tyrrhenamque Pharon, porrectaque brachia rursum, 

Quse pelago occurrunt medio, longeque relinquunt 

Italiam : non sic igitur mirabere portus, 

Quos natura dedit : sed trunca puppe magister 

Interiora petit Baianse pervia cymbse 80 

Tuti stagna sinus : gaudent ibi vertice raso 

Garrula securi narrare pericula nautae. 

Ite igitur, pueri, linguis animisque faventes, 

67. The miserable^ ^c.] The shattered When lulns came to liye at Alba, he 
yessel left in a miserable plight Prora left Layinum to his mother-in-law La- 
(by synec) may mean the yessel itself : yinia, the second wife of iESneas, (who 
but it liteially signifies the forepart, the had named the city Layinum after his 
foredeck or forecastle of a ship ; and so wife Layinia.) Hence Juyenal says no- 
it is probably to be understood here, as yercali Layino. 

the yelo suo implies the sail proper to 7*2, 3. A w/dte sow^ ^c.] From which 

this part of the ship ; the foresprit sail, the city was called Alba, white. See 

as we call it. This was the only remain- sat yL L 176, note. 

ing saiL 73. A tixmder/id udder^ ^c.] Sumen, 

— Poor device.^ She made a sad shift the belly, paps, or udder of a sow. 

to make her way throiigh the water, by AiNsw. Here, by synec. it is to be 

the poor contriyance of the seamen^s understood to signify the sow. This 

clothes spread out — yestibus extensis, was a sight much admired by the joyfiil 

to help her on. Trojans, who, after all their dangers and 

68. Was lefi.'] i. e. Had surmounted toils, discoyeied, by this, iheir promised 
the yiolence of the storm. Superayerat, resting-place. 

quasi supererat — ^remained ; as in Virg. Jlic locus urbis erit^ requies ea oerta 
JEn. y. 519. laborum. Mtl. lib. yiiL L 46. 

Amissa soltts palma superabai Aoestes. Troy was the capital of Phrygia, a 

69. The south wind&, 4f^.] Which were country of Lesser Asia, and sometimes 
yery dangerous on the coasts of Italy. taken for the whole country of Phrygia : 
See HoR. sat. L L 6 ; and lib. iiL ode hence the Trojans were called Phry* 
iiL L 4, 5. ode iiL lib. L L 14 — 16. gians. 

These now began to abate. 74. Thirty dugs.'\ With each a pig 

70. ReturrCd with the sun.] With the sucking at it. Mn. yiii. L 45. A aight 
day-Iight. never seen before. 

— Acceptable to lulus, ^c.] The Alban 75. She enters.'] i. e. The ship enters. 

mount, on which lulus Ascanius, the —Flaced moles.] The moles, or piers, 

son of ^neas, built Alba longa. This which had been placed, or built, to keep 

is the Bublime top, mentioned L 72. oiF the yiolence of the sea, and to form 

The poet calls it gratus lulo, because a safe and quiet harbour. 

he left Layinum, built by ^neas, to live — Induded waters.] The waters in- 

at Alba. cluded between and within the moles. 

71. Lavinum of his step-mother, Scc.'\ 76. Tyrrhem Pharos."] In this hayen 
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Id there a wind, the miserable prow ran with a poor device, 
With extended garments, and, which alone was lefb, 
With its own sail : the south winds now failing, 
The hope of life return'd with the sun : then acceptable to 

lulus, 70 

And an abode preferrM to the Lavinum of his step-mother, 
The sublime top is beheld, to which the name a white 
Sow gave (a wonderful udder to the glad Phrygians) 
And famous for thirty dugs never [before] seen. 74 

At length she enters the placed moles, thro^ the included 

waters, 
And the Tyrrhene Pharos, and again the stretched-out arms 
Which meet the middle sea, and far leave 
Italy : therefore you will not so admire the havens 
Which nature has given : but the master, with mangled ship, 
Seeks the interior pools of the safe bay, pervious to 80 

A Baian boat : there, with a shaved head, secure, 
The sailors rejoice to relate their chattering dangers. 
Go then, boys, favouring with tongues and minds, 

of Ostia, on tlie shoie of the Tyrrliene alluding probably to this cnstom. As if 

sea, Clandins built a Pharos, or light- he had said, ^ thej should not need to 

house, in imitation of that at Alexandria ** shaye and devote their hair, for thej 

in Egypt. " should be preserved without it" See 

76. And a^fom.] We once more retum Power'8 note. 

to the spot from whence we sat out 82. The sailors rejoice, ^c.] Take a 

— Stretched-out arm,S{c,^ The two sides delight to chatter and prate about what 

of the piers, or artificial mounts, like two had happened to every boy they met 

arms, stretched so &r into the Tyrrhene The poet says, garrula pericula — quia 

sea, that they seemed to inclose it as fiur nautas garrulos reddebant — i. e. because 

as the middle way, and, as it were, to they set the sailors a prating. Brit. 

leaye the coast of Italy behind. See a like figure of speech, sat yiL 49. 

78. ^ou wUl noty ^c.] This port, Hypallage. — q, d. The chattering sailors 

fonned in tMs manner by art, is much delight to relate their dangers. 

moie wonderful than any port naturally 83. BoysJ] Qo, my boys — speaking to 

fenned by the shore itself ; therefore his servants. See sat xi L 151. where 

ihe ioTmst is more to be admired than he describes his two servant-Iads. 

the latter. — Favowrmg^ jfc.] Helping on the 

80. Tke interior pooh, ^c.] The inner- solemnity, by observing a profound si- 
most part of this artifidal haven, as the lence and attention ; this was always 
most secured firom the sea. commanded during a sacrifice, that there 

81. ^ Baian bocU.^ Little wherries might be no disturbance or interruption. 
were used at Baia to carry people in still In this view, fiiveo means to attend 
water ; perhaps firom one side of the bay with silence. Amsw. So HoR. lib. 
to the odier. iiL ode L L 2. Favete linguis, which 

— Skaved head, ^c] It was a custom, Smart translates, Give a religious atten- 

when in distress at sea, to invoke the tion ; and which is thus commented on 

aid of scnne god or other (see Jonah L in Delph. edit Favete linguis. ** Vox 

5.) with a solemn vow of cutting off '^in sacris olim usitata, qua silentium 

iheir hair, and offering it as an acknow- ^ imperabatur.^^ ** An expression for- 

ledgment for their preservation. See ^ merly used at sacrifices, or sacred 

Act» xxvii. 34. where Paul says, " there ** rites, by which silence was com- 

** sball not an hair of your head perish f ^ " manded.^^ 

VOL. II. G 
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Sertaque delubris, et farra impoiiite cultris, 

Ac molles omate focos, glebamque virentem. 85 

Jam sequar, et sacro, quod prsestat, rite peracto, 

Inde domum repetam, graciles ubi parva coronas 

Accipient fragili simulachra nitentia cera. 

Hic nostrum placabo Jovem, Laribusque patemis 

Thura dabo, atque omnes yiolae jactabo colores. 90 

Guncta nitent ; longos erexit janua ramos, 

Et matutinis operatur festa lucernis. 

Nec suspecta tibi sint haBc, Gorvine : Gatullus, 
Pro cujus reditu tot pono altaria, parvos 
Tres habet hseredes. Libet expectare, quis aegram 95 

Et claudentem oculos gallinam impendat amico 
Tam sterili. Verum hsec nimia est impensa : cotumix 
Nulla unquam pro patre cadet. Sentire calorem 



€h ihen^ my hoys, the sacred rites pre' the Lares, 01 household gods, made of 

pare^ wax, neatly poliBhed, so as to shine. 

With awfvl sUence, and cttteniion hear, Hence HoR. epod. iL L 66, caUs them 

PowER. renidentes Lares. 
See ViRO. Mn, t. 1. 71. Ore fevete 88. Slender croums.'] Small gaxlands, 

omnes, &c. or chapleta. 

84. PtU garlanda^ ^c.] On sol^n oo- 89. Fhcate.'] Appease aud lender pro- 
casions all the temples of the gods were pitious. 

adomed with garlands. — Our Jupiter.'] The fevourer and 

So ViRG. ^n. ii. 1. 248, 9. guardian of our coun^ ; or, as the poet 

Nos delubra Deum mentions the worship of.Jupiter after 

-festa velamtts fronde per ur- his retum home, we may.suppose, that, 

bem. among his other little stataefi, there was 

— Meal on ihe Jenives.'] The custom one of Jupiter, before which, as before 

was to make cakes with meal and salt, the ethers, he intended to c/S&s incense, 

with which they sprinkled the sacrific- in order to make him propitious. 
ing knife, the head of the victim, and the — Patemal Zares.] Left me by my 

fire. Hence comes the word immolor, f<»e&thers, who used to worship them 

from the sacred mola, or cake. as I do. See note on sat viiL L 1 1 0. 

Viigil calls them salsae fruges, ^n. The Romans were very superstitious 

ii. 132, 3. about these little images of the JLares ; 

Mihi sacriparari they thought no house safe without 

JSt salstB fruffes. them, they constantly worshii^[»ed them, 

85. Sq/i hearths, ^c.] The poet gave and, if they removed, they cariied their 
us to understand, L 2, that his altar was Lares along with th^aa : thoy w;si;e 
made of tur^ or green sod. looked upon as tutelar deities, w^ch 

86. rU soon foUow.] i, e. After these protected their houses and lands. 
preparations are made. 90. WiUgioe.'] Willoffer ; which ^y 

— The sacred bunness, S^c.] That of the did, by putting it on the fire, and fiuni- 

public sacrifice, which I shall offer. gRting tike images, or letting th^ smoke 

— Which is besi.] Quod praestat, i. e. ascend before them. 
which is the most material ihing, and — Throw ehum.'] i, e, Will strew W- 

most necessary to be done. fore them. 

87. Then retum hotne.] In order to AU the colours, Sfc,] i. e. Viokts of 
offer private sacrifices on the little torf- every colour. 

altar to my domestic deities. 91. AU ikings shine.] Every thing 

— LittU imagesy ^c.] Little statues of looks gay. 
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Put garlands on the temples, and meal on the knives, 
And adorn the soft hearths, and the green glebe. 85 

1^11 soon foUow, and the sacred business, which is best, being 

duly finishM, 
I will then return home ; where, little images, shiniug 
Witb brittle wax, shall receive slender crowns. 
Here I will placate our Jupiter, and to my patemal Lares 
Will give frankincense, and will throw down all the colours 

of the violet. 90 

All things shine. My gate has erected long branches, 
And joyful celebrates the feast with moming lamps. 

Nor let these things be suspected by you, Corvinus : Ca- 

tullus, 
For whose return I placenso many altars, has three 
Little heirs : I should be glad to see who would bestow 95 
A hen, sick and closing her eyes, on a friend 
So barren : but this is an expence too great. No quail 
Will ever fall for a father. If rich Qallita and Paccius, 



— Has erected^ ^c.] Over the tops of " rels, nor infringe upon the day with 

the doors are long branches of laurel. ^ lamps ?^* 

This was usual on these festal occa- By the word matutinis, the poet 

sions. means to say, he will light them early, 

92. Joyful.'\ Having a joyfid and fes- out of zeal to his friend, that they might 

liyal appearance. bum from moming to night. 

— (Mebrates.'] Operatur. The verb — Mi/ portal shmes mUh verdant hays^ 
operor, like &cio, (see sat. ix. L 117.) And consecrated tapers early blaze. 
whesD. it stands without any addition, Power. 

ngnifies performing sacrifice. See also 93. Suspected, ^c.] As if done with a 

VmG. ecl. iii 77 ; and Geoi^. L 1. 339. mercenary view, or for selfish ends ; as 

The poet here means to say, ihat ihe if to flatter my Mend Catullus into mak- 

very gates of his house bore a part in ing me his heir. 

the solenmity on this joyfiil occasion. 94, 5. Three little heirs.'] Has three 

Some are for reading operitur,covered — children to inherit his estate. 
t. e, the gates were covered with lamps 95. CHad to see.'] Libet expectare — li- 

88 well as with laurel-branches. This terally, it liketh me to expect ; which 

makes a very clear sense ; but I question certamly answers to the English idiom 

whether operatur, as above explained, in the translation. 
doea not more exactly coincide with the ' 96, 7. -4 friend so harren^ ^c.] So un- 

epithet festa in this Ime. Operatur here likely to leave any thing in his will to 

is metaphorical, like VirgiPs ridet ager. any body but his own iamily ; who 

— Moming lamps.'\ It was a custom, would sacrifice for such a one, I wont 

(m any joyfid occasion, either of a pub- say a fine cock to ^sculapius for his 

fic or private nature, to adom the gates recovery, but even an old rotten hen ? 

of their houses with branches of laurel, even this would not be worth while. 
and with lamps, even in the day-time ; 97. No quatl.'] Not even one of the 

which TertulUan mentions, in nis apo- least of birds. 

logy, in the foUowing passage: *^ Cur die 98. Ever/all.'] i. e. Be killed and of- 

** Iseto non laureis postes adumbramus ? fered in sacrifice. 
** nec lucexnis diem in&ingimus ?" — A /ather.] i. e. For a man that is 

** Why, on a joyful day, do we not the father of children, and who, like Ca- 

** overshadow our door-posts with lau- tullus, has heirs to his estate. 

g2 
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Si coepit locuples Gallita et Paccius, orbi, 

Legitime fixis vestitur tota tabellis loo 

Porticus. Existunt, qui promittant hecatomben. 

Quatenus hic non sunt nec venales elephanti, 

Nec Latio, aut usquam sub nostro sidere talis 

Bellua concipitur : sed fiirva gente petita 

Arboribus Butulis, et Tumi pascitur agro ]05 

Gaesaris armentum, nulli servire paratum 

Privato : siquidem Tyrio parere solebant 

Hannibali, et nostris ducibus, Begique Molosso, 

Horum. majores, ac dorso ferre cohortes, 

Partem aliquam belli, et euntem in praelia turrim. iio 

NuIIa igitur mora per Novium, mora nulla per Istrum 

Pacuvium, quin illud ebur ducatur ad aras, 

Et cadat ante Lares GrallitsB victima sacra, 



98. GattUa and Paoctt».] Two rich here at Rome, or iii the coimtry of Italjr 
men who were childless, which made at laige. See note, sat. zi 115. 

them fine objects for the hsBredipetse, or 104. Conoeioed.'\ i, e. Bred. 

legacy-hmiters. — A dusl^ tuUion.'] From the Moors, 

99. Peroeive heat.'] To be attacked or the Indians, who are of a swarthy or 
with a fever. black complexion. See sat. zi L 125, 

— Every porch^ jfc.] Tota is here note. 

eqmyalent to omnis. q. d, The whole of 105. TheRutuUanfvood8^ii;o.'\ In the 

the porches, t. e. all tiie porches of the forest near Lavinmn, where Tumus the 

temples, are covered, as it were, with king of the Rutnli reigned, the comitiy 

votive tablets for their recovery. These was called Etmria ; now the dukedom 

votive tablets were inscribed with the of Tuscany. 

vows and prayers of ihose who hung 106. TheherdofC<B8ar.'\ Donutian,as 

them up. If tiie party, for whom these a matter of state and curiosity, trans- 

tablets were hung up, recovered, the of- ported into Italy numbers of elqphants ; 

ferers of the tablets thought themselves and, in the forest above mentioned, an 

bound to perform their vows. herd of them might be seen together. 

100. Aocording to ktw.'] Legitime here 106, 7. No privaie man.\ They were 
seems to mean, according to the stated not procured to be at any private man^s 
custom and usual practice of such peo- command, but at the emperor^s only, fi»r 
ple, who make it a kind of law ammig his pleasure and amusement, in seeing 
them to act in tMs manner on such oo- them in the forest, and ezhibitii^ them 
casions ; not that there was any public in public shows in the Circus. 

law to compel them to it. 107. Ancestors o/^eee.] Theele^iants 

' 101. There eanst, ^[c.'} Some there are, of former daysw were put to a nobler 

who would not scruple to vow an hun- use. 

dred oxen in sacrifice. Hecatomb is — Indeed."] Prateus, in his Interpfe- 

compounded of iKarov, an hundred, tatio in usum Delph. ezplains the fiqui- 

and /Soi/s, an ox ; but it also denotes a dem by enimvero, verily, tnily, indeed — 

sacrifice of an hundred sheep, or of any Marshall, by vero, whidti is much of the 

other animals, though primarily is to be same import, and seems to mark a sar- 

understood of oxen, according to the castical contrast between the use of 

etymology. those noble animals by the warlike kings 

102. Elephaads, ^c.] q. d. They canH and generals of old time, and Domitian^ 

get elephants indeed, or else they would getting them to Rome at a vast expenee, 

vow an hecatomb of them. for the empty gratification of his pride 

102, 3. Here nor in Latium.] Either and ostentation. 



8AT. XII. JUVENAUS 8ATIRES. 85 

Who are childless, begin to perceive heat, every porch 

Is clothed with tablets fixed according to law. loo 

There exist who would promise an hecatomb. 

Forasmuch as there are no elephants to be sold, neither here 

Nor in Latium ; nor any where in our climate is such 

A beast conceived, but, fetched from a dusky nation, 

Is fed in the Butulian woods, and in the field of Turnus, ]05 

The herd of Csesar, procured to serve no private 

Man : the ancestors of these, indeed, used to obey Tyrian 

Hannibal, and our generals, and the Molossian kmg, 

And to carry cohorts on their back, 

Some part of the war, and a tower going to battles. no 

Therefore there is no delay by Novius, no delay by 

Ister Pacuvius, but that that ivory should be led to the altars, 

And fall a sacred victim before the Lares of Gallita, 



107. 8. T\frian Hannibal,'] Wlio got that elephants are not offered, but 
thm from India, with persons to manage becanse they canH get them. If these 
and train them up. Hannibal is cailed legacy-hunters could procure elephants *^ 
Tyrian, because Dido, who built Car- to sacrifice for the recoyery of the people 
thage, came from Tyre : for this reason whom they have a design upon, they 
Viigil calls Carthage, Tyriam urbem. would not hesitate a moment about 
The Carthaginians, Tyrii. In the second doing it. 

Punic war, whenhe came over the Alps 112. Ivory.'] Elephants, per meton. 

into Italy, he brought elephants with Here elephajits are called ivory, from 

him. See sat. z. 1. 157, note. their large teeth of iyory. Georg. iii. 

108. Our ffeneralsJ] Who took vast 26. JEn. vL 895. Virgil, on the con- 
numbers of them. Metellus had two trary, calls ivory, elephant, by synec. 
hnndred and four elephants which fol- 113. Beforethe Lares of Gallita,] In 
lowed his triumph after the defeat of order to procure their assistance and &- 
Asdrubal the Carthaginian generaL vour towards him, that they may recover 
Scipio, the &ther-in-Iaw of Pompey, had him from his sickness. 

also elephants in his army in Africa. The word Lares, in the largest sense, 

Appian says, thirty. denotes certain demons, genii, or spirits, 

Molossiankii^f.'] Pyrrhus, king of believed to preside on various occasions, 

the Molossians, first used elephants in distinguished by their epithets. As, 

Italy, when he came to help the Taren- Lares coelestes, some of the Dii majorum 

tines against the Romans. gentium ; Lares marini, as Neptune, 

109. Cohorts.] A cohort was a tenth Psdaemon, Thetis, &c, ; Lares urbium, 
part of a legion ; several of these were who were guardians of cities. The Lares 
in towers on the backs of elephants, and also were public, as compitales, or viales, 
made part of the warlike force — partem which were worshipped in the highways ; 
bellL or private, as the Lares domestici, or 

110. ^ tower, ^c.] Towers, made of fiuniliares, household or femily deities, 
wood, and filled with armed men, were household gods, the protectors of the 
put on the backs of elephants, and thus house and femily. These last are usually 
carried into battle, where, partly by the intended by the word Lares, when used 
tiampling of elephants, partly by the singly. See L 89, note. See Ainsw. 
arrows, javelins, and other missile wea- Lar. 

pons, ddscharged from the towers, great The notae selectae on this line suppose 

havoc was made. this Gallita to have been som6 rich 

}\\. Tkerefore — «o detoy, ^c.] There- childless matron, whom Tacitus calls 

fore it is not the iaxLlt of Novius, &c. Cnispelina. Others believe it to be a 
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Tantid digna Deis, et captatoribns horum. 

Alter enim, si eoncedas mactare, vovebit 115 

De grege servorum magna, aut pulcherrima quaeque 

Corpora ; vel pueris, et frontibus ancillarum 

Imponet vittas : et, si qua est nubilis illi 

Iphigenia domi, dabit hanc altaribus, etsi 

Non speret tragicse furtiva piacula cerv», 120 

Laudo meum civem, nec comparo testamento 

Mille rates : nam si Libitinam evaserit seger, 

Delebit tabulas, inclusus carcere nassse, 

Post meritum sane mirandum ; atque omnia soli 

Forsan Pacuvio breviter dabit. Ille superbus 125 

Incedet victis rivalibus. Ergo vides, quam 

Grande operae pretium faciat jugulata Mycenis. 

Vivat Pacuvius, quseso, vel Nestora totum : 

rich old man of tliat name. It matters both of the prioBts and of the yictims. 
not to the subject which is right. See \IS,\9, MarnoffetiAU Ipk^fenia.'] Any 

Juv. edit. 4to. 1695. daughter in the prime of youth and 

114. Ww^Ay, ^^-cj The poet ironically beauty. Matura virgo — Hor. lib. iiL 
styles these elephants worthy victims od. vi. L 22. Comp. Hor. lib. i. od. 
for such important deities as the Lares, xxiii. 1. 11, 12. 

who presided over the safety of such This alludes to the story of Agamem- 

men, and worthy to express the huge non sacrificing his daughter Iphigenia, 

friendship which the offerers bore them. in order to procure a &yourable wind 

Or, perhaps, by the word tantis, we may for the departure of ihe Qrecian fleet 

understand an humourous contrast, be- from Aulis, where, through ihe anger of 

tween the hugeness of the animal of- the goddess Diana, it had been wind- 

fered, and the littleness of the figures of bound for a considerable time, because 

the Lares before which they were of- the Greeks had called an hind bdonging 

fered ; for the images of these»were very to the goddess. 

small. See 1. 87, note. Captatores The oracle was consulted, and the an- 

were people who flattered rich men, in swer was retumed, that no wind could 

hopes of being their heirs, legacy-hun- be had for their purpose, unless Agamem- 

ters. See sat x. L 202, note ; and see non, the chief in the expedition, would 

HoR. lib. ii. sat. v. I. 23, &c. ofiTer up his daughter Iphigenia to ap- 

115. Theone.Ji Pacuvius. Alter, wh^re pease the anger of Diana. Agamemnon, 
two have been mentioned, means one of for the public good, brought his daughter 
them. That Pacuvius is here meant, to the jdtar, but the goddess, relenting, 
appears from what follows, I. 125 — 8. conveyed her away, and put an hind in 

— I/ you aUoWy ^c.] If he could have her place. 

his own will, and could be permitted to 119. Give her, ^c.] Ofier her up as a 

do such a thing. sacrifice. 

— Vow.'] i.e. Devote to death. 120. Furtive expiatum.'] AUuding to 

116. i^/oc^q/^sermwfe, ^c.] He would Diana^s stealing away Iphigenia, and 
pick out, from the number of his slaves, substituting the hind in her place. 

the stoutest of the men, or every one — Tragic hind.'] Which had become a 

(quaeque) of the most beautiful of either subject for the tragic writers, as Sopho- 

sex, to sacriiice. cles, Euripides, and others. 

117. His hoys^ ^c.] He would even Pacuvius would consent to offer his 
sacrifice those who were the instruments daughtcr, though he were certain that 
of his abominable pleasures. nothing of this sort would happen to 

118. Put yUlets.] The vittae were rib- save her. 

bands,or gariands, put on the foreheads 121. / jmiisc my ciiizeii.] I highly 
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Worthy of deities so gi^eat, and of the flatterers of these men. 
For the one, if you allow him to slay, will vow 115 

From his flock of servants, the great, or all the most beau- 

tiful 
Bodies ; or on his boys, and on the foreheads of his maids 
Would put fillets : and if he has any marriageable 
Iphigenia at home, he will give her to the altars, although 
He may not expect the furtive expiation of the tragic hind. 
I praise my citizen, nor do I compare with a last will 121 
A thousand ships : for if the sick man should escape Libitina, 
Hell cancel his will, inclosed in the prison of a net, 
After desert truly wonderful : and every thing, perhaps, 
Will give shortly to Pacuvius alone. He proud will 125 
Strut, his rivals overcome. Therefore you see, how 
Great a reward of service she slaughterM at Mycense may 

procure. 
Let Pacuvius live, I beg, even all Nestor. 

commend my fellow-citizen Pacuvius for The rich man is here represented as 

his wisdom and address. &irly hampered in the net which Pacu- 

— Nor do I compare, S^cJ] To be sure yius had laid for him — thoroughly 

the safety of a thousand ships, which taken in, as we say. 
coidd bring no peculiar and immediate 124. Desert trtdy wonderful.'] On ac- 

profit to Agamemnon, and only answer count of such wonderful merit towards 

a public purpose, is not to be compared him, as Pacuvius had shewn, in layish- 

with the last will and testament of a ing such sacrifices for his recovery. 
rich man, by whicH Pacuvius was to be- 125. WiU give skortly, ^c.] Having 

come so richly benefited as to possess cancelled his will, and erased all the le- 

his whole estate. Pacuvius therefore is gacies which he had left in it to other 

certainly more justifiable than Agamem- people, he now in a few words (breviter) 

non, in being willing to sacrifice his makes Pacuvius his sole heir. 
daughter. A strong irony ! ^ 125, 6. Will strut, ^c.] Incedo some- 

122. Escape Libiiina.'] i. e. Should times means to walk or go in state. (Di- 
recover from his sickness. Libitina was vum incedo regina, says the haughty 
a name given to Proserpine, as pre- Juno, ^n. i. L 50.) The poet here 
siding over fiinerals ; in her temple at means, that this fellow will take state 
Rome all things pertaining to funerals upon him, and strut with an insolence 
were sold, and the undertakers were in his look and gait, triumphing over all 
called Libitinarii ; hence, Libitina some- those who had been his competitors for 
times signifies death itsel£ Gallita^s favour. 

123. Cancd his will.] Lit. blot out the 126. Therefore you see, ^c.] g. d. You 
tables. It has been before observed, see of what use the example of Agamem- 
(sat. ii. 1. 58.) that the Romans wrote on non was to Pacuvius ; for if that king 
thin planks of wood, called tabulse : these of Mycenae had not offered his daughter 
were smeared over with wax, on which to have her throat cut, Pacuvius had 
the letters were made with the point of never thought of sacrificing his daughter 
a sort of bodkin, called stylus, which for the recovery of the rich man who 
was flat at one end, in order to blot out, made him hcir to all his estate. 

or erase, such of the writing as they 128. Let Pacuvitis live, ^c.] Long live 

meant to cancel or alter. See Hor. Pacuvius ! say I ; (iron:) ibr the longer 

sat. X. lib. i. 1. 72. such a raan lives, the more miserable 

— Prison ofa neti\ Nassa signifies a must he be. 

net made of twigs, with a bait put into — All Nestor.] Even to Nestor's agc. 

it, to catch fish. Sce sat. x. 1. 246, 7. note. 
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Possideat, quantnm rapuit Nero : montibus aurum 
Exsequet : nec amet quenquam, nec ametur ab ullo. iso 



129. Nero jplunder^dJ^ Wlio, contiiUT' are most incredible. He gave no office 

to all lawB, hmnan and diyine, not only withont this chaige to the peraon who 

plundered the people, but even the tem- fiUed it, ^ You know what I want ; let 

ples of the gods. The prodigioua sunu ^ us make it our business that nobody 

which he eztorted from the pzoYinces, ^ may haye any thing." 
by unieasonable tazea, confiacationi^ &c. — May gold^ ^c] May heaps of ill- 
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May he possess as much as Nero plunderM — ^may gold equal 

Mountains ; nor let him love any body, nor be loved by any 

body. - 130 

sotten wealtli be liis torment, and make completely the poet*s imprecatory climaz 

him a piey to others, as others have been — ^for how thoroughly miserable must he 

to him. be, who lives and dies a total stranger to 

1 30. Nor let Mm love^ ^c.] This finishes the sweets of friendship. 



SATIRA XIII. 



AR6UMENT. 

The Poet writes this Satire to Cahinus^ to comfort him wnder 
the loss ofa large sum ofmonei/^ with which he had entrusted 
one of his friends, and wMch ke could not get again, Hence 
Juvenal takes occasion to speak of the mllany of the times — 

ExEMPLo quodcunque malo commitiitur, ipsi 

Displicet authori. Prima est haec ultio, quod se 

Judice nemo nocens absolvitur ; improba quamvis 

Gratia fallacis prsetoris vicerit urnam. 

Quid sentire putas omnes, Calvine, recenti 5 

De scelere, et fidei violatse crimine ? Sed nec 

Tam tenuis census tibi contigit, ut mediocris 

JactursB te mergat onus : nec rara videmus 

Quse pateris. Casus multis hic cognitus, ac jam 

Tritus, et e medio Fortunae ductus acervo. 10 

Linel, WUhbad eanmpleJ]'EyeTjeYTl cause ; after which the parties had 

deed which tends to set a bad example power to reject such as they thought 

to others. would be partial. The number of thoae 

— Displeases, S^c.] Gives him unplea- excepted against were filled up by the 

sant sensations. praetor^s drawing other names out of the 

2. First revenge, ^c.] The vengeance um. Then the judges, which were thus 

which first seizes upon him arises from appointed, took an oath to judge ac- 

himself ; his own conscience will con- cording to law ; but, on many occasions, 

demn him, though he should have no others were often substituted by the prae- 

other judge. tor. The cause being heard, the prsetor 

4. Shmdd kave overcome the um, ^c.] gave to each of the judges three waxen 

Vicerit — i. e. should have defeated the tables. On one was the letter A, to 

um^s impartial decision, and have de- signify the acquittal or absolution of the 

clared him innocent. — The praetor, who defendant. On another C, to imply his 

was the chief judge, had others appointed condemnation. On another N L, for 

with him as assistants. The names of nonIiquet,signiiiedthatafartherhearing 

these were written upon little balls, and was necessary : which delay of the cause 

cast into an urri by the pKctor : after was called ampliation. Then the judges, 

they were shaken together, he drew out being called upon, cast the billet, ex- 

as many as the law requircd for the pressing their opinion, into the um, ao- 
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ARGUMENT. 

shews thdt noihing can happen hut hy the permission of 
Providence — and that wiched men carry their own pmishr 
ment alout with them. 

Whatever 18 committed with bad example, displeases even 
The author of it. This is the first revenge, that, himself 
BeiDg judge, no guilty person is absolved ; altho'' the wicked 
Favour of the deceitftd prsetor should have overcome the 

um. 
What do you sappose all to think, Calvinus, of the recent 5 
Wickedness, and crime of violated faith I But neither 
Has so small an income come to your share, that the burden 
Of a moderate loss should siuk you : nor do we see rare 
Those things which you suffer. This misfortune is known 

to many, and now 
Trite, and drawn from the midst of Fortune^s heap la 



cording to wliich the prsetor pronounced first, that he must have all the world on 

sentence. But if the praetor was a wicked his side ; every body must join with him 

judge, and inclined that partiality should in condemning such a transaction. 

get the better of justice, he might so 7. So small an income.^ Another com- 

manage matters, in ali these many tums fort is, that his circumstances are such, 

of the business, that the defendant, how- that such a loss wonH ruin him. Census 

ever guilty, might appear to have the means a man^s estate, or yearly revenue. 

um in his fevour. This our poet very — The hurden^ ^c.] A metaphor taken 

properly calls, Improba gratia fallacis from a ship^s sinking by being over- 

praetoris. loaded. 

5. What do yoM suppose, ^c.] What, 8. Bare^ S^cJ] His case was not singu- 

think you, are the opinions of people in lar, but very commonly happened to 

generaI,of thisinjusticewhichyoulately many as well as to Calvinus: he there- 

Buffered, and of the breach of tmst in fore must not look upon himself as a 

your friend, of which you so loudly com- sufferer beyond others. 

plain? 10. TriteJ] Common. 

— C?afotn«».]JuvenaI'sfriend,towhom — Draum /rom tke midst^ ^c.] Not 

he addresses tliis Satire. And herc he taken from the top, or sunuuit, of that 

comforts him by many considerations : heap of miseries, which Fortune stores 



92 JUVENALIS SATIRiE. sat. xm. 

Ponamus nimios gemitus. Flagrantior aequo 

Non debet dolor esse viri, nec vulnere major. 

Tu quamyis levium minimam, exiguamque malorum 

Particulam vix ferre potes, spumantibus ardens 

Visceribus, sacrum tibi quod non reddat amicus 15 

Depositum. Stupet haec, qui jam post terga reliquit 

Sexasfinta annos, Fonteio Consule natus i 

An nihil in melius tot rerum proficis usu i 

Magna quidem, sacris quse dat praecepta libellis, 

Victrix Fortunae Sapientia. Dicimus autem 20 

Hos quoque felices, qui ferre incommoda yitse, 

Nec jactare jugum, vita didicere magistra. 

Quae tam festa dies, ut cesset prodere forem, 
Perfidiam, fraudes, atque omni ex crimine lucrum 
Qusesitum, et partos gladio vel pyxide nummos i 25 

Bari quippe boni : numero vix sunt totidem, quot 
Thebarum portse, vel divitis ostia Nili. 
Nunc atas agitur, pejoraque s^cula ferri 

up for mankind, but from the middle, Mend Calymus, now tumed of sixty, 

as it were — not bo small as not to be felt, and consequently well acquainted with 

nor BO severe as to overwhelm you. He the nature of mankind from many years 

calls it, onus mediocris jacturse, L 7 9 8. experience, stand astonished, at such a 

1 i. Too fnany s^hs,"] Immoderate common transaction as this ? 

grief 17. Fonteitis.'] L. Fonteiua Capito 

— More violent, ^c.'] A man*s concem was consul with C. Vipsanius, in the 

should never ezceed the proper bounds. reign of Nero. 

12. Than his wound.] Should not rise 18. Cf so many thdnffs.'] Of so many 
higher than that which occasions it re- tlungs of a like kind, which your know- 
quires. Sorrow should be proportioned ledge of the world must have brought to 
to suffering. your observation — ^has all your ezperi- 

13. Tho^ you^ ^f^.] The poet here re- ence of men and things been of no use 
proves the impatience and anger of his or profit to you ? 

friend, who, instead of apportioning 19. TTtiwiam, tiuiee^, jrc.]TheTolumeB 

his grief to his loss, which was compa- of philosophers, held sacred by the fol- 

ratiyely small, according to the preced- lowers of them, contain mles for a con- 

ingmaxim,(L 11, 12.)8hewed aviolence tempt of fortune ; and the wisdcnn by 

of grief and resentment on the occasion, which they were indited, and which 

wMch bespake him unable to bear, in they teach, is the gieat principle which 

any measure as he ought, a light injury triumphs over the misfortunes we meet 

or misfortune. with. So Sbneca, epist 98. Valentior 

14. Buming, ^c.] Your very bowels omni fortuna est animus sapientis. The 
on fire with rage and indignation. V^e books of moral phOosophy abound in 
often find the intestines, such as the maxims of this kind. 

heart, liver, and bowels, or entrails,repre- 22. Nor to ioss the yoAi&] A metaphor 

sented as the seat of moral feelings. taken from oxen which are restive, and 

15. Your /riend, ^c.] The poet calls endeavour to get rid of the yoke, by 
the money which Calvinus had intrasted flinging and tossing their necks about. 
his false friend with, and which he was The poet means, that much may be 
afraid to lose, a sacred deposit, because leamed on the subject of triumphing 
delivered to him to keep, under the over fortune from the sacred volumes of 
sacred confidence of friendship. philosophy : but those are to be pro- 

16. Does he wonder^ ^T^.] Does my nounced happy also, who, by the expe- 
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Let us lay aside too many sighs. More violent than what 

is jnst, 
The grief of a man ought not to be, nor greater than his 

wound. 
Tho^ you can hardly bear the least, and small particle 
Of light misfortunes, burning with fretting 
Bowels, because your friend may not return to you a sacred 15 
Deposit. Does he wonder at these things, who already has 

left behind 
His back sixty years, bom when Fonteius was consul ? 
Do you profit nothing for the better by the experience of so 

many things l 
Wisdom, indeed, which gives precepts in the sacred books, 
Is the great conqueror of Fortune. But we call 20 

Those also happy, who, to bear the inconveniences of life, 
Nor to toss the yoke have learnt, life being their mistress. 

What day so solemn, that it can cease to disclose a thief, 
Perfidy, frauds, and gain sought from every crime, 
And money gotten by the sword, or by poison ? 25 

For GooD MEN ARB scABCE : thcy are hardly as many in 

number 
As the gates of Thebes, or the mouths of the rich Nile. 
An age is now passing, and worse ages than the times of 

rience of life only, have leamed to bear, 24. Gain souffM, jfc] Every sort of 
with quietness, submisaioii, and patience, wickedness practised for tlie sake of gain. 
any inconveniences, or misfortanes,whicli 25. Money gottenj] Somebody or other 
they may meet with. mnrdered for their money, ei&er more 
LemusjU paHenUa openly by the sword, or more secretly 

(^ioqmd oorri^re est nefaa, by poison. 

HoR. lib. i ode xxiv. ad fin. — Poison.'\ Pyzis signifies a little box ; 

Superanda omnis Fortuna ferendo est but here, by meton. poison, which used 

ViRG. ^n. Y. L 710. See Jer. xxxL to be kept in such boxes, by way of con- 

18. cealment and easiness of conveyance. 

— lAfe heing their mistress, dfc] Their 27. Thebes,] A city of Boeotia, built 

teacher or instnictor ; i. e. who are in- by Cadmus, the son of Agenor ; it was 

structed by what they meet with in called Heptapylos, irom having seyen 

c(»nmon lile, and profit by daily expe- gates. There was another Thebes in 

rience. ^gyp^ built by Busiris, king of Egypt, 

. To hnow which was called Heliopolis, £unous for 

Tbat wbic^ hefare us Ues m daUy life an hundred gates. The first is meant 

Is ^ prime tnsdom. Milton. here. 

23. What day, ^c] Festa dies signi- ^Movihs of the rich Nile.'] Which 

fies a day set apart for the observance of were seven. The Nile is called rich, 

Bome fiBstiTal, on which ^ome sacrifices because it made Egypt finiitful by its 

or rdigious rites were performed ; a overflowing, thus enriching all the coun- 

holiday, as we call it. try within its reach. 

Festos also signifies happy, joyfuL 28. Jn offe, ^c.] «. e. The present 

Perhaps the poet means to say, what age in which we live, now passing on 

day is so happy as not to produce some in the course of time. The verb ago, 

mischief or other ? when applied to age or life, ha» this 
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Temporibus : quorum sceleri non invenit ipsa 

Nomen, et a nullo posuit natura metallo. 30 

Nos hominum Divumque fidem clamore ciemus, 

Quanto FsBsidium laudat vocalis agentem 

Sportula. Dic senior bulla dignissime, nescis 

Quas habeat Veneres aliena pecunia? nescis 

Quem tua simplicitas risum vulgo moveat, cnm 35 

Exigis a quoquam ne pejeret, et putet ullis 

Esse aliquod numen templis, arseque rubenti ? 

Quondam hoc indigenffi vivebant more, prius quam 

Sumeret agrestem posito diademate falcem 

Saturnus fugiens : tunc, cum virguncula Juno, 40 

Et privatus adhuc Idseis Jupiter antris. 

NuIIa super nubes convivia ccelicolarum, 

Nec puer Iliacus, formosa nec Herculis uxor 

ngnification: hence agere Titam, to live. baaket ; the hope of sharing which opens 

Si octogesimum agerent annum : if thejr the mouths of the people who stand by 

were eighty years old. Cic. Fsesidius while he is pleading at the bar, 

— Worse ages^ The word saeculum, and makes them, with loud shouts, extol 

like setas, means an age ; a period of an his eloquence : hence the poet calls it 

hundred years. Here the poet would vocalis sportula. See a Mke manner of 

represent the age in which he wrote as ezpression, sat. xii 1. 82. See an ac- 

worse than any that had gone before. count of the sportula, sat. i. L 95, note. 

28, 9. The Umes of tVon.] The last of Comp. sat z. 1 46. 

the four ages into which the world was Hor. lib. i. epist. xix. I. 37, 8. 

supposed to be divided, and which was Non ego ventosa plebis saffiragia venor 

worse than the three preceding. See Impensis ccenarum^ et trittB munere 

Ot. Met lib. i. vestis. 

29. Naiure itsdf ^cT^ The wicked- ^ / neoer hunt tk* moongtant peophi^s 
ness of the present age is so great, that **" vote 

nothing in nature can fiimiah us with a ^ WiOi oostly suppers, or a Vtreadbare 

proper name to call it by. " coGrf," Francis. 

30. Imposed, fyi,'] Lit. put it. — q. d, The naroe Faesidius, or Fessidius, as 
Nor has any name been affixed to it some editions have it, may mean some 
from any metal. The first age of the vain pleader of the time, who courted 
world was named Golden, from its re- the applause of the mob, by treating 
sembling gold in purity ; and after this them with his sportula. Perhaps no paiv 
came the Silver, the Brazen, the Iron ticular person may be only meant, but 
Age ; but now the age is so bad, that such sort of people in generaL 

no metal can fumish it with a name 33. Old man, worthy ihe buUa,^ The 

which can properly describe the nature bulla was an omament wom about the 

of it. Nomen ponere signifies to put or necks of children, or at their breasts, 

affix a name, i. e. to name. Nature made like an heart, and hollow within ; 

herself can find no metal base enough to they wore it till seventeen years of age, 

call it by. and then hnng it up to the household 

31. We invoke, 8ec.'] Pro Deum atque gods. — ^Pbrs. sat v. L 31. 

hominum fidem ! was a usual exclama- The poet addresses himself to his old 

tion on any thing wonderfiil or surpris- friend Calvinns, in a joking mann» ; as 

ing happening. — q. d. We can seem if he said, " Well, old gentleman," 

much amazed, and cry out aloud against (comp. L 16, 17.) ^ worthy agam to 

the vices of the age — we can call heaven ^ wear your childish banbles, are yon, at 

and earth to witness our indignation. ^ sixty years old, such a child, as not to 

32. The vocal sportuku] The dole- " know — " 
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Iron : for the wickedness of which, nature itself has not 
Found a name, nor imposed it from any metal. so 

We invoke the faith of gods and men with clamour, 
With as much as the vocal sportula praises Fsesidius 
Pleading. Say, old man, worthy the bulla, know you not 
What charms the money of another has ? know you not 34 
What a laugh your simplicity may stir up in the vulgar, when 
You require from any not to forswear, and that he should 

think, that to any 
Temples there is some deity, and to the reddening altar ? 
Formerly our natives lived in this manner, before 
Saturn, fiying, took the rustic sickle, his diadem 
Laid down : then, when Juno was a little girl, 40 

And Jupiter as yet private in the Idaean caves. 
No feasts of the gods above the clouds, 
Nor Iliacan boy, nor handsome wife of Hercules. 

34. What charms, S[c.'] i. e, As to be Virg. ^n. viii L 319, 20. The poet 
ignorant how great &e temptation is, means the Golden Age, (comp. sat. yi. 
when a knave has other people^s money 1. 1, et seq. where Juvenal speaks of the 
in his power. simplicity of those times,) which the 

35. What a laugh, 4^c.] How the whole poets place during the reign of Satum. 
town will laugh at your simplicity. — Ettstic sickle^ Or scythe, which Sa- 

35, 6. WJien you reqtdre, S[c.] q. d. If tum is said to have invented, and to 

you ezpect that people won't forswear have taught the people husbandry, after 

themselves, when perjury is so common. his expulsion from his kingdom ; for 

36. Should think.'] i. e. And require duringtheGoldenAge,theearthbrought 
that they should think, &c. forth every thing without culture. See 

37. Some deity., ^c.] Should believe Ovin, Met lib. i feb. iii. 

that religion is not all a farce, but that — Hisdiadem^S^c] His kingdom being 

really there is not any of the temples seized by his son Jupiter — ^and he being 

without some deity which notices the driven out of it. 

actions and behaviour of men, so as to 40. When Juno, ^c.] The daughter of 

punish peijury and breach of &ith. Satum, sister and w^e to Jupiter — a 

— 7^ reddeninff aUar.] i. e. Red with little gii*l — i. e. before she was grown up, 

the blood of the sacriiices, or with the and niarriageable. In sat. vi. 1. 15, he 

fire iipon it. speaks of Jupiter in a state of impuberty, 

q. d. How childish would you appear, in the time of the Golden Age. 

and what a laughter wovld be raised 41. /i^» cave».] Jupiter, whenbom, 

i^ainst you, if you professed to expect was carried to mount Ida, in Crete, 

either religion or morals in the present where he was concealed, and bred up, 

age ? lest his father Satum should devour him. 

38. NaUves.'] Indigenae. The first na- See Ainsw. Satumus. 

tives and inhabltants of Italy, our home- 42. A^o feasts, ^c.] No carousing, as 

bred ancestors. in after times there was supposed to be. 

— Lived in ^is manner.'] Avoiding per- Comp. 1. 45. 

jury and fe^ud, and believing the pre- 43. lUacan boy.] Ganymede, the son 

senoe ci the gods in their temples, and of Tros, king of Troy, or Ilium, whom 

^t their altars. Jupiter, in the form of an eagle, snatched 

3d. Satum^ng.] Satum was expel- up from mount Ida, and, displacing 

led fin>m Crete by his son Jupiter, and Hebe, made eup-bearer at the feasts of 

fled into Italy, where he hid himsel^ the gods. 

which firom thence was called Latium, a — W^e ofHercules.] Hebe, the daugh- 

llitendo, and the people Latins. See ter of Juno, and cup-bearer to Jupiter ; 
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Ad cyathos : et jam siccato nectare, tergens 

Brachia Viilcanus Liparsea nigra taberna. 45 

Prandebat sibi quisque Deus, nec turba Deorum 

Talis, (ut est hodie,) contentaque sidera paucis 

Numinibus, miserum urgebant Atlanta minori 

Pondere. Nondum aliquis sortitUs triste profimdi 

Imperium, aut Sicula torvus cum conjuge Pluto. 50 

Nec rota, nec Furise, nec saxum, aut vulturis atri 

Poena : sed infemis hilares sine regibus umbrae. 

Improbitas illo iuit admirabilis sbyo. 

Gredebant hoc grande nefas, et morte piandum, 

Si juvenis vetulo non assurrexerat ; et si 55 

Barbato cuicunque puer : licet ipse videret 

Plura domi fraga, et majores glandis acervos. 

Tam venerabile erat prsecedere quatuor annis, 

Primaque par adeo sacrse lanugo senectse. 

Nunc, si depositum non inficietur amicus, 60 

Si reddat veterem cum tota serugine follem, 



Bbe happened to make a slip at a ban- tlie wickednesB of tbe times ; ihey had a 

quet of the gods, so was tumed out of god for eyerj yice, both natural and un- 

her place, and Ganymede put into it : natural. The aw^ origin of all thia, 

she was aiterwardB married to Hercules. as well aB itB couBequenceB, is Bet down 

44. The nectar, ^c.] Nectar, a pleasant by St Paul, Rom. i. ver. 21 — 32. 
liquor, feigned to be the drink of the — The stars.'] The heayens, per me- 
godB. Siccato nectar, the nectar being tonym. 

all drunk up, the feast now oyer, (see 48. Urffed miserable AUaa.^ A high 

Bat. y. L 47, siccadis calicem,) Vulcan hill in Mauritania, feigned by the poets 

retired to his forge. AIl this happened to bear up the heayens. See sbl%, yiii. 

after the Golden Age, but not during 32, note. 

the continuance of it 49. Shared the tameempire^ ^] The 

45. Wiping his arms.l From the soot world as yet was not diyided by lot 
and dirt contracted in his filthy shop. among the three sons of Satum, by 

— LipartBan^ NearSicilywereseyeral which Neptune shared ihe dominion ci[ 

islands, called the Lipari Islands ; in the sea — Jupiter heayen — andPlntothe 

one of which, called Vulcania, Vulcan^s infemal regions. 

forge was fiibled to be. See ViRO. yiii 50. ^WiStiot/ttmttyi^.] Proserpine, the 

416, et seq. This was in the neigh- daughter of Ceres, whom Pluto layiBhed 

bourhood of mount ^tna. See sat L out of Sicily, and made her his wife. 

L 8. 51. ^ wheeL'] Alluding to the story 

46. £Jvery god dined by himself^ The of Ixion, the fiither of the Centaurs ; 
poet here, and in the whole of this pas- Jupiter took him up into heayen, where 
sage, seems to make yery free with the he would haye rayished Juno, bnt Jupi- 
theology of his country, and, indeed, to ter formed a cloud in her shape, on 
satirize the gods of Rome as freely as he which he begat the Centaurs. He was 
does the people. cast down to hell, for boasting tbat he. 

— Orotod ofgods.'] The number of gods had lain with Juno, where he was tied to 

which the Romans worshipped might a wheel, and surrounded with serpents. 

well be called turba deorum, for they — Furies^ Of which there weie thiee, 

amounted to aboye thirty thousand. Alecto, Megsera, Tisiphone. These weie 

47. This day.] The Roman poly theism sisters, the daughters of Acheron and 
and idoktry went hand in hand with Nox ; they are described with torches 
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At the cups; and now the nectar being drunk up, Vulcan 
Wiping his arms black with the Liparsean shop. 46 

Every god dined by himself, nor was the crowd of gods 
Such, (as it is at this day,) and the stars content with a few 
Deities, urged miserable Atlas with a less 
Weight. Nobody as yet shared the sad empire 
Of the deep, or fierce Pluto with his Sicilian wife. 50 

Nor a wheel, nor furies, nor a stone, or the punishment of 

the black 
Vulture : but the shades happy without infernal kings. 
Improbity was in that age to be wonderM at. 
They believed this a great crime, and to be punishM by 

death, 
If a youth had not risen up to an old man, and if 55 

A boy to any who had a beard : tho"* he might see 
At home more strawberries, and greater heaps of acorn. 
So venerable "was it to precede by four years, 
And the first down was so equal to sacred old age. 
Now, if a friend should not deny a deposit, 60 

If he should restore an old purse with all the rust ; 

in iheir hahds, and snakes, instead o£ So for a boy not to haye done the . 

hair, on their heads. same in the presence of a youth, now 

51. ^ stotieJ] Alluding to Sisyphus, the arrived at the age of puberty, which was 

son of JEolus ; he greatly infested Atr indicated by having a beard. 
tica with his robberies, but being slain 56. Tho^ he might «ee, ^c.] Straw- 

by Theseus, he was sent to hell, and berries, acoms, and such-like, are here 

condemned to roll a great stone up an supposed to be the first food of man- 

hill, which stone, when he hadgot it to kind in the Golden Age. The poet^s 

the top, rolled back agun, so that his meaning here is, that superiority in age 

labonr was to be constantly renewed. always challenged the respect above 

51. 2. Blac^ wUtureJ] Prometheus mentioned, from the younger to the 
was chained to mount Caucasus for elder, though the former might be 
stealing fire from heayen, where a black richer, in the possessions of those days, 
ynltore was cbntinually preying on his than the latter. 

liyer, which. grew as £Eust as it was de- 58. So ijeneraile, jrc] Sp observant 

yonred. were they of the difference paid to age, 

52. But ihe sftades.] The ghosts of the that even a difference of four years was 
departed — were to create respect, insomuch that the first 

— Happy fmihout infemal kmgsJ] For appearance of down upon the chin wios 

ihere being, at that time, no crimes, to be venerated by younger persons, as 

ihere wanted no laws nor kings to en- the yenerable beard of old age was by 

force them ; of course no punishments. those grown to manhood ; so there was 

53. Improbity, ^c] Villany of all an equal and proportionate subordination 
kinds was scarcely known ; any crime throughout 

would have been a wonder. 60. Now.] In our day. 

55. ^ a youth^ ^c.] In those days of — Should not deni^.'] Either deny that 

pnrity and innooence, the highest subor- he receiyed it, or should not refose to 

dination was maintained. It was a ca- deliver it. 

pital crime for a young man even to have — A deposit.] Something committed 

sitten down in the presence of an old to his trust 

one, or if sitting, not to have risen up on 61. With all the rust.'] i. e. The coin, 

his approach. Comp. Job xxix. 8, which has lain by so loiig as to have 

VOL. u. H 
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Prodigiosa fides, et Tiiscis digna libellis : 

Quaeque coronata lustrari debeat agna. 

Egregium sanctumque virum si cerno, bimembri 

Hoc monstrum puero, vel mirandis sub aratro 65 

Piscibus inventis, et foetdB eomparo mulse ; 

SoUicitus tanquam lapides efiuderit imber, 

Examenque apium longa consederit uva 

Gulmine delubri, tanquam in mare fluxerit amnis 

Gurgitibus miris, et lactis vortice torrens. 70 

Intercepta decem quereris sestertia fraude 

Sacrilega? quid si bis oentum perdidit alter 

Hoc arcana modo i majorem tertius illa 

Summam, quam patulse vix ceperat angulus arcse ! 

Tam facile et pronum est superos contemnere testes, 75 

Si mortalis idem nemo sciat. Aspice quanta 

Voce neget ; quae sit ficti constantia vultus. 

Per solis radios, Tarpeiaque ftdmina jutat, 

contracted a rust, not having been used. garlands of flowers, or ribbands, on ihe 
Meton. heads of the yietinis. A she-Iainb was 

62. Prodigious /aith/ulness /] Such a the offering on such an occasion. 

thing would be looked upon, in these 64. An exceUent.'] Egregium — ez toto 

times, as a prodigy of honesty. grege lectum — i e. as we say, one taken 

A like sentiment occurs in Ter. out of the common herd of mankind — 

Phorm. act L sc. ii. where Davus retums choice — singular for great and good qua- 

to Qeta some money which he had bor- lities. 

rowed. 65. A hoy o/ttoo patis.! A monstrous 

Dav. Aooepe, hem; birth, as prod^ous as a (mild bom^with 

Lectum est, oonveniet mmerus ; quan- parts of two d^rent spedes : hence tiie 

ium d^bui. Centaurs were called bimembres. 

Gbt. Ama ie^ et non neglexisse ha- — Wonder/ul fishes^ S^c.'] A wondrous 

beo gratiam. shoal of fish unexpectedly tnmeid up in 

Dav. PriBsertim ut nunc sunt mores: ploughing the ground. 

adeo res redit, 66. A mule with /bal.'] Which was 

Si quis qu4d reddU^ magna hcAenda est neter known to happen. Though Ap- 

gratia. pian, lib. i sajs, that before ihe coming 

— Wor^y the Tuscan books /] To be of Sjlla, a mule brought forth in ih'e 

recorded there among other prodigies. city. This must be looked on as fitbu- 

It is said, that the art of soothsaying lous. 

first came from the Tuscans, which con- 67. Anxious.] Solicitous for the event. 

sisted in foretelling fiitnre events from — ^^5 ^a sAoirer, ^e.] Asiftheclouds 

prodigies ; these were recorded in books, rained showers of stones. 

and were consulted on occasion of any 68. A suxirm^ jrc.] It was acconnted 

thing happening of the marvellous kind, ominous if a swarm (^ bees settled on an 

as authorities for the determination of house, or on a temple. 

the aus^nces, or soothsayers, thereupon. — Long hunch.'] When bees swarm 

63. jEapiated, S^c.] When any prodigy and settle any where, they aH ding to 
happened, the custom of the Tuscans one another, and hang down, a consi- 
was to make an iexpiation by sacrifice, in derable length, in the form of a bunch 
order to ayert the consequences of ill of grapes. Hence VmG. Greoig. iv. 
omens, which were gathered from prodi- 557, 8. 

gies. This the Romans followed. — Jamque arbore samma 

— A crowned therlamb^ They put Confluere^etlei^wvamdemittereramis, 
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Prodigious faithfulness ! and worthy the Tuscan books ! 
And which ought to be expiated by a crowned she-lamb. 
If I perceive an excellent and upright man, I compare 
This monster to a boy of two parts, or to wonderfiil fishes 66 
Found under a plough, or to a mule with foal. 
Anxious as if a 6hower had pour'*^ forth stones, 
And a swarm of bees had settled, in a long bunch, 
On the top of a temple, as if a river had flowM into the sea 
With wondVousgulfs^and rushingwith awhirlpool of milk. 70 
Do you complain that ten sestertiums are intercepted by 
Impious fraud i what if another has lost two hundred secret 
Sestertiums in this manner ! a third a larger sum than that, 
Which the eorner of his wide chest had scarce received ? 
So easy and ready it is, to contemn the gods who are wit- 

nesses, 75 

If that same thing no mortal can know. Behold, with how 

great 
A voice he denies it, what steadiness there is of feigned 

countenance. 
By the rays of the sun, and the Tarpeian thunderbolts he 

swears; 

69. A river, ^c.] All riyers run into as had been the case of Juvenal^s friend 
ihe sea, and many with great tiolence ; Calvinns. 

iherefore the poet cannot mean that there 74. Which the comery ^c.] Another, 

iB any wonder in this ; but in flowing says he, may have lost so large a sum of 

with unusual and portentous appear- money, as eyen to be greater tiian could 

ances, such as being mixed with blood, be easily contained in a large chest, 

which Livy speaks o^ lib. zxiv. c 10. though stufifed at every comer, in which 

or the like. he had stowed it. 

70. RiMng,'\ Torren» — ^violent, head- 75. So easy <md ready^ ^c.] So prone are 
long, running in fuH stream, like the men to despise the gods, who are wit- 
rushing of a land-flood, with dreadful nesses to all their actions, that if they can 
violenoe, eddying in whirlpools of milk. but hide them firom the eyes of men, they 
When we consider what has been said make themselves quite easy under the 
in ihe last seven lines, what an idea commission of the greatest frauds. 
does it give ns of the state of morals at 76. Behold^ toUh how greatj ^c.] This 
Rome in ihe time of Juvenal I contempt of the gods is carried so fiu*, 

71. Tm aesierUums,'^ About 80/. 14s. ihat men will not only de&aud, but, 
7d. of our money. with a loud un&ltering voice, and the 

— Iniercepted,^ i. e, Prevented £rom most unembarrassed countenance, deny 

coming to your hands. every thing that^s laid to their chaige ; 

72. What i/ anoiher, ^c.] The poet and this by the grossest perjury. 
endeavours to comfort his Mend under 77. Feigned countenance,'] Putting on, 
his loss, and to keep him from indulging in his looks, a semblance of truth and 
too great a concem about it, by wishing honesty. 

him toconsider ihat he is not so great a 78. By the rays of (he sun,'] This was 

sufiferer as many others perhaps might an usual oath. See ^n. iii 599, 600, 

be by a like fraud. and note. Delph. edit 

— Seoretf ^c.] Arcana — q. d, bis cen- — Tarpeian thunderbclts,'\ i. e. The 

tum sestertia arcana — i. e, delivered or thunder of Jupiter, who had a temple of 

lent secreily, when no witnesses were by, the Tarpeian rock. Sce sat vi. 47, note. 

h2 
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Et Martis frameam, et Cirrhaei spicula vatis; 

Per calamos venatricis, pharetramque puellse, 80 

Perque tuum, pater ^Egaei Neptune, tridentem : 

Addit et Herculeos arcus, hastamque Miuervse, 

Quicquid habent telorum armamentaria coeli. 

Si vero et pater est, comedam, inquit, flebile gnati 

Sinciput elixi, Pharioque madentis aceto. 85 

Sunt, in Fortunse qui casibus omnia ponimt, 
Et nullo credunt mundum rectore moveri, 
Natura volv^nte viees et lucis, et anni, 
Atque ideo intrepidi quaecunque altaria tangunt. 

Est alius, metuens ne crimen poena sequatur : 90 

Hic putat esse Deos, et pejerat, atque ita secum ; 
Decernat quodcunque volet de corpore nostro 
Isis, et irato feriat mea lumina sistro, 
Dummodo vel csecus teneam, quos abnego, nummos. 

79. Cyrrhaan prophet.'] ApoIIo, who theRomanmythologyingreatcontempt: 
had an oracle at Delphos, near Cirrha, a he certainly means here to deride the 
city of Phocis, where he was worshipped. folly of imagining that the gods haA ar- 

80. Virffin-huntressJl Puell» yenatriciB. senals or repositories of arms. 

Diana, the fEibled goddess of hunting ; 84. A/cUher, ^c] Here is an allusion 

she, ont of chastity, avoided all company to the story of Thyestea, ihe brother of 

of men, retired into the woods, and there Atreus, who, having conunitted adultery 

exercised herself in hunting. with the wife of Atreus, Atreut in re- 

81. Trident^ Neptune'8 trident was a venge killed and dressed the child bom 
Bort of spear with three prongs at the of her, and served him up to his brother 
end, and denoted his being king of the at his own table. 

sea, which surrounded the three then The defrauder is represented as per- 

known parts of the world. V^ith this in- juring himself by many oaths ; and now 

strument he is usually represented, and he wishes, that the fitte of Thye^tes may 

with this he was supposed to govem the be his, that he may haye his son dressed 

sea, and even to shake the earth itself : and served up to table for him to eat, if 

80 that there is no wonder that the super- he be guilty of the finud which is laid 

stitious heathen should swear by it, as to his chaige. 

Neptune was so considerable an object 85. Part of the head.'] Sindput signi- 

of their veneration and worshij). See fies the forepart, or, perhaps, one haH^of 

ViRG. Mn. i. 142 — 149, et aL ' the head, when divided downwards." See 

— Father qf jEpeus.] iEgeus was the Ainsw. Quasi semicaput — wr, a sdn- 

son of Neptune, the father of Theseus. dendo, from whei^ce sincipot 

He reigned at Athens — ^he threw himself — Pharian vinegar.'] Pharos was an 

into the ^gean sea, which was so named island of Eg^rpt, from whence came 

after him. the best vinegar, of which were made 

82. Hercidean hows.] Perhaps the poet sauces and seasonings for victuals of yah 
particularly here alludes to those fatal rious kinds. The poet does not add 
bows and arrows of Hercules, which he this without an ironical fling at ihe Inx- 
gave to Philoctetes, the son of Paeas, ury of his day. 

king of Meliboea, a city of Thessaly, at 86. There are, ^c.] t. e. There aie 

the foot of mount Ossa ; and which wea- some so atheisfically inclined, as to at- 

pons, unless Philoctetes had carried to tribute all events to mere chance. 

Troy, it was fated that the city could 87. T^ worJd to he moved, ^e.] Epi- 

not have been taken. See VmG. JEu. cums and hisfollowers acknowledged 

iii. 402, and note, Delph. that there were gods,but that they took 

SXArjnories o/heaven.] Juvenal held no care of human afl^irs, nor interfered 
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And the javelin of Mars, and the darts of the CyrrhsBan pro- 

phet ; 
By the shafts, and the quiver of the virgin-huntress, 80 

And by thy trident, O Neptiine, father of -ffigeus : 
He adds also the Herculean bows, and the spear of Minerva, 
Whatever the armories of heaven have of weapons ; 
And truly if he be a father, I would eat, says he, a doleful 
Part of the head of my boiled son, and wet with Pharian 

vinegar. 85 

There are who place all things in the chances of Fortune, 
And believe the world to be moved by no governor, 
Nature tuming about the changes both of the light and year, 
And therefore intrepid they touch any altars whatsoever. 

Another is fearing lest punishment may foUow a crime: 90 
He thinks there are gods, and forswears, and thus with him- 

self— 
" Let Isis decree whatever she will conceming this body 
" Of mine, and strike my eyes with her angry sistrum, 
" So that, even bUnd, I may keep the money which I deny. 

in the management of the world. So commission of crimes, which he well de- 

HoB. sat. y. Hb. i. L 101 — 3. Bcribes in the following lines. 

Deos didici securum agere avum, 91. T%us wUh himsel/.] i. e. Thus ar- 

Nec^ si qwd mirifcuAaJt natura^ Deos id gues with himself, allowing and fearing 

Tristes ex aUo caHi demittere tecto. that he will be punished. 

88. Nature, ^c.] A blind principle, 92. " Let /sm," ^c.] Isis was originally 
which they call nature, bringing about an Eg^rptian goddess ; but the Romans 
the reyolutions of days and years — (lu- haying adopted her among their deities, 
cis et anni) — ^acting merely mechanical- they built her a teraple at Rome, where 
ly, and"without design. they worshipped her. She was supposed 

89. Intrejnd ihey touch, ^c.] When a to be much concemed in inflicting dia- 
man would put another to his solemn eases and maladies on mankind, and par- 
oath, he brought him to a temple, and ticularly on the perjured. 

there made him swear, laying his hand 93. Strike my eyes.] Strike me blind. 
upon the altar. But what constraint — Angry sistrum.'] The sistrum was a 

could this haye on the consciences of musical instniment ; it is yariously de- 

those who did not belieye in the inter- scribed, but generally thought to be a 

ference of the. gods — what altars could sort of timbrel, of an oVal, or a triangu- 

they be afraid to touch, and to swear by lar form, with loose rings on the edges, 

in thc^ most solemn manner, if they which, being struck with a small iron 

thought that perjury was not noticed ? rod, yielded a shrill sound. The Egyp- 

90. Anoiher^ ^c.] The poet, haying tians used it in battle instead of a trum- 
before mentioned atheists, who thought pet. It was also used by the priests of 
tiie world goyemed by mere chance, or, Isis at her sacrifices, and the goddess 
though they might allow that there were herself was described ns holding one in 
gods, yet that these did not concem her right hand. 

themselyes in the ordering of human af- Her angry sistmm — per hypallagen — 

fiurs, now comes to another sort, who did for the angry goddess with her sistmm. 

really allow not only the e.xistence, but 94. Keep the money., ^c.] Juvenal here 

also the proyidence of the gods, and describes one, who,-haying money in- 

their attention to what passed among tmsted to him, refuses to deliver it up 

mortals, and yet such persons haying a when called npon, and who is daring 
salyo, to console themselves under the ^ enough, not only to deny his ever having 
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Et phthigis, et vomicsB putres, et dimidium crus 95 

Sunt tanti ? pauper locupletem optare podagram 
Ne dubitet Ladas, si non eget Anticyra, nec 
Archigene : quid enim velocis gloria plantse 
Praestat, et esuriens Pisseae ramus olivsB ? 

Ut SIT MAGNA, TAMEN GERTE LENTA IRA DEOItUM EST. 100 

Si curant igitur cunctos punire nocentes, 

Quando ad me venient i sed et exorabile numen 

Fortasse experiar : solet his ignoscere. Multi 

Oommittunt eadem diverso cnmina fato. 

IUe crucem pretium sceleris tulit, hic diadema. 105 

Sic animum dirse trepidum formidine culpse 

Gonfirmant. I^unc te sacra ad delubra vocantem 

PrsBcedit, trahere immo idtro, ac vexar^ paratus. 

Nam cum magna malse superest audacia caussB, 

Creditur a multis fiducia : mimum agit ille, iio 

Urbani qualem fiigitivus scurra GatuIIi. 

Tu miser exclama^, ut Stentora vincere possis, 



receiyed it, bnt to defy all pnnisliment, madness. See ^t vL 235. 

and its consequences, so that he may — TTieglofy o/aawi/ifooi, 8^0,"] WhAt 

bnt sncceed in his perjury and fraud, good does the applause got by his swift- 

and still keep the money in his posses- ness do him ? it will not fill nis heSij. 

sion. 99. Hungry branch t/ihe PiuKm <dtve.^ 

95. A pMhisic.'] (From Gr. ^Buris^ a Pisa was a district of £li«, in Pelopon- 
^MyXo corrupt.) A consumption of the nesus, in which was Oljrmpia, where the 
lungs. Olympian games were celebrated: the 

— Putfid soTM.'] Vomicae — impos- victors in which were crowned with 

thumes of a yery malignant kind. chaplets made of oliye-branchet, henoe 

— Half a leg.] The other half being called Pissean. 

amputated on account of incurable ^ores, The hungry branches — i. e. that will 

which threatened mortification. afford no food to the gainers <^ it. See 

96. Ofsttchconseqtience.] Tanti — of so note on L 93, ad fin. 

much consequence — t. e. as to counter- The speaker here means, that to be 

balance the joy of possessing a laige sum sick and rich, is better than to be he^thy 

of money. and poor ; that the &mous Ladas, im- 

— Ladas.] The name of a femous run-' less he weite mad, would sooner choose 

ner, who won the prize at the Olympic to be laid up with the gout and be rich, 

games. than to enjoy all the glory of the Olym- 

97. The rich gout^ So called, because pic games and be poor. 

it usually attacks the rich and luxurions. 1 00. Tho'* the anger^ ^cl Another flatp- 

— IfhedoesnotivantAnticyra.]i,e.l£ ters himself^ that, though punishment 

he be not mad. Anticyra, an island of may be heavily inflicted some time or 

the Archipelago, was &,mou8 for pro- other, yet the evil day may be a great 

ducing ffreat quantitiesof the best helle- way off. See EccL viii. 11. 

bore, wnich the ancients esteemed good lOl. If they take care, jrc.] q. d. If 

to purge the head in cases of madncss. they do observe the actions of men, and 

Whence naviga Anticyram, was as much attend to what they do, so as to take or- 

as to say, you are mad. See HoR. lib. der for the punishment of guilt, wherever 

ii. sat iii. L 166. they find it, yet it may be a great while 

98. Archigenes.] Some iamous physi- before it comes to my tum to be pn- 
cian, remarkable, pcrhaps, for curing nished. 
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Are a phthisic, or putrid sores, or half a leg 9^ 

'^ Of such consequence i let not poor Ladas doubt to wish 

for , 

« The rich gout, if he does want Anticyra, nor 
" Archigenes : for what does the glory of a swift foot 
« Ayail him, and tho hungry branch of the Pis^an olive r 
" Tho"* the anger op the gods be obeat, yet cebtainly it is 

" SLOW. 100 

" If they take care therefore to punish all the guilty, 

" Whep will they come to me ? — Bilt, perhaps too, the deity 

" Exorable I mayexperience: he useth to forgive these things. 

" Many commit the same crimes with a different fate. 

" One has borne the cross as a reward of wickedness, another 

" a diadem.'' 105 

Thus the mind trembling with the fear of dire guilt 
They confirm : then you, calling him to the sacred shrines, 
He precedes, even ready of his own accord to draw you, and 

to teaze you. 
For when great impudence remains to a bad cause, 
It is believed confidence by many : he acts a farce, ] 10 

Such as the ftigitive buffoon of the witty Catullus. 
Youmiserable excIaim,soasthatyou might overcome Stentor, 

103. Eaioralde, ^c.] It may be I shall the utmost haste to purge himself by oath. 
escape all punishment ; for perhaps I — Ready to draw^ ^c.] He is ready to 
may obtain forgiveness and find the drag you along by force, and to harass 
Deity easy to be intreated. and teaze yoU to get on faster, in order 

He useth^ ^c.] t. e, Crimes of this to bring him to his oath. 

sort, which was not committed out of \(iQ.Whengreatimpudence^bic.'\W\x&n 

contempt of the Deity, but merely to get a man is impudent enough, however 

a little money, he usually forgives. guilty, to set a good face upon the mat- 

104. D^erent fate.'] Another sub- ter, this is mistaken by many for a sign 
terfiige of a guilty conscience is, that of honest confidence, arising from inno- 
though, in some instances, wrong doers cence. 

are punished grievously, yet in others 110. ^e acts the farce, ^c.] Alluding 

they succeed so happily as to obtain re- to a play written by one Lutatius Catul- 

wards : so that the event of wickedness lus, called the Phasma, or Vision, (see 

is very diiferent to diiferent people. sat viiL 185, 6.) in which there was a 

105. Bome the cross, ^c.] The same character of a bufFoon who ran away 
species of wickedness that has brought irom his master, after having cheated 
one man to the gallows, has exalted him, and then vexed, and cven provoked 
ahother to a throne. him, that he might be brought to swear 

106. 7. Thus they confirm.'] By all himself ofl^ cheerfuUy proposing thus to 
these specious and deceitful reasonings be perjured. THs play is lost by time, 
they cheat themselves into the commis- so that nothing certain can be said con- 
sion of crimes, and endeavour to silence ceming this allusion ; but what is here 
the remonstrances and terrors of a guilty said (jdfter Holyday) seems probable. 
conscience. • 111. Witty Catullus.'] Some expound 

108. jHc jweceties, ^c.]Thu8Confident, urbani, here, as the cognomen of this 

the wretch whom you summon to the Catullus. 

temple, in order to swear to his inno- 112. You miseraJble eccclaim — ] You, 

cence, leads the way before you, as if in half-mad vvith vexation at finding your- 
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Vel potius quantum Gradivus Homericus: Audis, 

Jupiter, haec ? nec labra moves, cum mittere vocem 

Debueras, vel marmoreus, vel aheneus! aut cur 115 

In carbone tuo charta pia thura soluta 

Ponimus, et sectum vituli jecur, albaque porci 

Omenta? ut video, nuUum discrimen habendum est 

Effigies inter vestras, statuamque Bathylli. 

Accipe, qusB contra val6at solatia ferre, 120 

Et qui nec Cynicos, nec Stoica dogmata legit 

A Gynicis tunica distantia ; non Epicurum 

Suspicit exigui Isetum plantaribus horti. 

Curentur dubir medicis majoribus SBgri, 

Tu venam vel discipulo committe Philippi. 125 

Si nullum in terris tam detestabile factum 
Ostendis, taceo ; nec pugnis caedere pectus 
Te veto, nec plana faciem contundere palma ; 



self thus tieated, and in amazement at tom, mentioned sat z. 55. (see note 

the impudence of such a peijury, break there,) of &stening pieces of paper, con> 

forth £doud. taining yows, upon the images of the 

112. Steatar.^ A Grecian mentioned gods, and taking them off when their 
by Homer. IL e. L 785, 6. to haye a prayers were granted, after which they 
voice as loud as fifty people together. offered what they had vowed. 

113. Homerican Ciradivus.'] See note, 117. " The cut Ztcer," ^c.] The liver 
sat iL L 128. Homer says, (IL €. 860 cut out of a calf^ and the caul which 
— 2.) that when Mars was wounded by covered the inwards of an hog, were 
Diomede, he roared so loud that he usual offerings. 

frightened the Grecians and Trojans, and 119. *^ The staiue of BaiOnftw.'^] A 

made a noise as loud as 10,000 men to- fiddler and a player, whose statue was 

gether. erected in the temple of Juno, at Samos, 

In some such manner as this, wouldst by the tyrant Polycrates. — q. d. At this 

thou, my friend Calvinus, exclaim, and late, I don^ see that there is any differ- 

call out to Jupiter. ' ence between thy images, O Jupiter, and 

114. Nor move your lips.] Canst thou those that may be erected in honour of 
be a silent hearer, Jupiter, of such a fiddler. 

perjuries as these ? wilt thou not so In this expostulatory exclamation to 

much as utter a word against such Jupiter, which the poet makes his friend 

doings, when one should think thou utter with so much vehemence, there is 

oughtest to threaten vengeance, wert very keen raillery against the folly and 

thou even made of marble or brass, like superstition that prevailed at Rome, 

thine images which are among us ? which Juvenal held in the highest con- 

115. Or whi/.'\ Where is the use — to tempt. This almost reminds one of that 
what purpose is it ? fine sarcasm of the prophet Elijah, 

116. Fut tue, ^*c.] See sat. xiL L 89, 1 Kings,xviiL 27. 

note. 120. Ilear^ ^c.] The poet is now 

116^17. Fromtheloos'*^ paper.] Some taking another ground to console his 

think that the offerers used to bring their friend, by representing to him the fire- 

incense wrapped up in a paper, and, com- quency not 5nly of the same, but of much 

ing to the sJtar, they imdid or opened greater injuries than what he has suf- 

the paper, and poured the incense out of fered ; and that he, in being ill used, is 

it upon tlie fire. only sharing the common lot of maiir 

But others, by charta soluta (abL ab- kind, from which he is not to think himr 

BoL) imderstand a refcrence to the cus- sclf exempt. 
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Or rather as much as the Homerican Gradi vtis : " Do you hear, 
" Jupiter, those things? nor move your lips, when you ought 
" To send forth your voice, whether you are of marble or of 
"brass? or why, 115 

On thy coal, put we the pious frankincense from the loos^d 
Paper, and the cut liver of a calf, and of an hog 
" The white caul? as I see,there is nodifference tobereckonM, 
" Between your images, and the statue of Bathyllus.^ 
Hear, what consolations on the other hand one may bring, 120 
And who neither hath read the Oynics, nor the Stoic doc- 

trines, differing 
From the Oynics by a tunic : nor admires Epicurus 
Happy in the plants of a small garden. 
The dubious sick may be taken care of by greater physicians, 
Do you commit your vein even to the disciple of Philip. 125 

If you shew no fact in all the earth so detestable, 
I am silent : nor do I forbid you to beat your breast 
With your fists, nori;o bruise your face with your open palm ; 



120. Hear,"] Accipe — ^auribiis under- misfortunes, stand in need of the most 
stood. grave and leamed advice. 

121. Neiiher Jkath rend."] Never hath 125. Commit your vein, ^c.] A person 
made these his study. whose cause of illness is laut slight, may 

— TTie Cynics,] The followers of Dio- trust himself in the hands of a young 

genes. beginner. 

— Stoic doctrines.'] The doctrines of So you, Calvinus, whose loss is but 

Zeno and hh followers, who were called comparatively slight, have no need of 

Stoics, £rom arwa^ a porch, where they Stoics, or , Cynics, or of such a one as 

ta^ht , Epicurus, to console you ; I am suffi- 

— Differing, ^c.] The people differed cient for the purpose, though I do not 

from each other in their dress, the Cynics read or study such great philosophers. 
wearing no tunic (a sort of waistcoat) — PhiUp.\ Some surgeon of no great 

under their cloaks, as the Stoics did ; credit or reputation ; but even his ap- 

but both agreed in teaching the contempt prentice might be trusted to advise bleed- 

of money, and of the change of fortune. ing, or not, in a slight disorder. So you 

122. Epicurus.] A philosopher of may safely trust to my advice in your 
Athens, a temperate and sober man, present circumstances, though I am no 
who lived on bread and water and herbs: deep philosopher ; a little conunon sense 
he placed man^s chief happiness in the will serve the tum. 

pleasure and tranquillity of the mind. The whole of these two last lines is 

He died of the stone at Athens, aged allegorical ; the ideas are taken from 

»eventy-two. His scholars afterwsurds bodily disorder, but are to be transferred 

sadly perverted his doctrines, by making to the mind. 

thc pleasures of the body the chief 126. T/^yow sAeti?,^c.] Could youshew 

good, and ran into those excesses which no act in all thc world so vile as this 

brought a great scandal on the sect. Sus- which has been done towards you, I 

picit — ^lit. looks up to. would say no more — I would freely 

124. DvbUms sidc^ ^c.] Those who are abandon you to your sorrows, as a most 

Wi ill, thattheir recovery is doubtfiil, singularly unhappy man. 
should be committed to the care of very 127. Nor do /, ^c.] i. e. Go on, like a 

experienced and able physicians. man frantic with grief — beat your breast 

So, those who are afflicted with heavy — slap your fece till it be black and blue. 
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Qaandoquidem accepto claudenda est janna damno, 

Et majore domns ffemitu, majore tumultu 130 

Planguntur nummi, quam fimera : nemo dolorem 

Fingit in hoc casu, vestem deducere summam 

Contentus, vexare oculos humore coacto : 

Ploratur lachr^rmis amissa pecunia veris. 

Sed si cuncta vides simili fora plena querela; 135 

Si decies lectis diversa parte tabellis, 

Vana supervacui dicunt chirographa ligni, 

Arguit ipsorum quos litera, gemmaque princeps 

Sardonyches, loculis quse custoditur ebumis : 

Ten\ o delicias, extra communia censes 140 

Ponendum ! Qui tu gallinae filius albse, 

Nos viles pulli nati infelicibus ovis i 

129. Smcej ^] In a time oi moum- 134. Lost mimeiy is deplored^ ^c.] 
ing for any great loss, it was usual to When we see a man deploring the loss 
shut the doors and windows. of money, we may belieye the sixicerity 

— L08S heing received.'] A loss of mo- of his tears. 
ney incurred. — ^He is here rallying his The poet in ihis, and the preceding 

Mend Calvinus. — q, d. Inasmuch as the lines on this subject, finely satirizes the 

loss of money is looked upon as the most avarice and selfishness of mankind, as 

serious of all losses, doubtless you ought well as their hypocrisy and all want of 

to bewail your misfortune, with every real fedings, where self is not imme- 

circumstance of the most unfeigned soi^ diately concemed. 
row. 135. ijT^otf see, jrc.] 9. d. However I 

130. Mouming of the house, ^c.] i. e. might permit you to indulge in sorrow, 
Of the £unily — for, to be sure, the loss if no instance of such fraud and villany 
of money is a greater subject of grie^ hac^happened to any body but yourse^ 
and more lamented, than the deaths of yet if it be every day^s experience, if 
relations. the courts of justice are filled with com- 

131. Nobodif/eigns, ^c.] The grief for plaints of the same kind, why should you 
loss of money is very sincere, however give yourself up to grie^ as singularly 
feigned it usually is at fimerals. wretched, when what has happened to 

132. Oonsent to sever, ^c.] Nobody ^you is the frequent lot of others ? 
contents himself with the mere outward 136. Jff tablets.] i. e. Deeds or obliga- 
show of grief — such as rending the upper tions written on tablets. See sat ii. 1. 
edge of a garment, whieh was an usual 58, note. 

sign of griefl — jRead over, ^c] i. e. Often read over 

133. Vex tlie eyes^ ^c.] To rub the in the hearing of witnesses^as well as of 
eyes, in order to squeeze out a few forced the parties. 

tears. — By the differeni Tpartyl\ This ex- 

See Tbrent. Eun. act i. sc. i. where pression is very obscure, and does not 

Parmeno is describing the feigned grief appear to me to have been satis£sictorily 

of Phsedria^s raistress, and where this elucidated by commentators. Some read 

circumstance of dissimulation is finely diversa in parte, and explain it to mean, 

touched: that the deeds had been read over in 

H(&i verba una meherde /alsa lacrvr different places — variis in locis, says the 

mula, Delphin interpretation. However, aftfer 

Quam^ oeulos terendo misere, vix vi ex- much consideration, I rather approve of 

presserit^ reading diversa parte, by the dififerent 

Restinffuet, &;c. (i. e. the opposite) party. Pars means, 

So ViRG. JEn. ii. L 196. sometimes, a side or party in contention. 

Oaptique dolis lachrymisque coacli. AiNsw. In this view it exaggerates 
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Since, loss being reeeived, the gate is to be shut, iso 

And withgreatermourningof thehouse, with a greatertumult, 
Money is bewailed than funerals : nobody feigns grief 
In this case, content to sever the top of the garment, 
To vex the eyes with constrained moisture : 
Lost money is deplored with true tears. 135 

But if you see all the courts filled with the like complaint, 
If, tablets being read over ten times, by the difierent party, 
They saw the hand-writings of the useless wood are vain, 
Whom their own letters convicts, and a principal gem 
Of a sardonyx, which is kept in ivory boxes. 140 

Think you, O sweet Sir, that out of common things 
You are to be put? How are you the offspring of a white hen, 
We, vile chickens hatched from unfortunate eggs ? 

the impudence and villany ,of a man Delicise is often used to denote a dar- 

who denied his deed or obligation, see* ling, a minion, in which a person de- 

ing that his adyersary, the creditor, hay- lights ; here delicias might be rendered 

ing firequently read over the deeds, could choice, fayourite, «. e. of fortune — as if 

not be mistaken as to its contents, any exempted from the common accidents of 

more than l^e debtor, who had signified life— as if put or placed out of their reach. 

and sealed it, as well as heard it read 141. HowJ^ Why — ^by what means 

oyer. — how can you make it out ? 

137. They sa^.] %, e, The fraudulent — The ofspring o/ a whUe hen.'\ The 
debtors say, that the hand-writings con- colour of white was deemed lucky. This 
tained in the bonds are &lse and yoid. expression seems to haye been proyer- 

Superyacuus means superfluous, sery- bial in Juyenal^s time to denote a man 

ing to no purpose or use. — Snpervacui that is bom to be happy and fortunate. 
li^i, i. e. of the inscribed wooden ta- Some suppose the original of this say- 

blets, which are of no use, though the ing to be the story told by Suetonius in 

tobligation be written on them. his life of Galba, where he mentions an 

^.rf. Notwithstanding the hand-writing eagle, which soaring oyer the head of 

appears against them, signed and sealed Liyia, a little after her marriage with 

by themselyes, and that before witnesses, Augustus, let fdl into her lap a white 

yet they decl^ that it is all fa]se,a mere hen, with a laurel-branch in her mouth ; 

deceit,ahd of no obligation whatsoeyer — which hen, being preserved, became so 

they plead, non est factum, as we say. fruitfiil, that the place where this hap- 

138. Whom their oum letters contJtcfe.] pened was called Villa ad Gallinas. 
Whose own hand-writing proves it tobe But the|poet saying nothing of firuit- 
their own deed. fulness, but of the colour only, it is 

— A principcU gem, ^c.] Their seal cut rather to be supposed that Erasmus is 

upon a sardonyx of great value, with right, in attributing this proverb to the 

which they sealed the deed. notion which the Romans had of a white 

139. Which 18 kept, ^c.] Kept in splen- colour, that it denoted luck or happiness, 
did cases of ivory, perhaps one within as dies albi, and albo lapillo notati, and 
another,for its greater security. By this the like. 

circumstance, the poet seems to hint, that 142. UnfoHunate eggsJ] The infelicibus 

the vile practice which he mentions was ovis, put here in opposition to the white 

by no means confined to the lower sort hen, scems to imply the eggs of some 

of people, but had made its way among birds of unhappy omen, as crows, ravens, 

ihe rich and great. &c. figuratively to denote those who are 

140. O sweet Sir.} Delicias — hominis born to be unfortunate. 
understood. Comp. sat. vi. I. 47. An Scepe sinistra cava prcedixit ab ilice 
ironicai apostrophe to his friend. Comix. Viro. ecL i. 18 ; and ix. 15. 
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Bem pateris modicam, et mediocri bile ferendam, 

Si flectas oculos majora ad crimina : confer 

Conductum latronem, incendia sulphure ccepta, i45 

Atque dolo, primos cum janua colligit ignes : 

Confer et hos, veterjs qui tollunt grandia templi 

Pocula adorandse rubiginis, et populorum 

Dona, vel antiquo positas a rege coronaa. 

Hsec ibi si non sunt^ minor extat sacrilegus, qui 150 

Badat iuaurati femur Herculis, et faciem ipsam 

Neptuni, qui bracteolam de Castore ducat. 

An dubitet, solitus totum conflare Tonantem! ' 

Confer et artifices, mercatoremque veneni, 

Et deducendum corio boyis in mare, cum quo 155 

Clauditur adversis innoxia simia fatis. 

Hsec quota pars scelerum, quse custos Gallicus urbis 

Usque a lucifero, donec lux occidat, audit! 

Humani generis mores tibi nosse volenti 

Suflicit una domus ; paucos consume dies, et I60 

Dicere te miserum, postquam illinc veneris, aude. 

Quis tumidum guttur miratur in Alpibus! aut quis 

143. With moderate (Mer, 4*^.] «. e. and magnificent offerings, given to some 
Moderate wrath, anger, resentment, shrine by a whole people together, in 
when you consider how much greater in- honour of the god that presided there. 
juries others suiFer from greater crimes. 149. Crowns jidaced^ ^c.] As by Ro- 

144. Compare,^ Consider in a com- mulus and other kings, whose crowns, 
parative view. in honour of their memory, were hnng 

1 45. Hired thie/l^ Or cutrthroat, who up in the temples of the gods. 

is hired for the horrid purpose of assaa- 150. I/ these are not ihere,'] If it so 

sination. happen that there be no such valuable 

—Bumings begun with sulphur^ Which relics as these now mentioned, yet some 

is here put, by synec. for aU sort of com- petty sacrilegious thief will de&ce and 

bustible matter, with which incendiaries rob the statues of the gods. 
fire houses. . 151. Scrape the ihigh, ^e.] To get a 

146. By deceU.] In a secret manner, little gold from it. 

by artfully laying the destructive mate- 151, 2. Face o/Neptune.'] Someimage 

rials, so as not to be discovered till too of Neptune, the beard whereof was of 

late to prevent the mischiel gold. 

— CoUects ihe Jirst fires.] So as to 152. Draw qfthe leaf-gold, ^c.] Peel 

prevent those who are in the house from it off, in order to steal it, from the image 

getting out, and those who are without of Castor : there were great treasures ia 

from getting in, to afford any assistance. his temple. See sat. ?iv. L 260. 
It is not improbable that the poet here 153. Will he hesitate.] At such com- 

glances at the monstrous act of Nero, paratively small matters as these, who 

who saw Rome on fire. could steal a whole statue of Jupiter, and 

147. Large cmjds,^c.] Who are guilty then melt it down ; and who can make 
of sacrilege, in stealing the sacred vessels a practice of such a thing ? A man who 
which have been for ages in some an- accustoms himself to greater crimes, 
tique temple, and which are venerable can*t be supposed to hesitate about com- 
from the rubt which they have contracted mitting less. 

by time. 154. Contrivers, and the meri^anio/ 

148. .9. The gi/ts o/ the people.] Rich /wtsow.] Those who make and those who 
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You suflfer a moderate matter, and to be borne with 

moderate choler, 
If you bend your eyes to greater crimes : compare 
The hired thief, burnings begun with sulphur, i45 

And by deceit, when the gate coUects the first fires : 
Gompare also these, who take away the large cups 
Of an old temple, of venerable rust, and the gifts 
Of the people, or crowns placed by an ancient king. 
If these are not there, there stands forth one less sacrilegious, 

who' 150 

May scrape the thigh of a gilt Hercules, and the very face of 
Neptune, who may draw ofi*the leaf-gold from Castor. 
Will he hesitate, who is used to melt a whole Thunderer? 
Compare also the contrivers, and the merchant of poison, 
And him to be launched into the sea in the hide of an ox, 155 
With whom an harmless ape, by adverse fates, is shut up. 
How small a part this of the crimes, which Gallicus, the 

keeper of the city, 
Hears from the morning, until the light goes down? 
Toyou whoare willing to know the manners of thehumanrace 
One house sufiices ; spend a fpw days, and dare I60 

To call yourself miserable, after you come from thence. 
Who wonders at a swoln throat in the AIps ? or who 



fiell poisonouB compositions, for tlie puiv fectns urbis literallj sat £rom moming to 

poses of sorcery and witchcraft, or for night every day, but that he was con- 

killing persons in a secret and clandes- tinually, as the phrase among us importsi, 

tine manner. See Hor. sat ix. lib. i. 31. hearing causes, in which the most atroci- 

and epod. ix. 1. 61. ouscrimeswerediscoyeredandpunished. 
155. Laufuihed into the sea, ^e.] Par- 160. One house steffices.^ q. d, If you 

ricides were put into a sack made of an desire to be let into a true history of hu- 

ox^s hide, together with an ape, a cock, man wickedness, an attendance at the 

a serpent, and a dog, and thrown into house of Gbdlicus alone will be sufficient 

the sea. See sat. viii. 214. The &,te of for your purpose. 
these poor innocent animals is very — Spend a/ew days^ 3fc.] Attend there 

cruel, they having done no wrong. De- for a few days, and when you come 

ducendum. Met See Vibg. G. i. 255. away, dare, if you can, to caU yourself 

157. Keeper ofike city^ Rutilius Gal- unhappy, after hearing what you haye 
licus was appointed, under Domitian, heard at the house of Gallicus. Domus 
prsefectus urbis, who had cognizance of is a very general word, and need not be 
c^ital offenoes, and sat eyery day on restricted here to signify the priyate 
criminal causts. house of the judge, but may be under- 

158. From the moming.'] Lucifero. stood of the court or place where he sat 
The planet Venus, when seen at day- to hear causes. 

break, is called Ludfer — i. «. the bringer 162. Swoln throat, ^c.] The inha- 

of light See sat yiiL 12. bitants about the Alps have generally 

NascereproBqne diem veniens age Lucifer great swellings about their throats, occa- 

aimum. VmG. ecL viii. L 17. sioned, as some suppose, by drinking 

Luc^er ortus erat snow-water. The French call these pro- 

Ov. Met iv. 6(54. tuberances on the outside of the throat, 

It is not to be supposed that the prae- goitres. 
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In Meroe crasso majorem infonte mamillam ! 

Oserula quis stupuit Germani lumina, flavam 

Osesariem, et madido torquentem cornua cirro ? i65 

Nempe quod hsec illis natura est omnibus una. 

Ad subitas Thracum volucres, nubemque sonoram 

Pygmaeus parvis currit bellator in armis : 

Mox impar hosti, raptusque per aera curvis 

Unguibus a sseva fertur grue : si videas hoc 170 

Gentibus in nostris, ri^ quatere : sed illic, 

Quanquam eadem assidue spectentur prselia, ridet . 

Nemo, ubi tota cohors pede non est altior uno. 

NuIIane perjuri capitis, fraudisque nefandae 

Poena erit? Abreptum crede hunc graviore catena 175 

Protinus, et nostro (quid plus velit ira?) necari 

Arbitrio : manet illa tamen jactura, nec unquam 

Depositum tibi sospes erit : sed corpore truhco 

Invidiosa dabit ininimus solatia sangiiis : 

1 63. Meroe,'] An island Burromided — Sonorous chud.'] The cianes are 
by the Nile. See sat. vi. 527. The wo- birds of passage, and fly in great nnm- 
men of this island are said to haye bers when they chai^e their climate, 
breasts of an enormous size. Our poet which they were supposed to do when 
is hardl j to be understood literally. the winter set in in Thrace ; they made 

164. Bhte e^ ^f^.] Tacit de. Mor. a greatnoise when they flew. See ^n. 
Germ. says, that the Germans have tru- x. 265, 6. 

ces et cseruleos oculos, et comas rutilas — 168. Pygmasan warrior, ^c.] The 

fierce and blue eyes, and red hair. Py^^mies (from trvyfiri, the fisl^ or a 

165. TvnsHng hi$ curls,] Comu — ^lit. measure of space from the elbow to the 
an hom ; but is used in many senses to hand, a cubit) were a liace of people in 
express things that bear a resemblance Thrace, which were ^aid to be only three 
to an hom — as here, the Germans twisted inches high. Ains w. Juyenal says, a 
their hair in 4uch a manner, as that the foot, L 173. They were said always to 
curls stqod np and iooked like homs. be at war with the cranes. 

— A wet iockJ\ Cirtus signifles a curled — LUtle arms,] His diminutiTe we&* 

lock of hair. The Germaiis nsed to wet pons. 

their locks with ointment of some kind, 169. The enemy,'] The cranes. 
perhaps that they might the more easily 171. In our naUons, ^c] In our part 

take, and remain in, the shape in which of the world, if an instance of ihis sort 

the &shion was to put them ; something were to happen, it would appear highly 

like our use of pomatum ; or the oint- ridiculous ; to see a little man fighting a 

ment which they used ndght be some crane, and then flown away with in the 

perfume. Comp. HoR. lib. ii. od. vii. 7. 8. talons of the bird, would make you shake 

166. Because, ^c.] Nobody would be your sides with laughter, firom the singa- 
surprised at seeing a German as above larity of such a sight. 

mentioned, and for this reason, because 172. The same battles, ^c.] In that part 

all the Germans do the same, it is the one of the world, there being no singularity 

uniyersal fAshion among them. Natura or noyelty in the matter, though the 

sometimes signifies, a way or method. same thing happens constantly, nobody 

167. Sudden birds^ ^c.] A flight of is seen to laugh, howeyer ridiculous it 
cranes coming unexpectedly from Stry- may be to see an army of people, not 
mon, a riyer of Thrace. one of which is above a foot high. 

StrymonuB grues, The poet means to infer from all 

See ViRO. G. i. 120 ; Mn. x. 265. this, that it is the singularity and no- 
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In Meroe at a breast bigger than a fat infant i 

Who has been amazed at the blue eyes of a German, his 

yellow 
Hair, and twisting his curls with a wet lock ? i65 

Because indeed this one nature is to them all. 
At the sudden birds of tlie Thracians, and the sonorous cloud, 
The Pygmaean warrior runs in his little arms, 
Soon unequal to the enemy, and seized, thro^ the air, with 

crooked 
Talons, he is carried by a cruel crane : if you could see this 
In our nations, you would be shook with laughter: but there, 
Tho** the same battles may be seen constantly, nobody 
Laughs, when the whole cohort is not higher than one foot. 
Shall there be no punishment of a perjured head, 
And of wicked fraud V " Suppose this man dragged away 
" with 175 

" A weightier chain immediately, and to be killed (what 

" would anger have more ?) 
" At our will : yet that loss remains, nor will ever 
" The deposit be safe to you i"^ " but from his maimed body 
" The lea«t blood will give an enviable consolation. 



yoLty of eyents whiGh make them won- fbr the whole man. 

dered at : hence his friend Calyinus is So Hon. lib. i ode xxiy. 1. 2. 

so amased and grieyed that he shonld Tam chari oapids. 

be defranded, looking upon it as pecu- 175. ^ Wicked/raud,''^^ In taking my 

liar to him ; whereas, if he would look money to keep for me, and then deny- 

at what is going forward in the world, ing that he eyer had it 

particularly in courts of ciyil and crimi- — ** Suppose,"^ ^.] Juyenal answers, 

nal judicature, he would see nothing to Suppose the man who has injured you 

be surprised at, with respect to his own- hurried instantly away to prison, and 

case, any more than he would be sur- loaded with fetters heayier than ordi- 

prised, if he went among the Oermans, nary — grayiore catena. 

to see blue eyes, and red hair, or locks 176. **^ Be kUled, 8^c.'] Be put to death 

curled and wetted with some ointment, by all ihe tortures we could inyent — 

seeing they all appear alike. Or if he (and the most bitter anger could desire 

were to go among the Pygmies, he no more) — what then ? 

would see nobody kugh at their battles 177. " That fos»."] i e. Which you 

with the cranes, which are constantly complain of. 

happening, and at the diminutiye size — **" Remains.''^'] Is still the same. 

of the Pygmy warribrs, which is alike 178. " lHe depos^^ ^c.] The money 

in aU. which you deposited in his hands would 

174. " No pmishment,'*^ ^c.] Well, not be the safer — i, e, at all the more 

but, says Calyinus, though you obserye secure. 

that I am not to be surprised at what 179. ** TTie least Uood^^ ^c.] True, re- 

I haye met with, because it is so fre- plies Calyinus, but I should enjoy my 

quent, is such a matter to be entirely reyenge ; the least drop of blood jfrom 

nnnoticed, and such an offender not to his mangled body would giye me such 

be punished. comfort as to be enyiable ; for reyenge 

— *^ A pefjured head.'*''} A perjured affdMrds a pleasure sweeter than life it- 

person. Capitis, per synec. stands here, self. 
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At vindicta boniim vita jucundius ipsa. 180 

Nempe hoc indocti, quorum prsecordia nullis 
Interdum, aut levibus videas flagrantia causis : 
Quantulacunque adeo est occasio, sufiicit irse. . 
Chrysippus non dicet idem, nec mite Thaletis 
Ingenium, dulcique senex ^icinus Hyraetto, 185 

Qui partem acceptse sseva inter vincla cicutse 
Accusatori nollet dare. Plurima felix 
Paulatim vitia, atque errores exuit omnes, 
Prima docens rectum Sapientia : quippe minuti 
Sempeb et infirmi est animi exiguique VOLUPTAS 190 

Ultio. Continuo sic collige, quod vindicta 
Nemo magis gaudet, quam foemina. Cur tamen hos tu 
Evasisse putes, quos diri conscia facti 
Mens habet attonitos, et surdo verbere caedit, 
Occultum quatiente animo tortore flagellum l 195 

Poena autem vehemens, ac multo ssevior illis, 
Quas et Cseditius gravis invenit aut Bhadamanthus, 
Nocte dieque suum gestare in pectore testem. 
Spartano cuidam respondit Pythia vates, 



' 181. TVwZy ^Am, ^c.] Truly, says Ju- cxcellent honey, hence called dulcis 

venol, ignorant and foolish people think Hymettus. See Hor. lib. ii. ode tL 

80. q. d. This is the sentiment of one 1. 14, 15. This mountain was not &r 

who is Yoid of all knowledge of true phi- from Athens, where Socrates lived, and 

losophy — ^indocti. where he was put to death. 

— Who9e breasts, ^c.] Praecordia sig- 186. Who tDould not^ ^c.] It was a 

nifies, literally, the parts about the maxim of Socrates, that he who did an 

heart, which is supposed to be the seat injury was more to be pitied than he 

of the passions and affections ; here it who suffered it He was accused of 

may stand for the passions themselves, contemning the gods of Athens, and, 

which, says the poet, are set on fire, for this, was condemned to die, by 

sometimes for no cause at all, sometimes drinking the juice of hemloek ; which 

firom the most trivial causes, in siUy he did with circumstances of calmneBS 

people. and- fortitude, as well as of foigiyeneBS 

183. Howeoer smaU, ^c] Any trifling of his accusers, that Inrought t^urs fnaa.' 
thing is sufficient to put them into a all that were present wi^ him in the 
passion — but it is not so with the prison during the sad scene. 

wise. An old scholiast has observed on this 

184. Chrysipptts will not satf, ^o.] A passage, as indeed some others haye 
&mous Stoic philosopher, scholar to Ze- done, that one of his accusers, MeHtas, 
no, who taught the goyemment of the was cast into prison with him ; and ask- 
passions to be a chief good. ing Socrates to give him some of the 

185. T^hales.'] A Milesian, one of the poison, that he might drink it, Socrates 
seven wise men of Greece. He held refusedit 

ihat injuries were to be contemned, and 187. Received hemlock] Which he 

was not himself easily provoked to an- had received from the executioner, and 

ger. then held in his hand. For an acconnt 

— The dd man,'] Socrates. of his death, see Ant. Univ. Hist voL 

— Neighbour to sweet Hymettus,'] Hy- vi. p. 407, note z. translated from Plato. 

mettus, a mountain in Attica, famous for — Happy fvisdom.'} The poet here 
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" But revenge is a good more pleasant than life itself.^ i80 
Truly this is of the unlearned, whose breasts you may see 
Buming, sometimes from none, or from slight causes : 
However small the occasion may be, it is sufficient for anger. 
Chrysippus will not say the same, nor the mild disposition 
Of Thales,and the old man neighbour to sweetHymettus, 185 
Who would not, amidst cruel chains, give a part of 
The received hemlock to his accuser. Happy wisdom, 
By degrees puts off most vices, and all errors, 
First teaching what is right ; for bevenge 

Is ALWAYS THE PLEASURE OF A MINUTB, WEAK, AND LITTLE 190 

MiND. Immediately thus conclude, because in revenge 
Nobody rejoices more than a woman. But why should you 
Think these to have escaped, whose mind, conscious of a 

dire 
Fact, keeps them astonished, and smites with a dumb stripe. 
Their conscience the tormentor shaking a secret whip ? 195 
But it is a vehement punishment, and much more cruel, 

thp.n those 
Which either severe CaBditius invented, or Rhadamanthus, 
Night and day to carry their own witness in their breast. 
The Pythian prophetess answerM a certain Spartan, 

means the teachings of the moial philo- souls, conscious of dreadful crimes, are 

Bophers, some of which held, that, eyen all astonishment— their guilty conscience 

in tonnents, a wise man was happy. smiting them with silent, but seyere, re- 

189. Ftrst teac/un^ what is right, ^c.] proof. 

To know what is right is first necessary, 195. The oorucienceJ] u e. Their con- 

in order to do it — ^this, therefore, is the science the executioner, shaking its se- 

fonndation 6f moral philosophy, in order cret scourge with terror over them. 

to strip the mind of error, and the life of A metaphor, taken from the whippiug 

-vidous actions. of criminals, whose terrors are excited 

Vitffi philosophia dux, Tirtutis inda- at seeing the executioner^s scouige lifted 

gatrix, expultrixque yitiorum. Cic. Tusc. up and shaken over them. 

y. iL Public whipping was a common pu- 

** Philoflophy is the guide of life, the nishment among the Romans for the 

" searcher-out of virtue, the expeller of lower sort of people. See Hqr. epod. 

"▼ice." iv. L 11. 

191. Thus oondude.] i. e. Conclude, 196. Vehemmt punishment^ ^e.'\ The 

without any farther reasoning, that the poet here means, that the torments of a 

above observation, viz. that revenge is wounded conscience are less tolerable 

the pleasure of weak minds, is true, be- than those of bodily punishment. Comp. 

eanse it is so often found to be so inthe Prov. xviii 14. 

weaker sex. 197. Sefoere CadHius.'] A very cruel 

Persiuff uses the verb colligo in the judge in the days of Vitellius ; or, ao- 

sense of conclude, or infer — ^mendose cording to some, in the days of Nero. 

colligis, you conclude fidsely. Sat v. — Rhadamanthus.] One of the judges 

L 85. of helL See sat i. L lOy note. 

193. To have escaped,8^c.'] Thoughno 198. Their ovm tntness, ^c.] Conti- 

outward pnnishment should await these nually bearing about with them the tefr- 

evil-doers, and you may suppose thcm timony of an evil conscience. 

to have escaped quite free, yet their very 199, Fythian prophetess.'] The priestess 

VOL. II. I 
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Haud impunitum quondam fore, quod dubitaret 206 

Depositum retinere, et fraudem jure tueri 

Jurando : quserebat enim quae numinis esset 

Mens, et an hoc illi facinus suaderet Apollo. , 

Beddidit ergo metu, non moribus ; et tamen omnem 

Vocem adyti dignam templo, veramque probavit, 205 

Extinctus tota pariter cum prole domoque, 

Et quamvis longa deductis gente propinquis. 

Has patitur poenas peccandi sola voluntas. 

Nam scELus intra sb tacitum qui cogitat ullum, 

Facti crimen habet. Cedo, si conata peregit ? 210 

Perpetua anxietas : nec mensae tempore cessat ; 

Faucibus ut morbo siccis, interque molares 

Difficili crescente cibo. Sed vina misellus 

Exspuit : Albani veteris pretiosa senectus 

Displicet : ostendas melius, densissima ruga 215 



of Apollo, (called PythiuB, from his slay- his mind, and determine him to keep 

ing the serpent Python,) by whom the money. 

Apollo gave answers at his oracle of 203. Would advise, ffc} Would per- 

Delphos. suade him to the £act — i.e. toretainthe 

The story alluded to is told by Hero- deposit, &c 

dotus, of one Olaucus, a Spartan, with 204. From /ear, not, ^c.] More firom 

whom a Milesian, in confidence of his a principle of fear of the consequences 

honesty, had left a sum of money in of keeping it, than an honest desire of 

trust Glaucus afterwards denied hay- doing right 

ing received the money, when it was de- 205. Tke wnce ofthe shrine. ] Adytam 

manded by the sons of the Milesian, and signifies the most secret and sacred plaoe 

sent them away without it : yet he was of the temple, firom whenoe the oiadeB 

not quite satisfied in himself, and went were supposed to be deliYa>ed. 

to the oracle, to know whether he should — Worthy the tetnple, 8^."] It was 

persist in denying it, or not He was • reckoned highly for the leputation of 

answered, that if he forswore the money, the temple, when the things there for»- 

he might escape fi)r a time ; but for his told came to pass : on a£coimt of which, 

vile intention, he and all his fiunily these oracles were usually deliTerad in 

should be destroyed. Upon this, Glau- equiyocal terms, so that they might be 

cus sent for the MilesiaAs, and paad the supposed to tell tmth, on whicheYer side 

whole sum. But what the orade fore- the event tumed ont 

told came to pass, for he and all his 207. Dedttced/romalongrace,']LangaL 

kindred were afterwards extirpated. gente, firom a long train of anceston — 

200. Time to come.'] Though he might all that were rekted to him, howenrer 
escape from the present, yet, at a fiiture distantly, were cut oJBF. 

time, he should not go without punish- 208. T%e»e pumskments^&fe.'} ThuB was 

ment the mere intention of doing ill most 

— Because he doubted.l Conld sufier justly punished. 

himself even to entertain a doubt in such 210. Hath the ffuilt, ^e.] Is as xeally 

a case as this. g^ty as if he had accomplished it Im 

201. ^ deposit.'\ Of money committed this, and in many other passageSyOiw 
to his trust wordd almost think Juvenal was aoi- 

— Bif swearmg^ By perjury — ^jure quainted with something above hear 

jurando. Tmesis. thenism. Comp. Prov. xxiv. 8, 9 ; wmk 

202. He ashed, ^c.] In hopes that he Matt v. 28. 

might get sucb an answer as would quiet — ^" Tell we,'* ffc.'] A question asked 
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That in time to come he should not be unpunished, because 
doubted he 2oo 

To retain a deposit, and defend the fraud by swearing : 
For he asked what was the mind of the Deity, 
And whether ApoUo would advise this deed to him. 
He therefore restored it from fear, not from moraIs,and yet all 
The voice of the shrine, he proved worthy the temple, and 
true, 205 

Being extinguished together with all his oflPspring, and family, 
And with his relations, tho** deduced from a long race. 
These punishments does the single viU of offending suffer. 

FOR HE WHO WITHIN HIMSBLF DEVISES ANY SECRET WICKED- 

NESS, 

Hath the guilt op the fact. — " Tell me, if he accomplish^d 
" his attempts V 210 

" Perpetual anxiety : nor does it cease at the time of the table, 
" With jaws dry as by disease, and between his grinders 
" The difficult food increasing. But the wretch spits out 
" His wine : the precious old age of old Albanian 214 

" Will displease : if you shew him better, the thickest wrinkle 



by Calvinufl, on hearing what Juvenal (Bsophagus, or gullet, in order to fiicili- 

had said above. — ^Tell me, says Calvinus, tate deglutition, which by these means, 

if what yo^ say be true, that the very in healthy persons, is attended with ease 

design to do evU makes a person guilty and pleasure. 

of what he designed to do, what would But the direct contrary is the case, 

be the case of his actually accomplishing where the mouth and throat are quite 

what he intended, as my &lse Mend has dry, as in feyers — ^the food is chewed 

done ? with difficulty and disgust, and cannot 

211. ** Perpetwd (maAety.'''''^ Juvenal be swaUowed without uneasiness and 
ans:i!rer8 the question, by setting forth, loathing, and may well be called dif- 
in Tery striking colours, ^e anguish of a ficilis cibus in both these respects. 
wonnded conscience. First, he would be Wanting also the saliva to moisten it, 
imder continual anxiety. and make it into a sort of paste for de- 

— *^ The time of ihe ^oftfe."] Even at glutition, it breaks into pieces between 

his mealfl — ^his convivial hours. the teeth, and taking up more room than 

212. *^ WUk jaw8 dry^"* ^c.] His when in one mass, it fills the mouth as 
mouth hot aHd parched, like one in a if it had increased in quantity, and is 
fever. attended with a nausea, or loathing, 

213.'^/)t^c»2^yboc{tncre(Wtn^.^^] This which still increases the uneasiness of 

dicumstance is very natural — the un- the sensation. 

easiness of this wretch^s mind occasions 213, 14. ^* SpUs out his unne.''^'] He 

the gymptoms of a fever ; one of which canH relish it, his mouth being out of 

is a dryness in the mouth and throat, taste, and therefore spits it out ias some^ 

owing to the want of a due secretion of thing nauseous. 

the raliva, by the glands appropriated 214. ^^ Albanian.^'*'] See sat. v. 1. 33, 

for that purpose. The great use of this note. This was reckoned the finest 

secretion, which we caU saliva, or spit- and best wine in all Italy, especially 

tle, is in masticating and diluting the when old. See Hor. lib. iv. ode xi. 

food, and making the first digestion L 1, 2. 

thereof ; also «to lubricate the throat and 215." Shew him betfer.V] If you could 

i2 
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Cogitur in frontem, velut aeri ducta Falemo. 

Nocte brevem si forte indulsit cura soporem, 

Ettoto versata toro jam membra quiescunt, 

Continuo templum, et violati numinis aras, 

Et (quod prsecipuis mentem sudoribus urget) 220 

Te videt in somnis : tua sacra et major imago 

Humana turbat pavidum, cogitque fateri. 

Hi sunt qui trepidant, et ad omnia fulgura pallent, 

Oum tonat ; exanimes primo quoque murmure cceli : 

Non quasi fortuitus, nec ventorum rabie, sed 225 

Iratus cadat in terras, et vindicet ignis. 

IUa nihil nocuit, cura graviore timetur 

Proxima tempestas ; velut hoc dilata sereno. 

Prseterea lateris vigili cum febre dolorem 

Si coepere pati, missum ad sua corpora morbum 230 

Infesto credunt a numine : saxa Deorum 

Haec, et tela putant : pecudem spondere sacello 



feet even better wine tlian this before appearing (as a^;randized by his fears) 

bim, he could not relisb it. greater than a human form. The 

2\5.^ The ihickest wrinlde^'' ^c.] His ancients had much superstition on the 

forehead would contract into wrinkles subject of apparitions, and always hcld 

without end, as if they were occasioned them sacred ; and (as fear magnifies its 

by his being offered sour Faleman wine. objects) they always were supposed to 

DensisBima is here used, as in sat i. appear greater than the life. Hence 

120, to denote a yast number ; as we Juvenal says, sacra et major imago. 

say, a thick crowd, where Tast numbers Comp. Virg. Mtu ii. L 772, 3. 

of people are collected together. 222. *' Compels him to con^ssJ**'] i. e, 

Faleman wine was in high repute The yillany which he has been gnil^ 

among the Romans when it was of the of — a confession of this is wrong firom 

best sort ; but there was a kind of coarse, him by the terrors which- he undeigoes ; 

Bour wine, which came from Falemus, a he can no longer keep the seciet within 

mountain of Campania, which, when his breast 

drank, would occasion sickness and 223. *^ AU lightnings^^ ^] The poet 

Yomiting. See sat vi I. 427, note ; and proceeds in his description (^ the miie- 

sat vi. L 429. rable state of the wicked, and here le- 

218. "iTts limbs turnbled over^'*'* ^c.] presents them as filled with hoiror by 
Tumbling and tossing firom one side of thunder and lightning, and dreadiog ihe 
the bed to the other, through the uneaRi- consequences. 

ness of his mind. See sat iiL 280, and 224. ** First murmur^'* ^e^ They aae 

note ; and Ainsw. Verso, No. 2. almost dead with fear, on hearing the 

219. " The temple — Ihe aUars^^'* ^c.] first rumbling in the sky. 

He is haunted with dreadfiil dreams, and 225. " Not as ift^ ^c^ They do not 

seems to see the temple in which, and look upon it as happening fbrtaitoasly, 

the altar upon which, he perjured him- by mere chance or accident, without 

sel^ and thus pro&ned and violated the any direction or interrentifm of the 

majesty of the Deity. gods, like the Epicureans. See Hon. 

220. *^ What urges his mind,'' ^c.] But sat v. lib. L 1. 101—3. 

that which occasions him more misery — ^ Rage qf tcinds.^^'] Or from the yio- 

than all the rest (see Ainsw. Sudor; lence of the winds, occasioning a cdli- 

and sat L 167.) is, that he fancies he sion of the clouds, and so produdng the 

beholds the man whom he has injured, lightning, as the philosophers thonght, 
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Is gathered on his forehead, as drawn by sour Falernan. 
In the night, if haply care hath indulged a short sleep, 
And his limbs tumbled over the whole bed now are quiet, 
Immediately the temp]e,and the altars of theyioIatedDeity, 
And (what urges his mind with especial pains) 220 

Thee he sees in his sleep : thy sacml image, and bigger 
Than human, disturbs him fearfiil^ and compels him to 

" confess.'' 
There are they who tremble, and tum pale at all lightnings 
When it thunders : also lifeless at the first murmur of the 

" heavens : 
Not as if accidental, nor by rage of winds, but 225 

Fire may fall on the earth enraged, and may avenge.^^ 
That did no harm"" — " the next tempest is fearM 
With heavier concern, as if deferr'd by this fair weather. 
Moreover a pain of the side with a watchfiil fever, 229 
If they have begun to suflPer, they believe the disease sent 
To their bodies by some hostile deity : they think these things 
The stones and darts of the gods : to engage a bleating sheep 



trho treated on the physical causes of 
lightning, as Pliny and Seneca. 

226. **Fvre mai//all,'"S^c.'] The wretch 
thinks that the flashes which he sees 
and dreads will not confine their fiiry 
to the skies, but, armed with divine 
yengeance, may &11 upon the earth, and 
destroy the gtulty. 

227. " That did no harm.''] i, e, That 
last tempest did no mischief ; it is now 
oyer and harmless ; ^ So £aT is well,^' 
thinks the unhappy wretch. 

— *^The next tempest^^'* ^cJ] Though 
they escape the firat storm, yet they 
dr«id the next still more, imagining 
that they have only had a respite from 
punishment, and therefore that the next 
will certaioly destroy them. 

228. "^As ifdeferr^d;' ^c.] As if de- 
layed by one &ir day, on purpose, af- 
terwards, to £ill the heavier. 

This passage of Juvenal reminds one 
of that wonderfully fine speech, on a 
Eamilar subject, which our great and ini- 
mitable poet, Shakespeare, has put into 
the mouth of king Lear, when tumed 
out by his cruel and ungrateful daugh- 
ters, and, on a desolate and barren 
heaih, is in the midst of a storm of 
thundeir and lightning. 

** Let the greai gods 

** That keep this dreadful pother o^er 
^ our headSf 



** Find out their enemies now. Treny- 

** bU thou tvretch 
** That hast within thee undiwilged 

** crimes, 
** UnwhipH of juMice : Mde thee, thou 

** bloody hand ; 
** Thou perjur*d and ihou simular man 

'* ofvirtue 
** T^at art incestuous: CaiHff^ to pieo*s 

** shake 
** That under oovert and convenient 

** seeming 
** Hast practis^d on man*s life ! Close 

** pentrup guilts, 
** Rive your concealing continents^ and 



u 



crg 



** T^hese dreadful summoners^grace!^ — 
Lear, act iii. sc. 1. 

229. ** Pain of the side," ^c.] The 
poet seems here to mean a pleurisy, or 
pleuritic fever, a painful and dangerous 
distemper. 

— ** A tPcUch/ul fever.^^'\ i. e. A fever 
which will not let them sleep, or take 
their rest. 

230. ** Begun to suffer,'" ^c.] On the 
first attack of such a disorder, they be-^ 
lieve themselves doomed to suffer the 
wrath of an offended Deity, of which 
their illness seems to them an eamest. 

232. ^Stones and rfar^s."] These were 
weapons of war among the ancients ; 
wheii they attacked a place, they threw. 
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Balantem, et Laribus cristam promittere galli 

Npn audent. Quid enim sperare nocentibus ^egris 

Goncessum ? vel quae non dignior hostia vita ! 235 

Mobilis et varia est ferme natura malorum. 

Oum scelus admittunt, superest constantia : quid fas 

Atque nefas, tandem incipiunt sentire, peractis 

Griminibus. Tamen ad mores natura recurrit 

Damnatos, fixa et mutari nescia. Nam quis 240 

Peccandi finemposuit sibi i quando recepit 

Ejectum semel attrita de fronte ruborem ! 

Quisnam hominum est, quem tu contentum yideris uno 

Flagitio i dabit in laqueum vestigia noster 

Perndus, et nigri patietur carceris uncum; . 245 

Aut maris ^gsei rupem, scopulosque frequentes 

Exulibus magnis. Poena gaudebis amara 

Nominis invisi : tandemque fatebere Isetus 



from engines for that puipose, huge they commit crimes, ihey are irresolute, 

stones to batter down the waJl, and and doubting whether they shall or not, 

darts to annoy the besieged. and often change their nund, which is 

Here the poet uses the words in a in a fluctuating state. 
metaphorical sense, to denote the appre- 237. *^ JRemama constancy,'"'] When 

hension of the sick criminal, who thmks they have once engaged in eYil actions, 

himself, as it were, besieged by an of- they become resolute. 
fended Deity, who employs the pleurisy — " What is riffht," ^o.] After the 

and fever, as his artillery, to destroy the crime is perpetrated, they begin to re- 

guilty wretch. flect on what they hiave done — they are 

— " To engage a hleating s^ccp," ^c.] forcibly stricken with the diflerence be- 

Or lamb — pecus may signify either. It tween right and wrong, insomuch that 

was usual for persons in danger, or' in they feel, for a while, a remorse of con- 

sickness, to engage by vow some offeiv science ; but notwithstanding this — 
ing to the gods, on their deliverance, or 239. " Nature recurs^'' ^c.] Theirevil 

recovery ; but the guilty wretches here nature will retum to its corrupt prin- 

mentioned^ are supposed to be in a ciples, and silence all remorse ; fized 

state of utter despair, so that they dare and unchangeaUe in this respect,it may 

not 80 much as hope for recovery, and be said, Naturam expellas nirca tamen 

therefore have no courage to address usque recurret Hor. lib. i epist. x. 

any vows to the gods. I. 24. 

233. " Comb of a cock,'' ^c.] So fer 241. **Hath laid down to AtJnseJ^," ^c.] 
from promising a cock to ^sculapius, What wicked man ever contented him- 
they have not the courage to vow even self with one crime, or could say to his 
a cock's comb, as a sacriflce to their propensity to wickedness, " Hitherto 
household gods. ^ shalt thou come, and no &rther,^* 

234. " AUowed the guUty^^'* ^c.] Such when every crime he commits hardens 
guilty wretches can be allowed no hope him the more, and plunges him still 
whatever — their own consciences tell deeper ? See sat. iL 1. 83, note. 

them as much. — " When recovered^'* ^c.] No man 

235. " Is not more toortJiy^^'* ^c.] i. e, ever yet recovered a sense of shame, who 
Does not more deserve to live than had once lost it. 

they. 242. ** Wom fyrekead^ ^c.] Attritus 

236. ** Ficlde and changeable,'"^ i. e, signifles rubbed or wom away, as niar" 
Wavering and uncertain, at first ; oefore ble, or metals, where an hard and 
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^^ To the little temple, and to.promise the comb of a cock 

" to the Lares 
" They dare not ; for what is allowed the guilty sick 
" To hope for? or what victim is not more worthy of life? 235 
" The nature of wicked men is, for the most part, fickle, and 
changeable; 
When they commit wickedness, there remains constancy: 
" what is right 
" And what wrong, at length they begin to perceive, their 



u 
u 



"cnmes 



(( 



Being finishM : but nature recurs to its damned 
" Morals, fixM, and not knowing to be changed. For who 240 
" Hath laid down to himself an end of sinning? when recoverM 
" Modesty once cast ofF from his worn forehead ? 
" Who is there of men, whom you have seen content with one 
" Base action ? our perfidious wretch will get his feet into 
" A snare, and will sufFer the hook of a dark prison, 245 
" Or a rock of the -ffigean sea, and the rocks frequent 
" To great exiles. You will rejoice in the bitter punishment 
" Of his hated name, and, at length, glad will confess, that 
" no one of 

polished sm&ce remams ; bo a wicked the streets after execution. See eat x. 

man, by £reqaent and continual crimes, L 66. 

growB hardened against all impressions But, by thisline, it should seem as if 

of shame, of which the forehead is often some instrument of this sort was made 

represented as the seat See Jer. iii use of, either for torture, or closer con- 

3. latter part finement in the dungeon. 

243. " Who is there,'" ^c.] Who ever 246. *^Rock of the jEgean aea."] Or, 
contented himself with sinning but once, if he should escape the gallowB, that he 
and stopped at the first fact ? will be banished to some rocky, barren 

244. " Our perfidious wreich^^'* ^c.] island in the ^gean sea, where he will 
Noster perfidus, says Juvenal, meaning lead a miserable life. Perhaps the island 
the villain who had cheated Calvinus, Seriphus is here meant See sat vi. , 
and then perjured himsel£ As if the 563. 

poet had said, Don't be so uneasy, Cal- ^ The rocks /reqtieni,'*'* ^c.] The 

vinuB, at the loss of your money, or so rocky islands of the Cylades, (see sat 

anxious about revenging yourself upon vi. 562, note,) to which numbers were 

the wretch who has perjured you ; have banished, and frequently, either by the 

a little patience, he won't stop here, tyranny of the emperor, or through their 

he'll go on from bad to worse, till you own crimes, persons of high rank. 

wiU find him sufficiently punished, and 247. " You ivill rejoice,'*'' ^c.] You, 

yonrself amply avenged, Calvinus, will at last triumph over the 

244, 5. " Inio a snare.^''] He'll do villain that has wronged you, when you 
something or other which will send him see the bitter sufFerings, which await 
to gaol, and load him with fetters. Or him, fall upon him. 

he will walk into a snare (comp. Job, 248. ^His hated name.'''*'\ Which will 

xviii. 8 — 10.) and be entangled in his not be mentioned, but with the utmost 

own devices. detestation a,nd abhorrrence. 

245. ^ Suffer ihe hook,^'' ^c.] Theun- — ^ At hngth — cow/bas."] However, 
cuB was a drag, or hook, by which the in time past, you may have doubted of 
bodies of male&ctors were diaggedabout it, you will in the end joyfully own — 
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Nec sordum, nec Tiresiam quenquam esse Deormn. 

248, 9. ** ThcU no one o/ ihe gods^ every circmnstance of such a fransaction, 

^0.] Whose pioTince it is to puniBh and to punish it accordingly. Comp. L 

crimes, is either dea^ so as not to hear 112 — 19. 
sach perjury, or blind, so at not to see 249. ^ Tiresku,'"^ A blind soothsayer 
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" The gods is either deaf, or a Tiresias.'*' 



of Thebea, &bled to be stricken blind by the latter, who in requital gaye him the 
Juno, for hia decision in a dispute he- gift of prophecy. 
tween her and her husband, in £eiY0ur of 



SATIRA XIV. 



ARGUMENT. 



This Satire is levelled at the had examples which parent^ set 
their children^ and shews the serious consequences o/such ex- 
amples^ in helping to contaminate the morals ofthe rising 
generdtion^ as we are apt^ hy nature^ rather to receive ill 
impressions than good^ and are^ hesides^ m^re pliant in our 

Plurima sunt, Fuscine, et fama digna sinistra, 

Et nitidis maculam hsesuram figentia rebus, 

QusB monstrant ipsi pueris traduntque parentes. 

Si damnosa senem juvat alea, ludit et hseres 

Bullatus, parvoque eadem movet arma fritillo : 5 

Nec de se melius cuiquam sperare propinquo 

Concedet juvenis, qui radere tubera terrse, 

Boletum condire, et eodem jure natantes 

Mergere ficedulas didicit, nebulone parente, 



Line 1. Fuscinns.'] A friend of Juye- means bj nitidis rebnfl. 
nal^s, to whom this Satire is addressed. 3. Which parents, ^c] The things 

— Woriky of unfcuoourcAle report,'] worthy of evil report, which are after- 

Which deserre to be ill spoken o^ to wards particularized, are matters which 

be esteemed scandalous. parents exhibit to their children .by ez- 

The word sinistra here is metaphorical, ample, and deliver to them by precept 

taken from the Roman superstition, with Comp. L 9. 

regard to any thing of the ominous kind, 4. Ifthe destntctive die pleases, S^c.] If 

which appeared on the left hand ; they the father be fond of playing at dice. 
reckoned it unlucky and unfavourable. — Wearinff the bulla, ^•c.] His son, 

See sat x. 1. 129. where the word is ap- when a mere child, will imitate his ez- 

plied, as here, in a metaphorical sense. ample. — For the buUa, see sat. ziii. L 33, 

2. Fiixing a stain, ^c.] A metaphor, note. 
taken from the idea of clean and neat 5. 7%e same weapons, ^c.] Arma, li- 

garments being soiled or spotted, with terally, denotes all kinds of warlike arms 

filth thrown upon them, the marks of and armour ; and, by met all manner 

which are not easily got out. So these of tools and implements, for all arts, 

things of evil report fix a spot, or stain, mysteries, occupations, and diversions. 

on the most splendid character, rank, or Ainsw. The word is peculiarly proper 

fortune — all which, probably, the poet to express dice, and other implements of 
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ABGUMENT. 

yomger than in our riper years. From hence he descends 
to a satire on avarice^ which he esteems to he of worse 
exam/ple than any other of the mces which he mentiom 
before ; and concludes with limitvng owr desires within 
reasonahle hounds. 

Thebe are many things, Fuscinus, worthy of unfayourable 

report, 
And fixing a stain whicli will stick npon splendid things, 
Which parents themselves shew,and deliver to their children. 
If the destructive die pleases the old man, the heir wearing 

the bulla 
Will play too, and moves the same weapons in his little 

dice-box. 5 

Nor does the youth allow any relation to hope better of him, 
Who has learnt to peel the funguses of the earth, 
To season a mushroom, and, swimming in the same sauce, 
To immerse beccaficos, a prodigal parent, 



gaming, wlierewitli tlie gameBters attack 7. To peel the fufiguses ef the earth^ 

each other, each with an intent to ruin Tuber (from tumeo, to sweU (x puff up) 

and destroy the opponent See eat L signifies what we caJl a pufi^ which grows 

92, note. in the ground like a mushroom — ^a toad- 

— Litlie dtce-hoxj] Master, being too stool. But I apprehend that any of the 

young to play with a laige dice-box, not fiingous productions of the earth may be 

being able to shake and manage it, has sigmfied by tuber ; and, in this place, we 

a small one made for him, that he may are to understand, perhap^, tnif&es, or 

begin the science as early as possible. some other food of the kind, which were 

See AiNSW. Fritillus. reckoned delicious. Sat. v. 1. 116, note. 

6. Nor does the yotUh aUow, ^c] The — To peel.'] Or scrape off the coat, or 

|)bet, having mentioned the bringing up skin, with which they are covercd. 

children to be gamesters, here proceeds 8. A mushroom.'] The boletus was 

to those who are early initiated into the reckoned the best sort of mushroom. 

science of gluttony. Such give very Comp. sat. v. 1, 147. See Ainsw. Con- 

Uttle room to their family to hope that dio. 

they will tum out better than the former. 9. Beccajioos.'] Ficedulas-— little birds 
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Et cana moDStrante gula. Gum septimus annus lo 

Transierit puero, nondum omni dente renato, 
Barbatos licet admoveas mille inde magistros, 
Hinc totidem, cupiet lauto coenare paratu 
Semper, et a magna non degenerare culina. 

Mitem animum, et mores, modicis erroribus sequos 15 
PrsBcipit, atque animas servorum, et corpora nostra 
Materia constare putat, paribusque elementis i 
An ssBvire docet Eutilus, qui gaudet acerbo 
Plagarum strepitu, et nullam Sirena flagellis 
Comparat, Antiphates trepidi laris, ac Polyphemus, 20 

Tum felix, quoties aliquis tortore vocato 
Uritur ardenti duo propter lintea ferro ! 
Quid suadet juveni Isetus stridore catenae, 
Quem mire afficiunt inscripta ergastula, carcer 
Busticus i Expectas, ut non sit adultera Largse 25 



which feed on figs, now called beccaficos, reclaiming him. — q, d, The boy having 

or fig-peckers ; they are to this day es- gotten such an early taste for gluttony, 

teemed a great dainty. will never get • rid of it, by any pains 

It was reckoned a piece of high luxury which can be taken with him for that 

to have these birds dressed, and served purpose. 

np to table,in the same sauce, or pickle, The philosophers and leamed teachers 

with funguses of various kinds. wore bejEurds ; and were th^fore called 

9.^/>ro£?»9raZ/>are9i^.] Nebulosignifies barbati. They thought it suited best 

an unthrift, a vain prodigal ; and is most with the gravity of their appearanoe. 

probably used here in this sense. See Pers. sat iv. L 1. calls Socrates, 

AiNSW. Nebulo, No. 2. barbatum magistrum. See HoR. lib. iL 

10. A. grey throat^ ^c.] Gula is, sat iii. L 35, and note. * 

]iterally, ihe throat or gullet ; but, by 13. He vxyidd desire^ ^cJ] He would 

met may.signify a glutton, who thinks never get rid of his incUnation to glut- 

of nothing but his gidlet So 7001-17^, the tony. 

belly, is used to denote a glutton ; and 13,14. WUhammptuouapreparaiion^ 

the apostle^s quotation from the Cretan With a. number of the most delicious 

poet, Tit i. 12. 7a(rr6p€s opyof, instead of provisions, dressed most luzuriously, 

slow bellies, which is nonsense, should and served up in the most sumptuous 

be rendered lazy gluttons, which is the manner. 

undoubted sense of the phrase. 14. Not to degenercOe, ^c] Either m 

Canagula here,then,mayberendered principle or practice, jfiom ihe profiue 

an hoary glutton — i c. the old epicure, luxury of his &ther*B ample kitchen. 

his fiither setting the example, and shew- So true is that of Hor. Epist lib. i. 

ing him the art of luxurious cookery. epist il L 68, 9. 

— The seventh year, ^c.] When he is Quo semel imbuta est reoens, servabU 

turned of seven years of age, a time when odorem 

the second set of teeth, after shedding Testa diu, 

the first,is not completed, and a time of IB. Riitilus.^ The name of some mas- 

life the most fiexible and docile. ter, who was of a very cruel diposition 

12. Tho^youshouldplaceyS^c.^ Though towards his servants. 

a thousand of the gravest and most — KindtosmaUerrors.lMgikmgsSiow- 

leamed tutors were placed on each side ance for, and excusing, small fiiidts. 

of him, so as to pour their instructions 16. And the souls of daves, ^c.] Does 

into both his ears, at the same time, yet he think that the bodies of slaves consist 

tfiey would avaii nothing at all towards of the same materials, and that their 
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And a grey throat shewing him. When the seventh year lo 
Has passed over the boy, all his teeth not as yet renewed, 
Tho^ you should place a thousand bearded masters there, 
Here as many, he would desire always to sup with a 
Sumptuous preparation, and not to degenerate from a great 

kitchen. 
Does Rutilus teacb-a meek mind and manners, kind to small 

errors, 15 

And the souls of slaves, and their bodies, does he think 
To consist of our matter, and of equal elements ? — 
Or does he teach to be cruel, who delights in the bitter 
Sound of stripes, and compares no Siren to whips, 19 

The Antiphates and Polyphemus of his tremblinghousehold — 
Then happy, as often as any one, the tormentor being called, 
Is burnt with an hot iron on account of two napkins ? 
What can he who is glad at the noise of a chain advise to a 

youth, 
Whom branded slaves, a rustic prison, wonderftdly 
Delight ? — Do you expect that the daughter of Larga should 

not be 25 

^ouls are made up of the same elements — TTie tormentWy ^c.] Comp. sat yi. 

as ours, who are their masters? Does he 479, and note. 

suppose them to be of the same flesh 22. Is humt, jfc.] Bumt with an hot 

and blood, and to have reasonable souls iron on his flesh, for some petty theft, 

as well as Kimself ? Sat. vi 221. as of two towels or napkins. These the 

18. Or does he teach to be crud,^ In- Romans wiped with after bathing. 

Btead of setting an example of meekness, 23. What can he advise, ^c.] What 

gentleness, and forbearance, does he not can a man, who is himself so bfu^barous, 

teach his children to be savage and as to be affected with the highest plea- 

cruel, by the treatment which he gives sure at hearing the rattling of fetters, 

his BlayeB. when put on the legs or Jbodies of his 

18. 19. Inthe biUer sound of «^njoes.] slaves — what can such a father persuade 
He takes a pleasure in hearing the sound his son to, whom he has taught so ill by 
of those bitter stripes with which he his example ? 

punishes his slaves. 24. Branded sHaves — a rustic jmson.] 

19. Oompares no Siren^S^cl The song Ergastulum — ^lit signifies a workhouse, 
of a Siren would not, in his opinion, be a house of correction, where they con- 
80 delightfiil to his ears, as the crack of fined and punished their Blaves, and 
the wUps on his slayes^ backs. made them work. Sometimes (as here, 

20. The Antiphates and Polyphemus, and sat vi. 150.) it means a slave. In- 
^c.] Antiphates was a king of savage scriptus-arum, signifies marked, brand- 
people near Formiae, in Italy, who were ed ; inscripta ergastula, branded slayes ; 
eaters of man^s flesh. . comp. 1. 22, note. q,d. Whom the sight 

Polyphemus the Cyclops liyed on the of skyes branded with hot irons, kept in 

aame diet. Vibg. ^n. iii. 620, et seq. a workhouse in the country, where they 

Rutilus is here likened to these two are in fetters (1. 23.) and which is there- 

monsters of cruelty, insomuch as that he fore to be looked on as a country-gaol, 

was the terror of the whole fiunily, affects with wonderful delight We 

which is the sense of laris in this place. may guppose the ergastula something 

21. Then happy,"] It was a matter of like oiir bridewells. 

joy to him. 25. Larga.^ Some fiunous lady of that 

—Asoftenasanyone^ i.e. Of his slayes. day ; here put for all such characters. 
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Filia, qnse nunquam maternos dicere moechos 

Tam cito, nec tanto poterit contexere cursu, 

Ut non ter decies respiret i conscia matri 

Virgo fuit : ceras nunc hac dictante pusillas 

Implet, et ad moechum dat eisdem ferre cinaddis. 30 

Sic natura jubet: velocius et citius nos 

Gorrumpunt vitiorum exempla domestica,' magnis 

Gum subeunt animos auctoribus. Unus et alter 

Forsitan hsec spemant juvenes, quibus arte benigna, 

Et meliore luto finxit pr^cordia Titan. 35 

Sed reliquos fiigienda patrum vestigia ducunt ; 

Et monstrata diu veteris trahit orbita culpae. 

Abstineas ifiitur damnandis : hujus enim vel 

Una potens ratio est, ne crimma nostra sequantur 

Ex nobis geniti ; quoniam dociles iinitandis 40 

Turpibus et pravis omnes sumus ; et Gatilinam 

Quocunque in populo videas, quocunque sub axe : 

Sed nec Brutus erit, Bruti nec avunculus usquam. 

Nil dictu foedum, visuque hsec limina tangat, 

25. Shmld not be, ^c.] When Bhe has science of intrigue. But, perbaps, bj 
the constant bad example of ber motber pusillas ceras tbe poet means whaX tbe 
before ber eyes. Comp. sat yl 239, Frencb wotild call petits billets-douz. 
240. 30. ShefUs.] i. e. FiUs witb wiiting. 

26. Who never, ^.] Wbo could never — The same pimps^ j^c.] Cinaedus is a 
repeat tbe names of all ber motber^s gal- word of detestable meaning ; but here 
lants, tbougb sbe uttered tbem as £Eist as cinsedis seems to denote pimps, or peo- 
possibly sbe could, witbout often taking ple wbo go between tbe parties in aA 
breatb before sbe got to tbe end of tbe intrigue. 

list, so great was tbe number. Comp. The daugbter employs tbe same me»- 
sat z. 223, 4. sengers tbat ber mother did, to^cany 

28. Pmy, ^c.] Sbe was a witness of ber little love-letters. 

all ber mother^s iewd proceedings, and 31. «Sb nature oommands, 4^] Thus 

was privy to tbem ; wbicb is the mean- nature orders it, and tberefore it natn- 

ing of conscia in tbis place. See sat iii rally bappens, that exampies of vice, 

1 49. set by those of our own £Eunilj, cormpt 

29. Now."] i. e. Now sbe is grown the soonest 

Bomething bigger, sbe does as ber mo- 32. When ihey possess minde, j^e."] 

tber did. When tbey insinuate tbemselves mto 

— She dictating^ Tbe mother instruct- tbe mind, under tbe influence of tbose 

ing, and dictating what sbe sball say. wbo bave a rigbt to exercise autbority 

— LittU tablets.] Cema signifies wax, over us. See Ainsw. Auctor, No. 6. 

but as tbey wrote on tbin wooden tablets 33. One or itvo.] Unus et alter — ^here 

smeared over witb wax, ceras, per met and tbere one, as we say, may be found 

means the tablets or letters themselves. as exceptions, and who may reject, witb 

See sat i. L 68. due contempt, tbeir parents^ vices, but 

Some understand by ceras pusillas, then they must be «differently fonned 

smaU tablets, as best adapted to tbe size from tbe generality. 

of ber band, and more proper for ber 34. By abeniffn art,&;o.] Prometheus, 

age, tban large ones. As the boy (1. 5.) one of tbe Titans, was feigned by ihe 

bad a little dice-box to teacb him gam- poets, to bave formed men of clay, and 

ing, so tbis girl begins with a little tar put life into them by iire stolen from 

blet, in order to initiate ber into the beaven. 
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Anadulteress, who never could say over her mother^s gallants 
So quickly, nor could join thenoi together with so much speed, 
As that she must not take breath thirty times! priyy to her 

mother 
Was the virgin : now, she dictating, little tablets 
She fills, and gives theni to the same pimps to carry to the 

gallant. . 30 

So nature commands; more swifUy and speedily do domestic 
Examples of vices corrupt us, when they possess minds 
From those that have great influence. Perhaps one or two 
Young men may despise these things, for whom, by a benign 

art, 
And with better clay, Titan has formed their breasts. 85 
But the footsteps of their &thers which are to be avoided, 

lead the rest, 
And the path of old wickedness, long shewn, draws them. 
Abstain therefore from things which are to be condenmed : 

for of this at least 
There is one pow^^rful reason, lest those who are begotten by us 
Should follow our crimes ; for in imitating base and wicked 
Things we are all docile ; and a Gatiline 41 

You may see among every people, in every clime : 
But neither will Brutus, nor uncle of Brutus, be any where* 
Nothing filthy, to be said, or seen, should touch these thres- 

holds, 

The poet here says, that, if one or two 40. In imitaiing^ ^c.] Sucli is the con- 

young men are found who reject their dition of hnman natnre, that we are all 

father^s bad example, it must be owing more prone to eyil than to good, and, 

to the peculiar &Your of Prometheua, for this reason, we are easily tanght to 

who, by a kind exertion of his art, imitate the Tices of others. 

formed their bodies, and particularly the 41. A CaiiUne, ^e.'] See sat. yiii. 231. 

parts about the heart (prsecordia), of Vicious characters are easily to be met 

better materials than those which he with, go where yoi^ may. 

employed in the formation of others. 43. Brutus^ M. Brutus, one of the 

36. Footstej», ^c.] As for the common most virtuous of the Romans, and the 
run of yoimg men, they are led, by the great assertor of public liberty. 

bad ezample of their &,thers, to tread in — Unde of BrvtusJ^ Cato of Utica, 

their fEithers^ steps, which ought to be who was the brother of Servilia, the mo- 

avoided. ther of Brutus, a man of severe virtue. 

37. Pcfih of old vjtdcednesa^ ^c.] And So prone is human nature to evil, so 
the beaten track of wickedness, con- inclined to follow bad example, that a 
stanily before their eyes, draws them virtuous character, like Brutus or Cato, 
into the same crimes. is hardly to be found any where, while 

33. Abstain therefore^ ^c.] Refraan profligate and debauched characters, Uke 

therefore from ill actions ; at least we Catiline, abound all the world over ; .this 

should do this, if not for our own sakes, would not be so much the case, if pa- 

yet for the sake of our children, that rents were more caiefiil about the ezam- 

they may not be led to follow our vicious ples which they set their children. 
examples, and to commit the same crimes 44. FUthf.'] Indecent, obscene. 
which they have seen in us. — Should touch^ ^c.] Should approach 
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Intra quse puer est. Procul hinc, procul inde puellse 45 

Lenonum, et cantus pernoctantis parasitl. 

Maxima debetur puero reverentia. Si quid 

Turpe paras, ne tu pueri contempseris annos : 

Sed peccaturo obsistat tibi filius infans. 

Nam si quid dignum censoris fecerit ira, ^ 50 

(Quandoquidem similem tibi se non corpore tantum, 

Nec vultu dederit, morum quoque filius,) et cum 

Omnia deterius tua per vestigia' peccet, 

Corripies nimirum, et castigabis acerbo 

Glamore, ac post baec tabulas mutare parabis. 55 

Unde tibi frontem, libertatemque parentis, 

Gum facias pejora senex, vacuumque cerebro 

Jampridem caput faoc ventosa cucurbita quserat ! 

Hospite venturo, cessabit nemo tuorum : 
Verre pavimentum, nitidas ostende columnas, 60 

Arida cum tota descendat aranea tela ; 
Hic laeve argentum, vasa aspera tergeat alter : 



those doors, where there are children, rather say, ^ My little boy is here, I will 

lest they be corrupted. Therefore — *' not hurt his mind by making him a 

45. Far /rom hence^ ^c.] Hence fer ** witness of what I purposed to do, there- ■ 

away, begone ; a form of speech made ** fore I will not do it before him.^ 

use of at religions solemnities, in order 50. 0/the ceruor.'] The censor of good 

to hinder the approach of the pro&ne. manners, or monim judex, was an officer 

So HoRACB, lib. iii. ode i. L 1, when he of considerable power in Rome, befoie 

calls himsehf musarum sacerdos, says, whom offenders against the peace and 

Odi pro&num vulgus et arceo. good manners were carried and censured. 

ViRo. JEn. vL 258. makes theSibyl say : Sat iv. 1. 12. 

— Procul, O procul e$te prqfani q. d. Now, if^ in after-times, your som 

— Totoque ahsisHie luco. should be taken before the tensor, for 

45. 6. Girls o/ bawds.'] The common some crime cognizable and punishable 
prostitutes, who are kept by common by him. 

panders, or pimps, for lewd purposes. ' 52. Shew himsel/ ^c.] (For he will 

46. The fdghdy par<mtes.'\ Pemoctans ezhibit a likeness to his &ther, not in 
signifies tarrying, or sitting up all night person, or £ace only, but in his moral 
The parasites, who frequently attended behaviour and conduct ; therefore,ifyon 
at the tables of great nien, used to divert set him a bad example, you must not 
them with lewd and obscene songs, and wonder that he follows it,'and appears 
for this purpose would sit up all night his fether^^s own son in mind as well as 
long. in body.) 

47. Chreaiest reverence, S[c.] People 53. Offend the worse^ ^c.] And it is 
should keep the strictest guard over their most probable, that following your steps 
words and actions, in the presence of has made him do worse than he other* 
boys ; they cannot be under too much wise would. 

awe, nor shew too great a reverence for 54. You luiU, ^c.] You will call him 

decency, when in their presence. to a severe account. Nimirum here it 

48. You go about^ S[c.} If you intend, to be understood like our English — £ot- 
or purpose, or set about, to do what is sooth. 

wrong, don't say, " There^s nobody here — And chastise^ ^c.] You wiU be very 

" but my young son, I don't mind him, loud and bitter in your reproaches of his 

*' and he is too young to mind me :" — bad conduct, and even have thougfats of 
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Within which is a boy, Far from hence, from thence the girls 
Of bawds, and the songs of the nightly parasite : 46 

The greatest reverence is due to a boy. If any base thing 
You go about, do not despise the years of a boy, 
But let your infant son hinder you about to sin. 
For if he shall do any thing worthy the anger of the censor, 50 
(Since he, like to you not in body only, nor in countenance, 
Will shew himself, the son also of your morals,) and when 
He may offend the worse, by^ all your footsteps, 
You will, forsooth, chide, and chastise with harsh 
Clamour, and after these, will prepare to change your will. 55 
Whence assume you the front, and liberty of a parent, 
When, an old man, you can do worse things, and this head, 
Void of brain, long since, the ventose cupping-glass may seek? 

A guest being to come, none of your people will be idle. 
" Sweep the pavement, shew the columns clean, 60 

" Let the dry spider descend with all her web: 
" Let one wipe the smooth silver, another the rough vessels :" 



diMinlieTitixig liim, by changing your last tlie air may be called the chief agent in 

wilL Sefe iaX iL 58, tabidas. this operation. The operation of cup- 

56. WAence, ^c."] With what confi- ping on the head in phrensies is rcry 
dence cab yon assume the countenance ancient 

and authority of a £ather, so as freely to 59. A guest^ ^c.] When yon expect a 

nse the liberty of parental reproof ? We friend to make you a visit, you set all 

may sui^se sumas to be understood in hands to work, in order to prepare your 

this line. house for his reception. 

57. When^ ^6.] When you, at an ad- 60. * Sweep ihe pavemerd,'''' ^c.] 
yaneed age, do worse than the youth " Sweep'* (say you to your seryants) 
wiA whom yon are so angry. " the floors clean — wipe the dust from 

— T%i8 head, jrc] Whcn that brain- "all the pillars." 

len head of yours may, fbr some time, The Roman floors were either laid with 

hare wanted the cupping^ghtss to set it stone, or made of a sort of mortar, or 

xight-^ e, when you have for a long stucco, composed of shells reduced to 

ii^ beto aeting as if you were mad. powder, and mixed in a due consistency 

58. Venioge cupping^lass.'] Cu6urbita with water ; this, when dry, was yery 
signifies a gouid, which, when divided hard and smooth. Hence, Britannictts 
in hal^ and seooped hoUow, might, pei^ observes, pavimentum was called ostnir 
b&tik, among ihe andents, be used as a ceum, or testaceum. — ^These floon are 
cap^mg instrtuneni In diteMimes they common in Italy to this day. 

inade Iheir cupping instruments of brass, The Romans were very fond of pillars 

or hom, (as now they a^ made of gkss,) in their buildings, particulariy in their 

and applied them to the head to relieve rooms of state and entertaininent. See 

pains ui^ but ]^articuls^y to mad peo- sat vil l 182, S. The architiaves, and 

ide. The emthet v^ntosa, which signi- other omamental parts of pillars, are 

fies windy, roQ of wind, alhides to the very apt to gather dust 

natnre of their operation, which is pei^ 61. ** Dry spMfer," ^.] The spidet^ 

fonned by larifjnmg tiiie air which is whidi have been theie solong as to be 

trithin them, by the application of fire, dbad and dried up, sweep them, ahd teR 

on which the blood is fbrced from the their cobwebs, down. 

acanfied skin into ihe cupping-glass, by 62. ^ Smooth silver.^''] The unwrougbt 

the pressure of the outward air; so that plate, which is polished and smooth. 

VOL. u. , K 
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Vox domini fremit instantig, virgamque tenentis. 

Ergo miser trepidas, ne stercore foeda canino 

Atria displieeant oculis venientis amici ? 65 

Ne perfusa luto sit porticus : et tamen uno 

Semodio scobis hsec emundet servulus unus : 

Illud non agitas, ut sanctam filius omni 

Aspiciat sine labe domum, vitioque carentem ? 

Gratum est, quod patrise civem populoque dedisti, 7d 

Si facis, ut patrise sit idoneus, utilis agris, 

Utilis et bellorum, et pacis rebus agendis : 

Plurimum enim intererit, quibus artibus, et quibus hunc tu 

Moribus instituas. Serpente ciconia pullos 

Nutrit, et inventa per devia rura lacerta : 76 

Illi eadem sumptis quserunt animalia pennis. 

Vultur jumento, et canibus, crucibusque relictis, 

Ad foetus properat, partemque cadaveris affert. 

Hinc est ergo cibus magni quoque vulturis, et se 

Pascentis, propria cum jam facit arbore nidos. so 



62. " The rough wsse&."] The wrought ^^, The porch, ^] A sort of gallerjc, 
plate, which is rough and uneyen, by with pillarB, at the door (ad portam) cif 
reason of the embossed figures upon it, the house ; or a place where they used 
which stand out of its sui&ce. See sat. to walk, and so liable to be dirty. 

i 76. — So ^n. ix. 263. — Servcmt 6oy.] Seryulus (dim. of ser- 

Bina dabo argentoperfecta atque aspera yus) a servant lad. 

signis 67. Saw-dust^ S[c.'] Scobs signifies any 

Pocula manner of powder, or dust, that cometh 

63. Holding a rod."] To keep them all of sawing, filing, or boring. Probablj 
to their work, on pain of being scourged. the Romans sprinkled oyer the floors 

— Bhidera.'] He is yery loud and of their porticos with saw-dust, as we 

eamest in his directions to get things in do our kitchens and lower parts of the 

order. house with sand, to giye them a clean 

64. Therefore, ^c.] Canst thou, wretch appearance, and to hinder the dirt of 
that thou art, be so solicitous to preyent people^s shoes from sticking to the floor. 
all displeasure to thy guest, by his see- See Holyday, note 3, on this Satire, 
ing what may be offensiye about thine who obseryes, that Heliogabalus was 
house, either within or without, and, for said to strew his port^cus, or gallerj, with 
this purpose,'art thou so oyeivanxious and the dust of gold ana silyer. 

eamest, when a yery little trouble might 68. Manage it, S[c.'] vhi, To keep your 

suffice for this, and, at the same time, house sacred to yirtue and good ezsmple, 

take no pains to preyent any moral filth and firee from all yicious practices, that 

or turpitude £rom being seen in your your son may not be corrupted by seeing 

house by your own son ? This is the sub- them. 

stance of the poet^s aigument 70. Acceptaide, ^c.'] i. e, To the pub- 

65. Thy courts.'] Atrium signifies a lic, that, by begetting a son, you haye 
eourt-yard, a court before an house, a added to the country a subject, and to 
haU, a place where they used to dine. Rome a citizen. 

AiNSW. AU those may be meant, in 71. 1/ you make him, j'c] If yoo se 

this place, by the plur. atria; for, to all educate and form him, that he may be 

these places their fiiyourite dogs might an useful member of soeiety. 

haye access, and, of course, might daub — In thejlelds.] Well skillcd in agri- 

them. culture. 
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The voice of the master, earnest, and holding a rod, blusters. 
Therefore, wretch, dost thou tremble, lest, foul with canine 

dung, 
Thy courts should displease the eyes of a coming friend ? 65 
Lest the porch should be overspread with mud ? and yet one 

servant boy, 
With one half bushel of saw-dust, can cleanse these : 
Dost thou not manage it, that thy son should see 
Thine house, sacred without all spot, and having no vice ! 
It is aceeptable, that you have given a citizen to your 

country and people, 70 

If you make him, that he may be meet for his country, 

useful in the fields, 
Useful in managing affairs both of war and peace : 
For it will be of the greatest consequence, in what arts, and 

with what morals 
You may train him up. With a serpent a stork nourishes 
Her young, and with a lizard found in the devious fields ; 75 
They, when they take their wings, seek the same animals. 
The vulture with cattle, and with dogs, and with relicks from 

crosses, 
Hastens to her young, and brings part of a dead body. 
Hence is the food also of a great vulture, and of one feeding 
Herself, when now she makes nests in her own tree. 80 



72. In managing affairs^ ^c.] Capable remote parts of the country, where ser- 
of transacting the business of a soldier, pents and lizaxds are usually found. 

or that of a lawyer or senator. The op- 76. Take iheir rmngs.'] i. e. The young 

position of belli et pads, like arma et storks, when able to fly and provide for 

togs, in cedant arma togae, seems to themselTes, will seek the same animals 

carry this meaning. for food, with which they were fed by 

So HoLTD. — ^the helmet or the gown. the old ones in the nest 
The old Romans were careful so to 77. WUh oattle, ^c.] The vulture feeds 

breed up their sons, that afterwards they her young — jumento — with the flesh of 

nught be usefiil to their country in peace dead cattle, and of dead dogs. 
or war, or ploughing the ground. J. — Relidks/rom crosses.] i. e. Feeds on 

Drtden, junior. the remains of the bodies of male&ctors 

73. In what arts^ ^c.] So as to make that were left exposed on crosses, or 
him usefhl to the public. gibbets, and brings part of the carcase 

— Whatmorals, ^c.] So as to regulate to her nest — ^l. 78. 
his conduct, not only as to his private 79. Hence^ ^c.] From thus being sup^ 

bebaviour, but as to his demeanour in plied with such sort of food by the old 

any publie ofiice which he may be one, the young vulture, when she is 

called to. grown up to be a great bird, feeds upon 

74. A storh nourishes, ^c.] i. e, Feeds tiie same. 

Iier young ones with snakes and lizards. 80. When noto, ^c.] She feeds herself 

75.2)evtot»,/Ee2c2«.]Devious(exdeand and the young in the same manner, 

via — quasi a recta via remotum) signifles whenever she has a nest of her own, in 

ont of the way, or road. some tree which she appropriates for 

Devia rura may be understood of the' building.it. 

k2 
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Sed leporem, aut capream, famulse Jovis, et generossB 

In saltu venantur aves : hinc prseda cubili 

Ponitur : inde autem, cum se matura levarit 

Progeniei^ stimulante fame, festinat ad illam, 

Quam primum rupto prssdam gustaverat ovo. 95 

^dificator erat Centronius, et modo curvo 
Littore Cajetse, summa nunc Tiburis arce, 
Nunc Praenestinis in montibus, alta parabat 
Culmina villarum, Graecis, longeque petitis 
Marmoribus, vincens Fortunae atque Herculis sedem ; 90 
Ut spado vincebat capitolia nostra Posides. 
Dum sic ergo habitat Centronius, imminuit rem, 
Fregit opes, nec parva tamen mensura relictse 
Partis erat : totam hanc turbavit filius amens, 
Dum meliore novas attollit marmore villas. 95 

Quidam sortiti metuentem sabbata patrem, 
Nil prseter nubes, et coeli numen adorant ; 



Sl, HandtncUds 0/ Jove,'] Eaf^ea, See fiinuous and ciooked. 

Hor. lib. iv. ode iv. 1. 1, et aeq. where — Summit 0/ Tibur.'] S^ sat iii 192, 

the eagle is called ministrum fukninis note. 

alitem, becanse supposed to carry Joye*8 88. Pranestine motmftnins.] On ^e 

thunder. See Francis, note there. mountainB near Prseneste, a dty of Italy, 

81, 2. Noble birds, ^c.] Not only about twenty miles from Roma 

eagles, but the falcons of various kinds, —Was prq^arir^.'] Planning andbuild- 

hunt hares and kids, and having caught ing, thus preparing them for habitation. 

them, carry them to their nests to feed 88, 9. The high tops, ^c.] Magnificent 

their young with. and lofty countcy-hous^s. 

83. Thmoe, ^c.] i. e. From being fed 89. WUh Oredan, ^e.] Fiiiiihed ia 
with such sort of food when yx^ung. the saost superb taste wxth Qredan aad 

— The mature progemy.] The young other kinds of fbreign marUe. 

enes, when grown up^ and full fledged. 90. TempU of Fortmi^ There waa 

84. Raiaed Oself S^e.'] Upon its wings, one at Rome built of the finett inaiUe 
and takes its flight by Nero ; but here is meant that at 

— Hunger stimuUxtimg,] When shatp- Praeneste. 

ened by hunger. — €f Hercules,] At Tibur, wiiere theitf 

84, 5. Hastens to that prey."] To the was a yery gieat lihnry. 

■ame sort of food. 91. Eunmih Posides^ jr«*3 A £ne«faEDaii 

85* Which U had first tasted, S^e.] and £&yourite of Claudiiu Gsmhv h^ 

Which it had been used to from the time was posaessed of iminaaBe lioiiefr: he 

itwas firsthatched— ruptooYQ,fi»m the built on the shore st Baiss seMe.batli 

broken egg — ^from its very egg-shell, as which were verf magnifioent» and iafied, 

we say. after him, Peridlanee. . .^■. 

86. Centronius,] A famous extravagant -^Our capitola.] 0£ which iJiaDi wM 
atchitect, who, with his sdn, (who toek several, besides tiiat at Rrane^ «i at ^ 
after him,) built away all his estate,aod pua, Pompeia, and other plaoea. Bkit 
had so many palaces at last, that he wbb the poet means jiarticvkity A^ ca^fitol 
too poor to Uve in any ci ihem. at Rome, whicb, afber havBigba^ biimty 

87. Caieteki A aearpbrt in CaBqiania, was rebuilt aad beautffied mtot taiafi^i- 
Bot fiEur firom BaiaB, bnilt in memoiy ci ficently by Domittaa. 

Gaieta, nnrae to MaeoB, See Mn. vii. L 92. WhUe thus^ ^] While he thiu 

1—4. The shore waa here remaikably builds and inhabits such ezpennve and 
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But the hare or the kid, the handmaids of Jore, and the noble 
Birds, hunt in the forest : hence prey is put 
In their nest : but, thence, the mature progeny, when 
It has raised itself, hunger stimulating, hastens to that 
Prey which it had first tasted, the egg being broken. 85 

Gentronius was a builder, and now on the crooked 
Shore of Caieta, now on the highest summit of Tibur, 
Now in the Praenestine mountains, was preparing the high 
Tops of villas, with Grecian, and with marble sought 
Afar off, exceeding the temple of Fortune and of Hercules : 90 
As the eunuch Posides out-did our capitols. 
While thus, therefore, Centronius dwells, he diminished his 

estate, 
He impaired his wealth, nor yet was the measure of the re- 

maining 
Part small : his mad son confounded all this, 
While he raised up new villas with better marble. 95 

Some chance to have a father who fears the sabbaths, 
They adore nothing beside the clouds, and the deity of heaven : 



magnificent houses, he outrans his in- gious matters also children are led bj^ 

come. their parents^ ezample. 

93.iVbrjfet,4;'c.] Neyertheles8,though 97. Beside tbe douds.] Because the 

he lessened his fortune, yet there was no Jews did not worship images, but looked 

small part of it left. toward heaven when they prayed, they 

94. Jlis mad son, ^0."] His son, who, were charged with worshipping the 
from the example of his ^ther, had con- clouds, the heathen having no notiou 
tracted a sort of madness for expensive but of worshipping some visible object. 

bnilding, confounded the remaining part The deity of heaven.'] Juvenal, 

of his fether^s fortune, when it came to though he was wise enough to laugh at 

him, after his &ther^s death. his own country gods, yet had not any 

95. Rcdaed up new mllas, ^c.] Endea- notion of the one trub ood, which 
vouring to excel his fether, and to build makes him ridicule the Jewish worship. 
at a stiU greater expence, with more Howevcr, I doubt much, whether, by 
costly materials. numen coeli, in this place, we are not to 

This instance of Centronius and his suppose Juvenal as representing the 

Bon is here given as a proof of the poet^s Jews to worship the material heaven, 

aignment, that children will foUow the " the blue ethereal sky,^^ (as Mr. Addi- 

vices and follies of parents, and perhaps son phrases it in his translation of the 

eren exceed them (comp. L 53.) ; there- 19th Psahn,) imagining that they made 

fore parents should be very careful of a deity of it, as he supposed they did 

the example which they set their chil- of the clouds ; this I think the rather, 

dren. as it stands here joined with nubes, and 

96. Some chance, ^0.1 Sortiti — i. e. it was likewise a visible object. See Tacit. 
fiJls to the lot of some. Hist v. initio. 

— Peaars ihe sabbaths.'] Not only re- As for the God of Heaven, he was to 

verences the seventh day, but the other Juvenal, as to the Athenians, ayvioaro^ 

Jewish feasts, which were called sab- ©eos, (see Acts xvii. 23.) utterly un- 

bsths. known ; and therefore the poet could 

The poet having shewn, that children not mean him by numen coeli. ^ After 

follow the example of their parents in " the wisdom of God, the world by wis- 

vice and foHy, here shews, that in reli- " dom knew not God." 1 Cor. i. 21. 
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Nec distare putant hamana earne suillanai, 

Qua pater abstinuit ; mox et pra?putia ponunt : 

Bomanas autem soliti contemnere leges, 100 

Judaicum ediscunt, et servant, ac metuunt jus, 

Tradidit arcano quodcunque yolumine Moses : 

Non monstrare vias, eadem nisi sacra colenti ; 

Quaesitum ad fontem solos deducere verpos. 

Sed pater in causa, cui septima quaque fuit lux )05 

Ignava, et partem vitse non attigit ullam. 

Sponte tamen juvenes imitantur caetera : solam 
Inviti quoque avaritiam exercere jubentur. 
Fallit enim vitium specie virtutis, et umbra, 
Cum sit triste habitu, vultuque et veste severum. uo 

Nec dubie tanquam firagi laudatur avarus, 
Tanquam parcus faomo, et rerum tutela suarum 



98.' Smne^s Jlesh to he differeni from worship in the synagogue, a&d tlien (as 

human.l They think it as abominable to now) it was retumed to its place, and 

eat the one as the other. Here he ig- again locked up. This is probablj al- 

norantly ridicules their observance of Inded to by Juvenal^s epithet of arcano, 

that law, Ley. xL 7, &c €rom arca — ad Romanus, firom Roma. 

99. 7%e/ather, ^c.] He treats it as a See Ainsw. Arcanus-a-um. Volumine, 
matter of mere tradition, as if the son from yoIyo, to roU, denotes that the book 
only did it because his ^ther did it be- of the law was roUed, not folded up. 
fore him. See sat x. 126, note. 

— Soon ihey lay aside^ ^c.'\ Here he 103. Not to sheto the ways^ ^&J They 

ridicules the rite of circumcision, which were forbidden certain connections wiu 

was performed on the eighth day after the heathen ; but when the poet repre- 

their birth, according to Gen. xvii. 10, sents them so monstrously uncharitable, 

et seq. as not to shew a stranger the way to a 

100. Used to despise^ ffo.'] It being place which he was enquiring afber, un- 
their wontcd custom and practice to less he were a Jew, he may be suppoeed 
hold the laws of Rome, relative to the to speak from prejudice and midiiJS^rm- 
worship of the gods in particular, in the ation. So in the next line — 
highest contempt See Exod. xxiii. 24. 104. To lead, ^c.] He supposes, that 

101. They leam.} From their child- if a man who was not a Jew, were erer 
hood. Ediscunt — ^leam by heart so thirsty, and asked the way to sdme 

— And keep.'] Observe. spring to quench his thirst, they would 

— And/ear.'] And reverence — sooner^ let him perish than direct him to 

102. Whatsoever Moses, ^c.] t. e, it But no such thing was taught by 
Whatsoever it be that Moses, &c. From Moses. See Exod. xxiL 21; and ch. 
this passage it appears, that Moses was xxiii. 9. 

known and acknowledged, by the hea- Verpos,Iike Horace^s apeIIa,i8aword 

then, to be the lawgiver of the Jews. of contempt 

— Secretvolume.^BythiswmeaDtthe 105. The /ather, ^c.] Who, as the 

Pentateuch, (so called froin irei^c, five, poet would be understood, set ihem the 

and T€vxos, a book or volume,) or five example. 

books of Moses. A copy of this was kept, — Every seventh day, ^c.] Throughout 

as it is to this day, in every synagogue, the year this was observed as a day of 

locked up in a press, or chest (arca), and rest, the other sabbaths at their stated 

never exposed to sight, unless when times. The poet ignorantly imputes 

broiight out to be rc^ at the time of this merely to an i(Ue practice, which 
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Nor do they think swine^s flesh to be different from human, 
From which the father abstainM ; and soon they lay aside 

their foreskins : 
But used to despise the Boman laws, 100 

They learn, and keep, and fear the Jewish law, 
Whatsoever Moses hath delivered in the secret volume : 
Not to shew the ways, unless to one observing the same rites, 
To lead the circumcised only to a sought-for fountain ; 
But the father is in fault, to whom every seventh day was i05 
Idle, and he did not meddle with any part of life. 
Young men, nevertheless, imitate the rest of their own 

accord; only 
Avarice they are commanded to exercise against their wills; 
For vice deceives under the appearance and shadow of virtue, 
When it is sad in habit, and severe in countenance and dress. 
Nor is the miser doubtfuUy praised as frugal, iii 

As the thrifty man, and a safeguard of his own affairs, 



was handed down from fether to son, not and design, is vicious. Nothing is more 

knowing tbe design and importance of common than for yice to be concealed 

the divine command. under the garb of virtue, as in the in- 

106. Meddle, ^c.] i, e, He refrained stance which the poet is about to men- 
from all business, even such as related to tion. In this sense it may be said, De- 
the necessaries of common life. The cipimur specie rectL Hor. de Art. 
Jews carried this to a superstitious I. 25. 

height'; they eyen condemned works of 110. Sad «n habit^ ^c.] The poet, in 

necessity and chaiity, if done on the this line, in which he is describing vice, 

Sabbath. See John vii. 23. They also wearing the garb, and putting on the 

dedared self-defence to be unlawfrd on semblance, of wisdom and virtue, has 

the Sabbath-day. See ANT.Univ. Hist probably in his eye the hypocrites, 

voL X. p. 272. whom he so severely lashes at the be- 

107. Young men^ ^c.] The poet now ginning of the second Satire. See sat 
begins on the subject of avarice, in order iL L 1 — 20. 

to shew how this also is communicated Habitu here means outward carriage, 

from fiither to son : but here he makes a demeanour, manner. Sad— triste— grave, 

distinction. As to other vices, says he, pensive, demure. 

youth want no force to be put upon them — Severe in countenance^ ^c.] A seve- 

to incline them to imitation ; whereas, rity of countenance, and a negligence in 

this of avarice, being rather against their dress, were supposed characteristic of 

naturalbenttoward8prodigality,requires wisdom and virtue, and were therefore 

some pains to be taken, in order to instil in high esteem^ among the philosophers, 

it into their minds. and those who would be thought wiser 

— The rest.^ The other vices which and better than others. Hence, in or- 

have been mentioned. der to deceive, these were assumed by 

108. Commanded, ^c.] They have vicious people. See Matt. vi. 16. 
much pains taken with them to force 111. Dovbtfidly praised^ ^cj Nobody 
them, as it were, into it, against their doubts his sincerity, or that he is other 
natural inclinations. than his appearance bespeaks him, viz. 

109. Vice deoeives, ^c.] They are de- a frugali man, and carefal of his aifairs, 
ceived at first, by being taught to look which is certainly a laudable character. 
upon that as virtuous, from its appear- Sic timidtis se cautum vocat, sordibug 
ance, which in truth, in its real nature parcum. Sbn. 
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Gerta magis, quam si fortunas servet easdem 

Hesperidum serpens, aut Ponticus. Adde quod hunc, de 

Quo loquor, egregium populus putat, atque yerendum 115 

Artificem : quippe his crescunt patrimonia fabris. 

Sed crescunt quocunque modo, majoraque fiunt 

Incude assidua, semperque ardente camino. 

Et pater ergo animi felices credit avaros, 

Qui miratur opes, qui nulla exempla beati 120 

Pauperis esse putat ; juvenes hortatur, ut illam 

Ire viam pergant, et eidem incumbere sectaei. 

Sunt quaedam vitiorum elementa : his protinus illos 

Imbuit, et cogit minimas ediscere sordes. 

Mox acquirendi docet insatiabile votum : 125 

Servorum ventres modio castigat iniquo. 



118. More certain, ^c] At the same 116. To thm workmen^ ^c] l^abris 

time he is acting from no better princi' here is metaphorical, and is applied to 

ple, than that of the most sordid avarice, these &bricators of wealth for them- 

and takes care to hoard up and secure selyes, because those who coined or 

his money-bags in such a manner, as made money for the public were caUed 

that they are safer than if gnarded by £Eibri, or monetae fftbricatores. Faber 

the dragon which watched the garde nof usually denotes a smith — i, e. a w<»k- 

the Hesperides, the daughters of Atlas, man in iron and other hard mateomls, 

from whence, notwithstanding, Hercu- a foiger, a hamn^rer : so the«e misers, 

les stole the golden apples ; or by who were continuaUy at work to inerease 

the dragon which guarded the golden their wealth, might be said to forge and 

fleece at Colchis, in Pontus, from hammer out a fortune ios themselTe*^ 

whence, notwithstanding, it was stolen and in this sense might be caUed ^Eilun. 

by Jason. To such as these^ says the poet, richefi 

114. Add.'\ We may also add to this increase. 

account of the character here spoken o^ \VJ.By whatsoever meomsJ] They were 

that he is in high estimation with the not very scrupulous or nice, as to the 

generality of people, who always judge means of increasing their store, wl^ether 

of a man by what he is worth. by right or wrong. 

At bona pars hominum, decepta cur ^ ^^\^ *^ assiduoufaiwil, and ^ 

pidinefalsa, -/^^' ^^•J ^^^ P®** ^^ continues his 

Nilsati8est,inquii,quiatantiquanium T^P^''!; .A' ^^^^ ^^ amtinuaUy 

j^algfis sis beatmg their iron on the anvil,and hav- 

HoR. lib. l sat. i. 1. 61, 2. "8 *^^ ^«?« always heated, &bricate 

CL cf 7^ , . , T ., . , , . ^d complete a great deal of work; so 

Some sB^-dec^ved, who thtnk th^r these misers are always foi^ing and 

J-^ofgold * feshioning something or other to in- 

Is bta a love offame, thts maanm crease their wealth. Their incessant 

toil and labour may be compared to 



"AoW— 



No^fortune s large enough, since working at the anvil, and the buming 

othersraU desire of their minds to the lighted fbrge. 

^ u 'TIKJ^'^'^^ toa large Camino here is to be understood of tiie 

^*^^- l^RANcis. fojge or fumace in which the iron is 

115. Thepeople think, ^c.] They reckon heated. 

this man, who has been the £abricator of 119. Thefather therefore, ^c.] Seeing 

his own fortune to so large an amount, these men abound in weidth, and not 

an excellent workman in his way, and recoUecting what pains it cost them, 

to be highly reverenced. both of body and mind, to acquire it. 
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More certain, than if, those same fortnnes, the serpent 
Of the Hesperides or of Pontus shonld keep. Add, that 
This man, of whom I speak, the people think an excellent, 

and venerable 115 

Artist, for to these workmen patrimonies increase : 
But they increase by whatsoever means, and become greater 
By the assiduous anvil, and the forge always burning. 
And the father therefore believes the covetous happy of mind, 
Who admires wealth, who thinks that there are no examples 
Of an happy poor man; he exhorts his young men, that they 
May persist to go that way, and apply earnestly to the same 

sect. 122 

There are certain elements of vices ; with these he 

immediately seasons 
Them, and compels them to leam the most trifling stinginess. 
By-and-by he teaches an insatiable wish of acquiring : i26 
Hecbastisesthe bellies of the servants witb an unjust measure> 

thinkmg the rich are the only happy opens his grand plan to them ; and as 

people, and that a poor man must be they have been taught to be mean and 

miserable — fttingy in lesser matters, he now instructs 

121. EschorU the younff men,'] His MTi% them how to thriye, but applying the 
tiiat are growing up. same principles to the science of getting 

122. To ffo ihat way.l To tread in the money by low and illiberal means. 
Bteps of these money-getting people. — Insatiahle imsh.^ A desire that can 

— Apply eamegtly^ ^c.] Incumbo never be satisfied— such is the inordinate 

signifies to apply with eamestness and love of money. Amor habendi. Vibo. 

diBgence to any thing. The father here M-a. viii. 1. 327. 
recommends it to his sons, to apply 126. He chastises, ^c.] The poet in 

themselves diligently to the practices bf this, and in some of the following lines, 

these people, whom the poet humour- particularizes certain instances of those 

ously styles a sect, as if they were a minimae sordes, which he had hinted at, 

sect of philosophers, to which the word I. 124, and which the father is supposed 

IHroperly belongs. Those who joined in to set an example of to his sons, in 

following the doctrines of Plato, were order to season and prepare their minds 

said to be of the Platonic sect-~so secta for greater acts of sordidness and avar 

Socratiea. Secta comes from sequor, to rice. 
follow. First, Juvenal takes notice of the way 

123. Certatn dements, ^C^*] Certain in which the fether treats his servants. 
rudiments or beginnings. The fether He pinches their bellies, by withholding 
does not all at once bid his sons to be from them their due allowance of food, 
eovetous, but insinuates into their minds, by giving them short measure, which is 
by little and little, sordid principles. implied by iniquo modio. The Romans 
"niis he does as soon as they are capable measured out the food which they gave 
of receiving them, which I take to be their slaves ; this was so much a month, 
the meaning of protinus here. Imbuo and therefore called demensum, from 
signifieB to season meat, or the like ; so, mensis — or rather, perhaps, from deme- 
by metaph, to season the mind ; also to tior — whence part. demensus-a-um. 
fomish, or store. We find this word in Ter. Phorm. 

124. Chmpels them to ham, ^c.] From act i sc. i. I. 9. where Davus is repre- 
his example, little paltry acts of mean- senting Geta, as having saved some- 
ness and avarice — ^minimas sordes. thing out of his allowance, as a present 

125. By-and-hy.'] As they grow up, he for the bride of his master's son. 
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• 

Ipse quoque esuriens : neque enim omnia sustinet unquam 

Mucida caerulei panis consumere frusta, 

Hesternum solitus medio servare minutal 

Septembri : nec non differre in tempora coense 130 

Alterius, conchen sestivi cum parte lacerti 

Signatam, vel dimidio putrique siluro^ 

Fiiaque sectivi numerata includere porri : 

Invitatus ad hsec aliquis de ponte negaret. 

Sed quo divitias hsec per tormenta coactas ! 135 

Oum furor haud dubius, cum sit manifesta phrenesis, 

Ut locuples mtoriaris, effenti vivere fato ? 

Interea pleno cum turgit sacculus ore, 

Gbescit amor nummi, quantum ipsa pbcu-nia CBEscrr ; 

Et minus hanc optat, qui non habet. Ergo paratur 140 

Altera villa tibi, cum rus non sufficit unum, 



Q^od iUe undatim vixde dejnenso suo^ into some cupboard, the door of which 

Suum de/raudans gentum, comparsit had the maAter^s seal upon it, 

miser. 131,2. Part ofa summer fsh.'] Lacerti 

Geta had saved of his com, of which aestiTL — What fish the lacertus was, I 

the slayes had so many measures eyery do not any where find with certainty. 

month, and tumed it into money. Mo- Ainsworth calls it a kind of cheap fish 

dium was a measure of about a peck and usually salted. This, mentioned here, is 

an hal£ Ainsw. called a summer fish ; I suppose, because 

127. i^ea/soAtm^'*^»^.] Half starving caught in the summer time ; and for 

himself at the same time. this reason, no doubt, not very likely to 

— Neither does he, ^c.] He does not keep long sweet. 

suifer, or permit, all the pieces of bread, 132. With hal/ a stinking «&aM/.] See 

which are so stale as to be blue with sat iv. 33 ; and Ainsw. SUurus. Lit. 

mouldiness, and musty with being and with an half and putrid siluruB. 

hoarded up, to be eaten up at once, 133. To shut up.'] Indudere-— i e. to 

but makes them serye again and again. include in the same sealed yesseL — ^The 

129. J^hash^ ^c.] Minutal, a dish infinitiye includere, like the seryare, L 
made with herb sand meat, and other 129, and the non differre, L 130, is 
things chopped together ; firom minuo, goyemed by the solitus, L 129. 

to diminish, or make a thing less. — ^iVum6erW^mid«,^c]Sectiyiporri. 

— O/ yesterday.'\ Which had been In sat. iii 293, 4. Juyenal calls it sectile 

dressed the day before, and now seryed porrum. See there. — ^There were two 

up again. This he will still keep, though different species of the leek ; one sort 

in the month of September, a time of was called sectum, sectile, and sectiyum ; 

year when, from the autumnal damps, the other capitatum ; the former of which 
yictuals soon grow putrid. The blasts "^ was reckoned the worst. See Plin. lib. 

of the south-wind at that time were xix. c. 6. 

particularly insalubrious. See sat yi From the bottom of a leek there are 

516, note. fibres which hang downwards, whenthe 

130. ^Zso to de/er, ^c.] Who accus- leek is taken out of the ground, which 
toms himself to keep for a second meal. the poet here calls fila, or threads, which " 

131. The bean.] Conchis. — See sat. they resemble. He here humourously 
iii. 293, note. represents a person so sordidly ayaricious, 

— Sealed up.'] Put into some yessel, as to count the threads, or fibres, at the 

the coyer or mouth of which was sealed bottom of the leek, that if one of these 

up close with the master''^ seal, to preyent should be missing he might find it out. 

the senrants getting at it Or perhaps Theseepithets,sectiyumand8ectile,are 
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He also hungMng : for neither does he ever bear 

To consume all the musty pieces of blue bread, 

Who is used to keep the hash of yesterday in the midst of 

September ; also to defer, to the time of another supper, 

The bean, sealed up with part of a summer 13] 

Fish, or with haJf a stinking shad, 

And to shut up the numberM threads of a sective leek : 

Any one invited from a bridge to these, would refuse. 

But for what end are riches gatherM by these torments, 135 

Since it is an undoubted madness, since it is a mamfest 

phrensy, 
That you may die rich, to live with a needy fate ? 
In the mean time, when the bag swells with a full mouth, 
The lovb op money increases, as much Xs money itselp 

increases ; 
And he wishes for it less, who has it not. Therefore id 

prepared 140 

Another villa for you, when one country-seat is not suffi- 

cient ; 

^ven to tliat sort of leek, {rom its being For Anticyra, see aboye, Juy. sat xiiL 

usual to cut or shred it into small pieces L 97, note. 

when mixed with yictuals of any kind. 137. A needy fate, ^c.] u e. To share 

See AiNSW. Sectiyus. the fate of the poor ; to live as if de»- 

1 34. Invited /rom a ftrid^c.] See sat tined to poverty and want, for the sake 
iy. 116. The bridges about Rome were of being rich when you die, a time when 
the usual places where beggars took your riches can ayail you nothing, be 
their stand, in order to beg of the pas- they ever so great 

sengers. 138. When the bag swells, ^c.] And 

The poet, to finish his description of all this, for which you are tormenting 

the miser^s hoard of victuals, here tells yourself at this rate, you find no satis- 

us, that if this wretch were to inrite a faction or contentment in ; for when 

conmion beggar to such provisions as he your bags are filled up to the very mouth, 

kept for himself and &mily, the beggar still you want more. The getting of 

would refiise to come. money and the love of money increase 

135. But/or what end, S[c.'] Some rerb together : the more you haye,- the more 
must be understood here, as habes, or you want 

possides, or the like — otherwise the ac- CrescU indidgens sibi dirus hydrops, jfc. 

cnsatiye case is without a yerb to govem See HoR. lib. ii. ode iL and lib. -iii. ode 

it We may then read the line — xvi. 1. 17, 18. 

To what purpose do you possess riches, Crescentem sequitur cura pecuniam 

gathered togeiher by these torments — Majorumque /ames. 

i. e. with so much punishment and un- 140. He wishes/or it less, 4"^.] A poor 

easinesB to himself ? See sat x. 12, 13. man looks no &rther than for a supply 

136. Undoubtedmadness,6^c.] SoHor. of his present wants ; he never thinks 
sat iii lib. ii. 1. 82. of any thing more. 

Danda est hellebori mtdto pars maccima — There/ore.'] Because thou art in- 

avaris, satiable in thy desires. 

Nescio an AnUeyram ratio iUis destinet — Is prepared, ^c.] Not content 

omnem. with one counlxy-house, another is 

MisersmakewhpleAnticyraiheiroujn; purchased, and gotten ready, prepared 

Its hellebore reserved/or them aJUme. for thy reception, as one wiU not si:^- 

Francis, fice. 
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Et proferre Hbet fines ; majorque videtur, 

Et melior vicina seges : mercaris et hanc, et 

Arbusta, et densa montem qui canet oliva : 

Quorum si pretio dominus non vincitur ullo, 145 

Nocte boves macri, lassoque famelica coUo 

Armenta ad virides hujus mittentur aristas ; 

Nec prius inde domum, quam tota novalia ssbvos 

In ventres abeant, ut credas falcibus actum. 

Dicere vix possis, quam multi talia plorent, 150 

Et quot venales injuria fecerit agros. 

Sed qui sermones i quam foedse buccina famse ! 

Quid nocet hoc i inquit : tunicam mihi malo lupini, 

Quam si me toto laudet vicinia pago 

Exigui ruris paucissima farra secantem. 155 

Scilicet et morbis et debilitate carebis, 

Et luctum et curam effugies, et tempora yiisd 



142. It likea you to eaiend, ^c.] You 147. To the ffreen corH^ S^"] In order 
think the present limits of your estate to eat it up. 

too confined, and iherefore you want to 148. Nor may they depmi ietkse, 4^] 

enlarge them. They are not si^ered to stir homeward, 

143. Neighbour^s oom.'] Arista is pro- till they have eaten up ihe wh<^ crop, 
perly the beard of com, and, hy synec as clean as if it had been reaped. 

the whole ear ; and so the com itsel^ — The whole erop.'] Tota noyalia. 

a» growing. You take it into your Novale est, saith Pliny, quod alten^ 

head that your neighbour^s com looks annis seritur — ^ Land sown every other 

better than yours, therefore you deter- ^ year,*^ and therefoie produces the more 

mine to purcbase, and to possess your- plentiful crops. Here, by met novalia 

aelf of his estate. signifies the crops that grow on such 

144. Groves of trees."] Arbustum sig- land, See Virg. Geor. i. L 71. 

nifies a copse or groye of trees, pleasant 151. Injury^ ^c.] Many haTe had 

for its shade. reason to complain of sucn treatment, 

— Whieh is white, ^c.] The bloom of and have been forced to sell their land 

the oliye is of a white or light grey to avoid being ruined. 

colonr. Densa here means a vast quan- 152. ^ WhcU ^peeeheef^'] What does 

tity. See sat i. 120, note. the world say of you, aayB the poet, for 

145. WUh any prioe of whick, ^c.] If such proceedings ? 

you cannot tempt the owner to part with — ** Trumpei offoul fame " — ] The 

them for any price which you offer for poet is intermpted before he has fimshed, 

the purchase, then you have recourse to by the eager answer of the person to 

stratagem to make him glad to get rid whom he is supposed to be speaking^ 

of them. and with whom he is expostulating. 

146. By night the lean oceen^ ^c.] In 153. " What does this hurt?^] Says 
the night-time, when you are not likely the raiser ; what harm can what ue 
to be discovered, you tum your oxen world says do? See HoR. sat. L L 
which are half-starved, and your other 64 — 7. 

herds of grazing beasts, which are kept — Coatofaluptne.'] Lupinus signifiesa 

sharp for the purpose, into your poor kind of pulse, of a bitter and harsh taste, 

neighbour^s com. covered with a coat, husk, or shelL^ See 

146, 7. Tired Ttecks.] That have been Vrao. G. i. 1. 75, 6. Isidoras says, 

yoked, and at work aU day, and there- that the best definition of lupinus is, 

fore the more hungry. awo ttjs Xvmjy, quod vultum gustantis 
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And it likes you to extend your borders; and greater appears 
And better your neighbour^s com : you buy also this, and 
Groves of trees, and the mountain which ii^ white with the 

thick olive : 
With any price of which if the o wner be not prevailed on, 145 
By night the lean oxen, and the famished herds, with tired 
Necks, will be sent to the green corn of this man. 
Nor may they depart home from thence, before the whole 

crop 
Is gone into their cruel bellies, so that you would believe it 

done by sickles. 
You can hardly say^how many may lament such things, 150 
And how many fields injury has made to be set to sale. 
" But what speeches ? how the trumpet of foul fame T — 
" What does this hurt t" says he : "I had rather have the 

" coat of a lupine, 
" Than if the neighbourhood in the whole village should 

" praise me 
" Cutting the very scanty produce of a little farm.^ 155 
I warrant you will want both disease and weakness, 
Ajid you will escape mouming and care ; and a long space 



amaritudine contriBtet AinsworthtliinkB ^ liipine for the praise of all the town^ 

that lupinns signifies what we call hops ; ^ if my fiEinn he Bmall, and afford hut A 

and ihis seems likely, as we may gather ^ poor crop/* 

from the Btory in Athenaeus, Hh. ii c. q, d. If I am rieh, they canH hurt me 

ziT. where he relates of Zeno the Stoic, hy their ahuse ; hut if poor, their pnise 

ihat he was ill-tempered and harsh, tiU will do me no good. 

he had dmnk a quantity of wine, and 155. The vety soanty produoe.'] P&u* 

titen he was pleasant and good-hu- dssima ferra. Far denotes all manner 

moured. On Zeno*s h^g asked the of com. Paucissima need not he taken 

reason of this change of temper, he Hterally in the superlatire sense, hut 

said, that ^ the same thing happened to as intensiye, and as meaning a very 

^ him as to lupines ; for lupines,'^ says small, an ezceeding seanty crop of com. 

he, ^ hefore they are soaked in water, See note on densissima lectioa, sat L 

^ aie very Intter ; hut when put into L 120, n. 2. The comparatiye and su* 

^ water, and made soft hy steeping, perkttive degrees are often used hy the 

** aad are well soaked, they are mild Latin writers only in an intensire 

** and pleasant.*^ Hops grow with coats, sense. 

•r lanmae, one over another. But what- 156. / warratd, ^d.] Here the poet is 

eyer he ihe ezact meaning of lupini, speaking ironically, as if he said to the 

&e meanmg of this hasty answer of miser — To he sure, Sir, people like you, 

tfae miser^s is as foUows : ^ DonH talk who are aboye the praise or dispraise of 

^ to me of what speeches are made the world, are douhtless exempted too 

*^ ahout me, or what the trmnpet of £rom the calamities which the rest of the 

**' feme may spread ahroad, to the dis- world sufifer, such as sicknens and in* 

*^ adyantage of my character. t would firmities. See sat. z. L 227. You are 

** not give a pin> head for all they can also out of the reach of aiHiction and 

" say against me, if I do hut get rich : sorrow. See sat. z. L 242 — 4. Carehis 

** hut I would not give the husk of a — you will he without — ^fifee firom. 
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Longa tibi post hsec fato meliore dabuntur ; 

Si tantum eulti solus possederis agri, 

Quantum sub Tatio populus Bomanus arabat. 160 

Mox etiam fractis setate, ac Punica passis 

Praelia, vel Pyrrhum immanem, gladiosque Molossos, 

Tandem pro multis vix jugera bina dabantur 

Vulneribus. Merces ea sanguinis atque laboris 

NuIIis visa unquam meritis minor, aut ingratae 165 

Gurta fides patrise. Saturabat glebula talis 

Patrem ipsum, turbamque casse, qua foeta jacebat 

Uxor, et infantes ludebant quatuor, unus 

Vernula, tres domini : sed magnis fratnbus horum 

A scrobe vel sulco redeuntibus, altera coena 170 

Amplior, et grandes fumabant pultibus ollae. 

Nunc modus hic agri nostro non sufficit horto. 

Inde fere scelerum causse, nec plura venena 

Miscuit, aut ferro grassatur ssepius ullum 

Humanse mentis vitium, quam sseva cupido }75 

Indomiti census ; nam dives qui fieri vult, 

Et cito vult fieri. Sed quse reverentia legum! 

158. After ihese ihinffs, S[c.] Add to Molossian suxfrds.'] The Molossi 

all this, that you must live longer tlian were a people of Epims, who fonght 

others, and be attended with uncommon against the Romans in Pyirhus^s army. 

happiness — meliore £Eito — with a more See sat zii. L 108, note. 

prosperous and more favourable destiny. 163. Ai lengih,'] t. e. After so many 

159. tf pou cUone posseas^d^ ^c] Pro- toils and dangers. 

vided that you were so wealthy as to pos- — Hardly ttvo acres.'] Jugerum — an 

sess, and be the sole owner of as much acre, so called from jugum boum, being 

arable land as the people of Rome cul- as much land as a yoke of oxen could 

tivated, when the empire was in its in- plough in a day. Scarcely so much as 

£suicy, under Romulus, and Tatius the two acres were giyen as a reward fior 

Sabine ; who, for the sake of the ladies many wounds in battle. 
he brought with him, was received into 165. TTian no deserts, ^.] And thia 

the city, and consociated with Romulus portion of two acres, giyen to a soldier, 

in the goyemment Howeyer this might as a reward for the blood which he had 

be considered as small, to be divided shed, and the toils he had undeigone in 

among all the people, yet, in the hands the service of his country, was never 

of one man, it would be a vast estate. found f&ult with as too little for his de- 

161. Aftenvards.] In after times — serts, oras an instance of Ji breach of 

mox — some time after. feith in his country towards him, by le- 

— Broken unth age.] Wom out with warding him less than he had reason to 

age and the fetigues of war. Gravis an- czpect Curtus means little, short, cur- 

nis miles. Hor. sat L 5. tailed, imperfect, broken. Curta fidea 

161, 2. Had sujer^^d the Pumc tvar.] may be applied to express a man*B com- 
Had undergone the toils and dangers of ing short of his promise. 

the three wars with the Carthaginians, 166. Little fflk)e.] Such a small piece 

which almost exhausted the Romans. of arable land. 

162. Cruel Pyrrhus.] The king of 166, 7. ScOisfUd the/ather.'] The poor 
Epirus, who vexed the Romans with soldier, who was the &,ther of a nume- 
perpetual wars, but, at last, was defeated rous family. 

and driven out of Italy. 167. JRabble ofhis cottage.] Consisttng 
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After these things, will be given you with a better fate ; 
If you alone possess''(l as much cultivated ground, 
As, under Tatius, the Boman people ploughed. leo 

Afterwards even to those broken with age, and who had 

suflFerM the Punic - 
Wars, or cruel Pyrrhus, and the Molossian swords, 
At length hardly two acres were giyen for many 
Wounds. That reward of blood, and of toil, 
Than no deserts ever seemM less, or the faith small ics 

Of an ungrateful country. Such a little glebe satisfied 
The father himself, and the rabbleof his cottage, where big lay 
The wife, and four infants were plftying, one a little 
Bond-sIave,three masters: but for the great brothers of these 
From the ditch or ftirrow returning, another supper 170 
More ample, and great pots smoked with pottage. 
Now this measure of ground is not sufficient for our garden. 
Thence are commonly the causes of villanies, nor more poisons 
Has any vice of the human mind mixed, or oftener 
Attacked with the sword, than a cruel desire 175 

Of an unbounded income ; for he who would be rich, 
Would be so quickly too. But what reverence of the laws ? 

of his wife and many cliildreii, some valiant defender of his country, after all 

smaU, others grown up. his dangers, toils, and wounds, and 

167. Biff,'] i 6. Big, or great, with which provided for, and made him and 

child. all his &mil7 happy, is not, as times go, 

169. BondrdcMoe — ^ree magUrs,'] One thought big enough for a pleasure-garden. 
of the four children that were playing 173. Thenoe, ^c] From coyetousness. 
together was a little bond-slaye bom of Comp. L 175. 

a she slaye. The three others were chil- — Causes of villames, ^c.] i e, From 

dren of the wife, and therefore masters this vile principle arise, as from ihdr 

OTer the little slaye, but all playing to- source, aU manner of cruel and bad 

gether, happy and content actions. See 1 Tim. vi. 10. former part 
— Great ^fothersJ] The elder children -—More poieons, ^c.] Contrived more 

now big enough to go out to labour. methods of destroying people in order 

170. Ditdi or /urrow, ^c.] Coming to come at their property, either by poi- 
homa from their day^s work, at digging son or the sword. See James iv. 1, 2. 
and ploughing. 175. ^ crttel desire,] Which thinks no 

171.il^or« ample.] Theirbeing grown act of cruelty too great, so that its end 

np, apd retuming hungry from their la- may be accomplished. 

bonr.required a more copious meal, than So Vme. Mn, iii 1. 56, 7. 

the little ones who stayed at home. Quid non mortaUa pectora cogis 

— Great pots.] Pots proportionably Auri sa^yrafamesl 

laige to the provision which was to be 176. Uni^ownded.] Lit untamed — L e, 

made. that cannot be kept or restrained within 

— Smdixd with poUage^ Boiling over any bounds. A metaphor taken from 

the fire. Puls was a kind of»pottage animals that are wild and untamed, 

made of meal, water, honey, or cheese which are ungovemable, and not to be 

and eggs sodden together. Ainsw. restrained. 

172. Measure of ground.'] viz, Two — He who wotdd herich.] So the apo- 

acres, which, in ancient days, was 8tle,lTim.vi. 9. o^jSovAojitci^oiirAovTCiir. 

thought a sufficient reward for an old 177. IFbwW 6e »o ^ietcWy.] And there- 
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Quis metus, aut pudor est unquam properantis avari? 

Vivite contenti casulis et collilbus istis, 

O pueri, Marsus dicebat et Hernicus olim, leo 

Vestinusque senex ; panem qusBramus aratro, 

Qui satis est mensis : laudant hoc numina ruris, 

Quorum ope et auxilio, gratae post munus aristsB, 

Gontingunt homini veteris fastidia quercus. 

Nil vetitum fecisse volet, quem non pudet alto 185 

Per Qflaciem perone tegi ; qui summovet Euros 

Pellibus inversis. Peregrina, ignotaque nobis 

Ad scelus atque nefas, quodcunque est, purpura ducit. 

Haec illi veteres prsecepta minoribus : at nunc 

Post finem autumni media de nocte supinum 190 

Glamosus juvenem pater excitat : accipe ceras, 

Scribe, puer, vigila, causas age, perlege rubras 

Majorum leges, aut vitem posce libello. 

Sed caput intactum buxo, naresque pilosas 

Inre takes the shortest way to carye for Ronians had theit mral gods, as Ceres, 

himsel^ throuj^ «terj obstacle^ Bacchus, Flora, &ic which thejr parti- 

177. Beverence o/tiielawsJ]The hiWB cularlv worshipped, as presiding OT0r 

which are made to restrain all acts of their lands, and as at first inyentmg the 

murder, and yiolence, and firaud, are put yarions parts of hujsbandry. 
tetally out of the questic»! ; he tr^da 183. ** By 10AO80 helpy^ &;c'] He mbSBA 

them tinder his feet particularly Bacchus, who first fbimd 

178.//a8^t9i^mtwn]Acoyetonsman out the use of wine, and Ceres, who 

whe hastens to be rich has neither fear found out com and tillage. 
nor shame ; he dreads not what the laws 184. ^ LoatMng^^'' ^l SinCe the in- 

can do to him, not what the woild will yMitionofagriculture,dndthe{at)dactien 

say of him. See Proy. xxyuL 22. of com, men disdaia Hving upon aoera^ 

179. "^Lwe ootiiented,'" ^o.] The poet as at first they did. See sat yi L 10 ; 
bere menticms what was the doctrine of and Y irg; 6. L L 5^23. where may be 
«ndent times, in the days of simplicity seen an inyocation to Baochns and Ceres» 
and frugality, by introducing tfae exhoi^ and the other mral deities» aa the ior 
tation of some wise and thnfiy fkther to yentors and patrons oS agiienltiire^ 
hisohildren. 185. ""Any tMnff fbviriddei^^ ^] 

180. '* O youtha,'" jrc.] Such was the Those who are bred up in poyerty and 
Umgtiage formerly of the fiithers among hardship, are unacquainted with th6 
ihe Mmrsi, the Hemici, and the Vestini, temptations to yice, to which thote who 
to their children, in order to tcach them are in high life are li^le. 
contentment, frugality, and industry. 186. ^ Thro^ ice to be eoeer^d^ ^.] 

— Marsian.'\ The Marsi were a labo- Pett>-*-« sort of high shoe^ made of raw 

lions people, about fifteen miles distant leather, wom by conntry pet^e as h de» 

from Rome. fence against snow and cold. Ainsw. 

—'Hemioim,'] The H^nici, a people 187. "" Inverted ^m»,'*''] The skins of 

«)f New Latinm. beasts with the wool or hair tumed vor 

181. VestmUM,] The Vestini were a wards next the body, to defend it &om 
people of Latium, bordering on the Sa- the cold winds, and te keep the wearer 
bines. warm. 

— *^ Seek bread by the fHough^'' ^c] Let Thus shod and thus dothed wne the 

ns proyide our own bread by our indus- hardy rastics of old time : thiey Hyfed in 

try, as much as will soffice fcMr our support happy ignorance c^ yice and luxury, amd 

182. ** Deiiies of the camdry.'"] The of all offences to the laws. 
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What fear, or shame, is there ever of a hastening miser ? — 
Live contented with those little cottages and hills, 
O youths,'" said the Marsian and Hernician formerly, iso 
And the old Vestinian, " let us seek bread by the plough, 
" Which is enough for our tables : the deities of the country 

" approve this, 
" By whose help and assistance, after the gift of acceptable 

" corn, 
" There happen to man loathings of the old oak. 
" He will not do any thing forbidden, who is not ashamed 
" Thro*' ice to be coverM with an high shoe ; who keeps off 
'' the east wind 186 

" With inverted skins. Purple, foreign, and unknown to us, 
" Leads to wickedness and villany, whatsoever it may be.*" 
These precepts those ancientsgavetotheir posterity: but now, 
After the end of autumn, from the middle of the night, the 
noisy 190 

Father rouses the supine youth : " Take the waxen tablets, 
" Write, boy, watch, plead causes, read over the red 
"^ Laws of our forefathers, or ask for a vine by a petition. 
" But your head imtouched with box, and your hairy nostrils, 

187. ** PurpU^ ^o.] 9. d. The Tyrian 191. ** 7%« vbwten «oMse»."] See note 

puiple, with which the gannents of the on 1. 30. 

rich and great are dyed, is a foreign 192. ^' Write,^'''] Pen something that 

piece of luxuiy, and unknown to us. you may get money by. 
The introduction of this, as well as — ** Watch,'''*^ Set up all night at study. 
other articles of foreign luxury, is the — ** Plead catises.^'*} Tum advocate— 

forerunner of all manner of vice and be called to the bar. 
wickedness : for when once people cast — ^ Read over^'*'* ^c.] Study the law. 
off a simplicity of dress and manners, 192, 3. ** The red laws.'*^'^ So called, 

and run into luxury and expence, they because the titles and beginnings of the 

go all lengths to supply their vanity chapters were written in red letters. 

and extiayagance. It cannot be said Hence the written law was called m- 

of any such — ^nil velitum fecisse volet brica. See Pbrs. sat v. 1. 90. 

189. These precepts^ ^c,] Such were 193 **Ask for a vine,''* ^c.] For a 
the lessons which those mstic veterans centurion's post in the army — draw up 
taught their children, and delivered to a petition for this. 

the younger part of the community, for The centurion, or captain over an 

the benefit of posterity. hundred men, carried, as an ensign of 

— But now,} i, e. As matters are now, his office, a btick or batoon in his hand, 

&ther8 teach their children very dif- made out of a vme branch ; as our cap* 

ferent lessons. tains do spontoons, and our serjeants 

190. Afier ihe end qf autumn.'] When halberds. See sat. viii. 1. 247, note. — If 
the winter sets in, and the nights are a man were to advise another to petition 
long and cold. for an halberd, it would be equivalent to 

— From the midcUe of the niffht] As advising him to petition to be made a 

■oon as midnight is tumed. serjeant So here, the futher advising 

190, 1. The noisy father.] Bawling his son to petition for a vine, t. e. vine- 

to wake his son, who is lying along branch, is equivalent to his petitioning 

on his back (supinura) in his bcd iast to be made a centurion. 
asleep. 194. ^ UnioitcM »aVA ior."] Your 

VOL. II. L 
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ADnotet, et grandes miretur Lselius alas. 195 

Dirue Maurorum attegias, castella Brigantum, 

Ut locupletem aquilam tibi sexagesimus annus 

AiFerat : aut longos castrorum ferre labores 

Si piget, et trepidu solvunt tibi cornua ventrem 

Gum lituis audita, pares, quod vendere possis 200 

Pluris dimidio, nec te fastidia mercis 

Ullius subeant ablegandae Tiberim ultra : 

Nec credas ponendum aliquid discriminis inter 

Unguenta, et corium : lucri bonus est odor ex re 

QuALiBET. Illa tuo sententia semper in ore 206 

Versetur, Dis atque ipso Jove digna, poetae : 

Unde habeas QU-ERIT nemo ; sed oportet habere. 

Hoc monstrant vetulsB pueris poscentibus assem : 

Hoc discunt omnes ante Alpha et Beta puellas. 

Talibus instantem monitis quemcunque parentem 210 

Sic possem affari : dic, o vanissime, quis te 

Festinare jubet ? meliorem prsBsto magistro 

rough and martial appearance, owing to committed to the eldest captain of the 

your hair lying loose, and not being regiment, and was a very rich post. 

combed. The Romans made their combs The {ather is here eiJiorting his son 

of box-wood. to go into the army ; in order to which, 

194. " Hairy nostrUs^^'] Another mark first, he is to petition for the vine-rod, or 
of hardiness ; for effeminate and delicate centurion^s post ; then he exhorts him 
people plucked off all superfluous hairs. to go into service, and distingnish him- 
See sat ii. 11, 22. where hairiness is self against the enemy, that, at sixty 
mentioned as a mark of hardiness and years old, he may be the eldest captain, 
courage. and enrich himself by haying ihe caie 

195. ** Lailius.'"'] Some great general of the standard, which was yery Incnt- 
in the army may notice these things, as tiye. Hence Jnyenal calls it locnpletem 
bespeaking you fit for the army. aquilam. 

— ^Huge arms.'^''~\ Probably rough with 198. " Or ifto hear^ ^o.] If yon di»- 

hair. See above, note 2, on 1. 194. — like going into a miHtary life. 

Ala signifies the armpit, also the arm. — 199. "" The homs^ ^cj If the oometi 

See AiNSW. and trumpets throw you into a pi&io 

l96,*^Destroythetentso/theMoor8.'^''] at the sound of them, so that yod aie 

Oo and do some great exploit— <listin- ready to befoul yourself when yon hear 

guish yourself in an expedition against martial music. 

the people of Mauritania. Attegise 200. *^ You may purtitm^ ^e.] You 

(firom ad and tegere, to cover) signifies may go into trade, and bny goods which 

cottages, huts, cabins, tents, and the you may seU for half as much moie as 

like, in which people shelter themselves they cost you. 

from the weather. 201. '^Nor let the didUee^ ^e.] Dont 

^^ Castles of the Briffantes.^^] Of the be nice about what you deal in, ihoiuh 

inhabitants of Britain. The people of ever so filthy, though such as nmst be 

Lancashire, Yorkshire, and other north- manu&ctured on the other aide of the 

em parts of England, were called Bri- Tiber. 

gantes ; they had strong castles. 202. '*Sent away heyond ike TVfter.**] 

197. ^That a rich eagle, &;c^] The Tanning, and other noisome trades, weie 

Roman ensign was the figure of an eagle, carried on on the other side of the river, 

which was carried at the head of every to preserve the city sweet and healthy. 

regiment The care of this standard waa 203. ^ Zh fiot believe^^ bic] Do not 
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'^ Lselius may take notice of, and admire your huge arms. 195 
" Destroy the tents of the Moors, the castles of the Brigantes, 
" That a rich eagle to thee the sixtieth year 
May hring : or if to bear the long labours of camps 
It grievea you,and the horns heard with the trumpets loosen 
Your belly, you may purchase, what you may sell 200 
" For the half of more, nor let the dislike of any merchandise, 
' *' Which is to be sent away beyond the Tiber, possess you. 
" Do not believe there is any differsnce to be put between 
*' Ointments and an hide. The smell of gain is sweet 
" From any thing whatsoever.. Let that sentence of the 
" poet 205 

" Be always in your mouth, worthy the gods, and of Jove 
" himself : 

" NOBODY ASKS FROM WHENCE YOU HAVE, BUT IT BEHOVES 
"you TO HAVE.''' 

This, the old women shew to the boys askiug three farthings: 
This, all the girls learn before their Alpha and Beta. 
Whatsoever parent is instant with such admonitions, 210 
I might thus speak to : " Say, (0 most vain man,) who 

" commands 
" Thee to hasten ? I warrant the scholar better than 

take it into your head that one thing, 'P have money is a necessary task, 

which you may get money by, is better From whence His got the world vnU 

than another. So as you do but enrich never ask, J. Dryoen, jun. 

yoursel^ let it be the same thing to you, And therefore only take care to be rich, 

whether you deal in perfumed ointments, nobody will inquire how you came so. 

or stinking hides. The poet, in the next two lines, humour- 

/ 204. " The smell ofgain^^ ^el\ He al- ously observes the early implanting this 

ludes to the answer made by Vespasian doctrine in the minds of children. 

'^v^to his son Titus, who was against raising 208. This^ the old ivomeji^ ^c.] Thit 

money by a tax on urine. — Titus re- maxim, old women, when their children 

monstrated with him on the meanness of ask them for a trifle to buy playthinga, 

gach an imposition ; but he, presenting or some trash to eat, always take care to 

to his son Uie first money that accrued instil into their minds ; they take this 

to him from it, asked him whether the opportunity to preach up the value of 

imdl offended him. Ant. Univ. Hist money, and the necessity of having it, no 

YoL XT. p. 26. ' matter how ; nobody will trouble their 

205. **Sentence of the poet,'*'' ^c.] f. e, head about that 

Of ihe poet £nniu8, quoted l 207. The Roman as was about three &r- 

206. **Be always in your mouth,^'} Be things of our money. 

always at your tongue^s end, as we say. 209. 7%ts, all the girls, jfc.] In short, 

— **' Worlhy the gods,^'* ^c.] Juvenal children of the other sex too are taught 

Yeiynatuiallyrepresentsthisold covetous this before their abc.No marvel then, 

feUow as highly extolling a maxim so that avarice is so general and so ruling 

ezactly suited to his sordid principles. a principle. 

See MoLiXRB^s Avare, act iiL sc. v. 210./«tftsto»^.]Take8painBtoimpze8B 

where the miser is so pleased with a say- such maxims upon his children. 

ing which suits his principles, as to 211. 7%»9«2Dea^to.]Thu8addreBBmy- 

want it written in letters of gold. aelf to. 

207. '* Nobody asks;' ^c.] 212. «* To hasten.'»^ Who bid thee bc 

L 2 
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Disoipulum : securus abi : vinceris, ut Ajax 

Prseteriit Telamonem, ut Pelea vicit Achilles. 

Parcendum est teneris : nondum implevere medullas 215 

Nativae mala nequitise : cum pectere barbam 

Coeperit, et longi mucronem admittere cultri, 

Falsus erit testis, vendet perjuria summa 

Exigua, Cereris tangens aramque pedemque. 

Elatam jam crede nurum, si limina vestra 220 

Mortifera cum dote subit. Quibus illa premetur 

Per somnum digitis ? nam quse terraque marique 

Aoquirenda putes, brevior via conferet illi : 

NuUus enim magni sceleris labor. Haec ego nunquam 

Mandavi, dices olim, nec talia suasi : 225 

Mentis causa malse tamen est, et origo penes te : 

Nam quisc[uis magni census prsecepit amorem, 

Et laevo monitu pueros producit avaros; 

Et qui per fraudes patrimonia conduplicare 

Dat libertatem, totas efFundit habenas 230 

in such a hurry to teach your son such populi Romani, ac Tiflceribus hserebant 

principles? whybeginwithhimsoyoung, — they were very dear to the Roman 

and take so much pains ? people. 

212. " Iwarrant.^^'] So praesto signifies 217. ** 7b oomb his heardJ"'^ t. e, When 

here. See Ainsw. Praesto, No. 8. he is grown up to maturity. 

— " The scholar hetter;" ^c.] A greater — ** To admU the poitU,'' ^c.] The 

proficient than yourself in avarice, and edge of a razor — a periphrasis for being 

in every other vice, in which you may shaved. See sat i. 25 ; and sat x. 

instruct him. 226. 

^lS.^Dcpar^secMre.^Makeyourself 218. "^ Sell perjuries^'" ^c.] He will 

quite secure and easy upon this subject forswear himself for a very small price. 

— "^« Ajax,'' ^c.] Your son will 219. " Towshing both the aitar,'" ^] 

outdo you in avarice, as much as Ajax It was the custom among the Romans, 

surpassed his fether Telamon, or as on occasion of solemn oaihs, to go to a 

Achilles surpassed his father Peleus, in temple, and, when they swoie^ to lay 

valour and warlike achievements. their hand upon the idtar of t^ie god. 

2 1 5. ^' You must spare^'' jfc.] You must Here, to make his oath the more lo^^n, 

make allowance for the tendemess of the miser^s son is represented, not «nly 

youth, and not hurry your son on too as laying his hand upon the idtar of 

&st ; have patience with him, he^Il be Ceres, but also on the foot of hfdr imag^. 

bad enough by-and-by. See sat. iii. I. 144, and note. 

— " Their marrows,'^ ^c.] The evil — " O/ Cferes."] The altar of Cerei 

dispositions and propensities with which was reckoned the most sacred, beeause^ 

they were bom (mala nativae nequitise) in the celebration of her worship, no- 

have not had time to grow to maturity, thing was to be admitted that was not 

and to occupy their whole minds,marrow sacred and pure. Sat. vi. L &0. 

fiUs the bones. The marrow, which is 220. " Your dauphter-in-law»^^ Yorar 

placed within the bones, like the bowels, son*s wife — ^pronounce her dead, if she 

which are placed within the body, is comes within your doors with a laige 

often figuratively, and by analogy, made fortune, for your son, her husband, will 

use of to signify the inward mind. murder her, in order to get the sole pos- 

. Tully says, Fam. xv. 16. Mihi hseres session of it 

in medullis — I love you in my heart — ^^Carried/orth.^^'] i. e. To be buried, 

And again, Philip. i. 1.5. In meduUis or, as the manner then was, to be bumed 
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"The master: depart secure : you will be outdone, as Ajax 

" Surpassed Telamon, as Achilles outdid Peleus. 

" You must spare the tender ones : as yet their marrows 

the evils 216 

" Of native wickedness have not filled : when he has begun 
" To comb his beard, and to admit the point of a long knife, 
" He will be a false witness,te will sell perjuries for a small 
" Sum, touching both the altar and foot of Ceres." 
" Already believe your daughter-in-law carried forth, if your 

" thresholds 220 

" She enters with a deadly potion. By what fingers will 

" she be pressed 
*' In her sleep ?— for, what things you may suppose to be acquired 
" By sea and land, a shorter way will confer upon him : 
" For of great wickedness there is no labour. These jthings 

" I never 
'' Gommanded, may you some time say, nor persuaded such 

" things, 225 

" But the cause of a bad mind, nevertheless, and its origin, 

" is in you : 
" For whoever has taught the love of a great income, 
" And, by foolish admonition, produces covetous boys, 
" And he who to double patrimonies by frauds, 
" Gives liberty, loosens all the reins to the chariot, 230 



on ihe funeral pile. See Ter. Andria, answers — No, you might not specifically 

act i. 8c. i. L 90. See sat vi. L 566. order him to do such or such an action, 

221. ** With a decuUy potiony'] Mor- but the principle from which he acts such 
tifera cum dote — i. e. which is sure to horrid scenes of barbarity and villany 
occasion her death, by the hands of her is owing to the example which you have 
coyetous husband. set him, and originates from the counsel 

— ** By whaijmgers^'' ^c.] How eager which you have given him tO enrich him- 

will his fingers be to strangle her in her self by all means, no matter how ; there- 

sleep ! fore aU this is penes te — ^lies at your door. 

222. " /br, whxt tUng%;^ ^c.] What 227. ** WKo&oer has taught,''' ^c.] Who- 
you may suppose others to get by tra- ever has given a son such precepts as 
versing land and sea, in order to trade you have given yours, in order to instil 
and acquire riches, your son will find a into him an unbounded love of wealth. 
shorter way to come at, by murdering 228. " Foolish admonition,^'* ^c.] So 
his wife. ^ Laevus seems to be used, Mn. ii. 54 ; and 

224. " There is no labourj"'] There is eclog. i. 16. Si mens non laeva fuisset. 

▼ery little trouble in such a business as See AiNSW. Laevus, No. 2. But perhaps 

this, it is soon done. it may mean unlucky, unfortunate, like 

224, 6. " / never commanded^'' ^c.] sinistro. See this Satire, L 1, and note. 
The time may come, when, seeing your Or laevo may be here understood, as 

son what I have been describing, you we sometimes understand ihe word sini- 

will be for exculpating yourself, and you ster, when we mean to say, that a man^s 

™ay 8ay, " I never gave him any such designs are indirect, dishonest, imfair. 
" orders ; this was owing to no advice — ^* Produces covetous 6oys.''] Brings 

" of minef" up his children with covetous principles. 

226. " But the cause, ^c:] The poet 230. ** Gwes liberty;' ^fc.] t. e. So far 
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Gurriculo ; qnem si revoces, subsistere nescit, 

Et te contempto rapitur, metisque relictis. 

Nemo satis credit tantum delinquere, quantum 

Permittas : adeo indulgent sibi latius ipsi. 

Cum dicis juveni, stultum, qui donet amico, 235 

Qui paupertatem levet, attollatque propinqui ; 

Et spoliare doces, et circumscribere, et omni 

Grimine divitias acquirere, quarum amor in te est, 

Quantus erat patrisB Deciorum in pectore, quantum 

Dilexit Thebas, si Graecia vera, Menoeceus, 240 

In quarum sulcis legiones dentibus anguis 

Gum clypeis nascuntur, et horrida bella capessunt 

Gontinuo, tahquam et tubicen surrexerat una. 

Ergo ignem, cujus scintillas ipse dedisti, 

Flagrantem late, et rapientem cuncta videbis. 245 

Nec tibi parcetur misero, trepidumque magistrum 

In cavea magno fremitu leo toUet alumnus. 

Nota mathematicis genesis tua. Sed grave tardas 

Expectare colos : morieris stamine nondum 



from checking such dispositions, gives Nobody will ever draw a line, so as to 

them fuU liberty to exercise themselves, stop just at a given point, and only sin 

pleased to see the thriftiness of a son, as &r as he is permitted, and no fitr- 

who is defrauding all mankind, that he ther. 
may double his own property. 234. ^ So mueh do Ihey mdtdgeJ"'] So 

230. ^LoosensaUthe reins^^'' ^0."] Gives prone are they to indulge their propen- 
full and ample loose to every kind of sity to evil, in a more extensive man- 
evil. A metaphor, taken from a cha- ner. 

rioteer, who by loosening the reins, by 235. " When you say^'^ ^c.] When 

which he holds and guides the horses, you tell your son, that giving money to 

too freely, they run away with the char help a distressed fnend, or relation, is a 

riot, and when he wants to stop them foUy. * 

he cannot 236., " Who may lighten^ ^&] Alle- 

231. ** Which ifyou woidd recaU^'* ^c.] viate his distress, and ralse up his state 
It is in vain to think of stopping or re- of poverty into a state of plenty and 
calling such a one, who knows no re- comfort. 

Btraint 237. " You hc^ teach him to rob.'^'\ By 

232. ^ You ooniemned.''^'^ Having for- thus seeking to destroy the principles of 
feited the authority of a &ther, all you humanity and charity within him, you 
can say, to stop his career, is held in the teach him, indirectly at least, to rob, to 
utmost contempt plunder other people. 

— " The hounds heing fe/?."] As the — ^ To cAeo^.''] Circumscribere — to 

charioteer is run away with by his horses over-reach and circumvent, that he may 

(see note above, I. 230.) beyond the enrich himsel£ 

bounds of his race ; so your son, who — " By every crime^'' ^c.] To Bcniple 

has had the reins thfown upon the neck no villany which can enrich him. 
of his vices, can neither be stopped, nor 239. " The DeciL^''] The £ither, son, 

kept within any bounds whatsoever in and grandson, who, for the love they 

his wickedness, but is hurried on, rapi- bare their country, devoted ^themselvei 

tur, by his passions, without any power to death for its service. See sat viii 

of control. ' 254, note. 

233. " Nobody tkink» it enougK' ^c.] 240. ** Menoiciuar] The son of Creon, 
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" Which if you would recall, it knows not to stop, 

" And, you contemned, and the bounds being left, it is hur- 

" ried on. 
" Nobody thinks it enough to ofFend so much, as you may 
" Permit, so much do they indulge themselves more widely. 
" When you say to a youth, he is a fool who may give to a 

" friend 236 

" Who may lighten, and raise up the poverty of a relation ; 
" You both teach him to rob, and to cheat,and byevery crime 
"To acquire riches, the love of which is in thee, 
" As mueh as of their country was in the breast of the Decii, 

" as much 
" As Menoeceus loved Thebes, if Greece be true, 240 

" In the furrows of which, legions from the teeth of a snake 
" With shields are born, and horrid wars undertake 
" Immediately, as if a trumpeter too had risen with them. 
" Therefore the fire, the sparks of which yourself have given, 
" You will see burning wide, and carrying off all things. 245 
" Nor will he spare your miserable self, and the trembling 

" master 
The younglion in his cage, with great roaring, will take off.'' 
Your nativity is known to astrologers.'" — " But it is grievous 
" To expect slow distaffs : you^l die, ypur thread not yet 

king of Thebes, who, that he might pre- with ; like a fire thatfirst is kindled firam 

serre his country, when Thebes was be- little sparks, then spreads far and wi ^e, 

sieged by the Argives, devoted himself till it devours and consumes every thing 

to death ; tbe oracle having declared, in its way. 

that Thebes would be safe, if the last of 246. ^Nor will he spare^''^ ^e.] He 

the race of Cadmus would willingly suf- will not even spare you that are his own 

fer death. wretched &ther, or scruple to take you off 

— ^** If Greece be truey^ If the Gre- (t. e. murder you) to possess himself of 

cian accounts speak truth. your property. 

241. " In Ute furrowa of whick;'' ^c] 247. " The poung lion,'" ^c.] AUuding 

He alludes to the story of Cadmus, who to the story of a tame lion, whicb, in the 

having slain a large serpent, took the time of Domitian, tore his keeper, that 

teeth, and sowing them in the ground, had brought him up, to pieces. 
there sprang up firom each an armed L<Bser<U ingrato leoperfidus ore magii- 
man ; these presently fell to fighting, till trum. Martial, Spectac. ep. x. 

all were slain except five, who escaped 248. '* Your nativity^"'' ^c] But, say 

with their lives. See Ovid, Met lib. you, the astrologers, who cast nativities, 

iiL feb. i. See Ainsw. Cadmns. and who by their art can tell how long 

243. " Trumpeter too had men."] To people are to live, have settled your na- 
set them together by the ears. See tivity, and calculated that your life will 
above, 1. 199, note. The Romans had be long. 

comets and trumpets to give the signal — '* Bwt it is grievousj*''} But, says Ju- 
for battle. venal, it is a very irksome thing to your 

244. " The fire;" ^c.] The principles son. 

which you first communicated to the 249. " To eotpect sUno rfwtoj^."] To be 

mind of your son, you will see breaking waiting while the fates are slowly spin- 

out into action, violating all law and ning out your thread of long life. See 

juBtice, and destroying aU he has to do sat. iii. 27, note ; and aat z. 252, note. 
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Abnipto : jam nunc obstas, et vota moraris ; 250 

Jam torquet juvenem longa et cervina senectus. 

Ocyus Archigenem quaere, atque eme quod Mithridates 

Gomposuit, si vis aliam decerpere ficum, 

Atque alias tractare rosas : medicamen habendum est, 

Sorbere ante cibum quod debeat aut pater aut rex. 255 

Monstro voluptatem egregiam, cui nulla theatra, 

Nulla aBquare queas prsetoris pulpita lauti, 

Si spectes, quanto capitis discrimine constent 

Incrementa domus, aerata multus in arca 

Fiscus, et ad vigilem ponendi Gastora nummi, 260 

Ex quo Mars ultor galeam quoque perdidit, et res 

Non potuit servare suas. Ergo omnia Florae 

Et Gereris licet, et Gybeles aulsBa relinquas, 

Tanto majores humana negotia ludi. 

An magis oblectant animum jactata petauro 265 



— « Youm die;' ^c.] You'U be taken 264. ** Other rose»,'"'^ And to gather 

off by a premature death, not by the the roses of another spring. 

course of natuie, like those who 11 ve till — ^A medicine iatobe hctd^ ^c.] You 

their thread of life is cut by their desti- must get such an antidote against poi- 

nies. See the references in the last note son, as tyrants, who fear their subjects, 

above. and as fethers, who dread their chil- 

250. ^ You even noiv hinder^ ^e.] dren, always ought to swallow before 
You already stand in your son^s way, they eat, in order to secure them from 
and delay the accompUshment of his being poisoned at their meals ; the ty- 
daily wishes for your death, that he rant, by some of his oppressed and di»- 
may possess what you have. contented subjects — the fether, by a son 

251. **Stag-like old a<?»."] The ancients who wants to get his estate. 

had a notion, that stags, as well as ra- 256. / shew, ^c.] The poet is now 

yens, were very long-lived. about to expose the foUy of avarice, 

Cic. Tuscul iii. 6.9, says, that Theo- inasmuch as the gratification of it is 

phrastus, the Peripatetic philosopher, attended with cares, anxietieB, and dan- 

when he was dying, accused nature for gers, which its votaries incur, and fbr 

giving long life to ravens and stags, which they are' truly ridiculous. Now, 

which was of no signification ; but to says he, monstro voluptatem egregiam 

men, to whom it was of great import- — 1^ ezhibit an highly laughable scene, 

ance, a short life. See sat z. L 247. beyond aU theatrical entertainments, 

—^Torments the yott^.''] Gives the &c 

young man, your son, daily uneasiness — No theaires.'] Nothing upon the 

and vexation, and wiU, most likely, put stage is half so ridiculous. 

you upon some means to get rid of you ; 257. No stoffes o/the sumptuous prtB- 

therefore take the best precautions you tor,'] It was the office of the praetor to 

can. preside, and have the direction at the 

252. ^ Archiffenes.^'*'] Some fEimous public games. See sat x. L 36 — 41, 
physician ; see sat vi. 235 ; and sat. notes. 

xiii. 98. to procure from him some an- The pulpitum was the higher part 

tidote against poison. of the stage, where poets recited dieir 

— " Buy what MOhndates,'*'' ^c.] See verses in public. 

sat vi 660, note. It also signifies a scaffold, or raised 

253. ** If you are wHlinff,'*'' ^c.] If place, on which the actors exhibited 
you wish to live to another autumn — plays. 

the time whcn figs are ripe. The prsetor is here caUed lautus — 
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" Broken off : you even now hinder, and delay his wishes, 250 
" Now a long and staff-like old age torments the youth. 
" Seek Archigenes quickly, and buy what Mithridates 
" Composed, if you are willing to pluck another fig, 
" And to handle other roses : a medicine is to be had, 
" Which either a father, or a king, ought to sup up before 
" meat.''' 255 

I shew an extraordinary pleasure, to which no theatres, 
No stages of the sumptuous prsBtor, you can equal, 
If you behold, in how great danger of life may consist 
The increase of an house, mueh treasure in a brazen 
Chest, and money to be placed at watchful Castor, 260 

Since Mars, the avenger, also lost his helmet, and his own 
Affairs he could not keep. Therefore you may leave 
AII the scenes of Flora, and of Ceres, and of Cybele, 
By so much are human businesses greater sports. 
Do bodies thrown from a machine more delight 265 



sumptuous, noble, splendid, from the treasures, even stripping the helmet from 

fine garments which he wore on those the head of Mars^s image, they now 

occasions, as well as from the great ex- sent their treasures to the temple of 

pence which he put himself to, in treat- Castor, where there was a constant 

ing the people with magnificent exhibi- guard ; hence the poet says, vigilem 

tions of plays and other sports. Sat vi. Castora. 

378, note. — The aveftffer.] When Augustus re- 

258. J^ you beholcL, ^c.] If you only tumed from his Asian expedition, which 
observe what hazards and penls, even he accounted the most glorious of his 
of their lives, those involve themselves whole reign, he caused a temple to be 
in, who are increasing and hoarding up built in the capitol to Mars the Avenger. 
wealth — so fer from security, danger and See Ant. Univ. Hist "vol. xiii. p. 507, 
riches frequently accompany each other, 8, and noteyi 

and the means of increasing wealth may 261, 2. His own qffmrs^ ^e.] The 

consist in the exposing life itself to poet takes an opportunity here, as usual, 

danger. to laugh at the gods of his country. See 

259. Increase of an hottse.] The en- sat. xiii. 39 — 52. 

largement and increase of family-pro- 263. The scenes.] Aulaea were hang- 

perty. ings, curtains, and othcr omaments of 

— In a brazen chest.] See sat. xiii. 1. the theatres ; here, by synec, put for 

74 ; and HoR. satvi. lib. i. L 67. The the theatres themselves. 

Romans locked up their money in You may leave, says the poet, the 

chests. public theatres ; you will not want the 

260. Placed ai watchfid Castor.] i. e, sports and plays which are exhibited at 
At the temple of Castor. — They used to the feasts of Flora, Ceres, or Cybele, to 
lay up their chests of treasure in the divert you. 

temples, as places of safety, being com- 264. By so much, ^c.] You may be 

mitted to the care of the gods, who better entertained, and meet with more 

were supposed to watch over them. Sat diversion, in observing the ridiculous 

X. 25, note, ad fin. businesses of mankind. 

261. Smce Afars, §*c.] The wealthy 265. Bodiesthroum/romamachine^^e.] 
iised to send their chests of money to The petiiumm (frora ircravpov, pertica, a 
the temple of Mars ; but some thieves perch, a long staif or pole) was a machine, 
having broken into it, and stolen the or enginc, made of wood, hung up in an 



ia4 JUVENALIS SATIR^. sat. xiv. 

Gorpora, quique solent rectum descendere fiinem, 

Quam tu, Gorycia semper qui puppe moraris, 

Atque habitas, Coro semper tollendus et Austro, 

Perditus, ac vilis sacci mercator olentis ? 

Qui gaudes pingue antiquae de littore Cretse 270 

Passum, et municipes Jovis advexisse lagenas ! 

Hic tamen ancipiti iigens vestigia planta 

Victum illa mercede parat, brumamque famemque 

Illa reste cavet : tu propter mille talenta, 

Et centum yillas temerarius. Aspice portus, 275 

Et plenum magnis trabibus mare : plus hominum est jam 

In pelago : veniet classis, quocunque vocarit 

Spes lucri ; nec Carpathium, Gsetulaque tantum 

^quora transiliet : sed longe Calpe relicta, 

Audiet Herculeo stridentem gurgite solem. — 280 



bigh place, out of which the petauristae whicli is used by rope-dancera, in oider 

(the persons who ezhibited such feats) to balance them as they dance, and throw 

were thro wn into the air, and from thence their bodies into yarious attitudes on the 

flew to the ground. Ainsw. rope. Comp. 1. 272—4. 

Others say, that the petaurus was a 267. Than ihou,'] q. d. Art not thou 

wooden circle, or hoop, through which as much an object of langhter — ^full aa 

the petaurist» threw themselves, so as ridiculous ? 

to Kght with their feet upon the ground. — Who (dtDays abideti.'] Who liye«t on 

Holydaygivesaplateof thepetaurum, shipboard, and art tossed up and down 

which is taken from Hieron. Mercurialis, by every gale of wind. 

whom he calls an excellent Italian an- — A Chrydan ship.'] i. e. Tiading to 

tiquary, and represents the petaurus like Corycium, a promontory in Crete, where 

a swing, in which a person sits, and is Jupiter was bom. 

drawn up by people who pull ropes, 269. Wretched.'] Perditus signifies 

which go over a pole at top, placed desperate, past being redaimed, lost to 

horizontally,and thus raise the petaurista all sense of what is right 

into the air, where probably he swung — A stinking mck.'] Olentis is capable 

backwards and forwards, exhibiting feats of two senses, and may be imderstood 

of activity, and then threw himself to either to signify that he dealt in filtiiy 

the ground upon his feet. See more on stinking goods, which were made up into 

this subject, Delph. edit in notis. bales, and packed in bags ; or that he 

Whatever the petaurus might be, as dealt in perfumes, which he brought 

to its form, it appears, from this passage from abroad : but by the epithet vilis, I 

of Juvenal, to have afforded an amuse- should rather think the former. 

ment to the spectators, something like 271. Thick sweet wine.] Passumwasa 

our tumbling, vaulting, and the like. sweet wine made of witheredgrapesdried 

2QQ.Todescendastraigktrope^ii^c.] First in the sun. Uva passa, a sort of grape 

climbing up, and then sliding down. hung up in the sun to wither, and after- 

Or if we take rectum here in the sense virards scalded in a lixivium, to be pre- 

of tensum, stretched, we may suppose served dry, or to make a sweet wine ol 

this a periphrasis for rope-dancing. AiNSW. The poet calls it pingue, from 

After all,taking the two lines together, its thickness and lusciousness. 

I should doubt whether the poet does — The countrymen of Jove.] Made in 

not mean rope-dancing in both, and Crete, where Joye was bom. See sat. 

whether the petaurura, according to the iv. 1. 33. 

definition given by Ainsworth, signifies, 272. He neverthdess^ ^e.] The rope- 

here, any thing else than the long pole dancer above mentioned, 1. 265, 6. 
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The mind, and those who are used to descend a straight rope, 

Than thou, who always abidest in a Gorycian ship, 

And dwellest, always to be lifted lip by the north-west 

wind, and the south, 
Wretched, the vile merchant of a stinking sack ? 
Who rejoicest, from the shore of ancient Crete, to have 

brought 270 

Thick sweet wine, and bottles the countrymen of Jove. 
He nevertheless fixing his steps, with doubtful foot, 
Procures a living by that recompence; and winter and hunger 
By that rope he avoids: you on account of a thousand talents, 
And an hundred villas are rash. Behold the ports, 275 
And the sea fall with large ships — more of men are now 
On the sea : the fleet will come wherever the hope of gain 
Shall call ; nor the Carpathian and Gsetulian seas only 
Will it pass over, but, Calpe being far left, 
Will hear the sun hissing in the Herculean gulph. 280 

Fiacing his st^.'] Upon tbe nar- There are more people now at sea tlian 

row surj^e of tbe rope. on land. This hyperbole (for we canH 

— With doubtful foot^ Tbere being take tbe words literally) is to be under- 

great danger of &lling. Planta signifies stood to express tbe midtitudes wbo were 

tiie Bole of the foot yenturing tbeir liyes at sea for gain. So 

273. By that recompence.'] Wbicb be witb us, when any tbing grows general, 
receiyes £rom tbe spectators for wbat be or gets into fsishion, we say — eyery body 
does. foUows it — all the world does it 

— Winter and hunger.'] Cold and hun- 277. The fieet will come.] No matter 

ger. See Hor. lib. i sat ii. I. 6. bow distant or perilous tbe yoyage may 

274. Ile avoids.] Cayet— takes care to be, in wbateyer part of tbe world money 
proyide against is to be gotten, the bope of gain will in- 

— You on acoounti ^c,] Tbe poor duce, not merely, bere and tbere, a sin- 

rope-dancer yentures bis Urnbs to supply gle sbip, but a whole fieet at once to go 

bis necessary wants ; you rasbly expose in search of it 

yourself to much greater dangers, to get 278. Carpathian and Gatvlian «^.] 

more tban you want. The Carpathian sea lay between Rbodes 

— A thousand talents.] Amounting to and Egypt, and was so called from tbe 

about 187,500/. of our money. See island Carpatbus. 
HoLYDAY, note 9, on tbis Satire. By the Gaetulian, we are to under- 

275. An hundred villas.'] Or country- stand what now is called the Straits of 
bouses, wben one would satisfy any Gibraltar. 

reasonable mind. 279*. Calpe being far left^ ^c.] Calpe, 

— Are rowA.] Rashly run yourself into a mountain or bigh rock on the Spanish 

all the dangers of the sea. coast (hod. Gibraltar), and Abyla (now 

— Behold the ports.] What numbers Ceuta) on tbe African coast, were (^led 

of sbips are tbere fitting for sea. the Pillars of Hercules. Tbese pillars 

276. Large ships.] Tbe sea coyered were generally belieyed, in Juvenal^s 
witb ships. Trabs signifies a beam, any time,,to be tbe fartbest west 

large piece of timber. Witb these ships 280. The sun hissing.] Alluding to tbe 

were built ; but bere, by meton. is meant notion of the sun^s arising out of the 

tbe ships tbemselves. See Virg. ^n. ocean in tbe east, and setting in tbe 

iii. 191. — cava trabe currimus aequor. ocean in tbe west 

— More ofmen, ^c.] Pius hominum — — Herculean gvlpih.] i. e. Tbe Atlantic 

tbe greatcr part of tbe people.-— 9. d. ocean, whicb, at the Straits, was called 
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Grande operse pretium est, ut tenso folle reverti 

Inde domum possis, tumidaque superbus aluta, 

Oceani monstra, et juvenes vidisse marinos. 

Non unus mentes agitat furor : ille sororis 

In manibus vultu Eumenidum terretur et igni. 285 

Hic bove percusso mugire Agamemnona credit, 

Aut Ithacum : parcat tunicis licet atque lacernis, 

C(uratoris eget, qui navem mercibus implet 

Ad summum iatus, et tabula distinguitur unda ; 

Gum sit causa mali tanti, et discriminis hujug, 290 

Goncisum argentum in titulos faciesque ininutas. 

Occurrunt nubes et fulgura : solvite funem, 

Frumenti dominus clamat, piperisque coemptor ; 

Nil cojor hic coeli, nil fascia nigra minatur : 

^stivum tonat. Infelix, ac forsitan ipsa 295 

Nocte cadet fractis trabibus, fluctuque premetur 



tbe Herculean gulph, because there Her- — He, in the hands of his tister^ jfc.] 

ciiles is Bupposed to haye finished his na- Alluding to the story of Orestefl, who, 

yigation, and on the two now opposite after he had slain his mother, was tor- 

shores of Spain and Africa, which then mented by furies : his sister Electra em- 

united, (as is said,) to have built his bracing him, endeayonred to- comfort 

pillars ; (see note aboye, L 279.) If him ; but he said to her, " Let me alone, 

they sailed beyond these, they fancied ^ thou art one of the fiiries ; you only 

they could, when the sun set, hear him ^ embrace me, that you may cast me 

hiss in the sea, like red-hot iron put into ^ into Tartarus.^^ Eurip. in Orest 

water. This was the notion of Posido- 285. Eumenides.'] The three furies, 

nius the philosopher, and others. the daughters of Acheron and Nox— - 

2Sl, It is a greai retvard af labour.'\ Alecto, Tislphone, and M^aera. They 

Grande operae pretium — a labour ez- were called Eumenides, by antiphrasia, 

ceedingly worth the while ! Ironice. from €v/icyt}s, kind, beneyolent They 

— A gtretched purse.'] Filled fuU of are described with snakes on their heads 

money. and lighted torches on their hands. 

28*2. A swelled bag.'] Aluta signifies 286. This man, an ox being stridheitj 

tanned or tawed leather ; and, by me- ^c.] Ajax, on the armour of Achilles 

tonym. any thing made thereof, as shoes, being adjudged to Ulysses, (see Oy. 

scrips, or bags of any kind — here it Met. lib. xiii.) ran mad, and destroyed 

means a money-bag. a flock of sheep, thinking he was de- 

— Swelled.] Distended — puffed out — stroying the Greeks. He slew two 

with money. oxen, taking one for Agamemnon, the 

283. Monsters, ^c.] Whales, or other other for Ulysses. See Sophoc. Ajaz 
large creatures of the deep. Mastigophorus. 

•^Marine youihs.] Tritons, which were 287. Ithacus.] Ulysses, king of Ithaca. 

supposed to be half men, half fish. See sat x. 257. 

Mermaids also may be here meant, — Spare his eoats, Sfc.] Though he 

which are described with the bodies of should not be so fariously mad, as to 

young women, the rest like fishes. tear his clothes off his back. 

Desinat in piscem mtdier furmosa su- 288. Wants a keeper^ Curatoris eget 

peme. HoR. de Art Poet I. 4. — stands in need of somebody, to take 

284. Not one madness, ^c.] i. e. Mad- care of him. 

ness does not always shew itself in the — Who fMs, ^c.] Who for the hopes 

same shape ; men are mad in different of gain, loads a ship so deep, that there 

ways, and on different subjects. is notUng left of her aboye the water. 
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It is a great reward of labour, that with a stretched purse, 
You may return home fronr thence, and proud with a swelled 

To have seen monsters of the ocean, and marine youths. 
Not one madness agitates minds: he, in the hands of his sister, 
Is affrighted with the countenance, and fire of the Eumenides. 
This man, an ox being stricken, believes Agamemnon to roar, 
Or Ithacus. Tho** he should spare his coats and cloaks, 
He wants a keeper, who fiUs with merchandise a ship 
To the topmast edge, and by a plank is divided from the 

water ; 
When the cause of so great evil, and of this danger, 290 
Is silver battered into titles, and small faces. 
Clouds and lightnings occur : " Loose the cable'*'* — 
(Cries the owner of the wheat, and the buyer-up of pepper — ) 
"Nothing this colour of the heaven, nothing this black 

" cloud threatens : 
" It is summer-thunder.'' — Unhappy wretch ! and perhaps 

that very 2»5 

Night he will fall, the beams being broken, and be pressed 

down by a wave, 



but the uppermost part, or edges of her of the freight calls out aloud. 

sides. — The huyer-up of pepper^ Juvenal 

289. A planky ^c.] Has nothing be- does not simply say, emptor, the buyer, 
tween him and the fathomless deep but but coemptor, the buyer-up ; as if he 
a thin plank. See sat zii 57 — 9. meant to describe a monopolizer, who 

290. When ihe cause^ ^c.] The only buys up the whole of a commodity, in 
motiye to all this. order to sell it on his own terms. 

291. SUver battered^ ^*^.] A peri- 294. ^This coUmr of the heavens,^^'^ 
phrasis for money. — ^The silver of which This dark complezion of the sky. 

it was made was first cut into pieces, — ^ This black cfot«i."] Fascia signifies 

then stamped with the name and titles a swathe or band. A thick cloud was 

of the reigning emperor, and also with called fiiscia, because it seemed to swathe 

a likeness of his &ce. See Matt. zxii or bind up the sun, and hinder its 

20,1. light: but, perhaps, rather from its 

292. CUmds and lightnings oocur,'] The being an assemblage of many clouds 
weather appears cloudy, and looks as collected and bound, as it were, toge- 
if there woxild be a storm of thunder ther. 

and lightning ; but this does not dis- 295. ^ It is summer-thunder.^^'] No- 

courage the adventurer from leaving the thing but a mere thunder shower, which 

port will soon be over, and which in summer 

-—**Loo8e the calble.'^'*'\ Says he ; " un- time is very common, without any storm 

''moor the ship, and prepare for sail- following. 
"ing." — Uriuippy wretch.'] Who is blinded 

Funem may signify either the cable by his avarice, so as to consider no con- 

with which the vessel was £astened on sequences. 

shore ; or the cable belonging to the 296. Beams heing hrohen.] Shipwreck- 

anchor, by which she was fiistened in ed by the ensuing tempest, he will fell 

the water. into the sea, the timbers of his ship 

293. Cries the oivner, ^c.] The owner broken to pieces. 
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Obnitus, et zonam Iseva morsuve tenebit. 

Sed cujus votis modo non suffecerat aurum, 

Quod Tagus, et rutila volvit Pactolus arena, 

Frigida sufficient velantes inguina panni, 800 

Exiguusque cibus ; mersa rate naulragus assem 

Dum petit, et picta se tempestate tuetur. 

Tantis parta malis, cura majore metuque 

Servantur : misera est magni custodia census. 

Uispositis prsedives hamis vigilare cohortem 305 

Servorum noctu Licinus jubet, attonitus pro 

Electro, signisque suis, Phrygiaque columna, 

Atque ebore, et lata testudine. Dolia nudi 

Non ardent Cynici : si fregeris, altera fiet 

Cras domus ; aut eadem plumbo commissa manebit. 310 



297. His girdle, ^c.'] Some think that all, yery content, if he can but get rags 
the ancients carried their money tied to cover his nakedness from the incle- 
to their girdles, from whence Plautus mency of the weather. 

caOs a cut-purse, sector zonarius. But 301. ^ little /00(1,1 Bestowed upon 

I should rather think that they carried him in charity, or purchased with the 

their money in their girdles, which were few pence he gets hy begging. 

made hoUow for that purpose. See 301, 2. He asks a pennyT\ Who be- 

HoR. epist ii. L 40. Suet. VitelL c. fore wanted a thousand talents, more 

16. says, Zona se aureorum plena cir- than he had, to content hinu See 1. 

cumdedit 274. See sat v. 1. 144, note 2. 

— Left handJ] While he swims with 302. A painted tempest.] Persons who 

his right had lost their property by dbipwreck 

— Or toith his bite.'] i. e. With his used to have their misfortune painted on 

teeth, that he may have both hands at a board, and hung at their breasta, to 

liberty to swim with. move compassion in the passers by ; as 

298. Btdfor hirn^ ^c.] Whose wishes we often see sailora and others begging 
were boundless, and whose desires after in the streets, with an account of their 
wealth were insatiable. misadventures written on paper or parch- 

299. Ta^.] A river of Portugal. ment, and pinned on their breasts. 

See Ov. Met iL 251. 303. With so many evHs.'] But suppose 

— Pactclus.] A river in Lydia, called all this be avoided, and the Hian comes 

also Chrysorrhoas. Both these riven home rich and prosperous, still he is not 

were said to have golden sands. See happy : he must be harassed with coor 

HoR. epod. XV. 20. tinual care, anxiety, and dread, in order 

— RoUs.] Or throws up, by the to keep what he has gotten, and ihese 

course of its waters over the sands, so may giv^ him more uneasiness than any 

that it is found at low water. This is thing else has given him in the pursiiit 

said to be the case of some waters in of his wealth. 

Africa, which flow down precipices with 304. Miserahle is the custody, ^c.] The 

great impetuosity, and leave gold-dust, constant watchfulness, the incessant 

which they have washed from the earth guard, that areto.be kept over heaps of 

in their passage, in the gullies and chan- wealth, added to the constant dread o£ 

nels which they make in their way. being plundered, may be truly said to 

300. Rags coverinff, ^c.] This very make the owner lead a miserable life. 
wretch, who could not before have been This is well described by Horaoe, sat i 
satisfied with all the gold of the Tagus L 76 — 9. 

and Pactolus, is now, having been ship- 305. Licimts.] The name of some v«y 

wrecked and ruined by the Joss of his rich man. It stands here fbr any such. 
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Overwhelmed, and wiU hold his girdle with his left hand, or 

with his bite. 
But for him, for whose wishes a while ago the gold had not 

sufficed, 
Which Tagus, and Pactolus rolls in its shining sand, 
Bags covering his cold thighs will suffice, 300 

And a little food ; while, his ship being sunk, shipwrecked, he 
Asks a penny, and beholds himself in a painted tempest. 
Things gotten with so many evils, with greater care and fear 
Are kept — miserable is the custody of great wealth. 
Wealthy Licinus commands his troop of servants, with 305 
Buckets set in order, to watch by night, affrighted for 
His amber, and for his statues, and his Phrygian column, 
And for his ivory, and broad tortoise-shell. The casks of the 

naked 
Cynic donH burn : should you break them, another house 
Will be made to-morrow, or the same will remain solderM 

with lead. 310 

Wealthy — praediyes, very rich, beyond lium signifies any great yessel, as a tun, 

others wealthy. pipe, or hogshead. In these dolia the 

306. Buckets set in order.'] Hama sig- ancients used to keep their wine. Hence 
nifies a water-bucket made of leather. Ter. Heaut. act iii. sc i. L 51. Relevi 
AiNSW. Dispositis, properly disposed, omnia dolia — which some translators 
80 as to be ready in case of fire. have rendered, " I have pierced every 

— Affr^hted^ Half distracted, as it ^ cask.^* But, however that may be 

were, with apprehension. ' agreeable to our idiom, piercing an 

307. His amber.] Lest he shoTild lose earthen vessel, which the dolium was, is 
bis fine cups and other vessels made of not to be supposed. Liiio signifies the 
amber. Electrum also signifies a mix- securing the mouth, or bung-hole, of any 
tnre of gold and silver, whereof one fifth vessel with pitch, rosin, or wax, to pre- 
part was silver. Ainsw. vent the air^s getting in, to the prejudice 

— His eiatues.'] Signum denotes a of what might be contained in it : and 

graven, painted, or molten image, a figure as this was never omitted, when any ves- 

of any thing. sel was filled with wine, hence it is used 

— Phrygian cclumn.] His fine omar for putting wine into casks. 
mented pillars, made of marble brought Hor. Od. lib. L ode xx. I. 1 — 3. 
out of Phrygia, a country of the Lesser Vile potabia modids Sabinum 

Asia. Ckmtharis, Graca quod ego ipse te»- 

308. For his twr^.] His iumiture ta 

made or inlaid with ivory. See sat xi Conditum levi. 

1. 122—4, and notes. Relino-evi signifies, consequently, to 

— Broad tortoise-sheU.'] His couches, remove the rosin, or pitch, upon opening 

and other moveables, richly inlaid and the vessel for use. 
omamented with large and valuable 309. Break thenu] Should you dash 

pieoes of tortoise-shell. See sat xi 94, them all to pieces, so as not to be re- 

and note. paired, such another habitation is very 

— The casks^ ^c.] Dolia, the plural put easily provided. 
for the singular, per synec The cask of 310. Solder''^ tcith lead.] Any firacture 

Diogenes, the Cynic philosopher, is here or chink may easily be stopped, by fix-e 

meant, which was not made of wood, as ing some lead over it, or pouring some 

has been commonly supposed, but of clay melted lead into the crack, which would 

baked, tod so in no danger of fire. Do- fill it up. 
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Sensit Alexander, testa cum vidit in illa 

Magnum habitatorem, quanto felicior hic, qui 

Nil cuperet, quam qui totum sibi posceret orbem, 

Passurus gestis sequanda pericula rebus. 

NuIIum uumen habes, si sit prudentia : nos te, 315 

Nos facimus, Fortuna, Deam. Mensura tamen quse 

Sufficiat census, si quis me consulat, edam. 

In quantum sitis atque fames et frigora poscunt : 

Quantum, Epicure, tibi parvis suffecit in hortis : 

Quantum Socratici ceperunt ante Penates. 320 

NuNQUAM ALIUD NATURA, ALIUD 8APIENTIA DICIT. 

Acribus exemplis videor te claudere ; misce 

Ergo aliquid nostris de moribus ; effice summam, 

Bis septem ordinibus quam lex dignatur Othonis. 

Hasc quoque si rugam trahit, extenditque labellum, 325 

Sume duos Equites, fac tertia quadringenta : 

Si nondum implevi gremium, si panditur ultra ; 

Nec Croesi fortuna unquam, nec Persica regna 

311. Aleaander.'] Alexander the Gr^t BiiiHce — as much as is requiFed for food 

might easily perceive how much hap- and Taiment So St Paul, 1 Tim. vi 8. 

pier, and more content, Dioffenes was in »r • ? ^ — -. 

t . ' _. . V 1- 1! X j • Nescts quo valeat nummus ; quam pra- 

nis poverty, than he who coveted empire i \ o 

V X X v X * •i.T. oeat usuml 

80 much as not to be content with one „ . , , . . __,_•.. ^jj^ 

u mv 11 j ^ ax. j. r Pants ematur^ olus, vtni seatanus ; adde 

world. This alludes to the story of ^ . , ... ', . . „4^^ 1.,.^. 

Ai j, . ^/>i*xv 1.1. Qjiexs humana s%b% dmeaz natura negatts, 

Alexander'8 comme to Connth, where he ^ tt^„ .„* • 1 »70 t 

j. jT\« j iv^ ii.j HoR. sat. L L 73 — 5. 

lound Diogenes, and not bemg saluted 

by him, Alexander went up to him, and " Would you the real use o/rtGbes know? 

asked him, ** if he could do any thing for ^ Bread, herbs, and wine are aU they oan 

" him ?" " Yes," said Diogenes, " stand " bestow, 

" from betwen me and the sun." " Or add what Nature*s deepest wants 

— In that cask.'\ Testa. This shews ** supplies, 

that the vessel, or hogshead, which Dio- ^ These^ and no more, thy iimss ofmoney 
genes lived in, was not made of wood. " buys.'*^ Francis. 

%\2. The great inhabiiant.'] Diogenes, So Pope, in his use of liches, Eth. ep. 

the chief of the Cynics, very properly so iii. 1. 81, 2. 

Btyled, from Kwav^ kwos^ a dog, from the ^ What riches give uslet us Jvnt inqmre^ 

snarling surliness of their manners ; of "" Meat^ fire^ and dothes — what more7 
this we have a specimen in the answer ^ meaiy clothes, andjire.^ 

of Diogenes to Alexander above men- S19. Little garden.^ See sat xiii. 122, 

tioned. 3. hortis, plur. per synec. pro horto, 

314. About to suffer^ ^c.] t. e. To ex- sing. 

pose himself to,and to undergo dangers, 320. Socratic Penates,^c'] i. e. As 

proportionate to his attempts to accom- much as Socrates required and took for 

plish his vast designs, and equal to all the maintenance of his household. Here, 

the glory which he might acquire. by met. called Penates, from the housfr- 

315. No divinity, ^c.] See sat. x. hold gods which were in his house. 

1. 365, 6, and notcs. — Before.'] i. e. In earlier times, be- 

316. T%e measure, ^c.] If I were asked fore- Epicurus. Socrates died four hun- 
what I thought a competency sufRcient dred years before Christ ; Epicurus two 
to fiimish the comfortable necessaries of hundred and seventy-one. 

life, I would answer as follows — 321. Nature never says, S[c.] i. e. Nar 

318. As mttchf S^c.] That which will ture and wisdom always cigrce iii tcach" 
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Alexander perceived, when he saw, in that cask, 
The great inhabitant^ how much happier this man was, who 
Desired nothing, than he, who required the whole world, 
About to suflFer dangers to be equalled to things done. 
Thou hast no divinity, O Fortune, if there be prudence : 
thee we, 315 

We mak^ a goddess. Nevertheless the measure of an estate 
Which may suffice, if any should consult me, I will declare. 
As much as thirst and hunger, and cold require ; 
As much, Epicurus, as sufficed thee in thy little garden ; 
As much as the Socratic Penates had taken before. 320 

Nature never says one thing, wisdom another. 
I seem to confine you by sour examples ; mix 
Therefore something from our manners, make the sum 
What the law thinks worthy the twice seven ranks of Otho. 
If this also draws a wrinkle, and extends your lip, 325 

Take two knights, make the third four hundred. 
If as yet I have not filled your bosom, if it be opened farther, 
Neither the fortune of Croesus, nor the Persian kingdoms, 

ing the same lesson, Bj nature, here, were assigned to the equestrian order. 

we must understand that simple prin- See Hor. ep. iv. 1. 15, 16 ; and Juv. 

ciple which leads only to the desire of sat iii. 1. 155, 6, and notes. 

the necessary comforts of life. 325. If this also draws, ^c.] If this 

If we go &rther, the term nature may contracts your brow into a frown, and 

extend to the appetite and passions, makes you pout out your lips, as in dis- 

which, in their desires and pursuits, suit dain or displeasure — as we say, hang the 

but ill with the dictates of wisdom. lip — t. e. if this, as well as the examples 

Mr. PoPE, Eth. epist. iii. 1. 25, 6. before mentioned, of Socrates and Epi- 

** What nature toants^^'* {a phrase I must curus, displeases you — 

distrust) 326. Take two knights.'] Possess an 

** Eaatends to luxury^ extends to lust^'' ^c. estate sufficientfor two of the equestrian 

322. / seem to conjhie^ ^c.] By saying order. See above, L 323, note 2. 

this, I may seem, perhaps, too severe, — Make the thirdfour hundred."] E'en 

and to circumscribe your desires in too add a third knight^s estate, have three 

narrow a compass, by mentioning such times four hundred sestertia. 

rigid ezamples of persons, of what you 327. FiUed your bosom, ^c] A meta- 

may think sour dispositions. .phor alluding to the garments of the 

323. Our manners.'] That I may not ancients, which were loose, and which 
be thought too scanty in my allowance, they held opeki before to receive what 
I will permit you to mingle something was given to them. Comp. Is. Ixv. 6, 
of our more modem way of thinking 7. Luke vi. 38. 

and living. The poet means, If I have not yet 

— Mcike the sum, ^c.] Suppose you satisfied your desires by what I allow 

make up, together with what I have you : if I have not thrown enough into 

mentioned as sufficient, a sum equal to your lap, as we say. See sat. vii. 215, 

a knight^s estate, which, by a law of and note. 

Roscius Otho the tribune, called the — Opened farther.^ The metaphor is 

Rosciiui law, was to amount to four still continued — q. d. If your desires 

hundred sestertia revenue per annum, are still extended beyond this. 

about 3,125^. of our money. 328. Fortune of Croesus.'] The rich 

324. Twice seven ranks, ^c.] Fourteen king of Lydia. Siee sat. x. 274. 
rnnks or rows of seats in the theatre — Persian hinffdoms.^ The kings of 

VOL. II. M 
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Sufficient animo, nec divitise Narcissi, 

Indulsit Gsesar cui Claudius otnnia, cujus 330 

Paruit imperiis, uxorem occidere jussus. 

Penia, particalari j Darius and Xenet, fieient to gratify joar desina. 
weie &med for their magnificence and — Riches of Narduus,'] A freedman 

riches. and £Etyourite of Claudins Ceesar, who 

329. /Stj^iM your mwaJ.] Will be sof- had such an aacendancy over the &ar 
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Will ever suffiee your mind, nor the riches of Narcissus, 
To whom Claudius Oaesar indulged every thing, whose 330 
Gommands he obeyM, being ordered to kill his wife. 

peror, as to preyail on bim to put Mea- at the instigation of Narcissus, he had 

salina to death, after her paramour Si- her killed in the gardens of LuguIIus. 

lius. See sat x. L 330 — 345. Claudius By the fsiYour of the emperor, Nar- 

would have pardoned her adultery, bat, cissus was possessed of immense wealth. 
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The Poet in this Satire^ which he is supposed to have written 
when he was under his hanishment in Egypt^ relates the 
mortal and irreconcileable hatred^ which sprungfrom a re- 
ligious quarrel hetween the Ombites and Tentyrites^ inhahit- 
ants of two neighbouring cities of Egypt—a/nd describeSy 
in very lively colours^ a hloodyfray which happened hetween 
them, He seems to lay this as a grotmd for those fine re- 
flections^ with which he finishes the Satire^ on the nature^ 
use^ and intention ofcivil society. 

In reading this Satire^ it is difficult not to advert to tfte 
mmstrous cruelties which superstition and higotry have 
hrought on m>ankind; while those who have disgraced the 
Christian name hy hearing it^ have^ with relentless fury^ 
infiicted tortures and death on thousands of innocent peopU^ 

Quis nescit, Volusi Bithynice, qualia demens 

JEgyptus portenta colat ? Crocodilon adorat 

Pars hsec : illa pavet saturam serpentibus Ibin. 

EflSgies sacri nitet aurea cercopitheci, // 4 / 

Dimidio magicsB resonant ubi Memnone chbrdse, f/ -^r^ — 

Ztne l. BHhynian Volusvus^ Wht)t^ ^gypt which lieB near the river Nile 

Volusius was does not appeax ; all that worships the crocodile ; a dreadful am- 

we know is, that he came from Bithynia, phibious animal, shaped something like 

a country of the Lesser Asia, and was a lizard, and, from an egg little bigger 

undoubtedly a friend of Juyenal, who than that of a goose, grows to be thirty 

addresses this Satire to him. feet long. The Egyptians know how 

2. Mad Egypt.'] Demens not only liigh the river will rise that year, by the 

means mad, t. e. one that has lost his place where the crocodiles lay their egffs. 

senses, but also silly, foolish ; which per- The crocodile was worshipped with ai- 

haps is meant here, in aUusion to the vine honours, because these ftnimi^^la 

silly superstition which possessed the were supposed to have destroyed the 

minds of the Egyptians in religious mat- Libyan and Arabiiui robbers, who swam 

ters. over the river and killed many of the 

— TkU partJ] One part of Egypt inhabitants. 

— Adores a erocodile.'] That part of 3. An Ibis.'\ A certain bird, which is 
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for no other crime than a difference o/opinion in religioui 
matters. 
Marshall, in his note on line 36, thus expresses himself' — 
Hinc simultas et odium utrique populo oriebantur^ nempe 
ex diversitate religionum^ quoe in mundo etiam Christiano, 
^' Di boni! qitantas strages excitavitT 
The attentive reader ofthis Satire wiUJinda lively exhibition 
of those principles which actuate bigots of all religions, 
zealots of all persuasions; and which^ a^ far as they are 
permitted^ will always act uniformly against the peace and 
happiness of m>ankind, He m>ay amuse himselfwith alle- 
gorizing the Ombites and Tentyrites into emblems ofblind 
zeal and party rage^ which no other bounds than want of 
power have keptfrom desolating the earth, 

Who knows not, Bithynian Volusius, what monstrous things 

Mad Egypt can worship ? this part adores a crocodile ; 

That fears an Ibis saturated with serpents. 

A golden image of a sacred monkey shines, 

Where the magic chords resound from the half Memnon, 5 



a great destroyer of seipents. See tliis statue was made of hard marble, 

AiNSW. and with such art, that a lute, which 

4. A golden imctge^ ^c.] In another was in its hand, would itself give a mu- 
part of Egypt, viz. at Thebes, they wor- sical sound when the beams of the sun 
ship the image of a monkey made of came upon it. 

gold. Cercopithecus is derived from the Cambyses, king of Persia, ruined the 

6r. KcpKos, a tail, and vi9tjkos, an ape. city, and caused the statue to be broken 

The difference between the ape and the about the middle, imagining the sound 

monkey is, that the ape has no tail ; the to proceed from some contrivance within, 

monkey has, and usually a yery long but nothing was found. From this time 

one. the music was thought to be magical. 

5. Magic chords, S^c.'] At Thebes, in Strabo says, that he and others heard 
Egypt, there was a colossal statue of the music about one in the aftemoon, 
Memnon, a king of Ethiopia, who was but confesses he could not uiiderstand 
slain by Achilles at the siege of Troy : the cause. 
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The Poet in this Satire^ which he is supposed to have written 
when he was under his banishment in Egypt^ relates the 
mortal and irreconcileable hatred^ which mrung from a re- 
ligiom quarrel between the Ombites and Tentyrites, inhabit- 
ants of two neighbouring cities of Egypt — and describeSy 
in very lively colours^ a bloodyfray which happened between 
them. He seems to lay this as a grotmd for those fine re- 
fisctions^ with which he finishes the Satire^ on the nature^ 
use^ and intention ofcivil society, 

In reading this Satire, it is difiHcult not to advert to the 
monstrous cruelties which superstition and bigotry have 
brought on mankind; while those who have disgraced the 
Christian name by bearing it^ have^ with relentless fury^ 
infiicted tortures and death on thouscmds of innocent people, 

Quis nescit, Volusi Bithynice, qualia demens 
JEgyptus portenta colat? Crocodilon adorat 
Pars hsec : illa pavet saturam serpentibus Ibin. 
Effigies sacri nitet aurea cercopitheci, yf 

Dimidio magicsB resonant ubi Memnone chbrdae, ff /^—p 

Lme l. Bithynian Volttsius.^ Who tljis Egypt whicb lies near the riyer Nile 

Volusius was does not appear ; all that worships the crocodile ; a dreadfiil am- 

we know is, that he came from Bithynia, phibious animal, shaped something like 

a country of the Lesser Asia, and was a lizard, and, from an egg little bigger 

undoubtedly a friend of Juyenal, who than that of a goose, grows to be thirty 

addresses this Satire to him. feet long. The Egyptians know how 

2. Mad Egypt'] Demens not only high the river will rise that year, by the 

means mad, t. e. one that has lost his place where the crocodiles lay their eggs. 

senses, but also silly, foolish ; which per- The crocodile was worshipped with di- 

haps is meant here, in aUusion to the vine honours, because these animals 

siUy superstition which possessed the were supposed to have destroyed the 

minds of the Egyptians in religious mat- Libyan and Arabian robbers, who swam 

ters. over the river and killed many of the 

— Tkis part,'] One part of Egypt inhabitants. 

— Adores a erooodile.'] That part of 3. An Ibis,] A certain bird, which is 
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And ancient Thebea lies overthrown with its hundred gates. 

There sea-fish, here a fish of the riyer ; there 

Whole towns worship a dog, nobody Uiana. 

It is a sin to violate a leek or onion, or to break them with 

a bite. 
O holy nations, for whom are born in gardens 10 

These deities ! Every table abstains from animals bearing 
Wool : it is there unlawful to kill the offspring of a she-goat, 
But lawfal to be fed with human flesh. When Ulysses 
Was telling, at supper, such a deed to the astonish^^d 
Alcinous, perhaps, in some he moved anger or 15 

Laughter, as a lying babbler. — " Into the sea does nobody 
" Throw this fellow, worthy of a cruel and true Gharybdis, 
" Feigning huge Laestrygonians, and Cyclops ? 
" For sooner Scyllai, or the concurring rocks 
- " Of Cyane, and bags fiill of tempests 20 

" Would I have believed, or, struck by the slender wand of 
"Circe, 

no doabt he ezcited the qileen of some Italy and Sieily. See Viro. eeL t. 

of the company, and the laughter of 74--7. 

othera. — Conmrrtng rooib^ ^c.] Called Cya- 

16. Lyvng hakkHer^ AretalogaB (from neae, otherwiae Sjmplegadae, two rocki 
ajpvn\ and ><iorfoi) signifies a talkatiTe at a small distance from the Thradan 
philo8q[>her, who diverted great men at Bosphorus, so close to one another, that 
their tahtes by discomrses on virtue. they seem at a distance to be one ; and, 
From henoe this word has been fice- as one passeth by, he would think they 
qnently used for a talkative person, a dash against each other: they were there- 
jester, a buffoon. fore called Symplegadae, from Gr. trvv 

— Into the 'sea^ ^e.] The poet supposes and irA.77(r<r», to strHce together. 
one of the company, who heard the 20. *^Bag8 /ntt o/ iempeats.^] When 

strai^ tales of Ulysses, when at the Ulysses arriyed at thc isknd of ^^olus, 

coort of Alcinous, expressing himself as tfaat king of the winds inclosed the ad- 

in an amaze, that nobody should take yerse ones in leathem bags, and hung 

him and throw him into tiie sea for his them up in Ulysses^ ship, leaving at 

stEBnge lies. Abicit — t. e. abjicit. liberty the west wind, which was fa,- 

17. Wor^i/ o/ a true Chatybdis.^l He Tourable. But tiUe coimpanions of Ulys^ 
has UAd such a romance about a feigned ses untied the ba^, bdng curious to 
whirlpool, which he calls Charybdis, in know what they oontained, and let out 
the Stndts of Sicily, that he certainly the adyerse winds ; immediately a tem- 
deeerves a real one fbr his pains. pest is raised, which driyes the ship 

18. Fefgnmg huge Lfcestrygomam.l A back to the ^olian isles, to the great 
rnde and savage people near Formise, di^Ieasure of MoivAy who rejects Ulyfr* 
in Italy ; they were lUce giants, and d»* ses and his companions. They then 
Tonred men. See Odyss. k. «ail to \he Laestrygons, where they lese 

— Cydop»,'] These were represnsted eleyen ships, and, with one only re- 

as man-eaters. See Odyss. i. Also Virg. maining, proceed to the island of Circe. 

^n. iii. 616, et seq. See Odyss. k. ad init 

19. Sooner SeyUa^ ^c.] I can sooner 21. *^ Wand o/ Ciroe.''^'] She was said 
bdlieye his tales about Scylla, (the to be the dauglidter of Sol and Perseis ; 
daughter of Phorcys, the £[ither of the she wasa sorceress. She poisoned her 
Cforgons,) who is said to be changed into husband, the king of the Scythians, that 
a dimgerous rock in the midway between , she might reign alone ; for which, being 
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Et cum remigibus gruniiisse Elpenora porcis. 
Tam vaciii capitis populum Phaeaca putavit ! 
Sic aliquis merito nondum ebrius, et minimum qui 
De Corcvraea temetum duxerat urna : 25 

Solus enim hoc Ithacus nuUo sub teste canebat. 
^os miranda quidem, sed nuper consule Junio 
/^t^l/l^ Gesta, super calidse referemus moenia Copti ; 

Uos vulgi scelus, et cunctis graviora cothumis : 
Nam scelus, a Pyrrha quanquam omnia syrmata yolvas, so 
Nullus apud tragicos populus facit. Accipe nostro 
Dira quod exemplum feritas produxerit aevo. 

Inter finitimos vetus atque antiqua simultas^ 
Immortale odium, et nunquam sanabile vulnus 
Ardet adhuc Ombos et Tentyra. Summus utrinque 35 
Inde furor vulgo, quod numina vicinorum 




expelled her kingdom, she went into 
Italy, and dwelt in a promontory called 
the Cape of Circe, whither Ulysses and 
his companions were driven, (see the 
last note, ad fin.) many of whom, by a 
toach of her magic wand, she tumed into 
swine ; at last, on entreaty, she restored 
them to their former shapes. 

22. ** Elpemr.'*'*'^ One of Ulysses' com- 
panions. 

— " «SuJtne-rotuers."] The crew of the 
ship, who rowed her, were tumed into 
Bwine, and grunted like that animal. In 
those days the ships were rowed with 
oars, as well as driven by sails. 

23. "^Has he {hougld;' S[c.'\ Has this 
Ulysses so mean an opinion of the 
Phseacians, as to imagine them so empty- 
headed, so Toid of understanding, that 
they should receive such a» pack of in- 
credible stories, of bags, of tempests, 
&c. &c. ? But even these are more pro- 
bable, and sooner to be believed, than 
what he rehites of the Laestrygons and 
Cyclops, as if they were man-eaters ; 
this shocks all belief. 

24. Thu8 deservedly^ ^c.] The above 
reflections would be very just, and pro- 
per for any one to make, imless he had 
dmnk away his senses, and was incapar 
ble of distinguishing tmth from ialse- 
hood. 

25. Strong wine.'\ Temetum, a word 
signifying strong wine, from Gr. to /Acdv, 
vinum ; whence fxeduCKa, to be drunk. 
So from temetum comes temulentus, 
drunken. See Hor. Epist. lib. ii. epist. 
ii. 1. 1 63. 



— Corcyraan um,'\ Corcyia, an island 
in the lonian sea, on the coast of Al- 
bania, anciently called Phaeacia. So 
that the poet means the wine of that 
country, made by the Phaeacians, who 
were famous for luxury. The um «gni- 
fies the vessel (or hogshead, as we call 
it) out of which they drew the wine, in 
order to drink it 

26. Ulysses related this, S^c.\ He told 
these stories entirely on his own credit, 
having no witness present to avouch the 
tmth of what he said, therefbie he might 
reasonably be disbelieved. 

— Related.] Canebat — ^The word cano, 
when it signifies to relate or report, paiv 
ticularly applies to things uttered by 
poets, who do not always stidc to trotb, 
but indulge their fencies in strange im- 
probabilities : it is therefore here well 
applied to Ulysses, when telling such 
stories to Alcinous. 

Why Ulysses was called Ithacus, see 
sat. X. 257, note 2. 

27. We will relate^ ^c] I shall now 
relate something very astonishing, not 
merely on my own authcunty, but which 
can be attested, as lately and publicly 
iransacted. 

27, 8. Junius being consuL] Some 
conside Vinco, others Junco ; but no 
Buch name of a consul appears as Vincus, 
or Juncus. Junius Sabinus was consul 
with Domitian, an. U.C.836. N.C. 84. 
The poet dates the time of his &cts for 
the greater certainty. 

28. Upon the waUs^ ^c.] t. e, At Cop- 
tus — in the citv. 
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" Elpenor with his swine-rowers to have grunted. 

" Has he thought the Phseacian people are so empty-headedr 

Thus deservedly any one, not as yet drunk, and who a very 

little 
Strong wine from a Corcyrsean urn had drawn : 25 

For Ulysses related this without any witness. 
We will relate wonderful things, and lately done (Juniusbeing 
Consul) upon the walls of warm Coptus ; 
We the wickedness of the vulgar, and more grievous than 

all buskins : 
For wickr-lness, tho'' you should turn over all the tragedies 30 
From Pyrrha, no whole people commits among the tra- 

gedians. Hear 
What an example dire cruelty has produced in our time. 

There burns as yet an old and ^ncient grudge, 
An immortal hatred, and a wound not to be healed, 
Between the bordering Ombos and Tentyra. Thence, on 

both sides, 35 

The highest fury in the vulgar, because the deities of their 

neighbours 

— Warm Ooptus.'] A metropolitan which you will find an example which 

city of Egypt near the Nile, oyer which was the effect of the most savage barba- 

-the Bun at noon is yertical ; therefore rity, perpetrated in our days, not merely 

Juvenal caUs it warm, or hot He names by an individual, but by a whole nation 

the place, as well as the time, where together. 

the things happened which he is going 33. Ancient grudge^ ^c.] Here the 

to relate. poet begins his narrative of the quarrels 

29. The vidgar,'] I am not going to between the Ombites and the Tenty- 
tell fiicts which i%iate to myself, or to rites, two people of Egypt, who were 
any single individual, but what was neighbours, and who hated one another 
committed by a whole people. mortally, on account of their difference 

— Than cUl bu^dns,] More grievous in religion. 

than is to be found in any tragedy. 35. On both sides.] They were, on 

Cothumus, the buskin wom by the each side, equaUy inveterate in their 

actors of tragedy, is often, as here, used malice to each other. The word Ten- 

to denote tr^edy itseli^ by meton. See tyra, in this line, is in the accusative 

sat vi 633 — 5, note. plur. and so afterwards, 1. 76. 

30. For tuickedness, ^c.] t. e. Though 36. The vtdgar.] This rage of one 
you should tum over all the tragedies people against the other spread itself 
which have been written since the days not only among the chiefs, (1. 39.) but 
of Deucalion and Pyrrha, when mankind among the common people on both 
were restored after the fiood, you will sides. 

find no poet representing a piece of — Because the deities, ^c.] The Om- 

barbarity, as the act of a whole people bites abominated . the objects of the 

at once, a^ in the instance I am going Tentyrites' worship, and those of the 

to relate. Ombites were equaily detested by the 

— AR ihe tragedies.] Syrmata were Tentyrites ; neither allowing that there 

long garments used by actors in trage- were any gods worthy of worship but 

dy. Here by metonym. (like cothurais their owii. 

in the preceding line) put for tragedies. Their quarrel was on the score of 

31,2. Hear what an eaximpleJ] Now religion, which is always the most implar 

attend, and I will tell you my stoiy, in cable of all others. 
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Odit uterque locns ; ciim solos credat faabendos 

Esse Deos, quos ipse oolit : sed tempore festo 

Alterius populi rapienda occasio cunctis 

y isa inimicorum primoribus ac ducibus ; ne 40 

L^tum hilaremque diem, ne magnse gaudia ccense 

Sentirent, positis ad templa et compita mensis, 

Pervigilique toro, quem nocte ac luce jacentem jJ!>'* -^h^ 

Septimus interdum sol invenit. Homda sane -U^ Ct^^^^"^"''^^ 

.^BWptus : sed luxuria, quantum ipse notavi, 45 

Barbara famoso non cedit turba Ganopo. 

Adde quod et facilis victoria de madidis, et .y 

BIsBsis, atque mero titubantibus. Inde virorup ^jSTl^^-tf/l^ 

Saltatus nigro tibicine, qualiacunque t^ti£i^ ^ f'^^ 

Unguenta, et flores, multseque Ih fronte coronse : 50 

Hinc jejunum odium : sed jurgia prima sonare 

Incipiunt animis ardentibus : ha;c tuba rixse. 

Dein clamore pari concurritur, et vice teU 

Hie Ombitee worshipped tlic croco- sacred, ond more espenBOy believed, 

dile, which the Tent^rrites destroyed ; that during their £B8tiTal of aoTen days 

these worshipped the hawk. the crocodUes lost their natural croelty. 

38. In afesHvcd Hme,'] The ctist(mi of Hence the poet meanfi, that tiie son, 
feasting sevoi days for the happy over- at his rising, found them lying on ike 
flowiQg of the Nile wba annu^y ob- fBstal couches for seFen daya togi»- 
aerved by the Ombitea. ther. ^ 

39. AU ihe chiefs, ^c.] The chie£s of 45. BtU in hiamiy, ^] q, d, Tbe peo- 
ike other people, that is, of the Tenty- ple of Egypt aie rude and mu^tivated \ 
rites, thonght this a fine opportunity, but in the article of luzuiy, the labble, 
which shoiild not be lost, to spoil their barbarous as they aie, eqnal the Cano- 
sport at their festival. pians themselves, at kast in that part 

40. 1. Lest a glad, ^c.] They deter- of the country where I have been. See 
mined to prevent their festive mirtfa, sat i 1. 26, note on CSanopos. 

and to embitter the joy of their feasts. — As/ar as I haoe rematied.'] It is to 

42. 7%6 tables heing placed, ^c.] In- be observed, that Juvenal, having inr 
the crocodile^s temple. serted into his writangs some «haip lines 

— Andstreets^^CompitSi — placeswhere against Paris a player, a fiivonrite of 

several ways met, in which the country- Domitian, was banished into E^iypt, 

people came together to their wakes, under a pretence of sending him with 

and to perform their sacrificesy when a mUitary command ; so that, during his 

they had made an end of their husband- abode there, he had a full opportunity 

ry. The Ombites are here said to do to observe the manners of tiie people, 

the same at their festival in the city of and to make his remarks upon them. 
Coptus. 47. Add too.] q. d. It is moreover to 

43. The teakefid bed."] The andents, be observed. 

as has been brfore observed, lay on — Victory, ^c.] It is a very easy mat- 

beds, or couches, at their meals. The ter to get the better of people, wfaen 

poet calls it the wakeful bed, firom the they are so drunk as hardly to be able 

length of time the beds werc occupied to speak, or stand upon their l^s, and, 

by the feasting guests, who sat up night of course, very unable to defend them> 

and day for many days together, as the selves. See 1 Sam. xxx. 16, 17. 1 Kings 

nezt line informs us. xv. 9. 

44. Sometimes the sevetdh mn /ound.] 48. There.] i. e. On the part of the 
The Egyptians held the numb^ seven Ombites. 
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Each place hateS) since it eaa believe them only td be ao- 

counted 
Gods, which itself worBhips : bnt, in a festiral time, 
There seemM, to all the chiefsand leaders cf the other people, 
An opportunity to be seized, lest 40 

A glad and cheerful day, lest the joys of a great feast 
They should be sensible of, the tables being placed at the 

temples and streets, 
And the wakeful bed, which, lying night and day, 
Sometimes the seventh sun found. Rude indeed is 
Egypt, but in luxury, as far as I have remarked, 45 

The barbarous rabble does not yieid to infamous Ganopus. 
Add too, that the yictory is easy over the drunken and stam- 

mering, 
And reeling with wine. There, a dancing 
Of the men, with a black piper ; ointments such 
As they were,and flowers,and manychapletson the forehead; 
Here, fasting hatred : buftheir first brawlings they begin 51 
To sound, their minds buming : these the trumpet of the 

quarrel. 
Then they engage with equal clamour,and instead of a weapon 

49. Q^^m«n,^c.] Themendiyerted of an hungry person who longs for 
ihemselves with dancing. food ; so did their hatred hmiger after 

— A Uack jnper.l A black Etiiiopian the destniction of their adTersaries the 

playing on his pipe, as the mosic to tiiieir Ombites. 
dances. — First brawUngs^ ^c.] The Tentyrites 

— Otntmenis sueh, ^<?.] It was costom- began the firay with bitter reproaches 

ary at feasts to anoint the head with and abuse. 

sweetHsoae^ng ointments ; bat these 5% To sound.'^ To ntter forth as lond 

vnlgsr Egyptians were not very nice in as they could. Metaph. firom the 

this taatter, but made nse of any grease sounding a trumpet for battle. 
that came to hand. — Mmds buming.'^ i. e. Their minds 

50. AndJUyfvers.^ It was also usual to on fire, as it were, with anger, maHce, 
make chaplets of flowers, which they and revenge, against the Ombites. 

put on their heads. See sat. xi. 121, 2, — These.'] The reproaches and abuse 

and notes. which they uttered. 

— O» ibe forehead.'] The crowns, or — The trumpet^ ^c.] AUuding to the 

chaplets of flowers, surrounded the heads custom of giving the signal for battle 

of ihose that wore them, on these occa- by the sound of a trumpet, when two 

sions, but were most conspicuous about armies met. This was supplied by the 

the forehead and temples. foul and provoking abuse which the 

51. Here.^ i. e. Among the other Tentyrites gave the Ombites. See sat. 
party, the Tentyrites. The hinc in this xiv. 1. 199. 

line answers to the inde, 1. 48. 53. With equal damour.'] This roused 

^Featinghatred.'] The Tentyrite8,on the Ombites, and both sides were equal- 

the contrary, were fasting, and their ly clamorous and noisy in their abuse 

hatred, Kke their hunger, was fierce and of each other — this brought them to 

insatiable. Their faatred was like an blows. 

hungry appetite, which longs after some- — Instead ofa iveapon, ^c.] Having no 

thing to satisfy it Jejunum is here darts, swords, or other weapons, they 

metaphorical, and taken from the idea went to fighting with their fists. 
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Sseyit nuda manus : paucse sine vulnere malae : 
Vix cuiquam aut nulli toto certamine nasus 55 

Integer : aspiceres jam cuncta per agmina yultus 
Dimidios, alias facies, et hiantia ruptis 
Ossa genis, plenos oculorum sanguine pugnos. 
Ludere se credunt ipsi tamen, et puenles 
Exercere^ acies, quod nulla cadavera calcent : 60 

i Et sane ^uojbot rixantis millia turbae, 

l^tJ'Mj(p^ Si vivunt omnes ? ergo acrior impetus, et jam 
Saxa reclinatis per humum qusesita lacertis, 
Incipiunt torquere, domestica seditionis 
Tela ; nec hos lapides, quales et Tumus, et A jax, 65 

Vel quo Tydides percussit pondere coxam 
uEneae ; sed quos valeant emittere dextrse 
Illis dissimiles, et nostro tempore natse : 
Nam genus hoc vivo jam decrescebat Homero. 
Terra malos homines nunc educat atque pusillos ; 70 

Ergo Deus quicunque aspexit, ridet et odit. 

A diverticulo repetatur fabula. Postquam 
Subsidiis aucti, pars altera promere ferrum 
Audet, et infestis pugnam instaurare sagittis : 
Terga fiigaB celeri prsestantibus hostibus instant, 75 

56. AU ihe hands.'] Agmen, properly, 62. The attack is skarper,'] This whets 

ugnifies an army, a company of soldiers, their appetite for mischid^ and they 

chiefly infantry. The poet here hu- faXL to with still more acrimony than be- 

morously applies the word agmina to fore. 

these fist-warriors. 63. Stones, ^c.] They picked up the 

56. 7. Half oountenances.'] Some hav- stones, wherever they could find them, 
ing an eye beat out, others their teeth, on the ground where they fought 
and the like. — Arms redined.'] They stooped, di- 

57. Other/aces.] So mauled, as to be recting^their arms downwards to the 
disfigured in such a manner, that they ground, to gather stones, which they be- 
could hardly be known to be the same gan to throw. 
persons. 64. Domestic ttmpofM, ^c] Domestica 

— Bones ga^pmg^ ^f^.] Their jaw-bones tela — ^the commonly usual, fiuniliar wea- 

fractured, and appearing through the pons, in such quarrels as tiiese, among a 

wounds in their cheeks. rabble, who fiall together by the ears. 

58. Bhod of iheir eyes.] Which had Seditio means a mutinous rising — also 
been tom, or knocked out of their quarrel, strife — among people of the 
heads. same neighboui'hood. 

59. iVeyer^A^/m, ^c.] Notwithstanding 65. Tumus.] Who took up a stone, 
all this mischiei^ nobody had been killed ; and threw it at ^neas. This stone is 
they therefore had not the satis&ction said to have been so laige, as hardly to 
of treading any of their enemies^ dead be lifted by twice six men of moderate 
bodies under their feet ; therefore they strength and stature. See ^n. xii. 1. 
reckoned all that had hitherto happened 896 — 901. 

no more than mere sport — no better than — AJax.] See II. rj. 1. 264 — 70. where 

children'8 play, as we say. . Hector and Ajax are throwing stones at 

61. WJuit purpose, 6^c.] What signifies, each other ; when Ajax takes up a mill- 
say they, such a number of fighting peo- stone, and throws it at Hector, which 
ple, if no lives be lost ? broke his shield. 
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The naked hand rages : few cheeks without a wound : 54 
Scarce to any, or to none, in the whole engagement, a nose 
Whole : already you might see, throughout all the bands, half 
Countenances, other faces, and bones gapingfrom their broken 
Cheeks, fists fiiU of the blood of their eyes. 
Nevertheless they believed themselves to play,and to exercise 
Puerile battles, because they can tread on no corpses : 60 
And indeed, for what purpose are so many thousands of a 

fighting 
Multitude, if all live? therefore the attack is sharper, and now 
Stones, gotten throughout the ground with arms reclined, 
They begin to throw, the domestic weapons 
Of sedition ; nor these stones such as both Turnus and Ajax, 
Or with the weight with which Tydides struck the thigh qs 
Of -ffineas : but those that right hands unlike to them 
Could send forth, and born in our time : 
For this race was decreasing, Homer being yet alive. 
The earth now brings forth bad men, and small ; 70 

Therefore whatever god hath beheld them, he laughs and 

hates. 
Let the story be fetched back from the digression. After they 
Were increased with succours, one party dares to draw 
The sword, and to renew the fight with hostile arrows. 74 
They urge their enemies, giving their backs to swift flight, 

66. Tydides.'] Diomede, the son of Ty- Vioo iUud lecti his aex cervice sub- 
deuB, who threw a stone, as big as two irerU, 

men could lift, at iBneas, and wounded Qualia nuno^hominum producit cor- 

him on the hip. II. €. L 303, 4. pora tellus. 

The poet applies these silly stories, 70. The earth now brings forth^ ^c.] 

one should suppose, rather to laugh at The present race of men are bad as to 

them, than any thins else. their morals, and small as to their size, if 

67. Bvt those^ ^cij The stones with compared with those of old time ; thus 
which the Ombites and Tentyrites at- has the human race degenerated. 
tacked each other were not such as were 71. WhcUever god^ ^c.] No superior 
wielded and thrown by Tumus, &c. but being can behold them, without laugh- 
such as could be managed by the hands ing at the ridiculous contentions of such 
of the present race of men, who are diminutive creatures, and hating the 
greatly inferior, in size and strength, to abominable principles which produce 
ihose Homerican heroes. them. 

6d. For this race, ^c.] This race had 72. Let ihe story, ^c.] q. d. But to 

degenerated even in the days of Homer ; retum to the story, from my digression 

for speaking of the stone which Diomede about Ajax, &c. 

thre w at ^neas, Homer says, 73. Increased voUh succours, ffo.'] Were 

— /jLtya fpyou^ 6 ov Bvo y* xufBp^ augmented by some auxiliaries. 

(p€poi€P — One party.] The Tentyrites. Comp. 

Oioi vw fipOTOi eicriv. sat xu. 115, note. 

A vast weight, which two men, such — Dares to draw^ ^c.] Ventures to 

as three are now, could not carry. II. e. draw the swords with which their auxi- 

1. 303, 4. liaries had fumished them. Comp. 

So Virgil, speaking of the stone which 1. 53, 4. 

Tumusthrewat^neas,^n.xii.899,900. 75. Urge fheir enemies.] i. e. The 
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Qui vicina colunt umbrosae Tentyra palmae. 
Labitur hic quidam, nimia formidine cursum 
PraBcipitans, capiturque ; ast illum in plurima sectum 
Frusta ac particulas, ut multis mortuus unus 
Sufficeret, totum corrosis ossibus edit 80 

^M^^^ ^a^ Victrix turba : nec ardenti decoxit abeno, 
/ Aut verubus ; longum usque adeo, tardumque putavit 

Dxpectare focos, contenta cadavere erudo. 
Hinc gaudere libet, quod non violaverit ignem, 
Quem summa coeli raptum de parte Prometheus 85 

D^avit terris, Elemento gratulor, et te 
Exsultare reor : sed qui mordere cadaver 
Sustinuit, nihil unquam hac came libentius edit ; 
Nam scelere in tanto ne qudBras, aut dubitea, an 
Prima voluptatem gula senserit. Ultimus autem 90 

Qui stetit absumpto jam toto corpore, ductis 
Per terram digitis, aliquid de sanguine gustat. 
Vascones (ut fama est) alimentis talibus u» 
Piroduicere animas : sed res diversa : sed illic 
Fortunse invidia est, bellorumque ultima, casus 95 



Ombitea, who had tornei their b%elu, 82. Or wiih sp&sJ] Or roaat the pieees 

and weie nmning away m £i8t as they of him oq spits, 

coiild. — So very hng, ^c.] Their impatience 

76. Who inhabit Teaiyra^ jf&] Tentyia- wa^ too great for them to wait tiie kin- 
orun, an island and city of ^fypt, near di}xskg voA buming of fire, and ihe tediou^ 
which theie wag a monntain covered piiocess of boiling or roastin^. 

with pahn-trees. — q, d. The Tentyrites 83. ChnterU wSh the rcttD cc^rocf^e.} They 

uiged, piessed npon, the flying Ombites. weie peifectly contented wiih eftting his 

TMs line shon^d stand in constmctipn dead body quite law, Cont^ta nere 

befoiie L 75. relates to the Tietrix twrba. 

77. HereJ\ Just at this jnncture. 84. Hence we ffw^ r^joioe, Sfe,'] The 
— One, ^eJ] One of the flying Om- poet addresses his friend Volu^ns : and, 

bites, in Ms over £ear ^nd haste, fell I do snppose, with an intent heaxy aa 

down, and was taken piisoner by the elsewhere, when he can find occasicm, to 

Tentyrites. sneer at the superstitious notions of his 

79. One dea4 numj 3fc.] They cut this countrymen, relative to their myihology, 
poor creature into as many pieces as partici^ly with regard to the &ble of 
they could, that every one might have a Prometheus. See sat iv. L 133, note. 
bit of him, sufficient &>i a taste. We may on this occasion, say^ he, be 

80. The vietorious rabbHfi, ^c] Or mul- glad that these Tentyrites oflbred no 
titude of the Tentyrites, entirely de- pollutijon to the sacred element of fire, 
Touxed him. by dressing human flesh with it. 

80, 81. Bones being gnaioedj] They 85, Whioh Prometheus, ^.] See sat. 
gn^wed and picked his bones. iv. I. 1 33, note. 

81. Nor did tkey boil kim.] Decoxit is — From the highest part of heamen.] 
singuUur, but agrees with turba (L 81.), From Jupiter himsel^ and brought it 
which being a noun of multitude, the down to earth. 

singular verb is best tianslated here in 86. / congratvlate the element.'] I wish 

the plural numbcr. So putavit in the it joy of its esci^pe fix)m poUution. 

nezt line. — A nd ihee, ^c] As lor thee, Volusius» 
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Who inhabit Tentyra near the shady palm-tree. 
Here one slips down, hastening his course with too much 
Fear, and is taken ; but him cut into a great many 
Pieces and particles (that one dead man for many 
Might suflSce) the victorious rabble ate all up, the bones 80 
Being gnawed : nor did they boil him in a buming kettle 
Or with spits : they thought it so very long, and tardy 
To wait for fires, content with the raw carcase. 
Hence we may rejoice, that they did not violate fire, 
Which PrometheuSjStolen from the highest part of heave^, 85 
Grave to the earth. I congratulate the element, and thee 
I think to exidt : but he, who bore to gnaw the carcase, 
Never ate any thing more willingly than this flesh : 
For in so great wickedness ask not, nor doubt, whether 
The first gullet perceived a pleasure. But he 90 

Who stood farthest,the whole body now consumed, his fingers 
Being drawn along the ground, tastes something of the blood. 

The Vascons (as the report is) using such aliments, 
ProIongM their Iives : but the matter is different : but there 
Is the envy of Fortune, and the utmost of wars, extreme 95 



I ihink thou mufit exolt in the ciieum- some of the blood on the ground, scraped 

stance as well as mjBell The intro- it up with his fingers, and then sucked 

duetion of these reflections, in the close them with great satis&ction, as afford- 

of his mock-heroic account of the battle, ing him, at least, a taste of his enemy*s 

makes very much £6r supposing that he blood. This mnst stand as a sufficient 

q>eaks ironicaUy here, as wh^ he in- reason, against all doubt, that the eaters 

iToduces Tumus, Ajax, and Diomede, of the carcase had the highest pleasure 

l 65, 6. in 80 doing^l 89, 90. 

87. He^ v>ho hore^ ^&] The man who 93. The Viiscons^ A people of Spain, 

could endure to bite, and champ between inhabiting betw^n ihe river Ebro and 

his teeth, human flesh, did it, no doubt, the Pyrenean mountains. They were 

with as much relish as he would eat any besieged by Metellus and Pompey, and 

thing else, especially as his appetite was redu^ to such necessity, that the Iiving 

shaipened by the malice which he bare were forced to eat the dead, but were 

th^ Ombites. at last relieved by Sertorius, a general 

89. Adc not, nor eloubt, ^c.] You need of Marius^s party. 

not question or doubt whether people, — As the report is.] As the story goes, 

capable of committing so horrible a as we say. 

wickedness as this, to glut their reyenge, — Using swch aUments.'^ Eating human 

had a ddight in it ; and whether those carcases. 

who were present at the beginning of 9LProlong^diheirlives,^W}aichoi}ieT- 

the meal, and so had their first share of wise must haye been lost in the straitr 

the flesh, felt a ^easure in devouiing ness of the si^, which oceasioned a 

it. B&vea^ £unine. 

90. 1. He who stood,'] He, whoever — D^erent,'^ But this was a very dif- 
he was, that stood &rtheBt ofi^ p^haps ferent thing from feeding on hmBanfledi, 
not being able to get through the crowd as the Tentyrites did, out of choice, and 
to the spot where tiie flesh was devoured, out of revenge on their enemies. 

till the whole was consumed— 95, Ewvy ofFortwi»,'^ The pow Vas- 

91. His fingers^ ^e.] He obs^rving eons were under the frowns of Fertune; 
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Extremi, longae dira obsidionis egestas. 
Hujus enim, quod nune agitur, miserabile debet 
Exemplum esse eibi : sieut modo dicta mihi gens 
Post omnes herbas, post cuncta animalia, quicquid 
Cogebat vacui ventris furor, (hostibus ipsis 100 

PaJlorem, ac maciem, et ienues miserantibus artus,) 
Membra aliena fame lacerabant, esse parati 
Et sua. Quisnam hominum veniam dare, quisve Deorum 
Viribus jtbnuerit dira atque immania passis ; 
kQ^. Et quibus^ipsorum poterant ignoscere manes, 105 

Quorum corporibus vescebantur ? melius nos 
Zenonis prsBcepta monent : nec enim omnia, qusedam 
Pro vita facienda putat. Sed Oantaber unde 
Stoicus, antiqui prsesertim setate Metelli ? 
Nunc totus Graias, nostraque habet orbis Athenas. iio 

Grallia causidicos docuit facunda Britannos : 
De conducendo loquitur jam rhetore Thule. 
Nobilis ille tamen populus, quem dixinlus : et par 




fickle goddess. See sat. iii 1. 39, 40 ; those that had died, and were almost 

. and sat. vi. 1. 604. and Hor. lib. i. ode ready to serve themselves in the same 

c<c,^x«J xxxiv. L 14, et seq. and ode xxxv. per manner. See Deut xxviii 53 — 7. 

tot. 103. Who of men^ §*&] All this waa 

95. Utmost ofwars.'] The utmost dis- excusable from the dire necessity of their 
tress which war could occasion. situation, therefore they ought to be for- 

95, 6. Eactreme misfortunes,'] The very given, not only by men,but by the gods 

last symptoms of desperation. themselves. 

96. Dire toant, ^c.] See above, note 104. Forces.] Viribus — i, e. men who 
on 1. 93, 4. had suiFered so much by exerting all the 

97. Which is now in question.'] i. e. The force of their strength and courage to de- 
matter which I am now treating, viz. the fend their city against their besiegers. 
Vascons eating human flesh. 1 05. Whom the manes, ^c] Who could 

97, 8. Ought to be lamenied, ^c.] Is not think of condemning a pe(^le under 

to be tooked upon as a crime, but as a such circumstances of distress, when the 

most lamentable instance of such a thing. ghosts which once inhabited Idie bodies 

98. As the naiion^ ^c.] The Vascons which they devoured ^must be supposed 
just mentioned above. to forgive thenL 

99. J/ier aU herbs, ^c.] After they lOf.ThepreceptsofZeno^S^c^JiewaM 
had consumed all sorts of herbs, and of the founder of the Stoics ; and taught, 
beasts, and whatsoever else the cravings that though some things might be done 
of their hungry stomachs had driven to preserve life, (pro vita,) ^ret not every 
them to devour. thing ; indeed, not any thing that was 

100. TTie very enemies^b{c.'\ Their con- unb^oming or dishonest 

dition was so desperate, and their fer 108.^ ^nto&rtan. ]TheVasconswere 

mished looks and appearance so shock- a people of the Cantabrians, in the south- 

ing, as to move even their enemies to east of Spain. 
pity them. See Ps. cvi. 46. 108, 9. Whence a Stoic.'\ How should 

101. TTieir slender limbs.'] The very such a barbarous and ignorant people 
flesh wasted frora their bones. know any thing about Zeno — whence 

102. Torefor hunger^ ^c.] They tore, could a poor Vascon be made a Stoic ? 
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Misfortunes, the dire want of a lonff siege. 

For the example of this food, which is now in question, ought 

To be lamented : as the nation, which I just now mentioned, 

After all herbs, after all animals, whatever 

The fury of an empty belly urged, (the very enemies them- 

selves 100 

Pitying their paleness, and leanness, and their slender limbs,) 
They tore for hunger the limbs of others, ready to have eaten 
Their own too. Who of men, or of the gods, would have 

refused 
To pardon forces that had suflfered dire and cruel things, 
And whom the manes of those very people, whose bodies 105 
They were fed with, might forgive ? better us 
Thepreceptsof Zeno admonish; he thinks not all things, some 
Are to be done for life. But a Oantabrian whence 
A Stoic — especially in the age of old Metellus ? 
Now the whole worldjias the Grecian, and our Athens : iio 
Eloquent Graul taught the British lawyers — 
Thule now speaks of hiring a rhetorician. 
Yet that people whom we have spoken of were noble : and 

equal 
In valour and fidelity, but greater in slaughter, Saguntus, 

109. In the age o/old MetelltisS\ Who Thule. Ainsworth calls it an island the 
lived before arts, sciences, and philoso- most remote in the northem parts, either 
phical knowledge, flourished as they do known to the Romans, or described by 
now. See 1. 93, note 1. the poets. 

110. Now the whole worid — ] Now The idea of such a remote and desolate 
leaming and philosophy are every where part of the earth sending for a rhetorician 
extended, and Orecian as well as Roman to reiine their speech, throws an air of 
letters disseminated. None, therefore, banter on what he has been saying, 
could now plead ignorance, and be ex- from 1. 107, about Zeno^s precepts, &c. 
eusable on that account, as the poor ya&- as i^ in such a case of necessity as that 
cons undoubtedly were. of the Vascons, precepts of leaming and 

•^The Grecian, and our Athens,^ The philosophy could countervail the calls 

Grecian Athens was the seat of leaming of nature, sinking under the extremity of 

and philosophy, from whence the Ro- hunger. 

mans received them, and so cultivated 113. T%at people whom, ^c.] The 

them, as to make Rome another Athens, Vascons. 
88 it were. — Were «o6fe.] In their persevering 

111. Eloquent Gaul^ jfc.] See sat i. L and steady resistance, to the very last, 
44, note ; and sat. vii. 147, 8. Some of in the defence of their besieged city. 
the Gallic orators came over to Britain, 113, 14. JEqtud in vaUmr and fideUty^ 
and tanght eloquence. ^c.] Saguntus was a city of Spain beyond 

112. Thde.l To determine exactly, the river Ebro, a most ^thful ally to the 
among so many different opinions as are Romans ; for when they had holden out 
given about the part of the world here against Hannibal, and were ahnost 
meant by Thule, is not very easy : some fiunished, rather than submit, they chose 
say it means Iceland, others Schetland. to bum themselves, their wives, and 
It is certain that it was the farthest children, which was the cause of the 
northem part known to the Romans. second Punic war. Virtus here signifies 
VmG. Oeoi^. i. L 30, calls it ultima military courage. 
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Tale quid excusat. Maeotide saevior ara iis 

jEgyptus : quippe illa nefandi Taurica sacri 
Inventrix homines (ut jain, qua) carmina tradunt, 
Digna fide credas) tantum immolat : ulterius nil, 
Aut gravius cultro timet hostia. Quis modo casus 
Impulit hos? quse tanta fames, infestaque vallo 120 

Arma coegerunt tam detestabile monstrum 
Audere l anne aliam, terra Memphitide sicca, 
Invidiam facerent nolenti surgere Nilo ? 
Qua nec terribiles Cimbri, nec Britones unquam, 
Sauromatseque truces, aut immanes Agath^rrsi, 125 

Hac ssevit rabie imbelle et inutile vulgus, 

The Saguntines eqnalled the Vascons noihing to fear, after having his thioat 

in the noble defence which thcy made, cut. 

and exceeded them in the slaughter of 120. ImpeUed these,'] i. e. These Ten- 

themselves and femilies, rather than sub- tyrites — what has driyen them to such 

mit to the enemy. excess of barharity ? what calamitous 

115. Eaxnms, ^c.] Such a thing as circumstances haye happened to force 
eating the flesh of dead men may stand them into such sayageness ? 
excused, if excited by such distress as — So greai hungeri\ Can they plead 
the Saguntincs were in, especially when the necessities of famine, like the be- 
compared with the slaughter made sieged Vascons ? 

upon themselyes, and all that were — And armsJ] The power of an ene- 

dearesi to them. my^s arms, to which they mast either 

— Egypt U more cnielJ] i. e. The Ten- submit or die, like the Saguntines ? 

tyrites,a people of Egypt, whose cruclty 120, 1. Hostile to a rampart.'] That 

we have been relating. are levelled at the rampart, or Irench, 

115, 16. McBotic aUar.'] An altar near which surrounds the besieg^ with a 

the lake Maeotis, sacred to Diana, where determination to destroy, and are calcu- 

they sacrificed strangers — which horrid lated for that purpose. 

cruelty continued till the coming of 121. Have oompelled fhem.] Like the 

Pylades and Orestes. poor people above spoken o£ 

116. Tauric inventreas.'] Diana Taurica, — So detestaJbie a monstrota ^Mg,^ As 
so called from her being worshipped by to eat a dead human body, pick the very 
tiie people^ of Taurica, where this altar bones, and lick the blood from off the 
was ; and therefore the poet calls her the ground. 

inventress of these cruel rites, wherein 122. Other displeasure^ ^cJ] The river 

strangers were sacrificed. Nile overflowed Egypt at a certain tima 

Or Taurica may mean the country of the year, and fertilized the country. 

itself, which is called the inventress, &c. If this did not happen, the Egyptians 

because Thoas, king of Chersonesus used to do some horrid act of ciuelty, 

Taurica, was the inventor of this horrid thinking thereby to provoke the river 

barbarity. He wns slain by Orestes, who to overflow the country. This was taken 

went thither to fetch away his sister. from the example first set by Busiris, who 

117. What verses deliver,'] You may, slew a man in sacrifice ; but it wa» the 
after the history which I have given you very man himself who proposed the ex- 
of the Tentyrites, believe any thing that pedient We have the story in Ovid, 
the poets have written on the subject of de Art. Am. 

cruelty. He alludes to Eurip. Trag. DidturJEgyptuscandssejuvantihusarva 
Iphig. in Tauris. Imhrihus^ atque annos sicca fiiisse 

118. NaOiing bet/ond.] Men are here novem, 

killed in sacritice, but nothing is further Quum Thrasilus Bttsirin adit^monstrat- 

done, such as devouring their dead bodies, qu^ piari 

and the like: therefore the victim has HovpitiseffusosanguineposseJovem» 
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Excuses something like this. Egypt is more cruel than 
the Mseotic 115 

Altar : for that Tauric inventress of a wicked 
Rite (as now you may believe what verses deliver, 
As worthy credit) only slays men : nothing beyond, 
Or more grievous, does the victim fear, than a knife. But 

what calajnity 
Impelled these'? what so great hunger, and arms hostile 120 
To a rampart, have compelled them, so detestable a mon- 

strous thing 
To attempt ? could they have done other displeasure, the land 
Of Memphis being dry, to the Nile imwilling to rise ? 
With which neither the terrible Cimbri, nor the Britons ever, 
And the fierce Sauromatss, or the cruel Agathyrsi, 125 . jf 

With this fury the weak and useless vulgarraged, ^ >f ' r. r ij^, ^/^Alc^ 

lUi Busiris : Jies Jovis hostia primtis, " impiety could they commit, to provoko 

Inquit, idJEgypto tu dahis hospes aquam. ^ the NUe to stay within its banks when 

Bj this we see that an human sacrifice ^ the country of Egypt is chapt with 

was offered to placate Jupiter ; this was '^drought ? " 

the first intention, in order to obtain an And Holyday : 

overflowing of the Nile. In after-times Bi^ what/act 

the Egyptians lost sight of this, and ex- Coidd they have more made their kind 

ercised act» of cruelty, thinking, by this, Nilus slow 

to irritate the Nile, and to make it over- To rise, and thsir pardCd Mempldan 

flow the whole country, Solebant ao- land ^''erflow ? 

colse immani quadam crudelitate illum 122, 3. Land of MemphisJ] The city 

ad inundationem irritare. See Mab- of Memphis (now Grand Cairo) was the 

SHALL, and Britan. in loc. grand metropolis of that part of Egypt, 

Or did the miscreants try ihis eonjuring and therefore gave its name to it. The 

spellj ^ ^ Nile there divided, and intersected the 

In Ume ofdrought to make the NHe to land in various places, so as to resemble 

siDeU ? Tate. the form of a delta ; that part of Egypt 

Having given the Ofonions of others was therefore called the Delta. 

on this passage, I now must give my 124. Oimbru] See sat viii 1. 249, 

own ; for doing acts of cruelty, in order note. The poet calls thcm terribiles, 

to obtidn a benefit from the river, which not only from their hardy valour, but, 

they might suppose to be already angry probably, from the destruction and havoc 

withthem,fromitswithholdingits water, which they had made of several of the 

appears to me very strange. Roman armies. 

I should think the poefs meaning to — Britons.] A hardy warlike people 

be, that these Egyptians, the Tentyrites, of Germany. Tacit 

had, without any necessity compeUing 125. Fierce Sauromatce.] See sat. ii. 

them to it, without any excuse to ex- L 1, note. 

tenuate their crime, been guilty of so — Affothyrsi'] A people of Sarmatia ; 

monstrous a wickedness, that they could they were named after Agathyrsus, a 

not have found out any other so likely son of Hercules. 

to provoke the Nile to withhold its The poet means to say, that the Ten- 

waters in a time of drought, and to tyritesragedwithafiercenessandcruelty, 

bring a &mine upon the country, by with which these great, mighty, and 

thus increasing the Nile^s unwillingness warlike nations nevor did. 

to hdp them. * 126. Weak and useless vtdgarJ] A con- 

So a late translator — ^ What worse temptible and worthless rabble. 

n2 
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Parvula fictilibus solitum dare vela phaselis, 

Et brevibus pictse remis incumbere testse. 

Nec poenam sceleri invenies, nec digna parabis 

Supplicia his populis, in quorum mente pares sunt i^ 

Et similes ira atque fames. MoIIissima corda 

Humano generi dare se natura fatetur, 

Quse lachrymas dedit : hsec nostri pars optima sensus. 

Plorare ergo jubet casum lugentis amici ; / ' 

Squaloremque rei ; pupiUugL ad jura vocantem tif fj[. 135 

Circumscriptorem, cujus manantia fletu / ' *^*^ 

Ora puellares faciunt incerta capilli. 

Naturae imperio gemimus, cum funus adultae 

Virginis occurrit, vel terra clauditur infans, 

Et minor igne rogi. Quis enim bonus, aut face dignus UQ 

Arcana, qualem Oereris vult esse sacerdos, 

UUa aliena sibi credat mala ? Separat hoc nos . . 

127. Aocustomed to spread, ^c.] Tliey griefs may be called a dictate of natare. 
made yessels of bumt clay, in which See Rom. xii. 15. 

they sailed upon the Nile a fishing. 135. Sqtudid appearance, ^c;] It was 

128. T^ sAor^oars,^c.] Theypainted customary for persons arraigned in a 
their little earthen boats, by way of court of judicature to appearinrags and 

~ omament,androwedthemwithshortoars. dirtiness, in order to move the compas- 

The poet mentions these circumstances sion of the judges. But as squalor sig- 

of their boats, to shew the contemptible- nifies sometimes, " the sorrowful and 

nesB and vanity of these Egyptians. " mouming estate of those that are ar- 

129. Ft7idapenaltif,Si;c.'] Inshort,the "raigned or accused," this idea of the 
baseness and wickedness of the Tenty- word may be here meant, at least inclu- 
rites exceed all power of finding any sively. See Ainsw. Squalor, No. 3. 
punishment or torture adequate to their 136. His defroMdeT^ ^c.] «. e. His guaiv 
deserts. dian, who was left in trust with his per- 

130. In whose mind^ 8^c.'\ They make son and estate during his minority, and 
no distinctions in their mind, between has cheated and defiauded him. Cir- 
the necessity which has forced others to cumscriptor means cozener, a cheater, 
eat human flesh, and doing this them- one that drcumvents or oyer-reaches 
selves from a mere principle of anger another. 

and malice. — Girl-like hairs, ^c.] The tendemess, 

132. Naiure oon/esses^ S[c.'] From the youth, and innocence of the poor or- 
evidence of what we feel within our- phan — ^his air, like that of a giri, long 
selves, we may gather, as from the con- and hanging loose, and dishevelled ; his 
fession of a fact the tmth of it, that nar smooth and delicate fece, wet with the 
ture has fiimished us with hearts suscep- tears flowing from his eyes, and his ap- 
tible of the tenderest feelings. pearance altogether is such, as to ren- 

133. Has given tears.'] Those outward der it almost uncertain to the beholders 
symptoms of sorrow and compassion, of which sex the suflerer is, who is thus 
which are given to no other creature. obliged to cite his iniquitous guardian 

— TTiis best part, ^c.] Because by into a court of justice, in order to obtain 

flowing in pity and commiseration, they redress. See sat. x. L 222, noto on 

bespeak the most amiable qualities of Hirms. 
the mind. 138, 9« ^n adult virffin, ^c.] When 

134. She commands, there/ore, ^c.] To we meet the funeral of a beautifol young 
sympathize with our friends in their woman snatched away by the hand of 



SAT. XV. JUVENAUS SATIRES. 181 

Accustomed to spread little sails in earthen boats, 
And to ply tbe sbort oars of a painted eartben vessel. 
Nor can you find a penalty for tbe wickedness, nor prepare 
Punisbments wortby tbese people, in wbose mind equal 130 
And alike are bunger and anger. Most tender bearts 
Nature confesses berself to give to^buman kind, 
Wbo bas given tears, tbis best part of our sense. 
Sbe commands, tberefore, to bewail tbe misfortune of a 

mourning fiiend ; 
And tbe squalid appearance of a criminal ; an orpban calling 

to tbe laws 135 

His defrauder, wbose girl-Iike bairs make bis 
Couaitenance, flowing witb weeping, uncertain. 
By command of nature we groan, wben tbe funeral of an 

adult 
Virgin occurs, or an infant is sbut up in tbe eartb, 
And less tban tbe fire of tbe pile. For wbat good man, or 

wortby 140 

Tbe secret torcb, sucb as tbe priest of Oeres would bave 

bim to be, 
Tbinks any evils alien from bimself ? Tbis separates us 

death in all the bloom of youth, nature Worthy to be initiated into, or to be 

bids us moum — we canH resist its im- present at, the sacred rites, which were 

pulse. celebrated in honour of the goddess 

This circumstance, here introduced by Ceres. 

our poet, reminds one of an exquisitely These ritcs were celebrated by night ; 

fine and tender passage on a like event the worshippers carried lamps, or lighted 

Hamlet, act v. sc. L where the Queen torches, in their hands, in memory of 

says of the deceased Ophelia, who had Ceres^ who, by fire-Iight, had sought 

been prematurely snatched away by after her daughter Proserpine, when 

death : she was stolen by Pluto out of Sicily. 

[Scattering flowers. Ceres is fabled to haye lighted those 

^ Sweets^ to thee svoeet^farewell! fires, which have bumed ever since, on 

*^I hop^d thcni ttxndcTst have been my the top of mount j^tna. 

^^Handef^s wife; 141. Such as the priest ofCeres^ ^c.] 

*^ Ithotightthybride-bedtohavedeck^d, None were admitted to the Eleusinian 

** sweet maid^ mysteries (for so the rites of Ceres were 

" And not V have strew^d thy grave, called, fiom Eleusis, a town in Attica, 

See Teb. And. act i. sc. i. l. 77 — 109. built by Triptolemus, who, being in- 

139. An infant is shttt up, ^c.] The structed by Ceres, taught the people to 
law forbad buming the bodies of infants sow com) but those, who by the priest 
that died before they had lived forty were pronounced chaste and good, fi»e 
days — or (according to some) before fi:om any notorious crime. 

seven months old, when they had teeth. 142. Thinks any evils^ ^c.] q. d, 

They used to bury thera in a place There is no real good man who can 

which was called Suggmndarium. See think himself unconcemed in themisfor- 

AiNsw. tunes of others, be they what they 

140. Less ihan the fire^ ^c.] t. e. Too may; his language will be like this in 
little to be bumt on a fiineral pile. See Terence : 

the last note. Homo sum, humani nihil a me alienum 

140, 1. Worthy tlte secret torch.^ i. e. puto. Heaut, act i. sc. i 1.25. 
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A grege brutonim, atque ideo venerabile soli 

Sortiti ingenium, divinorumque capaces, 

Atque exercendis capiendisque artibus apti, 145 

Sensum a coelesti demissum traximus arce, 

Cujus egent prona, et terram spectantia. Mundi 

Principio indulsit communis conditor illis 

Tantum animas ; nobis animum quoque, mutuus ut nos 

Affectus petere auxilium, et prsestare juberet, iso 

Dispersos trahere in populum, migrare vetusto 

De nemore, et proavis habitatas linquere sylvas : 

^dificare domos, Laribus conjungere nostris 

Tectum aliud, tutos vicino limine somnos 

TTtj*g|1^^ ^^r^i fidnfiui. : protegere armis 165 

Lapsum, aut ingenti nutantem vulnere civem ; 

Communi dare signa tuba, defendier isdem 

Turribus, atque una portarum clave teneri. 

u^ r^i:.^<' '-[ ^' '-/ ■' ''■■ 

i 142. Tkts sepamtes us^ ^c.] L e, This heaven, or the residence o£ the goda, is 

distinguishes men &om brutes, who know called arx coeU. 

nothing of this. Nos tua progenies^ ccdi quibus annuis 

143. And ^ierefore,'\ i. e, For this yery arcem, Mn. L 254. 

end and purpose, that we may sympa- 147. Whieh.'] i, e, Which moral sense. 

thize with olJiers. — Prone things^ ^c.] Beasts called 

\a, A venerable disposition,'] A dis^ prona, from their inclining, with the 

sition and inclination to peirtake in &ce stooping downward to the earth ; 

others' sorrows, is deserving the highest whereas man is erect, and looks upward. 

esteem and reyerence, and this has Here seems to be an imitation of Ovid, 

&llen to the lot of mankind alone. Met. lib. i. L 84 — 7. 

— dipaftfo q/*rfm«« ^Atngr*.] A capacity Pronaqiie cum ipectent animaUa otB- 

to apprehend divine things is the pro- ^a terram, 

perty of man alone. This is a yery Os homini sublime dedit ccdumque iu&ri 

great truth ; but, alas ! how sad an use Jussit, et erectos ad sidera tottere cul- 

the wise men of this world made of this tus. 

gloriously-distinguished &culty, may be So Sallust Omnes homines qui sese 

seen, Rom. i 21, 22, et seq. student praestare cseteris animalibus, &c. 

145. Apt/or exercising^ 4fc.] The in- quae natura prona, et ventri obedientia 
vention, understandii^, and exercise of finxit. Bell. Catil. ad init 

the arts, whether mechanical, or others, 148. The common buHdery ^c."] i, e, 

are also peculiar to man. Common nature, for Juvenal ascended 

146. We have dratVK.^ Traximus — i, e, no higher — the God of Nature he knew 
we have derived, as we should say. not. Compare L 132—4. See Acts 

— Sense.] Moral sense, reason. xviL 23 — 9. 

— Sent doum.'] Demissum — let down. — 7b them,"] i, e, To the brute crea- 

Traximus demissum seems to be meta- tion. 

phorical, taken from the idea of a cord, 149. Onl^ sonls.] Animas, a principle 

or chain, let down frt>m on high, which of mere animal life ; which is called the 

a person below takes hold o^ and draws spirit of a beast, EccL iii. 21. 

down to himself. — To us a mind 0130."] To us human 

— From the celestial top.Ji Arx sig- beings nature has not only given a prin- 

nifies the top, peak, or ridge of any thing, ciple of animal life, but also a rational 

as of a rock, mountain, or hill ; also a mind, by which we reflect, and judge, 

palace, temple, or tower, often built on and reason. The anima, or soul, is that 

high. See sat xiv. 1. 86 — 8. Hence by which we live ; the animus, or intel- 
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From the herd of briites, and therefore we alone having 

shared 
A venerable disposition, and being capable of divine things, 
And apt for exercising and understanding arts, U5 

Have drawn sense sent down from the celestial top, 
Which prone things, and things looking on the earth, want. 
The common builder of the world at the beginning indulged 

to them 
Only souls ; to us a mind also, tfaat a mutual affection 
Might command us to seek, and to afford help : 150 

To draw the dispersed into a people, to migrate from the old 
Forest, and to leave woods inhabited by our ancestors : 
To build houses, to join to our habitations 
Another roof, that safe slumbers, by a neighbouring 
Threshold, a contributed confidence might give : to protect 

with arms 155 

A fallen citizen, or one staggering with a great wound : 
To give signs with a common trumpet, to be defended with 

the same 
Towers, and to be secured by one key of the gates. 

lectnalmiiidfisthatbywhicliwearewise the night-time particularly, when meii 

above the brutes. Sat yi. 530, note. sleep, and, of course, are more exposed 

— A mutual c^ecHon.^ The end for to dangers. 
which this intellectual mind is given us, — To protect with anns, ^c.] To pro- 

80 fiEir as it relates to the purposes of tect in war, from the hands of the enemy, 

society, is, to incline us to bestow, as well a fellow-citizen who had fallen, or was 

as to require, mutual good ofBces toWards reeling with loss of blood from wounda. 
each other ; and therefore it disposes us 157. To give sigm, ^c.] When on an 

to mutual affection. expedition in time of war, to obey one 

151. The dispersed, ^c.] To collect common signal, given by the trumpet for 

men, who are naturally dispersed, and battle. 
bring them together into society. 158. Towers.'^ Turris signifies a tower, 

— To miffrcUe, ^c.] To depart from or any thing like it; so any fortified 

the woods and forests, the ancient abodes place. 

of the earliest ages, where men lived in — Secured hy one Aje^, ^c] To be in- 

common with the beasts, and to coalesce closed within the same Walls, and locked 

and unite in civil society. See sat. vi up in security by the same key of the 

1. 2 — 7. gates. 

153. To buHd houses."] For habitation, The poet, by what he has said, has 

instead of living in dens and caves, like shewn the great advantages of men above 

beasts. brutes, in having a rational mind, which 

— Tojoin^ ^c.] To join our houses to can direct thera to form societies, so that 

one another, for the greater safety alid by mutual help and assistance, they can 

convenience of the whole, against rob- sccure and protect each other. All this 

bers, wild beasts, &c. is agreeable to the dictates of their com- 

155. Threshold.'] Limine stands here, mon nature, and thusitought tobe; but 

per syn. for the house itself. such is tho comiption and depravity of 

— A contribitted conjidence.'] That by mankind, that, as the poet proceeds to 

thus joining houses (thc original of cities shew, there is little of this to bc found ; 

and towns) each might rcceive and im- on the contniry, beasts arc not so cruel 

part a coiifidcntial notion of safety, in to their owu si^ecics as men are. 
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Sed jam serpentum major concordia : parcit 
Oognatis maculis similis fera. Quando leoni 160 

Fortior eripuit vitam leo ? quo nemore unquam 
Expiravit aper majoris dentibus apri ? 
Indica tigris agit rabida cum tigride pacem 

Perpetuam : ssevis inter se convenit ursis. j j J ^^J?<? 

Ast homini ferrum lethale incude nefanda /t*''Atf V * j&t ^ 

\l Produxisse gjarum e st ; cum rastra. ftt sg.ry .ula tantum ^ 

u: Assueti coquere, et igarns ac yomere lassi a ^.Ji^C-H 

Nescierint primi gladiosrexQudere fahfi. 
Aspicimus populos, quorum non sufficit iraB 
Occidisse aliquem ; sed pectora, brachia, vultum 170 

Orediderint genus esse cibi. Quid diceret ergo, 
Vel quo non fugeret, si nunc haec monstra videret 
Pythagoras ? cunctis animalibus abstinuit qui 
Tanquam homine, et ventri indulsit non omne legumen. 

159. Concord of serpents^ ^o.] These the fonning of this mischievoas weapon. 
yenomous creatures do not hurt their own — Is littleJ] Is to be looked upon as a 
species ; they agree better than men now trifie, in comparison of what manldnd are 
do with each other. now capable of. See L 161 — 71. 

160. Spares his kindred spots.'] The — Whereas.^ Cum — although, albeit. 
leopard recognizes the leopard, and — Being aocttstomed^ ^c.] The first 
avoids hurting him, whom he sees, by his smiths set up their trade only to forge 
spots, to be related to the same species instruments of husbandry, and made 
with himself. nothing else. Coquere signifies, here, 

165. Bui, ^c.] The poet having, in to heat in the fire. AiNSW. 

several instances, shewn the harmony 167. Tired with maUocks, ^c.] They 

and agreement which subsist among the wearied themselves daily in making hoes 

most fierce and savage beasts, now pro- or mattocks, or ploughshares, for tillage. 

ceeds to apply this to his main argument 168. Knew not how, ^c.] So £blt from 

in this place, which is to prove, that hammering iron into swords, they did not 

the concord between these creatures is even know how to set about.it. 

greater than is to be found among the 169. We seepeopUy ^c] Meaning the 

human race towards each other ; and in- savage Tentyrites before mentioned, who 

deed, that man towards man is now so ate human flesh, and looked upon it as a 

savage, as to fabricate weapons for their speeies of ordinary food. 

mutual destruction, and this without any 172. Ptfthafforas.'] The £uuous philoso- 

remorse or concem. pher, who left his country Samos, then 

166. To have prodtuxd, ^c.] Lit. to under the tyrant Polycrates, and tra- 
have lengthened out deadly iron, &c. i. e, velled over India, through Egypt, in 
by drawing it out, with hammering it on search of knowledge. He forbad the eat- 
the anvil, into the length of a sword, a ing of animals on account of the trans- 
deadly weapon,and most fittal: the poet migration of souls ; he would not allow 
therefore calls the anvil on which it is himself to eat all sorts of v^tables, but 
made impious, as being instrumental to abstained firom beans, which he is sup- 
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But now the concord of serpents is greater : a similar 
Beast spares his kindred spots. When, from a lion, leo 
Did a stronger lion take away life S in what forest ever, 
Did a boar expire by the teeth of a larger boar ? 
The Indian tyger observes a perpetual peace with a fierce 
Tyger : there is agreement with savage bears among them- 

selves. 
But for a man the deadly sword firom the impious anvil 165 
To have produced is little ; whereas, being accustomed only 

to heat 
Eakes and spades, and tired with mattocks and the plough- 

share, 
The first smiths knew not how to beat out swords. 
We see people, to whose anger it does not suffice 
To have killed any one ; but the breasts, the arms, the face,i7o 
They believed to be a kind of food, What therefore would 

he have said, 
Or whither would he not have fled, if now Pythagoras could 

have seen 
These monstrous things \ who abstain''^ from all animals, 

as from 
A man, and did not indulge every kind of pulse to his belly. 

posed to have leamt from the Egyptian note 1 4, on this Satire. See also Ant. 

priests, when he was in that country, Univ. Hist voL i. p. 53. 

who abstained from beans, and thought According to the story of his life, writ- 

it unlawful to sow or look upon them. ten by Jamblichns, we may suppose that 

Hbrodot. Euterpe. neither Pythagoras, nor any of his fol- 

What, says the poet, would Pythagoras lowers, would ever reveal the cause of 

have said, if he had seen these Egyp- abstinence from beans. — It seems that 

tians, these Tentyrites, tearing and de- Dionysius the tjrrant, the younger, de- 

vouring human flesh ? to what part of siring to know the secret, caused two 

the earth would not he have flown, to Pythagoreans to be brought before him, 

have avoided such a sight ? who, so ^ar a man and his wife, who being asked, 

from holding it lawful to eat human flesh, " why the Pythagoreans would not eat 

would not eat the flesh of any animal " beans ? " — " I will sooner die (said the 

any more than he would have eaten the ** man) than reveal it." — This, though 

flesh of a man, nor would he indulge his threatened with tortures, he persisted in, 

appetite with every kind of vegetable. and was, with indignation, sent away. 

The reason of this strange piece of The wife was then cdled upon, and being 

snperstition, of abstinence from beans, is asked the same question, and threatened 

not known ; many causes have been also with tortures, she, rather than reveal 

assigned for it, which are fiill as absurd it, bit out her tongue, and spit it in the 

as the thing itself. The reader may tyranfs fece. Of Pythagoras, see Ovid, 

find many of these coUecteai in Holyday, Met lib. xv. L 60, et seq. 
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SATIRA XVI. 



ARGUMENT. 

This Satire is swpposed to haveheen written hjfJmenalwhilehe 
commanded in Egypt^ (see sat. xv. l. 45, note 2.) ; he sets 
/orthy ironically^ the advantages andprivileges ofthdsoldiery^ 
and how happy they are heyond others whom he mentions. 

Many have thought that this Satire was not written hy Jwoenal; 
hut I think that the weight of evidence seems against that 

Quis numerare queat felicis prsemia, Gralle, 

Militiae ? nam si subeantur prospera castra, 

Me pavidum excipiat tyronem porta secundo 

Sidere : plus etenim fati valet hora benigni, 

Quam si nos Veneris commendet epistola Marti, 5 

Et Samia genitrix quse delectatur arena. 

Commoda tractemus primum communia, quorum 
Haud minimum illud erit, ne te pukare togatus 

Lvne 1. CraUm,'^ Who tliis was does I have rendered the Nam si, as inarking 

not appear ; some fnend, doubtless, of the transition to the poet^B wish for hinn 

Juyensd, to whom he addresses this Sa- self. See Ainhw. Nam, No. 5, 6 ; and 

tire. Si, No. 2. 

— Can number^ ^c.] i. e, Can reckon — JProsperous oampsy (fcJ] Where peO- 

up the advantages and emcduments ple make their fbrtunes. 
arising from a military life ? 3. Let ihe door.l Let my first entrance 

2. Now since.'] The subject of the Sa- be attended with the good omen of some 

tire is proposed, 1. 1, though not entered fayourable star. It was a great notion 

upon tOl 1. 7. The intermediate lines, be- among the Romans, that their good or 

ginning at Nam si, &c. 1. 2, to the end ill fortunc depended on the situation of 

of 1. 6, are digressional, and humorously the stars, at certain times, and on 

introduce the poet, now eighty years old, certain occasions. Sat. vii 1. 194, 

and forced into the service as a punish- note. 

ment, wishing to enter into the array with — A /ear/ul beginner.'\ Tyro signifies a 

a lucky planet, as a soldier of fortune : fresh-water soldier, a young beginner, a 

the cheeifulneBs with which he soems to novice ; these are usually fearfid at first, 

bear his misfortune must havc afforded being unuscd to the fatigues and hazards 

no siuall disappointment to his encmies. of wai*. 
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AftGUMENT. 

opinion^ dnd tJiat there are manypassages 80 exactly in the 
style of Jmenal^ as to afford the strongest intemal evidence 
that it was written hy him, It may oe granted not to he a 
finished piece^ like the rest; hut if we only regard it ob a 
draught or design ofa larger work^ it is a mluahle hint on 
the oppression and inconveniences ofa military govemment, 

Who, O Gallus, can number tbe advantages of the bappy 
Soldiery ? now since prosperous camps may be gone into, 
Let the door receive me, a fearful beginner, with a favourable 
Star : for an hour of kind fate avails more, 
Than if an epistle of Venus were to commend us to Mars, 5 
And the mother who delights in the Samian sand. 

Let us first treat common advantages : of which that will 
Hardly be the least, that a gownsman to strike you 

It is to be remembered, that Juveiial, another from his mother Juno, here 

who had passed his life in the study of meant by genitnx. The poet, in this 

letters, and in writing, was sent away place, is again sneering at the mythology 

from Rome into Egypt, under pretence of his country. Comp. sat xiii. L 

of giving him a military command, but 40 — 7. 

indeed to exile him, for having satirized 6. DdigTds in the Samicm sand.'^ Juno 

Paris the player, a minion of Domitian. was worshipped at Samos, a sandy island 

See sat. vii. 1. 92,note. This was in a very in the Icarian sea, where she was edu- 

advanced stage of our poet^s life ; there- cated and married to Jupiter ; she was 

fore, though an old man, he might pro- said to have a great delight in this island. 

perly call himself a young soldier, un- See -^n. i. L 19, 20. 
skilled and fearfuL 7. Letusfirst treatcommon advantagea,'] 

4. An hour of kind fate, ^c.] One The poet now enters on his subject ; and 

lucky hour under the influence of some begins, first, with those privileges of the 

&iendly planet See Hor. lib. ii. ode mUitary, which are common to all of 

xvii. 1. l7, et seq. them, from the highest to the lowest 

6. Epistle of Venus^ ^c.] Than if Ve- 8. A goumsman.'\ Any common Ro- 

nus, the mistress of the god of war, were man, called togatus frx>m wearing a 

to write him a recommendatory letter in gown ; as a soldier is called armatus, from 

my favour, and this to be seconded by weariug arms — L 34, post 
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Audeat : immo etsi pulsetur, dissimilet, nec 

Audeat exeussos prsetori ostendere dentes, lo 

Et nigram in faeie tumidis livoribus offam, 

Atque oculos medico nil promittente relictos. 

Bardiacus judex datur hsec punire volenti, 

Calceus et grandes magna ad subsellia surae, 

Legibus antiquis castrorum, et more Oamilli 15 

Servato, miles ne vallum litiget extra, 

Et procul a signis. Justissima Centurionum 

Cognitio est igitur de milite ; nec mibi deerit 

Ultio, si justae defertur causa querelaB : 

Tota cohors tamen est inimica, omnesque manipli 20 

Consensu magno officiunt. Curabitis ut sit 

Vindicta et gravior quam injuria. Dignum erit ergo 

Declamatoris Mutinensis corde Vagelli, 



9. May not dare.'] No common man — WUUng to punish, ^c] If a man 
dare strike you if you are a soldier. will venture to complahi, he will be re- 

— Tho^ he.l Though he should be ever ferred to the tribunal of the military 

80 beaten by you. judge. 

— Lethim dissemhle.'] Let him conceal 14. A shoe, S^e.] Calceus signifies any 

it ; let him counterfeit, and pretend, shoe, but probably means here a parti- 

that he came by the marks, which the cular shoe wom by soldiers, which, ISce 

soldier^s blows have left, some other those of our rustics, was filled with nails 

way. at the bottom. See sat iii 247, 8, 

10. Nor dare to shew, S[cJ] Though the note. 

soldier has knocked the man^s teeth out — Larpe btiskins.'} These seem to have 

of his head, yet let not the man dare to been the upper parts of the caligae, as 

complain to the superior officer, or shew the lower were the calcei, or shoes ; for 

his mangled mouth. the caliga being a sort of hamess for the 

— PriBtor.'] The prsetor militaris was foot and leg, the lower part, or calceus, 

the general, or commander-in-chie£ See covered the foot, the upper part, or su- 

AiNSW. Praetor. ra, reached up to the calf of the leg: 

1 1. Black bump, S^c.] His £ace beat they were like our half boots, and in the 
black and blue, as we say, and full of front had the figure of a lion, or some 
lumps and swellinge. fierce beast. 

12. And eyes lefi, ^c.] His eyes left — At iJie greai benches.] The benches 
in such a condition, as to make it im- on which the superior magistoites sat 
possible for the surgeon to promise a re- were called tribunalia, those on which 
covery of them. the lower magistrates sat were called 

13. ^ Bardiac jvdge.] Bardiacus, or subsellia ; so that the epithet magna, 
Bardaicus, a military judge, something here, is probably ironical. 

like our judge-advocate in the army, who The poet means, that the complainant 

had the sole cognizance of all miUtary isreferred to a military judge, who takes 

causes, and of such as arose within the his seat on the bench in his military 

camp : so called from bardi, an ancient habit. 

people of Gaul, who wore a particular \5. Laws of oamps.] These complaints 

sort of dress, that was adopted by the were not tried by the civil laws and in- 

Romans, and used by the military. This stitutions, but by the old military laws. 

judge, being of the army, wore this -^The custom of Camilltis.] L. Furius 

dress, and therefore is called Bardiacus, Camillus, during the ten years' siege of 

which signifies, of the country of Gaul, Veii, a city of Tuscany, famous for the 

or dressed like Gauls. Ainsw. slaughter of the Fabii there, made a law. 
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May not dare. Even tbo'' he may be stricken, let him dis- 

semble, 
Nor dare to shew his teeth beat out to the prsetor, lo 

And a black bump in his face with swelled bluenesses, 
And eyes left, the physician promising nothing. 
A Bardiac judge is given to one willing to punish these 

things, 
A shoe, and large buskins at the great benches, 
The ancient laws of camps, and the custom of Camillus 15 
Being observed, that a soldier should not litigate without 

the trench, 
And far from the standards. Most just is therefore the trial 
Of centurions conceming a soldier ; nor will revenge 
Be wanting to me, if a cause of just complaint be brought : 
Yet the whole cohort is inimical, and all the companies 20 
Obstruct with great consent. Youwill take care, that there be 
Vengeance, heavier than the injury. It will, therefore, be 

worthy 
The heart of the declaimer Vagellius of Mutina, 

that no soldier should be impleaded with- regiment, as it were, will be against the 

out the camp, or at a distance from the man who complains against a soldier. 
standard, that he might always be on — AU ihe oompanies.'] Manipli, for 

the spot in case of an engagement : so manipuli, of which there were ten in a 

that if a man receiyed an injury, as in regiment, and answer to our companies 

the case above put, from a soldier, he of foot Here may be meant sdl the 

could prosecute him no where but be- common soldiers. 
fore the military judge, and that by the Manipulus was a small band of sol- 

martial law. diers, which, in the days of Romulus, 

17. Most just is therefore, ^c.] The when the Roman army was but in a 
igitur, here, relates to what the poet men- poor condition, tied an handfhl of hay 
tions in the preceding lines, conceming or grass to the top of a spear, and car- 
the trial of a soldier, which was ordained ried it by way of ensign. We have 
to be before a military tribunal ; no other adopted this term, and ofiken call a small 
had cognizance of the cause where a detachment of soldiers an handfhl of 
soldier was a party. Now as this was men. , 

ordained by law, and to prevent the 21. Obdmct.'\ i, e, The course of jus- 

military from being absent at a distance tice. 

from the camp, in case of a sudden attack — With great conaent.'] With the most 

froman enemy, and, for this reason, must hearty and eamest united opposition ; 

be for the public good and safety, it must so that, if you should have the centurion, 

be deemed highly proper and just. who tries the cause, on your side, his 

1 8. Nor uHU revenge, ^c.] q. d. Though sentence can't be carried into ezecution 
a centurion be judge, yet were I, sup- for fear of a mutiny, the soldiers band- 
posing myself a common person, who ing together as one man to oppose it. 
prosccute a soldier on good and reason- — YouwiUtcikecare^b;c.\ Yousoldiers 
able grounds, really to make out my (tota cohors — omnesque manipli) will 
cause to be true and just, I shall have take care, that vengeance, even heavier 
sentence in my favour, and, as &r as the than the injury complained o^ shall 
judge is concemed, I shall be avenged await the plaintifF, and that he shall find 
of my adversary ; but notwithstandiDg the remedy worse than the disease. 
this — Comp. 1. 24, and note. 

20. The whoU cohort.] The whole 2d.J7ie hearto/VaffeUiiis,^c.']Theve' 
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Oum duo crura habeas, offendere tot caligatos, 

MilHa clavorum. Quis tam procul absit ab urbe i 25 

Prseterea, quis tam Pylades, molem aggeris ultra 

Ut veniat ? lachrymse siccentur protinus, et se 

Excusaturos non soUicitemus amicos. 

Da testem, judex cum dixerit : audeat ille 

Nescio quis, pugnos qui vidit dicere, vidi ; 30 

Et credam dignum barba, dignumque oapillis 

Majorum : citius falsum producere testem 

Gontra paganum possis, quam vera loquentem 

Contra fortunam armati, contraque pudorem. 

Pra^mia nunc alia, atque alia emolumenta notemus 55 
Sacramentorum. Convallem ruris aviti 
Improbus, aut campum mihi si vicinus ademit ; 
Aut sacrum effodit medio de limite saxum, 
Quod mea cum vetulo coluit puls annua libo. 



fbie ihe man who could affiront a soldier, to denote a sharp man, well acquaintcd 

or Bue him for aa injrirj, and atten^t to with the ways of the world ; answering, 

plead his cause against him, must have in great measure, to the English word 

the resolution and impudenoe of th^t politie, which is £rom the Latin politicuB, 

brawling lawyer of MutLoa (hod. Mo- and this irom Gr. xoAir, a city. 

dena), who, for a fee,. would nndertake 26. So fnuoh a PyladesJ] So much like 

the most dangerous and de^rate Pylades ; alluding to Pylades, the finend 

causes. oC Orestes, who underwent all dangers 

24. Since you have two UgsJ] (WhicK with him and for him, and even ea^sed 
are now safe and sound) to he objects of his liie £6r him, when he went to Taurica 
mischief to the soldiers, who will kick to expiate his crimes at the altar of 
your shins with their clonted shoes, and Diana Taurica. See Eurip. Iphigen. in 
break them. Tanris. 

—Ckmmogt aciditrs,'] Caligat<Ni— having Whom, beside all I have been saying 

the caliga on their feet and l^s stuck of your own personal dangerB from the 

fiill of nails and spikes, hence called ca- soldiery, could you find such a friend, 

ligatL See sat iiL 222—48, and notes. as to expose his salety for your sake, and 

25. Thoiiscmds of naiU^ Each soldier enter within the camp to plead your 
having a great number. cause, or to take your part ? 

— So fdr from the ciiy,'] Who can be — Mde qfthe rampartJ] The Romans 

so foolish and ignorant, so unacquainted used to surround their encampments with 

with the ways of the world, and espe- yast heaps or banks of earth, thrown up 

cially with the manners of the soldiery, by way of rampart. The mass of earth 

as to venture upon any quairel with a which formed this might properly be 

soldier ? Quis tam procul absit ab urbe ? called moles aggeris. A person could not 

q, d, Who can be so ignorant of the get into the camp without first passing 

world ! this. — ^Who would, says the poet, ven- 

The expression seems proverbial : the ture beyond this for your sake ? 

people in a town, or great city, as Rome 27. Let tears^ S[c] Cease to implore 

was, must be supposed to know mankind with tears your friends to help you. 

better than rustics, who live in the coun- 2& AbotU to excuse IhemsdvesJ] For- 

try, and are usually raw and ignorant ; bear to solicit your friends, who, instead 

hence called inurbani, rude, simple, of complying with such a request, will 

homely. find a thousand excuses for not comply- 

So the Greeks used the word acrreios^ ing with your solicitations. 

(firom ocTTv, a city, particularly Athcns,) 29. When the jfudge sayt^ ^] But 
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Since you have two legs, to offend so many common soldiers, 
Thousands of nails. Who can be so far from the city ? 25 
Besides, who is so much a Pylades, beyond the mole of the 

rampart 
That he would come ? let tears immedi^tely be dried up, 

and let us 
Not solicit friends about to excuse themselves. 
When the judge says — " Give evidence :^ let him dare, 
(I know not who,) who saw the blows, say — " I saw," 30 
And I will believe him worthy the beard, and worthy the locks, 
Of our ancestors ; you might sooner produce a false witness 
Against a villager, than one speaking what is true 
Against the fortune of a soldier, and against his reputation. 
Now other advantages, and other emoluments,let us note, 35 
Of oaths. A vale of my ancestral estate, 
Or a field, if a wicked neighbour has taken away from me ; 
Or hath dug up the sacred stone from the middle border, 
Which my annual puls hath reverM with an old cake : 

suppose you could prevaU on n friend to -rrA vale.] Convallis signifies a yale 

go with yoxLf to be a witness for you in as valley, endosed on both sides with 

tiie cause, who saw you beaten by the hills, commonly the most £ruitful part ot 

soldier, and suppose the judge caUs on an estate. See Ps. Ixv. 13. 

the cause, and bids you produce your — My ancestral esiate.'] My &mily- 

evidence ; let any man, (I know not estate, descended to me from my an- 

who — I name nobody,) but let me see cestors. — He speaks as a common peiv 

the man who dares to swear publidy son. 

in the court that he sawthe blows giyen— 37. Or a fidd.'] Some other &yourite 

31. WorQiy tke heard^ ^c.] I will al- spot. 

low him to be a man of primitiye yirtue, If a wicked neighbour hath by yiolence 

i^elity, and courage ; such as resided in entered and disseised me of these. 

our great ancestors, who knew not our 38. Hath dng up, ^c.] If he hath re- 

modem effeminacy ; they neither shayed moyed my boundary. 

their beards, nor cut their hair. The stones which were set np for 

32. Ycm mighl sooner produoe, 8^e,] boundaries were held sacred ; they 
Paganus literally signifies one in, or o^ adomed them with chaplets, and eyery 
ihe cQuntry, or country yillage ; here it year offered to the god Terminus, on the 
is used in contradistinction to a soLdier. top of the boundary stones, sacrifices of 
It is more easy to bring a f^lse accusar honey, meal, and oil, made into cakes. 
tion, and support it by false testimony, This composition was called puls. See 
against such a one, than to bring a tme Ainsw. — And the cakes, liba. See ib. 
accusation, and to support it by tme tes- libum. 

timony, against either the property or — Middle border.] i. e. Which stood 

honour of a soldier — ^armati See ante, on the line between my estate and my 

1. 8, note. neighbour^. It was always reckoned a 

36. Of ooGis.] When soldiers were grieyous offence to remoye a land-mark ; 

enlisted, they took an oath of allegiance it was expressly forbidden in the diyine 

and fidelity to the emperor, to their law, Deut xxyii. 1 7. 

country, and to their generaL 39. An old cake.] This institution of a 

Now, says Juyenad, let us consider yearly sacrifice to the god Tenninus, the 

Bome fiirther priyileges of taking the god of boundaries, was as old as the 

oathfl as a soldier, and, by this, being days of Numa Pompilius, the successor 

enroUed in tho army. of Romulus. 
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Debitor aut sumptos pergit non reddere nummos, 40 

Vana snpervacui dicens chirographa ligni ; 

Expectandus erit, qui lites inchoet, annus 

Totius populi : sed tunc quoque mille ferenda 

Tsedia, mille morse ; toties subsellia tantum 

Sternuntur ; jam facundo ponente lacernas 45 

Cseditio, et Fusco jam micturiente, parati 

Digredimur, lentaque fori pugnamus arena. 

Ast illis, quos arma tegunt, et balteus ambit, 

Quod placitum est, illis prsestatur tempus agendi, 

Nec res atteritur longo sufflamine litis. so 

Solis praeterea testandi militibus jus 
Vivo patre datur : nam quae sunt parta labore 
Militise, placuit non esse in corpore census, 
Omne tenet cujus regimen pater. Ergo Coranum • 
Signorum comitem, castrorumque aera merentem, 55 

Quamvis jam tremulus captat pater. Hunc labor aequus 



40. A ddtor goes on^ ^c.] A man that 43, 4. Fatiffues — delays.'] When the 
has borrowed a smn of money continues term is begnn, and the cause is leady 
to refiise the payment for hearing, there is no end of the delays, 

41. Saying the hand-tDriHngs, ^c.] De- and of the uneasiness which these oc- 
nying the validity of his bond. See casion. Tedium signifies irksomeness, 
sat. xiii. 137, note. weariness. 

42. Tke pear, ^c.'] There were judges, 44. So oflen ihe benches^ ^c.] It so 
or commissioners, chosen to hear certain often happens that the seats are pre- 
civil causes among the people, of whom pared for the judges, and they don*t 
every tribe had three: there being attend. Stemuntur may here signify 
thirty-five tribes in Rome, there were, the spreading of the benches for the 
of course, one hundred and five judges, judgcs with cushions, or the like. See 
though named centumviri, from the Ainsw. Subsellium, No. 2. 

greatest number. 45. Laymg hy his garments.'] Lacema 

By the year (annus) here, we are to signifies a cloak, a. riding coat, and var 

understand a certain time of the year, rious other species of garments ; but 

when the judges sat to try causes ; what here, the robes or dress of the judges. 

we should caU termrtime. Annus pro- One judge, says the poet, lays by his 

perly signifies a circle, whence annidus, garments ; meaning, perhaps, that he 

a ring. Being applied to time, it de- goes out of court to do this, complaining 

notes the annual progress of the sun that he canH bear the heat Of Csedir 

through the twelve signs of the Zodiac, tius, see sat xiii 197, note. 

which we call a year ; but it may also 46. Fuscus, ^c] Aurelius Fuscus, 

denote the revolution of any certain noted by Martial as a very drunken 

time. fellow. He is always going out of court 

— Of ihe whole people.] Totius populi to get rid of his liquor. 

— i. e. when the courts were open to — Prepared,'] That is, for the hearing. 

the people at laige, that they might get 47. We depart.] By the strange avo- 

their causes heard and decided. cations of the judges for different pur- 

— Begin suOs.] The time of year when poses, the day passes without the cause 

the centumviri will open their commis- bcing tried, and the parties are forced 

sion, and begin to try causes, must be to go away as they came. 

waited for — this may occasion much — 7%6 slow sand^ 6^c.] A metaphor, 

delay. taken frora gladiators. See sat ii. 143, 
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Or a debtor goes on not to render money taken, 40 

Saying the hand-writings of the useless wood are void ; 
The year of the whole people, which wiU begin suits, 
WiU be to be waited for : but then also a thousand fiitigues 
Are to be bome, a thousand delays ; so often the benches 

are only 
Spread. Now eloquent Cseditius laying by his garments, 45 
And Fuscus now making water, prepared 
We depart, and fight iu the slow sand of the forum. 
But to them, whom arms cover, and a belt goes round, 
What time of trial they please, to them is afforded : 
Nor is the affair worn out by a long impediment of the cause. 
Moreover, a right of making a will is given to soldiers 
alone, 51 

The father living. For what things are gotten by the labour 
Of warfare, it was thought good should not be in the body 

of the estate, 
The whole govemment of which the father possesses. There- 

fore, Ooranus, 
An attendant of banners, and eaming the money of camps, 
His father, tho' trembling, besets. J ust labour 56 

note 2, ad fin. — ^lenta arena fori — ^for but this related only to what they got 

arena lenti fori. Hypall. — q, d. We, by their military services. This was 

the litigating parties, carry on our con- called peculium castrense. 

tention in a idow dilatory manner, see- 53. Wds thcyught good, ^c.] Placuit — 

ing no end of the vexation and delay of it pleased the legislature to ordain, that 

the court what was gotten by the toils of war, 

48. Whom anm oover, ^c.] q, d, But should not be looked on as a part of, or 

as for the soldiery, they meet with none incorporated with, their private fortune, 

of these dis&ppointments — they may over the whole of which the fiither had 

bring on their cause when they please. a power, so that they could not dispose 

50. Nor is the affair voovn^ ^c.] Their of it by will in his Itfe-time. 

cause is not delayed from time to time, 54. Cbran2C8.]Someyaliantsoldier,who 

till the matter grows stale, and wears had made a laige fortune in the wars. 
away by length of procrastination. Or 55. An aitendant of banners.'] Who 

res here may signify estate, goods, for- had followed and fought under the Ro- 

tune ; and we may explain the poet to man banners. 

mean, that they are not ruined in their '■^Eaming the money of eamjo&] Re- 

fortunes, as others are, by the ezpences ceiving his pay, and sharing the booty 

of dilatory proceedings, by long and when enemies were defeated and plun- 

vexatious delays. dered. 

'—Long impediment.} Sufflamine. Me- 56. Hisfather, tho'' trembUng.'] An old 

taph. See sat yiii L 1 48, note. man trembling with age, and not long 

51. A will^ ffc^ By the laws of Rome, for this world. 

a son, during die life of his £a,ther, could — Besets,'] Captat — wheedles him, in 

not dispose of his effects by wilL Sol- hopes of being his heir. See sat. x. I. 

diers were excepted, so that their last 202, and note. 

wills were valid, though made during ---Just labour, ^c.] A diligent and 

the &ther8 lifb, and though they even futhfiil discharge of his duty as a sol- 

exclnded thc fathers from iaiy share of dier, has advanced this man to afHucnce 

their eifects which they bequeathed : and rank. 

VOL. 11. o 
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Provehit, et pulchro reddit Bua dona labori. 

Ipsius certe ducis hoc referre videtur, 

IJt qui fortis erit, sit felicissimus idem ; 

Ut IdBti phaleris omnes, et torquibus omnes. 60 

57. And rmderty ^o.] And has amply 60. ShoM be glady ^e.] Shoiild re- 
lewarded aU the glorious pains which he joice in being distingmshed by militaiy 
haa taken in the service ii hit conntry. hononrt. 

58. Thk oertainljfy ^c.] a,d. It should — Trappinffs^ Phalarae-armn — aome 
oertainly be the piincipel stndy of a omaments wom by men of arma, who 
general to promote and reward the had distingniBhed thenuelTes. 

braye ; and that they who render the — Cbjbrs.] Or chainB of gold, wom 

greatest serviceB to their conntry by their abont ihe necks of those whose valonr 

Talour, should be most happy. See and services in the army had rendered 

AiNSW. Refero, No. 5. them worthy of military hononrs. 

Referre ipsius dncis is of difficult con- 9. d, It should be the pecnliar care of 

stmction, but seems equiyalent to referre the general, that all who have distin- 

ad ipsum ducem. goished themselves by their seryicea 

ForHis ancMe generdt*8 prudent party nnder him should be made happy, by 

To cherish vaUmr and reward desert^ bearing those miHtary honours about 

Drydbn. them, which are the rewaids of military 



8AT. XVI. JUVENAUS SATIRE8. 185 

Promotes ihis man, and renders its rewards to his glorious 

toil. 
This certainly seems to be a concem of the ofeneral himself, 
That he who shall be brave, the same may be most happy, 
That all should be glad with trappings, and all with collars. 60 

Yalour, and wUcli tend to its encourag»* Latin, I may yenture to Buppose that I 

ment Quis enim virtutem amplectitur have done all that can be ezpected from 

ipsam prsemia si toUas ? See sat. z. 1. it ; taste and genius must do the rest ; 

141, 2. these alone can assimilate the imagina- 

Having now finished my taak, as bx tion to that of the poet, 80 as to enable 

as JuvBNAL is concemed, I have to lar the reader to enter fully into the pro- 

ment, that it has not been in my power priety, elegance, and beauty of his lanr 

to represent this great poet in all the guage ; as a real inclination to what is 

beauty and excellence of his com')^ right and commendable can alone dit- 

sition ; these can only be known to men pose us to embrace that system of yir- 

of lettcrs, who can r^id and understand tuous conduct, which is so highly com- 

him in the original. If the homely mended, and to shun, with indi^iation 

dress, in which he must necessarily ap- and abhorrence, that system of vice and 

pear in a literal translation, shall be profligacy, so strongly delineated, and 

found to have its use in leading my so severely reprobated in the preceding 

readers to a correct interpretation of the Satires. 
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PREFACE. 

AuLus Pbrsius Flaccus was born at Volaterres, in 

Etruria (now Tuscany), about the twentieth year of the 

emperor Tiberius, that is to say, about two years afiter the 

death of Christ. flaccus, his &ther, was a Roman knight» 

whom he lost when he was but six years of age. His 

mother, Fulvia Sisennia, afterward married one Fusius, a 

Roman knight, and within a few years buried him also. Our 

poet studied, till the age of twelve yearsi at Yolaterree ; he 

then came to Rome, where he put himself under the in- 

struction of Remmius Pakomon, a grammarian, and Yir* 

ginius Flaccus, a rhetoridan ; to each of which he paid the 

highest attention. At sixteen he made a firiendsbip with 

Annffius Comutus, (by country an African, by profession 

a Stoic philosopher,) from whom he got an insigbt into the 

Stoic philosophy. By means o£ Comutus he became ac- 

quainted with Anneeus Lucanus^ who so admiredthe writ* 

ings of Persius, that on hearing him read his verses, he 

could scarcely refirain from crying out publidy, that " they 

were absolute poems/' 

He was a young man of gentiie manners, of great modesty, 
and of remarkabie sobriety and fh^aUty : dutiful and af* 
fectionate towards his mother^ k>ving and kind to his sisters : 
a most strenuous friend and defender of vutue~an irrecon- 
cileable enemy to vice in all its shapes, as may appear £rom 
his Satires; which came from his masterly pen in an early 
time of life, when dissipation, lewdness, and extravagance ' 
were cultivated and followed by so many of his age^ and 
wheii; instead of making them his associates, he made them 
the objects of his severest animadversion. 
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He died of a disorder in his stomach about the thirtieth 
year of his age, and left behind him a large fortune ; the 
bnlk of which he bequeathed to his mother and sisters ; 
leaving an handsome legacy to his. friend and instructor 
Cornutus^ together with his study of books: Comutus 
only accepted the books, and gave the money, which Persius 
had left him, to the surviving sisters of Persius. 

Some have supposed, that Persius studied obscurity in 
his Satires, and that to this we owe the difficulty of un^ 
ravelling his meaning; that he did this, that he might widi 
the greater safety attack and expose the vicious of his day> 
and particularly the emperor Nero, at whom some of his 
keenest shafts were aimed : however this may be, I have 
endeavoured to avail myself of the explanations which the 
leamed have given^ in order to facilitate the forming of my 
own judgment, which, whether coincident with theirs ot 
not, I have freely set down in the foUowing notes, in order 
that my readers may the more easily form theirs. 

As to the comparisons which have been made between 
florace, Persius, and Juvenal, (the former of which is so 
often imitated by Persius,) I would refer the reader to Mr. 
Dryden's Dedication to the Earl of Dorset, which is prefixed 
to the translation of Juvenal and PersittSy by himself and 
others,and where this matter is very fully considered. For 
my own partr, I think it best to allow each his particular 
merit, and to avoid the invidious and disagreeable task of 
imaking comparisons, where each is so excellent, and wherein 
prejudice and fancy too often supersede tme taste and sound 

judgment. 

However the comparative merit of Persius may be deter- 
mined, his positive excellence can hardly escape thereaders 
of his Satires, or incline them to differ from Quintilian, who 
says of him, Inst, Orator. Ub. x. cap.' 1. ^^ Multum et verte 
" glorue, quamvis uno libro Persius meruit.'^ 
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Martial seems of this opinion^ lib. iv. epig, xxviii. 1. 7, 8. 

** SsepiuB in libro memoratur Persius uno, 
^ Quam levis in tota MarsuB Amazonide.** 

On which the Scholiast observes, by way of note: ** Gratior 
^^ eat parvtis liber Satirarum Persiiy quam ingem volumen 
^^ Marsiy quo beUum Herculis scripsit contra Amazonas^ 

Nor were the Satires of Persius in small esteem, even 
among those of the most leamed of the early Christian writers 
— such as Cassiodore, Lactantius, Eusebius,St. Jerome, and 
St. Austin. This is observed by Holyday, who concludes 
his preface to his translation with these remarkable words : 
" Reader, be courteous to thyself, and let not the example of 
" an heathen condemn thee, but improve thee.'* 
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The design of the autkor tms to conceal his name a/nd 
qnaUtg. — He lived in the dangerom times of Neroy and 
aims particvlarhf at him in most of his Satires: for 
which rea^on^ though he toas of equestrian dignity^ and 
of a plentiful forttme^ he would appear^ in this Prologue^ 

Nec fonte labra prolui Gaballino : 

Nec in bicipiti somniasse Pamasso 

Memini ; ut repente sic poeta prodirem. 

Heliconidasque, pallidamque Pirenen 

lUis remitto, quorum imagines lambunt 5 



IAm 1. (MKdUmfowntain,'] A fountain 2. Hcvoe dreamedj ^] Parnassus is a 

near Helicon, a hill in Bceotia, sacred to *mountain of Phocis, in Achaia,in wbich 

the Muses and Apollo, which the hoise is the Castalian i^ring, and t^nple of 

Pegasus is said to have opened with his Apollo. It was a notion, that whosoever 

hoof: therefore sometimes called Hip- ascended.thishill,andstayedthereforany 

pocrene, from the Or. /mros, an horse, time, immediately became a poet It 

and Kprirriy a fountain. hath two tops, C^rrrha and Nisa, or, as 

The poet in derision calls it caballinus, others, Helicon and Cytheron, the for- 

from caballus, 'which is a name for a mer sacred to ApoUo and the Muses, the 

sorry horse, a jade, a packhorse, and the latter to Bacchus. Hence our poet says 

Jike. — ^bicipiti Pamasso. 

The poets feigned, that drinking of He is supposed to allude to the poet 

this sacred fountain inspired, as it were, Ennius, who is said to have dreamed 

poetic fency, imagination, and abilities. that he was on mount Pamassus, and 

Thus ViRG. ^n. viL 641 ; and ^n. x. that the soul of Homer entered into 

163. hiuL 

PandkenuncHeUcona^Zka^cofUusque 3. SuddenlffJ] i, e. AU on a sudden — 

movete. without any pains or study — ^by imme- 

Pcrsius means to ridicule this notion. diate inspiration, as it were. 



PROLOGUE 



TO 



SATiRE I. 



ABOUMBNT. 



hut a heggarly poet^ who vynte^ for hread, After this he 
breaks into theousiness of the first Satire, which is chiefiy 
to deery the poetry then in fashion^ and the impwimee 
of those who were endeamwing to pass their stuff vpm the 
worldP Dbyden. 

I HAVE neither moistened my lips with theOaballine fonntain, 

Nor to have dreamed in two-headed Pamassus, 

Do I remember,that thus I should suddenlycomeforth apoet. 

Both the Heliconides, and pale Pirene, 

I leave to those, whose images the pliant iyy-boughs 5 

4. Heliconides,] The Mnses, so called the sacred foontaiiiB : these, says he, I 
from Helicon. See L 1, note. leave to such great men as have their 

— Pirene.'] Pirene waa another foun- images set up in the temple of Ae 

tain near Corinth, sacred to the Muses ; Muses, and crowned with ivy, in token 

so called from Pirene, the daughter of of honour. 

Achelous, who is &bled to have wept Medoctarumhederapramia/roiUitm 
forth from her eyes the fountain called Diis misoent superis. 
by her name. The epithet pale may Hor. ode i. lib. L I. 29, 30. 

refer to the complexion of Pirene pale — The pliant ivy."] The-iyy bends,and 

with grief : or, as some think, is to be entwines whateTer it is planted against, 

understood figuratively, to denote the and may be said to follow the form and 

paleness of those poets who studied and bent thereof : hence the epithet sequaces. 

laboured hard to make their verses. See So, when gathered and made into chap- 

sat i. I. 124, and note. lets, it follows ezactly the circular form 

5. Those^ whose images^ ^c.] The poet of the head on which it is placed, easily 
feigns himself to be an untutored rustic^ bending and entwining it Some think 
and to write merely from his own rude that sequaces here intimates its foUow- 
genius, without those assistances which ing distinguished poets as their re- 
others have derived from the Mnses and Avard. 
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Hederse sequaces. Ipse semipaganus 
Ad sacra vatum carmen affero nostrum. 

Quis expedivit psittaco suum xa^pe ? 
Picasque docuit yerba nostra conari t 

Magister artis, ingenique larsfitor 10 

Venter, negatas artifex seqm voces. 

Quod si dolosi spes reMserit nummi, 
Gorvos poetas, et poetrias picas, 
Gantare credas Pegaseium melos. 



6. Touch 5^^.] Lambo propeily sig- 9. Tauffht magpies^ &ej\ The magpie, 
nifies to lick with the tongue — ^hence, to as we daUy see, is another bird which is 
touch gently or soMy. often tanght to roeak. 

— 1^ halfa doumJ] See aboTe,note on 11. The 6e%.J i. e. Hunger, whieh is 

I. 5. the teacher of this, as of many other 

7. Oonsecraied repositories, S[c'] i, e, arts — ^the giver of genius and capacity — 
The temple of ApoUo and the Muses skilful and cunning to follow after the 
built by AuguBtus on mount Palatine, most difficult attainments from which it 
where tiie works of the poets were kopt c»n bope for relief to its cravings. 

and recited. See Juv. sat L L 1, — C^mm»^.] Artifex-ici& adj. See 

Hote. AiNsW* 

, 6. YF%o^«^jEMdlt^,4A]BzpediTit~- — Demed WQrds»'^ This hu^cer is a 

Ut hastened.— -^r. (^. Who has made a great artistin thisway,afteachmgbird8 

parrot eo z«ady at speaking tJie word tbulterhuma&Iaiiguage,Ti1iidinatuitlly 

Xtilf(€^ ThisylS^eiaalTvaTQ^orthelike» i» dapifld them» 

was a salatatiiin among th^ ancients at The birds are, in a manner^ starved 

meeting or parting : this they taught into this kind of erudition, the masters 

their parrots, or magpies, who used to of them keeping them very sharp, and 

utter tbom, as qw W fi^aqueixtly tavght rewaiding them with a bit of food, when 

to speak some similar common wosd, oee they shew a compliaiice wiih iheir en- 

Mart. lib. ziy. ep. 75—6. deaToturs, from time to tiiBe. On this 
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Touch softly. I, half a clown, 

Bring my verse to the consecrated repositories of the poets. 

Who has expedited to a parrot his x^^P^ • 
And taught magpies to attempt our words! 
A master of art, and a liberal bestower of genius, lo 

The belly, cunning to follow denied words. 

But if the hope of deceitM money should glitter, 
Baven-poets, and magpie-poetesses, 
You may imagine to sing Pegaseian melody. 

piinciple we haYe,m our day, seen won- given it Bnt heie, in porticular, it ip 

derfiil tliingB, quite foreign to the natnre 00 called from its deoeiying these scrib- 

oftheanimals,tanghttohorseB,dog8,and blers into doing what they are not fit 

eYffli to swine. for, and by doing of which they ezpose 

The poet means, that as parrots and th^nselYes to the ntmost contempt and 

magpies are starYed into leaming to derision. 

speak, which by nature is denied them, 13. Ranen-poeU^ ^c.] Once let the 

so the scribblers, which he here intends gilded bait come in Yiew, yon wiU hear 

to satirize, are driYeninto writing Yei^ such a recital of poetiy, aa would make 

by their poYerty and necessity, withont you think that laYens and magpies were 

any natural genins or talents whatso- tumedpoetsandpoetesse8,andhadbeen 

eYer. , taug^ to receiYO their perfimnances. 

12.j|/*tft«^ope,4ai]Theflepo(«poeta, 14. P^cumm melodjf,'] They would 

who are without all natural genins, and 4o ihit with so much e&ontery, that in- 

would iherefore neYor ihink of writing ; stead of the wretched stuff which they 

yet, snch is their poYerty, that if ihey prodneed, you wonld ihink ihey were 

can once encourage themselYes to hope reciting something really poetiad and 

for a little money by writing, ihey mXi sublime, as if they had drnnk of Hip- 

instantly set about it pociene itsel^ (sc>e abOYO, note on L 1.) 

12. DeceUfid numejf.'\ Money may, on or had mounted uxd soaied aloft on ihe 

many accouuts, desefYe the epiihet here winged P^gasus. 



SATIRA T. 



. «- ■ 



ARGUMENT. 

*rhi8 Satire opem in/orm ofa diahgue letwem Pernm and 
afriend, — We Kmysuppose Persius to hejustsmted in his 
study^ and hegirming to vent his indignation in saiire. An 
a>equaintance comes in^ and^ on hearing the frst line^ dis- 
suades the poetfrom an undertaking so dangerous ; advising 
him^ if he mu«t write, to acconmodate his vein to the taste of 
the times^ and to write like other people. 

Persius ackmwledges^ that this wotdd oe the msam ofgaining 
applause ; hut adds, that the approhation of such patrons 
as this compliance would recommend him to was a thing 
not to he desired, 

'./^ PERSIUS. MONITOR. 

P. O OuRAs homintim ! o qnantum est in rebus inane ! 
M, Quis leget hsec! P. Min' tu istud aig^? M. Nemo, 

Hercule. P. Nemo ? 
M. Vel duo, vel nemo ; turpe et miserabile. P. Quare ? 
Ne mihi Polydamas et Troiades Labeonem 
Prsetulerint ? nugsB ! — Non, si quid turbida Roma 5 

Line \. O the cares^ ^c.] Persius is oaih amongthe Romans. 

supposed to be reading this line, the first — Nobody ?] Says Persius — ^Do you 

of the Satire which he had composed, literally mean what vou say ? 

whenhisfriendisenteringandoyerhears %. Perkaps two, q-e,'] It may be,re- 

it Comp. Eccl. L 2 — 14. plies the fdend, that here and there a 

2. Wio vnll read these ?] Says his few readers may be found ; but I rather 

friend to him — i. e, Who, as the present think that even this will not be the case : 

taste at Rome is, will trouble themselves I giant this to be very hard, after the 

to read a work which begins with such pains which you have bestowed, and 

serious reflections ? Your very first line very shamefuL 

will disgust them — ^they like nothing but — Wherefore ?] Wherefore do you call 

trifles. it a miserable, or a shameful thing, not 

-^00 you say that, ^c.] Do you say to have my writings read ? Are you 

that to me and my writings ? afiraid that I should be uneasy at seeing 

— Nobody.'] Yes I do, and aver that my performances thrown aside, and 

you will not have a single reader ; nay, those of a vile scribbler preferred ? 

I will swear it by Hercules — an usual 4. Pdydamus and tlie Troiads^S^c.^The 
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ARGUMENT. 

After this^ he exposes the wretched taste which thenpremiled in 
Rome^ hoth in verse andprose, and shews what sad stuff the 
nohles wrote themselves^ and encouraged in others, He 
laments that he dares not speak out^ as Lucilius and Horace 
did — hut it is no very difficult mxiMer to perceive that he 
frequently aims at the emperor Nero, 

He concludes, with a contempt ofall hlockheads^ andsays^ that 
the only readers^ whose applause he courts, must he men of 
virtue and sense. 

PERSIUS. MONITOR. 

P. O THE cares of men ! O how much vanity is there in 

things ! 
M. Who will read these ! P. Do yoii say that to me ? 

M. Nobody, truly. P. Nobody? 
M. Perhaps two, perhaps nobody ; it is a shameful and la- 

mentable thing. P. Wherefore ? 
Lest Polydamas and the Troiads should prefer Labeo 
To me ? — trifles ! — do not, if turbid Bome should disparage 5 

poet dares not speak out, therefore de- 5. Tr^s.'] So &r from its being the 

signs Nero and Uie Romans, under the miserable thing which you imagine, I 

feigned name of Polydamas and the look on it as ridiculous and trifling, nor 

Trojans, in allusion to Hector's fearing do I trouble my head about it 

the reproaches of Polydamas (the son- - — I/turbid Rome, ^c.] Metaph. from 

in-law of Priam, and who is said to have waters, which, by being disturbed, are 

betrayed Troy to the Greeks) and of the muddy, thick, turbid, as we say. 

Trojan men and women, if he retired If the people of Rome, says the poet, 

within the walls of Troy. See II. x» !• turbid, t. e, muddy, not clear in their 

100 — 5. judgment, having their minds vexed and 

— Labeo,] A wretched poet, who made disturbed too with what is written 

a miserable translation of Homer^s Iliad. against them, disparage any work, and 

He was a court-poet, and a minion of speak lightly of it, through angcr and 

Nero. prejudice, I desire you wiU not agree with 

VOL. IL P 
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Elevet, accedas : examenve improbum in ista 
Castiges trutina : ne te quaesiveris extra. 
Nam Bomse quis non — i Ah, si fas dicere ! Sed fas 
Tunc, cum ad canitiem, et nostrum istud vivere triste, 
Aspexi, et nucibus facimus qusecunque relictis : i^ 

Cum sapimus patnios — tunc, tunc ignoscite. M, Nolo. 
P. Quid faciam i nani sum petulanti splene cachinno. 
M. Scribimus inclui^, numeros ille, hic pede liber, ^ 

i 

them in what they say, or accede to their opinion, as might lead him to assent to 

opinion. The word elevet is metapho- it, contrary to his own opinion, judg- 

rical, and aUudes to scales, where that ment, and conscience. In this yiew it 

which is lightest is laised up, and signi- answers to what he has before said : 

fies undervalmng, disparaging, or, as we Non, si quid turbida Roma 

say, making light of any ^ing. Elevet, accedos, L. 5, 6. 

6. Nor correct, ^c.] Examen properly 8. WAo does not — ?] i e. Who does 
signifies the tongue, needle, or beam of not leave his own judgment and con- 
a balance, which always inclincs towards science out of the question, and su£fer 
the side where the weight preponde- himself to be led away by popuhir opi- 
rates — where this does not act truly, and nion? This is an aposiopesis: but I 
in due proportion, it shews that the ba- think the nam refers us to the prcceding 
lance is false : how Mse it is, and, of sentence to make out the sense. This 
course, how it may be properly judged view of it fumishes a &rther argument 
of and corrected, may be seen,by weigh- against trusting the opiniona of others, 
ing the same' thing in a true scale, or by since even they donH judge for theiu- 
a>true balance ; this will exactly discover selves. 

the deficiency. . — Ak! if I might say i'^ t.e. Alas! if I 

The poet, alluding to this, advises his were but at liberty to speak out plainly. 

friend not to attempt correcting one — Bvt I may^ ^c.] Persius lived in 

felse balance by another : he means, the reign of Nero, a dangerous period for 

that, if any thing should be amiss, which the writers of satire ; he was therefore, 

the people in general find fault with, yet as he hints in the preceding line, afraid 

it is not to be weighed or considered to speak out : but yet he will not quite 

according to their opinion, which, like a refrain : the objects of satire were too 

felse balance, is erroneous ; much less to many, and too gross, for him to be 

be coirected by their standard of judg- silent, and thereroie he deteimines to 

ment attack thon. 

7. Seek not thysd/, ^o.] i..6. Judge for 9. Whenlbave beheld ffr^yness,"] When 
yoursel^ by your own conscience and I have tumed my eyes on the grey hairt 
opinion, not by what other people say. of old age. 

The more ezact meaning of this Stoical — Ourgrame way oflife.'] ViTeie,here, 

mazim seems to be — You can judge of for vita, a Qrscism— tiiese often occnr 

yourself better by what passes within in Persius. 

you, than by the opinions of others ; so, When I behold, says the poet, the 

go not out of yourself, in order to diaw gravity and austerity with which we ap- 

just and true conclusions conceming pear to live. 

yoursell The Stoics maintained, that 10. TF%a^eoer we (fo, ^cl The manner 

a wise man should not make other peo- in which people employ themselves, as 

ple^s opinions, but his own reason, his soon as they have left tiieir playthings, 

role of action. and aie become men. 

The conscience is the test o/ev^ry mind; Nuces, Kt. nuts — and tali, little squai^ 

Seek not thysel/f tmthoutihysel/ tojind, stones, or bones with four sides — were 

Dryden. the usual playthings of children. The 

The poet seems to urge this sentiment nuces were little bsdls of iyory, or round 

upon his Mend, in order to guard him stones. See Francis^ Hor. lib. ii. sat. 

against such an attention to popidar iii. L 1 72. Hence nucibus relictis sig-> 
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Any thing, agree with it, nor eorrect a false balance 

By that scale : seek not thyself out of thyself. 

For at Bome who does not — i Ah, if I might say ! — But I 

may 
Then, when I have beheld greyness, and that our grave way 

of life, 
And whatever we do after our playthings are left ; lo 

When we have the relish of uncles — then, then forgive. M. I 

will not. 
P. What shall I do ? for I am a great laugher with a petu- 

lant spleen. 
M, We^write shut up. One numbers, another prose, 

nifies ceasing to be cbildren. See Hon. control my natural temper and disposi- 

lib. ii. sat iil 1. 171, 2. tion ? 

11. Relish ofundes, ^c.] Patruus is a — A great Umgher^ Cachinno-onis, 

&ther*s brother, on whom sometimes the from cachinnuB, a loud laughing, a laugh- 

care of children deyolved on the loss of ter in derision or scom. Ainsw. 

their father. The fether's brother, thus — A pettdant spleen.'] The spleen, or 

having the authority of a father, without milt, was looked upon by the ancients to 

the tendemess and affection of a fether, be the organ of laughter. See Cham- 

was apt to be very rigid and severe: bers, tit Spleen. Also the receptacle 

this was so much the case, as almost to of the atrabilious, or melancholic hu- 

become proverbial ; hence patmus sig- mour.' Hence, when people are low- 

nified a severe, rigid reprover. See spirited or melancholy, they are said to 

AiNSW. Hence Hor. lib. ii. sat iii be splenetic ; so when they are disgust^ 

L 87, 8. and out of humour. Thus Swift, in 

— Sive ego prave, his City Shower : 

Seu recte hoc vclui^ ne sispatruus mihi. ^Saurifring in coffee-liouse is Didman 

Comp. lib. iii. ode xii. 1. 3, where we "seew, 

iind, ^ RaUs on tJte dimate and complains 

Metuenies patrtuB verbera linguce, * " of spleen.'*'* 

See also the note there, in edit Delph. Our poet gives his friend to under^ 

The poet^s meaning seems to be as stand, that he canH take his advice to 

follows : suppress his Satires ; for that his spleen, 

" When I consider the vanity and which is of the petulant kind, and his 

folly in which we Romans (hie speaks in natural disposition to laugh at the follies 

the first person, as if he meant to include of men, make it impossible for him to 

bimsel^ to avoid offence) are employed, resist the temptation of publishing. 

from our first becoming men to our old \Z. We write shtd upj] Persius having 

age, and, at the same time, that pre- expressed his tum for satire, from his 

tended and assumed gravity and seve- natural disposition, and having asked his 

rity which we put on, insomuch that we friend what he shoidd do, were he to be 

have the relish or savour of morose un- silent, and lay by his intention of writr 

cle-guardians in our reproofs of others, ing — ^the friend gives him to understand, 

and in our carriage towaxds them, though that he may indnlge his desire for writ- 

we are in tmth as vain and foolish as ing, without writing satires — " Do as 

those whom we reprove, then, then I " others do, who indulge their genius for 

think I may be forgiven if I write and " writing on popular and inoffensive sub- 

publish my Satires, when the times so " jects, some in verse, others in prose, 

evidently stand in need of reproot" " shut up in their studies, for their 

— I wiU not.'] Says the friend — All " greater quiet and privacy, where they 

you say does not convince me that you " compose something in agrand and lofty 

should publish your Satires. " style." — " Aye," — says Persius, inter- 

12. What shall I dol] Says Persius — mpting him, " so grand as to require a 

How can I eontain myself? how can I " very large portion of breath to last 

p2 
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Grande aliquid — P. Quod pulmo animse praelargus anhelfet. 
Scilicet haec popillo, pexusque togaque recenti, 15 

Et natalitia tandem cum sardonyche albus, 
Sede leges celsa, liquido cum plasmate guttur 
Mobile collueris, patranti fractus ocello. 
Hic, neque more probo videas, neque voce serena, 
Ingentes trepidare Titos ; cum carmina lumbum 20 



** throngh tbeir period» and sentences, ^^Large of otr.] Capable of contain- 

** which are too bombast and long- winded ing a very la^ portioii of air, aad greatly 

" to be read by ordinary Irnigs." The inflated. 

Bpeaker uses the first p^rson plural — 15. DoubUess these to the people^ ^c.] 

Bcribinms inclusi — we — nous autres (as Persius, as we shall find, by using l^e 

the French say). By this mode of second person singular, L 17, leges, and 

speech, the pointedneseLimd personality collueris, 1. 18, is not to be understood as 

of what is said are much lessened ; con- confining what he says to the person 

sequently the prejudice and offence with with whom he is discoursing,but means 

which a more direct charge on the per- covertly to attack and expose all the 

sons meant would have been received. poetasters at Rome, who shut themselves 

HoR. lib. ii. epist. i. 1. 1 17. up to compose turgid and borabast poems 

Scribimm indocti, doctique poemata and declamations, to recite in public, in 

passim, order to get the applause of their igno- 

^ But efvi^Try desperate blockhead dares rant and tasteless hearers. 

" to wriie^ The Monitor had said — scribimus, L 

• " Verse is the trade of every Uving 13: hence the poet addresses him par- 

wight,'''* ticularly ; but, no doubt, means to cariry 

Francis. his satire to aU the vain scribblers of the 

13. One numbers.'] i. e. One pens time, and especially to those who exposed 
verses. themselves in the ridiculous manner after 

— -^no^Aer jwo«e!.]Pede liber — a peri- described ; not without a view to the 

phrasis for prose-writing, which is free emperor Nero, who was vain of his 

from the shackles of feet and numbers, poetry, and used to recite his poems in 

by which writers in verse are confined. public. See my note on 1. 1 34, ad fin. 

14. Something grand — ] The speaker and comp. Juv. viiL 220 — 30,and notes 
is going on witii his advice, and in his there. 

enforcing it from the examples of the I would observe, that in the arrange- 

writers of his day ; but at the words ment of the dialogue, v. 1 3, 14, 1 have 

grande aliquid, Persius interrupts him, followed Mr. Brewster, whose ingenious 

as though not able to bear such an epithet version of Persius is well worthy the 

as grande, when applied to the bombast reader^s attention. 

and fustian which were daily coming According to the usual arrangement, 

forth in order to catch the applause of whereby scribimus indocti, &c is given 

the vidgar. In this Persius has, no to Persius, he receives no answer to his 

doubt, a stroke at Nero's writings, some question, quid &ciem, L 12, but abruptly 

samples of which we met with in a sub- introduces a new subject ; whereas, ao- 

sequent part of this Satire, 1. 93 — 5, and cording to the above method, the Monitor 

L ^^ — 102. very naturally begins an answer, which 

— Which lungs^ ^c.] See note on L introduces the chief subject of thi» 

.14. The word anhelet is well applied Satire, and the poet as naturally inter- 

here. — Anhelo signifies to breathe short nipts, at the words grande aliquid, L 1 4, 

and with dijPSculty — to pant, as if out of in order to pursue it ; which he does by 

breath — also to labour in doing a thing describing the vanity and folly of these 

— and well denotes the situation of one scribblers, some of whom, at an advanced 

who has to read aloud the poems and time of life, when they ought to be 

performances in question. wiser, are writing trifling and lascivious 
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Sdhiething grand. — P. Which lungs, large of air, may breathe. 
Doubtless these to the people, combM, and with a new 

gown, 15 
White, and lastly with a birth-day sardonyx, 

You will read, in a high seat, when with a liqui^ gargle you 

have washM 
Your moveable throat, and efieminate with a lascivious eye : 
Here, ueither in a modest manner, nor with a serene voice, 
You may see the great Titi tremble, when the verses enter 

the loins, 20 

poems, and reading them to the people in — In a higli ^atl When anthors read 

public ; this, with every disgraceM cir- their works publicly, they had a sort 

cumstance of dress and manner. of desk, or pulpit, raised above the au- 

15. Comb^dJ] O crisped, curled, and ditory, by which means they could be 
set in an effeminate «tyle. better seen and heard. 

— A new gcncn,] Made, and put on, Liqvid gar^^ ^c.] Plasma, a gar- 

on the occasion. gle, or medicine, to prevent or take away 

16. White,'] Albus. This canH agree hoarseness, and to clear the voice. 
with toga, therefore some refer it to the 18. Moveable throatJ] Mobilis — t. e, 
man himsel^ as supposing him to look pliant, tractable, easily contracting or 
\^hite, or paJe, vidth fear and anziety, dilating, according to the sounds which 
for the success of his poem, and make are to be formed. 

it equivalent to pallidus. Hor. epod. — A lascivums et/eJ] Suiting the lewd- 

viL 1. 15, says, albus pallor ; and albus, ness of his look to the obscenity of his 

in one sense of it, signifies pale or wan. subject See Ainsw. Fractus, No. 4. 

AiNsw. and Patrans, ib. 

But I do not see why we may not 19. Here,] In such a place, and on 

read albus toga recenti, to denote the such an occasion. The poet having de- 

person^s being clad in a new white gar- scribed the reader^s dress, preparation, 

ment — lit white with a new gown. and manner, now describes the e£fect 

Hishair beingfirst hendt^d and smooth^ which he had on his auditory. 

and then bedight — Neither in a modest manner.'] But 

In a fair comeli/ garment fresh and quite the contrary, betraying v^ry inde- 

white. HoLYDAY. cent emotions. 

The Romans wore white garments, as — Nor with a serene voice.] Nor giving 

a piece of finery, on certain festivid oc- their applause with a calm decency of 

casions, as on a birth-day, and the like. expression, but with a confused and 

SoOvid: broken kind of voice, like people agi- 

ScUicet expedas soUtum tibi moris ho- tated with disorderly passions. 

myrem^ 20. The great Titi, §*c.] The poet in 

Pendeat ex humeris vestis ut alba meis, derision caJIs the Roman nobles Titi, 

A birthrday sardonyx.] This species of from Titus Tatius, a king of the Sabines: 

precious stone, sel in a ring, and wom a peace being made between the Sa- 

on the finger, was reckoned a piece of bines and Romans, at the instance of 

finery, which the Romans were very the Sabine women, he became a partner 

ambitious of displaying. See Juv. sat with Romulus in a joint-govemment for 

vii I. 1 42, 3. -^ five years. Persius means to exhibit a 

By a birth-day sardonyx, the poet contrast between what the great Ro- 

probably means a present that had been mans were in the days of Titus Tatius, 

made to the man, on his birth-day, of and what they were now ; hence calls 

this ring, which he wore on this occasion. them, ironically, ingentes Titi, the great 

It was usual to send presents to a person descendants of Titus Tatius. See Juv. 

on his birth-day. See Juv. sat xL L 84, sat iii. l 60, note. 

note. ^ — Tremhle,'] Are agitated with lust, 

17. Fotttt*t^mMi.]«.e. Rehearsealoud. at hcaring the recital of thc obsccne 
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Intrant, et tremulo scalpuntur ubi intima versu. 

Tun\ vetule, auriculis alienis colligis escas ? 
Auriculis ! quibus et dicas cute perditus, Ohe. 

^^ Quo didicisse, nisi hoc fermentum, et quse semel intus 
" Innata est, rupto jecore exierit caprificus T 25 

En pallor, seniumque ! mores, usque adeone 
Scire tuum nihil est, nisi te scire hoc sciat alter ! 

" At pulchrum est, digito monstrari, et dicier, Hic est. 
" Ten** cirratorum centum dictata fuisse. 



perfonnance, which enters their very pliments of his hearers, with crying, 

loins, as it were, and irritates their most ^ Enough I forbear ! I can endure no 

inward parts. " more !" 

21. Scratch'^,] i, e. Titillated, irri- —Ohe 
tated. Jam mUa est! 

— Tremvious wrse.] With the lasci- Hon. sat v. lib. L L 12, 13. 

vious verses, which are read with an Cute perditus has perhaps a reference 

effeminate, soft, and trembling accent, to the &ble of the proud frog, who 

snited to Ihe nature of the subject. swelled till she burst See Hor. sat iiL 

22. Dost thou, O old man, ^c.] Per- lib. ii l 314—19. 

sius, in this apostrophe, inveighs against 24. ^ Unless this /hvient^''] The old 

these lascivious old fellows, who wrote man answers — ^To what purpose, then, 

such poems as are before mentioned. is all my study and pains to ezoel in 

Dost thou, who art old enough to be this kind of writing, miless they i^pear 

wiser, put together such obscene and thus,andshewthemselvesintheir effects 

filihy stuff, in order to become food for on myself and hearers ? In vain would 

the ears of your libidinous hearers ? you mix leaven with the dough of which 

23. For ears, ^c.] He repeats the bread is made, unless it ferments and 
word auriculis, in order to make his lightens the mass ; so all my science 
reproof the more striking. would be vain, if it lay dormant and 

— To which even ihon, S[cJ] The poefs quiet within me, and did not shew itself 

imitations of Horace, in all his Satires, visibly to others, by being productive of 

are very evident ; in none more than in such compositions which raise such a 

this line. There can be little doubt ferment in the minds of my hearers. 

that Persius had in his eye that passage Fermentum here is metaphorical. 

of HoRACE, lib. ii. sat V. L 96 — 8. — **-4wrf what (mce^'' ^c] In order to 

Importunus dmat laudari? donec ohe understand this line, we are to observe, 

jam! that the caprificus was a sort of wild 

Ad codum manibus sublatis diceerit, fig-tree, which grew about walls and 

urffe, et other buildings ; and by shooting its 

OrescefOem iumidis infla sermonibus branches into the joints of them, burst 

utrem, a passage through them, and, in tune, 

— Shotdd lust weakened and destroyed them. See 

Of emvfiy glory be the blockhead^s yust, Juv. sat x. L 145, note. 

Indidge his eager appetite and puff The apologist &rther illustrates his 

The glowing Ifladder with inspiring meaning, by comparing his natural, as 

stu^; well as acquired talents, to the caprifi- 

Tm he, fvith hands upl^ted to the skies, cns — these having bnce taken root with- 

Enough! Enough! in glutted rapture in, will burst forth, through the inmost 

cries, Francis. recesses of the mind, to the observation 

Thus PersiuB represents the reciter of of all, as the eaprificus does through the 

the obscene verses to be so flattered, as clefts of rocks, or stone-qiiarries, or 

to be ready to burst with the vanity stone-walls : and, *^ unless this were the 

created within him ; so that he is forced *^ case, what good would these inbred 

to stop the fulsome applause and com- **talentsdome?** Theandentsreckoned 
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And when tbeinwardsare scratchMwith the tremalousyerse. 
Dost thou, old man, collect food for the ears of others ? 
For ears, to which even thou, in skin destroyM, may^st say — 
" Euough.'' 
'' For what purpose to have learnt, unless this ferment, 
" and what once 
" Is within innate, the wild fig-tree, should come forth from 
" the bursten liver r' 25 

Lo, paleness and old-age ! manners ! is your knowing, 
then, 
Altogether nothing, unless another should know that you 
know it ? 
" But it is pleasant to be shewn with the finger, and to 
" be said— This is he;' 
" For thee tohave been the exercisesof an hundred curl-pates, 

the liver as the seat of the concupiBcible the world of it ? have you no pleasure 

and iiascible pa8sion& See Juv. sat. L or satis&ction in what you know, with- 

L 45, note. Here Persius uses the word out you exert a principle of vain glory, 

jecore for the inward mental part, which by cultivating the applause of others ? 

contained the genius and talents of the Is this the end of your study and appli- 

poet, and was to be broken through by cation ? Scire tuum — t. e, scientia tua. 

the energy of their exertions. Grsecism. Comp. istud yiyere, L 9. 

26. Lo, paleness and cld-age /] These 28. ** Shewn wiih the Jinffer,^'*'} Here is 
words are by some supposed to be the an ironical prolepsis — the poet antici- 
end of the apologist^s speech, as if he pates some of the pleas of these writers 
had said — See how pale I am with study for their {nroceedings. It is a plcasant 
and application, and that in my old-age, thing, perhaps, you may say, to be so 
a time of life when others retire from famous for one^s writings, as to be 
labour — and shall I meet with no reward pointed at as one goes along by the pas- 
for all this ? sers by, and to hear them say, " That^s 

Others suppose the words to be the " he " — " thafs the famous poet." 
reply of Persius, and a continuation of Horace disgraces one of his finest odes, 

his reproo£ " Lo, paleness of counte- by mentioning, with pleasure, such a 

" nance and old-age ! and yet thou dost piece of vanity — 
^ not cease firom such vain toils !" See Quod monstror digito pratereufiHum 
Juv. vii. 96, 7. RoTuana Jidicen lyrcB. 

— O manners /] Like that of Tully— Ode iiL Ub. iv. L 22, 3. 

tempora ! mores ! Cicero, Tusc. v. 36, mentions it as 

q, d, What are we come to I what an instance of great weakness in De- 

can we say of the manners of the times, mosthenes, in that he professed himself 

when an old fellow can write such ob- much pleased with hearing a poor girl, 

scenity, and can find hearers to approve who was carrying water, say to another, 

his repetition of it ! as he passed by, " There, thafs the fer 

27. AUogetker nothing, unless, ^0."] "mous Dcmosthenes.'* — "Quid hoc le:^ 
Persius here imitates a passage of Lu- " vius ?" says Tully — " At quantus ora- 
cilius. " tor ? — Sed apud alios loqui videlicet 

Id me " didicerat, non multum ipse seciun." 

Nolo scire mihi cujus sum consdu'' solus^ 29. The ejcercises, ^c.] Dictata. Pre- 

Ne damnum/aciam. Scire est nescire, cepts or instructions of any kind — parti- 

nisi id me cularly, and most frequently, lessons 

Scire alius sciret, which the master pronounceth to his 

What, says Persiu8,is all your science, scholars ; school-boys^ exercises. Ainsw. 

then, nothing worth, unless you tell all The poet continues his banter — 



V 



V. 
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" Pro niliilo pendas V — Ecce, inter pocula, quserunt 30 

Romulidse saturi, quid dia poemata narrent ! 

Hic aliquis, cui circum humeros hyacinthina IsBua est, 

(Rancidulum quiddam balba de nare locutus,) 

Phyllidas, Hypsipylas, vatum et plorabile si quid, 

Eliqua^t ; et tenero supplantat verba palato, 35 

Assensere viri — Nunc non cinis ille poetse 

Felix ? nunc levior cippus non imprimit ossa i 

Laudant convivse — Hunc non e manibus illis, 

Nunc non e tumulo, fortunataque favilla, 

Nascentur violse i Rides, ait, et nimis uncis 40 



Is it nothing, think you, to have your peated Bomething of the obscene or filthy 

verses tav^ht to the children of tJie no- kind, though with a bad voice, uttcred 

bles at school ; to have an hundred such through his nose by way of pre£cice to 

boys getting them by heart, and repeating what follo ws. 

them as their lessons, or writing themes 34. Phylisses.^ Phyllis, the daughter 

on passages of your works ? The poet, of Lycurgus, who fell in love with De- 

here, has a fling at the emperor Nero, mophoon, the son of Theseus, on his re- 

who ordered his poems to be taught in tum firom Troy, and entertained him at 

the schools for youth. bed and board. He, after some time, 

'29. Curl-pates.'] i. e. The young nobi- going firom her, promised to retum 

lity, so called, from having their hair again ; but not performing his promise, 

dressed and curled in a particular man- she hanged herself upon an ahnond- 

ner. * tree. 

30. 31. Satiated Romans^ ^c.] He -^HypsipyhB.] Hypsipyle was the 
calls the Roman nobility, RomuUdae, daughter of Thoas, and queen of Lem- 
dim. from Romulus, their great progeni- nos, who, when all the women in the 
tor ; and he means hereby to insinuate, isl^d slew their male kindred, preserved 
sarcastically, their declension and defeo- her &ther ; for which pious deed she 
tion from the sober and virtuous man- was banished. She entertained Jason 
ners of their ancestors. Comp. Juv. in his way to Colchos, and had twins 
sat. i. L 100, note. by him. 

Here we see them at table, gorman- The poet mentions the names of these 

dizing, and iilled with eating and drink- women in the plural number ; by which 

ing ; then calling for somebody to repeat we may understand, that he means any 

passages from the writings of poets for women of such sort of character, who 

their entertainment, or perhaps that they have suffered by their amours in some 

might inquire into the merit of them. ^ disastrous way or other, and have been 

31. Divine poems.] Dia, from Gr. 8tos, made subjects of verse. Eliquo signifies 
divinus. The sdence of poetry was to melt down, or make liquid. Hence, 
reckoned divine ; but the poet^s use of to sing, or speak sofdy and effeminately. 
the epithet, in this place, is ironical, Ainsw. 

meaning to satirize those productions — Some lamentable matter^ S^c."] Some 

which these Romulidae saturi were so moumful love-tale, either invented or 

pleased with. Quid narrent — t. e. what related by the poets. 
they may contain and set forth. 35. Supplants words, ^c.] He does not 

32. Here.'] i. e. Upon this occasion. utter the words in a plain, manly man- 
— Some one, Sfc.'] Some noble and d&- ner, but minces and trips them up, as it 

licate person, dressed in a violet-coloured were, in their way through his palate, 

garment, which was a sign of effemi- to make them sound the more apposite 

nacy, and greatly in fashion among such to the tendcr subject ^, 

of the Roman nobility who were the A metaphor, from wrestfei^ij who, 

beaux of the time. when they trip up their antagonifftV^G 

33. Some^ng rankish, ^c.] ». e. Re- said — supplantare. ^ 
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"Dost thou esteem as nothingr'' Lo, among their cups, the 

satiated 30 

Bomans inquire, what divine poems may relate. 
Here, some one, who has round his shoulders a hyacinthine 

cloak, 
(Having spoken something rankisb from a snuffling nostril,) 
If he hath gently sung Phyllises, Hypsipylae, and some 

lamentahle matter •* 

Of the poets, and supplants words with a tender palate, 35 
The men have assented : naw are not the ashes of that poet 
Happy ? now does not a lighter hillock mark his hones ? 
The guests praise : now will there not from those manes, 
Now will there not from the tomh, and the fortunate ember, 
Violets spring up? — You laugh, says he, and too much 

indulge 40 



His refining throcU 39. From the tomb.'] TumuliiB signifies 

FritterSf aaid mdts^ and minces evPry note. an hillock, or heap of earth ; sJso a 

Brbwster. ^ tomb, grave, or sepulchre. Ainsw. 

Hisdaintffpcdaietrippingforthhiswords, — Fortunaie emberj] Faviila (firom 

HoLYDAY. ^av», to shine) a hot emher ; the white 

36. The men have assented.] The poet ashes wherein the fire is raked up. 
uses the word yiri here as a mark of Here it means the embers of the fu- 
censure — ^that those who were called neral pile, some of which were mixed 
men, should be delightcd with such with the bones in the um. 

verses, so repeated. 40. Violets spring up,'\ It was usual 

They all assented to the approbation araong the Greeks and Romans, when 

given by some of the company. they would extol a living person, to 

— A^ies of that poet, ^c.] Cinis ille speak of flowers springing up under his 

poetae — i. e, cinis illius poetae. Hypal- footsteps ; and of the &.vouied dead, to 

lage. It was the custom to bum the speak of sweet-smelling flowers growing 

bodies of the dead, and to gather up over their graves. Perhaps this idea was 

their ashes, and put them into ums, in first derived firom the custom of strewing 

order to preserve them. flowers in the way of eminent pcrsons 

To be sure, the very ashes of a poet, as they walked along, and of strewing 

thus approved by a set of drunken peo- flowers over the graves of the departed. 

ple, must be happy ! Iron. , It is easy to see that Persius is jeering 

37. LigMer hiUock,'\ Cippus is a grave- the person to whom he is speaking, when 
stone, or monument ; also a little hill of he mentions the above circumstances of 
earth, such as are raised over graves. honour and happiness, attending the 

This line alludes to the usual super- writers of such verses, as are repeated 

stitiouswishwhichtheRomanscxpressed to, and approved by, a set of drunken 

for a deceased friend — Sit tibi terra le- libertines at a feast 

vis — ^may the earth be light upon thee ! Juvenal, on another occasion, has col- 

The cippuB marked the grave. lccted all the above ideas, as the gifts of 

38. The guests praise.] Now they all the gods to the good and worthy. Sat. 
break forth into the highest commendar vii. 1. 207, 208. 

tion. — You laugh^ says he, ^c.] The de- 

— Manes.] Signifies the spirit, or fender of such writings is not a littlc 

ghost, of one departed — sometimes what hurt with the ironical sneer of Persius. 

we call the remains, or dead body. 0, says the galled poet, you are laughing 

Sepulchra dimta, nudati manes, Liv. all this while ; you are too severe upon 

and this seems the sense of it here. us. 
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Naribus indulges. An erit qui velle recuset 
Os populi meruisse ? et cedro digna locutus, 
Linqnere nec scombros metuentia carmina, nec thus i 

Quisque es, o modo quem ex adverso dicere feci, 
Non ego, cum scribo, si forte quid aptius exit, 45 

(Quando hsec rara avis est,) si quid tamen aptius exit, 
Laudari metuam : neque enim mihi cornea fibra est. 
Sed recti finemque extremumque esse recuso 
Euge tuum et Belle : nam Belle hoc excute totum : 
Quid non intus habet ? Non hic est Ilias Acci, 50 

Ebria veratro i Non si qua elegidia crudi 
Dictarunt proceres ? Non quicquid denique lectis 
Scribitur in citreis ?— Oalidum scis ponere sumen : 
Scis comitem horridulum trita douare lacerna ; 
Et verum, inquis, amo ; verum mihi dicite de me. 55 



41. Hoohed nodrtls.'] Uncis naribus, here, after baying seyerely satirized a 
indnlges — a phrase for indulging scom desire of &lse praise, and empty com- 
and sneering ; taken firom the wrinkled mendation of what really deserves no 
and distorted shape assmned by the nose praise at aU, now allows, that praise, 
on such occasions. Thus Hon. lib. i where properly bestowed, is not to be 
sat. yi L 5, where he is obserying, ihat despised. 

^ Maecenas does not, as too many are apt — Made to speak, jfc} «. e. Whom I 

** to do, look with scom and contempt haye been setting up as a supposed ad- 

*• on people of obscure birth," expresses yersary, or opponent, in this dispute. 

, himself in this manner : Whosoeyer thou art, that findest what 

Nec I have been saying applicable to thy- 

UtpUrique soUnt^nasosuspendisadunoo self, let me confess to thee, that — 

Ignotos, 45. /, when I write^ ^ci\ t. e, When 

The ideas of scom and contempt are I compose yerses — ^if by chance any 

often expressed among us by tuming up thing well adapted to the subject, and 

the nose. well expressed, flows from my pen,(since 

— WiU there be, ^c.] i. e, Is such a I confess this happens but seld<»n, and 

persoh to be found, who is so lost to all therefore gives me the greater satis&c- 

desire of praise, continues the apologist, tion,) I should not fear commendation. 

as to haye no concem at all to merit the Comp. Juv. yi. 1. 164. 

approbation and countenance of the 47. Inwards so homp,\ Fibra, the in- 

public ? wards or entrails — here, by met. the in- 

42. WorOiy of cedar, ^c.] t. e. Wop- ward mah, the moral sense. 

thy to be preserved. Cedar was looked Homy — hard— insensible like hom. 

upon as an incorraptible wood, which See sat i. 1. 31. 

neyer decayed. From the cedar they q. d. I am not so callous, so insensible, 

extracted a juice, which being put on or unfeeling, as not to be pleased, as well 

books, and other things, kept them from as touched, with deserved praise. 
moths, worms, and even decay itself. 48. BtU to be the endy ^c.] But that 

43. To leave verses^ ^c.] i. e. In no the eulogies of fools and sots should be 
danger of being used as waste paper, the end and aim of writing, I deny ; 
either for fishmongers, to wrap or pack or, indeed, that merely to gain applause 
their fish ih when they sell it, or by per^ should be the view and end of even 
fnmers, for their frankincense or other doing right, I cannot aUow. 
perfumes. See HoR. lib. ii. epist i. 1. 49. Your ** Well done ! O fine /] 
2Q^^ &c. here imitated by Persius. Euge ! — ^belle ! like our Well done! fine ! 

44. Whoever thou art^ ^c] The poet bravo ! which were acclamations of 
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Your hooked nostrils. Will there be, who can refuse to be 

willing 
To have deserved the eountenanee of the people ? and, hav- 

ing spoken things worthy of cedar, 
To leave verses fearing neither little fishes, nor frankincense ? 
Whoever thou art, O thou, whom I just now made to 

speak on the adverse part, 
I, when I write, if haply something more apt comes forth, 45 
(Since this is a rare bird,) yet if something more apt comes 

forth, 
Would not fear to be praised ; nor indeed are my inwards 

so homy. 
But to be the end extreme of right I deny 
Your " Well done !^ and your " O fine !^' for examine this 

whole " O fine,'' 
What has it not within ? Is not the Iliad of Accius here, so 
Drunk with hellebore? Is there not, if crude nobles have 

dictated 
Any little elegies ? Is there not, lastly, whatever is written 
In citron beds ? — You know ho w to place a hot sowVudder; 
You know to present a shabby client with a worn garment ; 
And "I love truth (say you); teU me the truthconceming me." 



applause. See Juv. sat vii. L 44, this constantly bestowed upon them ? 

note. 52. Is there not, Idstlt/, ^c.] The citron 

— - Eaxmine this whole " O fine /"] wood was reckoned very yaliiable and 

Sift, canyasB well this mark of applause precious ; of this the nobles had their 

which you are so fond of. beds and couches made, on which they 

60. What has it not withinl ^c.] used to lie, or sit, when they wrote, 
What is there so absurd, that you wiU Lastly, says Persius, all the trash whidi 
not find it applied to as the object of it ? issues forth from the citron couches of 
in short, what is not contained within it ? the great is contained within the compass 

— The lUad o/Aodus.^ Accius Labeo, of this mark of applause ; therefore your 

who made a wretched translation of making it your end and aim is but very 

Homer^s Iliad. See note above, 1. 4. little worth your while: it is so un- 

Is not even this contained within the worthily bestowed, as to be no sort of 

compass of your fiavourite terms of ap- criterion of excellence arid desert 

plause ? 53. How to place, ^c.] The poet still 

61. Drunk with hellebore.'] The an- continues to satirize empty apphiuse, by 
cients made use of hellebore, not only shewing that it may be gained by the 
when they were disordered in the head, lowcst and most abject mcans. 

but also when in health, in order to He therefore attacks those who bribe 

quicken the apprehension. This the for it You know how, says he, to pkce 

poet humorously supposes Accius to on your table a dainty dish. See Juv. 

have done, but in such a quantity as to e&t, zi. 81, note. 

Btupify his senses. 54. You hnow to presentf 6fc.]* You 

— Is there not, if crude nobles, ^c] know the effect of giving an old shabby 

Arenot the flimsyandsillylittle elegies coat to one of your poor dependents. 

and Bonnets, which our raw and inex- Comp. Hor. epist xix. lib. ii. 1. 37, 8. 

perienced nobles write and repeat, all 55. ^I love truth^^'' ^0."] Then, when 

Bubjects of your fitvourite belle ? Is not you have given a good dinner to some. 
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Qui pote? Vis dicam ? — Niigaris, cum tibi, calve, 
Pinguis aqualiculus propenso sesquipede extet. 

O Jane, a tergo quem nuUa ciconia pinsit, 
Nec manus auriculas imitata est mobilis albas ; 4^^^^ 
Nec linguse, quantum sitiat canis Appula, tantum ! ti^/^J^eo 
Nos, patricius sanguis, quos vivere fas est 
Occipiti coeco, posticae occurrite sannse ! • I . '^ ^^ "^ 

" Quis populi sermo est T — ^Quis enim, nisi carmina molli 
Nunc demum numero fluere, ut per laeve severos 
Efiundat junctura ungues ? Scit tendere versum, 65 

Non secus ac si oculo rubricam dirigat uno. 
Sive opus in mores, in luxum, in prandia regum, 
Dicere res grandes nostro dat Musa poetse. 



and still meaner presents to others, in flouts and jeers, which our nobles reccive 

order to purchase their applause, you behind their backs, firom those who flutr 

ask them their opinion, desiring them to ter them to their &ces. 

speak the truth. 58. Wkom no stork pecks, ^c] There 

56, How is U possible ?] t. e, That were three methods of scofFand ridicule : 

they should speak the truth, when they one was holding out the finger, and 

are afraid of offending you if they did ? crooking it a little to imitate the bill of 

You have obliged them, and they fear to storks ; they held it towards him who 

disoblige you, which, if they spedie their was the object of derision, moving it 

real thoughts, they would most probably backwards and forwaids, like the peck- 

do. ing of the stork. See Ainsw. 

— Would you have me say t^?] Says 59. The movecMe hand^ ^c.] Another 

Persius, who am no dependent of yours, mode of derision was, putting the thumbs 

or under any obligation to disguise my up to the temples, and moving them 

sentiments. in such manner as to imitate assea^ 

— You tryie^ ^c.] I tell you plainly, ears, which, in the inside, are usuaUy 

and without disguise, that you are white. 

an old trifler, to pretend to wit or QQ.Norsomuchqf^tongtiey&^c^lA 

poetry, with that great belly of yours, third method was to loll out the tongue, 

that hangs down at least a foot and an like a dog when thirsty. 

half below your middle, and bespeaks a Appula was the hottest part of Italy, 

genius for gluttony, but for nothing else. of course the dogs most thirsty, and 

Perhaps the poet hints at the Greek most apt to loll out their tongues the 

proverb. farthest 

Ilaxctct yoffTHip Keirrov ov riKrei voov, None of all this could happen to Janus 

^ A fai beUy produceth not a subtle without his seeing it. 

"«w«rf." 61. O patridan Uood^ii^cJ\ Ye sons of 

58. O Janus /] Janus was the first senators, ye nobles of Rome, whose for- 

king of Italy, who gave refuge to Satum, tune it is to be bom without eyes at the 

when he fled fix)m his son Jupiter firom back of your heads, and who therefore 

Crete. From his name the first month canH be apprized of what passes behind 

of the year is called January. He was your backs. 

pictured with two faccs, one before and 62. Prevent flotAs^ ^c.] By avoiding 

one behind, as regarding the time past all occasions of them ; by not writiug 

and future. verses, for which your flatterers wiU 

q. d. Thou art happy, Janus, inas- commend you to your fiice, and laugh at 

much as, being able to see both before you behind your backs. 

and behind, thou art in no danger of 63. Whai is ihe speec^ ^c.] Persius 

being ignorant of what passeth behind here seems to go back ^o the de me, 1. 

thy back; and, therefore, of enduring the 55 ; aU betwe^ which, and this 163, 
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How 18 it possible? — Would you have me say it ? you trifle, 

when, bald head, 
Your fat paunch stands forth with a hanging-down foot and 

an half. 
O Janus ! whom no stork peeks behind your back, 
Nor has the moveable hand imitated white ears, 
Nor so much of the tongue, as an Appulian bitch when athirst. 
Ye, O patrician blood, whose condition it is to live with 61 
The hinder part of the head blind, prevent flouts behind 

your backs ! 
What is the speech of the people? — What forsooth, 

unless that the verses 
Now at last flow with soft measure, so that, across the 

polish, the joining 
May pour forth severe nails. He knows ho w to extend a verse, 
Not otherwise than if heshbulddirectthe rubric with one eye; 
Whether the work is on manners, on luxury, or the dinners 

of kings, 
The Muse gives our poet to say great things. 



is to be understood as a parenthesis, to the practice of carpenters and others, 

very properly introduced in the course who work by line and rule, and who, 

of the subject. when they would draw a straight line, shut 

Now, says the great man to his flat- one eye, the better to confine the visual 

terer, ^Pter havinff treated him with a rays to a single point So, says the flat- 

good dinner (1. 53.), what does the world terer, this poet of ours draws forth his 

say of me and my writings ? verses to their proper length, and makes 

— WhcU /orsooth.'] u e. What should them as exact as if he worked by line 

they say, what can they say, unless to and rule. 

commend? 66. The rwftrfc.] Rubrica, a sort of 

64. Now at ktstj Sf-c.'] That after all ruddle, or red chalk, with which carpen- 
the pains you have taken, you have at ters draw their lines on their work. 
kist produced a charming work — the 67. On manners.'] Whatever the sub- 
verses flow in soft and gentle num- jectmaybe — whether he writes comedy, 
bers. and ridicules the humours of the 

— Across the polisk, ^c.] Your verses times. 

are so highly floished, that they will — On luacury.'] Or if he write satire, 

stand the test of the severest and nicest and lash the luimry of the great 

critics. — Or the dinners of Jangs^ Or writes 

Metaph. taken from polishers of mar- tragedy, and chooses for his subject the 

ble, who run their nail over the surface, sad feasts of tyrants. Perhaps Persius 

in order to try if there be any uneven- here alludes to the story of Thyestes, the 

ness ; and if the nail passes freely, with- son of Pelops, and brother of Atreus, 

out any stop or hindrance whatsoever, with whose wife he had committed 

even over where there are joinings, then adulterj^ ; to revenge which, Atreus 

the work is completely flnished. (Comp. dressed the child bom of her, and served 

HoR. de Art Poet L 294.) The sur- him up to his brother at his own table. 

fece being perfectly smoolJi, was said On this Seneca wrote a tragedy. 

effundere unguem, it passing as smoothly 68. The Muse gives our poet^ ^c.] In 

as water poured forth over it short, be the subject what it may, a Muse 

65. How to eatend a verse.] This is ever at hand, to inspire our poet with 
period is also metaphorical, and alludes the most sublime and lofty poetry. 
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Ecce, modo, heroas sensus afferre videmus 
Nugari solitos Graece ; nec ponere lucum 70 

Artifices ; nec rus saturum laudare, ubi corbes, 
Et focus, et porci, et fumosa Palilia foeno ; 
Unde Remus, sulcoque terens dentalia, Quinti, 
Quem trepida ante boves dictatorem induit uxor ; 
Et tua aratra domum lictor tulit. — Euge, poeta ! 75 

Est nunc, Brissei quem venosus liber Acci, 
Sunt quos Pacuviusque, et verrucosa moretur 
Antiopa, " aerunanis cor luctificabile fiJta.''' 

Hos pueris monitus, patres infundere lippos 
Cum videas, quaerisne unde hsec sartago loquendi \ 80 



Such is the account which the great place: hut it also Bignifies to paint,draw, 

man receives of himself £rom his flat- or portray, and so to describe. See Uor. 

terer, as an answer to his question, Ifb. iv. ode viii. L 8. 

L 63, " What does the world say of Hic som), liquidis ille coloribus 

^ me ?^^ Solersnunc hominem pon^e^nune deum. 

69. Behold now tue see, ^c.] Our poet 71. Nor topraise afertHeoot^ifiiry.^ So 
proceeds to satirize other writers of his as to set forth its beauties. 

time, who, allured with the hopes of — Where are baskets^ ^] Instead of 

being flattered, attempted the sublime describing the great and leading features 

heights of epic writing, though utterly of a fine plentiful country, they dwell 

unfit for the undcrtaking. upon the most trivial circumstances : 

— Heroic thoughts,, ^c.\ Heroas sensus. H is lay 

Sensus signifies not only sense, meaning, J^counts its chimnies^ parnmrs^ hogs^ 

understanding, but also thought and hay. Brbwstbr. 

Heroas, from herousiarimi, before, 72. Feasts of Pales, S^c."] Pales was 

stsnds here for heroos, masc. — t. e. the goddess of shepherds, who kept 

heroicos. Heroi sensus is to be under- feasts in honour of her, in order to pro- 

stood of sublime matters for poetry, such cure the safe parturition of their cattle. 

as heroic or epic subjects. The rcason of the epithet fnmosa is, that 

Now-a-days, saith Persius, we see cer^ during the feast of Pales the rustics 

tain writers attempting and bringing lighted fires with hay, straw, or stubble, 

out heroic poems, who used to be writr over which they leaped, by way of puri- 

ing trifles in Greek, such as little epi- fying themselves. These feasts of Pales 

grams, or the like. Some copies, in- were sure to be introduced by these 

stead of videmus, read docemus, as if jejune poets. 

the poet attacked schooknasters, and 73. From, whence Rem,u8.'\ Another 

other instructors of children, for teach- circumstance which they introduce is a 

ing boys to write in heroics, at a time description of the birth-place of Rmus 

when they are not fit for it : but as it is and Romulus. 

not the purpose of these papers to enter — Thou^ O Quintius^ ^c] Cincinnatus, 

"into controversy with editors and com- who was called firom the plough to be 

mentators, I taJce videmus, as it stands made dictator of Rome— he too is intro- 

in the Helphin edition, Famaby, and duced on the occasion. 

MarshaU. 74. Thy trembUng wife^ ^c.] They tell 

70. Nor to describe a grove, Sj;c.'] They us, how his wife Racili^ was fiightened 
are so unskilled, and such bad artists at the sight of the messengers firom 
even in the lighter style of composition, Rome, and how she helped him on with 
that they know not how to describe, as his dictator*s robe, as he stood by the 
they ought, the most trite and common oxen which were in thc plough ; and 
subjects, such as a grove, fields, &c. how one of the Roman oflicers, who had 
Pono-ere, literally signifies to put or attended the embassy to call him to the 
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Behold now we see those bring heroic thoughts, 
Who used to trifle in Greek, nor to describe a grove 70 
Skilful ; nor to praise a fertile country, where are baskets, 
And a fire-hearth, and swine, and the feasts of Pales smoky 

with hay : 
From whence Remus, and thou, Quintius, wearing coulters 

inafurrow, 
Whom thy trembling wife clothed dictator before the oxen, 
And thy ploughs the lictor carried home. Well done, O 

poet ! 75 

There is now, whom the veiny book of BrissBan Accius ; 
There are those whom both Pacuvius, and rugged Antiopa 
Might detain, having propp'*^ her mournful heart with sor- 

rows. 
When you see blear-eyed fathers pour these admonitions 

into 
Their children, do you seek whence this bombast manner of 

speaking 80 

dictatorship, carried his plough home band, on account of her intrigue with 

upon his shoulders. Jupiter. The poet says, yerrucosa An- 

75. Well done^ O poet /] Iron. Finely tiopa, to express the roughness and rug- 
done, to be sure, to introduce such gedness of the style in which this trar 
weightymattersas theseinto thy poem! gedy was written. Verrucosus, fidl of 
thou art in a £ur way to gain the highest warts, tumps, or hillocks — so uneven, 
api^use ! ni^;ed. 

Persius, in this passage, glances at 78. Mighi' detain,^ Moretur — i. e, 

some poetaster of his time, who, in a might detain their attention. 
poem on the pleasures of a country life, — Havinff propp^d, ^c.] This strange 

had been yery particular and tedious fustian ezpression is probably to be 

upon the circumstances here recited. found in the tiagedy. The poet appears 

See Casaubon. to cite it, as a sample of the style in 

76. There is now^ ^c.] The poet now which the play is w4tten. 

proceeds to censure those who affected There are those, says Persius, who, 

antiquated and obsolete words and now-a-days, can spend their time in 

phrases, and who professed to admiie reading tiLese authors. 

the style of antiquated authors. 79. Blear-eyed fathers^ ^c.] In old men 

— The veiny book'] Venosus — ^metaph. the eyes are apt to be weak, moist, and 

from old men, whose veins stand out to distil coirosive matter. When you 

and look turgid, owing to the shrinking see such advising their children to study 

of the flesh, through old. age. Venosus the old barbarous Latin poets, and to be 

liber hence ugnifies a book of some old fond of obsolete words — 

and antiquated auihor — a yery old book. 80. Do you seek, ^c] Are you at a 

— Brisaan AociusJ] Brisas was a town loss to know whence this jargon, of ob- 

in Thrace, where Bacchus was wor- solete and modem words, is l^ard in our 

shipped with all the mad ritea used at common speech ? 

his feasts ; hence he was called Brisseus. Sartago literally signifies a frying-pan ; 

Persius gives this name to Accius, on ao- and the poet, peihaps, calls the mizture 

count of the wild and strange bombast or jargon of old words and new, sartago 

which was in his writings. loquendi, in allnsion to the mixture of 

77. Pactivitis,] An ancient tragic poet ingredients, of which they madc their 
of Brundusium, who wrote the tragedy fried cakes, as bran, &t, honey, seedfl, 
of Antiopa, the wife of Lycus, king of cheese, and the like. 

Thebes, who was repudiated by her huft* Some think that he alludes to the 
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Venerit in linguas ? unde istud dedecus, in quo 
Trossulus exultat tibi per subsellia laevis ? 
Nilne pudet, capiti uon posse pericula cano 
Pellere, quin tepidum hoc optes audire, Decenter ? 

Fur es, ait Pedio : Pedius quid ? crimina rasis 85 

Librat in antithetis ; doctas posuisse fififuras Qt»^ t%^ » S 
Laudatur : bellum hoc — ^hoc bellum ? An, Romule, ceves ? 
Men'* moveat quippe, et, cantet si naufragus, assem 
Protulerim ? cantas, cum fracta te in trabe pictum 
Ex humero portes ? Verum, nec nocte paratum 90 

Plorabit, qui me volet incurvasse querela, / 

crackling, bouncing, and hissing noise of of your judges, and of tihe auditory, 

the frying-pan, with these ingre^ents in and make it your chief wish to hear 

it, over the fire ; this seems to relate to them say — ^ Well, the' man speaks de- 

the manner of utterance, more than to ^ cently :^* a poor lukewarm expression 

what was uttered. See Ainsw. Sar- at best. 
tago, No. 2. 85. Pedius.'] Pedius Blesus was ac- 

81. Whence ihai di^irace,] That style cused, in the time of Nero, by the Cy- 
q£ writing, and of speaking, so disgrace- renians, of having robbed and plundered 
ful to the purity and smooUiness of the the temple of ^sculapius. He was 
Latin language. condemned, and put out of the senate. 

82. Smooth Trossulus^ ^c.] The Roman Hence the poet uses the name of Pe- 
knights were called Trossuli, firom Tros- dius here, as denoting any supposed 
sulus, a city of Tuscany, which they person accused of theft 

took without the assistance of any in-^ ^ Thou art a thiei^** says some accuser, 

fantry. Here the poet joins it with the laying a robbery to his charge. 
epithet laevis, soft, effeminate ; therefore — What Pedius ?] t. e. What says Pe- 

Trossulus, here, appears to signify a dius, or what doth he, on such an accu- 

beau, a coxcomb, a petit-m^tre. See sation ? 

AiNSW. Trossulus ; and Casaubon in loc. 86. He weiffhs m polished anHtheses.'] 

— Thro^ the benches.'] SubselUa — the He opposes to his accusation curious 

seats at the theatre, or at the public re- figures of speech, aflfected phrases, sen- 

citals of poetry, and other compositions. tences, and periods, in order to catch 

These fine gentlemen were so pleased applause, instead of producing weighty, 

with the introduction of obsolete words pertinent, and phdn arguments for hiB 

and phrases, that they could hardly keep detence. He puts, as it were, his accu- 

their places ; they spread a general ap- sation in one scale, and his affected pe- 

plause through 'all the benches where riods in the other, and thus weighs one 

they sat, and leaped up with ecstasy in against the other. Antithesis (firom oKri, 

tfaeir seats, charmed with such a poet contra, and ri^jut, pono) is a rhetori- 

83. Does it nothvng shame you^ ^c.] cal flourish, when contraries are opposed 
Persius now proceeds to censure the va- to each other. Here, by synec. it stands 
nity of the orators, who paid more re- for all the affected flowers of speech. 
gard to the commendations of their au- 87. He is -praised.] The judges and 
ditories, than to the issue of the most auditory are highly delighted with the 
iraportant causes, even where life or leamed figures of speech which he has 
fame was at stake. laid befbre them in his oration. 

Are you not ashamed, says Persius, — 7%tsis^7z«/] Sayhishearers — finely 

ought you not to blush at your vanity spoken ! finely said ! 

and foUy, that, if accused of some capi- — This isfine /] Answers Persius, with 

tal crime, instead of using plain argu- indignation at the absurdity of such ill- 

ments to defend your life from the dan- timed applause, of such aflected and 

ger which awaits it, and to make that ill-timed flourishes. 

your end and aim, you are endeavour- — O Romulus^ ^c.] Can any Roman 

ing 80 to speak, as to catch the applause shcw himself thus degenerate from his 



SAT. I. PERSIUS'S SATIRES. 225 

Game on their tongues ? Whence that disgrace, in which 
The smooth Trossulus exults to thee thro** the benches ? 
Does it nothing shame you, not to be able to drive away 

dangers firom 
Your grey head, but you must wish to hear this lukewarm — 

Decently ? 
Thou art a thief (says one to Pedius) — What Pedius? 

his crimes 85 

He weighs in polished antitheses : to have laid down learned 

figures 
He is praised : this is fine I — this is fine ? O Romulus, do 

you wag the tail ? 
For if a shipwreck''^ mariner sings, could he move me, and 

a penny 
Sbould I bnng forth ? do you sing, when yourself painted 

on a broken plank 
You carry from your shoulder? A true (misfortune) , not 

prepared by night, 90 

He shall deplore, who would bend rae by his complaint. 

great and yirtuQUs ancestor Romulus, as Tlie poet here allegorizes the case of 

to jEawn and flatter on such an occasion, Pedius. Do you sing, when you are 

and f)e like a dog that wags his tail when carrying your miserable self painted on 

he would curry &your ? Ceveo signifies a board, and represented as suffering 

to wag, or move the tail, as dogs do when the calamity of shipwreck, in order to 

they fkwn upon one. Hence, metaph. movecompassion? — ue. Are you study- 

it is usedto ezpress &,wning andflattery. ing and making fine flourishing speechcs, 

Persius used the word Romtie, as filled with affected tropes and figures, 

Juv. sat iii. 1. 67, uses Quirine. See at a time when you are accused of such 

the note there. a crime as Iheft, and are standing in 

SS,I/a8MptjDreek'*dfnariner8inff8,8^c,'] the dangerous situation of an arraigned 

If a poor sailor, that had been cast away, robber ? Is this the way to move com- 

should meet me in the street, and ask an passion towards you ? 
ahns, at the same time appearing very 90. A true, ^c.] There wants plurar 

jolly and merry, would this be the way tum, dolorem, or some such word, after 

to move my compassion ; to make me verum — ^plorare verum dolorem, like vi- 

pull some money out of my pocket and vere vitam, for instance. 
give it him ? — Not pr^pared hy nighi.'\ Not conned, 

89. Do you sing, ^c.] It was the cus- studied, or invented beforehand ; over 

tom for persons that had been ship- night, as we say. 
wrecked, and had escaped with their 91. Bend me hy his complaiTtt.] i. €, 

lives, to have themselves, together with Make me bow or yield to the feelings 

the scene of their misfortune and danger, of commiseration for his sufferings. 
painted on a fooard, which tkey hung by The poet means, that the complain- 

a stiing from their idioulders upon their ant who would move his pity must 

breast, that the pa88er»-by might be speak the true and native language of 

moved with compassion at the sight, and real grief firom the heart, not accost 

relieve them with alms. These tables him with an artfiQ studied speech, as if 

were afterwards hung up in the temples, he had conned it over beforehand. 
and dedicated to some god, as Neptune, — Si vis mejlere, dolendum est 
Juno, &c. hence they were called voti- Primum ipsi tiJbi, 
vae tabulse. See Hor. lib. i. ode v. ad Hor. de Art. Poet 1. 102, 3. 

fin. Juv. sat xii. L 27. So Pedius, however he might get the 

VOL. II. <i 
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M. Sed numeris decor eet, et junctura addita crudis. 
P. Claudere sic versuin didicit : Berecynthius Attin, 
Et qui coeruleum dirimebat Nerea delphin : 
Sic costam longo subduximus Apennino. 95 

M. Arma virum, nonne hoc spumosum, et cortice pingui ! 
P, Ut ramale vetus praegrandi subere coctum. i^ Wv^ ^^^^'•tAv' 

M, Quidnam igitur tenerum, et laxa cervice legendum ? 
P. " Torva Mimalloneis implerunt cornua bombis ; 
" Et raptum vitulo caput ablatura superbo loo 

" Bassaris ; et lyncem Msenas flexura corymbis, 
" Evion ingeminat : reparabilis adsonat echo.*" 

applause 6f his hearers, by his figurative the hack of a dolphiii. 

eloquence and flowery language, when Nereus, a sea god, is here affectcdly 

on his trial, could never excite pity for put for the aea itself. . 

his situation. 95. ** Thus we remoned^'* ^c.] There 

92. But ihere is heauty^ ^c.] Well, is a jingle in this veree between the 
but however the flights which you have longo in the loiddle, and Apennion at 
been mentioning, says the poetaster, and the end. The writer of these three 
the studied and flowery style, may be quoted lines changes Atys or Attis into 
suitable in declamation, especially (m Attin, to iaiiake it rhyme with Del- 
Buch occasions, yet surely they have a phin. 

peculiar beauty in our verses, whidi Atys, xxt Attis, the subject of this 

would be quite raw, and appear ciudie poem, was a handsome youth of Phry]gi/i, 

and undigested without them. beloved by Cybele, who from Berec^ni- 

-^And composiHon added^ ^c.] Junc- thus, a mountain of Asia Minbr^ where 

tura is liteially a coupling, or joining she was worshipped, was called Bere- 

together ; hence a composition, or join- cynthia : hence the writer of the poem 

ing words in a particular form, as in affects to call Atys Berecynthius. 

yerse. — ^" Thuswe removed a W6," ^.] The 

Noium si oaUida verbum end of this verse is spondaic, which Nero 

Reddiderit junotura nomm, much aflected in his heroics. He cails 

HoR. de Art Poet. 1. 47, 8. Hannibal^s opening a way for his army 

The poetaster would &in contend for over the AIps, removing a rib from the 

the great improvement made in writinff Apennine mountains — a strange, affected 

▼erses by the modem studied composi- phrase l 

tion, and the introduction of figurative 96. ^ Arms and ihe man^"*^ ^c.] Arma 

writing. virumque— -^n. L 1. 1. Well, replieB thaB 

93. Thus haih he leamt to condude a poetaster, if you find £EiuIt wiUi what you 
t>erse,'\ The didicit here, without a nomi- have quoted, I suppose you Will find 
native case, is rather abrupt and obscure, £%ult with Viigil^s arma virumqae eano, 
but the poet afiects to be so ; he does and perhaps with his whole ^neid, tt 
not venture to name the person meant, frothy, turgid, and, like a tree with a 
though his quoting some verses of Nero, thick bark, appearing great, but having 
as instances of the g^reat improvements little of value withiik. 

which had been made in the composi- 97. As anold hough^ ^c.] Ilai£»le is a 

tion of verse, plainly shews his design, dead bough cut from a tree. Peruus 

which was to ridicule the emperor, answers, Yes, Virgil is like an old bough 

who6eafiected,jingIing,andtiLtgidstyle, with a thick bark; but theii we mitst 

was highly applauded by his flatlerers. understand, sudi a bough as has bi^ 

— "" Berecynthicm AtHn.''^'] This and cut from Ihe tree, and whoae bark has 

the next verse rhyme in the originaL been dried for many years by the linn, 

94. ^And the dolphin,^'* ^c.] Alluding eio that all its gross particles are exhaled 
to the story of Arion, who was carried and gone, and nothmg but what is solid 
safe to land, when thrown overboard, on remains. Suber sign^es the cork-tree^ 
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M, But there is beauty and composition added to crude 

numbers. 
P. Thus hath he learnt to conclude a verse : " Berecyn- 

" thian Attin, 
" And the dolphin which divided cserulean Nereus — 
" Thus we removed a rib from thfe long Apennine.*" 95 

M. "Arms and the man^^ — is not this frothy, and with a 

fat bark? 
P. As an old bough dried with a very large bark. 

M. What then is tender, and to be read with a loose neck ! 
P. " They filFd their fierce horns with Mimallonean blasts, 
" And Bassaris, about to take away the head snatched from 

" the proud loo 

" Calf, and Maenas, about to guide a lynx with ivy, 
" Redoubles Evion : the reparable echo sounds to it.'' 



which is remarkable for its thick bark — Bassaras, a name of Bacchus. 

therefore put here for the bark ; syn. — Having given the alarm, Agave and 

thus cortex, the bark, is sometimes put the rest of the Mimallones cut off the 

for the tree, which is remarkably light. head of Pentheus (the son of Agave and 

HoR. ode ix. lib. iii. L 22. Echion), and tore him to pieces, because 

98. What then is tender, ^c.] Well, he would drink no wine, and slighted 

fiays the opponent to Persius, let us have the feasts of Bacchus. Penthcus is 

done with heroics, and tell me what you thought to be meant here by the superbo 

aUow to be good of the tender kind of vitulo. 

writing. 101. " Manas.^'] These priestesses of 

•■••'WUh a loose neck.'] With. a h^A te- Bacchus were also called Maenades 

clined, in a languishing, soft, and tender (from Gr. fMUfctrBai, insanire. See 

manner. This is humorously put in Juv. sat. vi. 1. 316. 

opposition to the attitudes made use of — *^ To guide a lynce,'^'] These were 

in reading the bombast and fustian he- beasts of the leopard or tiger kind, and 

roics of these poetasters, who stood represented as drawing the chariot of 

with the neck stretched as high as Bacchus. The word flexura here, like 

they could, and straining their throats, flectere, Virg. G. ii. 357, means to 

to give force and loudness to their utter- guide.— So again, ^n. L 156, flectit 

ance. equos — " he guides or manages his 

d^.^^TheyfWdtheirfiercehoms^^^&ic?^ " horses." Thus the priestesses of 

Giving a flerce and warlike sound. Some Bacchus might be said flectere, to guide 

render torva here writhed, twisted, or or manage lynxes with bands or rods of 

crooked, quasi torta. ivy. This was sacred to Bacchus, be- 

Persius, deriding the querist, quotes cause, retuming conqueror from India, 

four more lines, which are supposed to he was crowned with ivy. 

have been written by Nero, and which 102. **" Redoubles Evion.^} Ingemino 

exhibit a specimen of one of the most ab- signifies to redouble — ^to repeat often, 

sord rhapsodies that ever was penned. Evios, or Evius, a name of Bacchus, on 

— ^MimaUonean 6/awfe."] The Mimal- which the Bacchantes used to call (Evot, 

lones were priestesses 6f Bacchus ; they Gr.) till they wrought themselves into 

were so called from Mimas, a mountain a fury like madness. 6ee Juv. sat. vii. 

of lonia, sacred to Bacchus. 1. 62, and note. 

Bombus signifles a hoarse soimd or — ** The reparcibie echo^^'' ^c.] So 

blast, as of a trumpet or hom. called from repeating, and so repairing 

100. "Posaam.''] Agave,or anyother the sounds, which would otherwise be 

of thc priestesses ; called Bassaris, from lost 

<i2 
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Haec iierent, si testiculi yena ulla paterni 
Viveret in nobis ? Summa delumbe saliva 
Hoc natat in labris ; et in udo est Msenas et Attin ; los 
Nec pluteum csedit, nec demorsos sapit ungues. 

M, Sed quid opus teneras mordaci radere vero 
Auriculas ? Vide sis, ne majorum tibi forte 
Limina frigescant. Scmat hic de nare canina 
Litera — P. Per me, equidem, sint omnia protinus alba ; iio 
Nil moror. Euge, omnes, omnes bene mirse eritis res. 
Hoc juvat ; hic, inquis, veto quisquam faxit oletum ; 
Pinge duos angues : pueri, sacer est locus, extra 
Meite : discedo. Secuit Lucilius urbem, 



103. Wotdd these be made.'\ t. e. a dialogue between Peraius and hi» 
Would such Tcrses as these be made, firiend : that the latter persuades Persius 
but more especially would they be com- against publishing ; that Persius says, 
mended. he is naturally of a satirical tum of mind, 

— Ifany vein, ^c.] If there were the and does not know how torefirain, (L 12:) 

least trace of the manly wisdom of our and then launches forth into tiie severest 

ancestors among us ? censure on the writers of his day. His 

104. Tbis feeble stuff.l Delumbis — firiend perceiving that what he first said 
weak, feeble, broken - backed, as it against publishing would not haye its 
were. effect, still farther dissuades him, by 

105. Swima in the Ups.\ The poet, by hinting at the danger he ran of getting^ 
this phrase, seems to mean, that the flat- the iU-will of the great 

terers of Nero had these lines always at ^ Where is the necessity, (says his 

their tongues' end, (as we say,) and were ^ firiend,) supposing all you say to be 

spitting them out, t. e, repeating and ** true, yet where is the necessity to hurt 

quoting them continually. ^ the ears of those who have been used 

— And in the wet.'] In udo esse, and ^ to hear nothing but flattery, and there- 

in Bumma saliya natare, seem to imply ^ fore must be yery tender and sus- 

the same thing ; vix. that these poems of ^ ceptible of the acutest feelings of un- 

Attys and Maenas were always in peo- ^ easiness and displeasure, on hearing 

ple's mouths, mixed with their spittle, as ^ such bitter and stinging truths as you 

it were. " deliyer ?" 

106. Nor does he beat Ms desk, ^c.] 108. See to U.'] Vide sis (i.e. si yis) — 
The penman of such yerses as these is take care, if you please. 

at yery little pains about them. He — Lest haply the ihresholds, ^c.] Lest 

knows nothing of those difficulties, it &II out, that you should so offend 

which, at times, pains-taking poets are some of the great folks, as to meet witb 

under, so as to make them smite the a cool reception at their houses. 
desk which they write upon, and gnaw So Hor. sat. i. lib. ii. I. 60 — 3. 

their nails to the quick, with ycxa- O puer^ ut sis 

tion. Vitalis metuOy et majorum ne quis amicrn 

See HoR. lib. ii. sat. iiL L 7, 8. ^Frigore teferiat. 

Culpantur frustra ealami, frustraque 109. Here.] i. e. In these Satires of 

laborat yours, there is a disagreeable sound, 

Iraiis natus paries Dts atque poetis. like the snarling of a dog, yery unpleasant 

And again, lib. i. sat. x. I. 70, 1. to the ears of such people. 

In versufaciendo 109, 10. From ^ nostril sounds the 

S(Epe caput scaberet^ vivos et roderet canine letter.] R is called the dog^s let- 

unffues. ter, because the yibration of the tongue 

107. Where*s the need, ^c.] We are in pronouncing it resembles the snarling 
to recollect, that this Satire opens with of a dog. See Alchymist, act iL sc. yi. 
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Would these be made, if any vein of our paternal manli- 

ness 
Lived in us ? This feeble stuff, on the topmost spittle, 
Swims in the lips, and in the wet is Msenas and Atty& io5 
Nor does he beat his desk, nor taste his gnawn liails. 
M, But where'*^ the need to grate tender ears with biting 

truth? 
See to it, lest haply the thresholds of the great 
Should grow cold to you : here from the nostrils sounds the 

canine letter — 109 

P. For my part, truly, let eyery thing be henceforward white. 
I hinder not, brave ! all things, ye shall all be very won- 

derfiil. 
This pleases. — Here, say you, I forbid that any should make 

a pissing place : 
Paint two snakes : boys, the place is sacred : without 
Make water — I depart. — Lucilius cut the city, 

110. FoT my part, tndy^ ^c.] Well, to say, that neither the persons or writ- 
answers Persius, if this be the case, I^U ings of the emperor and of the nobles 
haye nothing to do with them ; all they were to be defiled with the abuse and 
do and say shall be perfectly right, for reproofs of satirists. Juv. sat. i. 131. 
me, from henceforward. The ancients 113. Paint two snakes,'] These were 
put black for what was bad, and white representatives of the deity or genius 
for what was good, accordhig to that of the sacred place, and painted there 
of Pythagoras : as signals to deter people, children espe- 

To jucv KwKov rris AyaBov tpvffcws, cially, who were most apt to make free 

To 8c fi€?\juy KOKov, with such places, from the forbidden de- 

WhUe iaof ihe riature of good — Uack filement. Mark out, says Persius, these 

ofentL, sacred characters to me, that I may 

1 11. / liindeT no^.] I shall say nothing avoid defiling them. Iron. 

to prevent its being thought so. Or nil 114. / departi\ Says Persius, I am 

morormayberendered,IdonHcareabout gone — I shall not tarry a moment on 

it Comp. HoR. sat iv. lib. l L 13. forbidden ground, nor drop my Satires 

— O brave I ^c.] Well done ! every there. 

thing, good people, that ye say and do — LucUius ciU the cUy,'] Lucilius, whose 

shall be admirable. Iron. This virretched works are not come down to us, was 

verse is supposed to be written at a almost the &ther of the Roman satire. 

banter on the bad poets. He was a very severe writer ; hence our 

112. Thts pleases.'] Surely this conces- poefs saying, secuit urbem, he cut up, 
sion pleases you, my friend. slashed as with a sword, the city, i, e. 

— Here, say you, I forbid, ^c.] Me- the people of Rome, from the highest to 

taph. It was unlawfiil to do thcir oc- the lowest. So Juv. sat. i. 1. 156. 

casions, or to make water, in any sacred Ense veltU stiicto quoties LudUus ar- 

place ; and it was customary to paint dens 

two snakes on the walls or doors of such InfremuU, S^c. 

places, in order to mark them out to the Comp. Hor. sat iv. lib. i. 1. 1 — 12. 

people. The poet is ironically com- Persius seems to bethink himselfl 

paring the persons and writings of the He has just said, I depart — t. e. I shall 

great (glancing, no doubt, at Nero) to not meddle with the great people — 

such sacred places ; and as these were ^ But why should I dcpart ? Lucilius 

ibrbidden to be defiled with urine and ^ could lash all sorts of people, and 

cxc^ement, so he understands his fricnd " why should not I ?'''* 
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Te, Lupe, te, Mnti ; et genuinum firegit in illig. 115 

Omne vafer vitium ridenti Flaecus amico 

Tangit ; et admissus circum preecordia ludit, 

Oallidus excusso populum suspendere naso. 

Men^ mutire nefas ? Nec clam, nec cum scrobe i M. Nus- 

quam. 
P. Hic tamen infodiam : " Vidi, vidi ipse, libelle : 120 

" Auriculas asini quis non habet T — Hoc ego opertum, 
Hoc ridere meum, tam nil, nuUa tibi vendo 

Iliade. ^Audaci quicunque afflate Cratino, 

Iratum Eupolidem praegrandi cum sene palles, 

Aspice et hsee : si forte aliquid decoctius audis, 125 

Inde vaporata lector mibi ferveat aure. 

115. Thee^ Lupus^ thee, MtUius.'] Pxih. to tell it to others, he dug a ditch or 
RutiliuB Lupus, the consul, and Titus furrow in the earth, and there yented 
Mutius Alhutius, a very powerful man. his wish to speak of it, by whispering 

q. d. Lucilius not only satirized the what he had seen. 
great, but did it by name. 120. Neverthdess I wiJtl dig here, S[c.] 

— Brake his jaw teoth, ^c.] Metaph. Though I canH speak out, yet I will use 

£rom grinding food between the jaw- my book as the barber did the ditch ; 

teeth, to express the severity with which I will secretly commit to it what I have 

he treated them, grinding them to pieces seen. Infodiam rektes to the manner 

as it were ; brake his yery teeth upon of writing with the point of an iron bod* 

them. kin, which was called a style, an tablets 

116. Sly Horace touches, ^c.} Horace, of wood smeared with wax, so that the 
though he spared not yice, eyen in his writer might be said to dig or plough 
friends, yet he was shrewd enough to the wax as he made the letters. 

touch it in snch a manner as to please — ^^OZ>^^&oo^.*^]Here, withindigna- 

eyen while he chastised. tion, the poet relates, as it were, to his 

ll7.Afuiadmitted,8^c.']llemsanxia.ied. book (as the barber did to his ditch) 

himself into the affections, and seemed what he had seen ; namely, the absurdity 

in sport, haying the happy art of im- and folly of the modem taste for poetry, 

proying, without the least appearance of in Nero, in the nobles, and in idl their 

seyerity or sneering. flatterers. 

118. Cfunmng to hang «p, ^c.] Su&- 121. " The ears ofan a*»."] Alluding 
pendere, to hang them or hold them up still to the story of Midas, who, finding 
to yiew, as the subjects of his satires. &ult with the judgment of the country 

Excusso naso here stands in opposi- deities, when they iidjudged the prize to 

tion to naribus uncis, supr. 1. 41. see Apollo, in his contention with Pan, had 

note there, and to the naso adunco of Ho- asses^ ears fixed pn him by Apolla 
lace ; and means the unwrinkled and Who, says the poet, does not judge of 

smooth appearance of the nose when poetry as iU as Midas judged of mnsic ? 

in good-humour, and so, good-humour One would think they had all asses^ ears 

itself : Quasi — rugis excusso. giyen them for their folly. Subt. in 

119. To mtitter, ^c.] If others, in Vit Persii, says, that this line originally 
their different ways, could openly sa- stood for Micte, rex habet, which Comu- 
tirize, may not I haye the Uberty of tus, his friend and insixuctor, adyised 
eyen muttering, secretly with myself^ him to change to quis non habet? lest 
or among a few select friends pri- it should be thought to point too plainly 
yately ? at Nero. 

— Nor with a ditch.] Alluding to the — / this hzdden ihing^ This secret joke 

story of Midas^s barber, who, when he of mine. 

saw the ass's ears which Apollo had 122. This laugh of mine.l Hoc ridere, 

placed on the head of Midas, not daiing for hunc risum, a Giaecism ; meaning his 
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Thee, Lupus, thee, Mutius; and he brake his jaw-tooth 
upon them. 115 

Sly Horace touches every vice, his friend laughing : 
And admitted round the heart, plays 
Cunning to hang up the people with an unwrinkled nose. 
Is it unlawful for me to mutter ! neither secretly, nor with a 

ditch ? M. No where. 
P, Nevertheless I will dig here. " I have seen, I myself 
have seen, little book : — 120 

Who has not the ears of an ass V I this hidden thing, 
This laugh of mine, such a nothing, I sell to thee for no 
Iliad. thou whosoever art inspired by bold Cratinus, 
Art pale over angry Eupolis, with the very great old man, 
These too behold : if haply any thing more refined you hear, 
Let the reader glow towards me with an ear evaporated from 
thence. 126 



Satdres, in whlch he derides the objects poet here meant is Aristophanes, who 

of-them. See L 9, and note. lived to a very great age. He was of a 

Stich a nothing.'] So insignificant vehement spiri^ had a genius tumed to 

and worthless in thine opinion,myfriend, raillery, wit free and elcvated, and cour 

(comp. 1. 2, 3.) and perhaps in the eyes rage not to fear the person when vice 

of others, that they wo\dd not think was to be reproved. He wrote thirty- 

them worth reading, as you told me. four comedies, whereof eleven only re- 

— I seU to thee, 3fc.] Nero, as well as main. 
Labeo, had written a poem on the de- HoR. lib. i. sat iv. 1. 1, mentions all 

struction of Troy ; to these the poet may these three poets together. 
be supposed to allude, when he says he Persius gives him the epithet of pra&- 

would not sell his Satires— his nothing, as grandi, either on account of his age, for 

others esteemed them — ^for w^«slliad: he lived till he was fourscore, or on ao- 

perhaps the word nulla may be*under- count of the grcat eminence of his writ- 

stood as eztending to Homer himself. ings, for he was the prince of the old 

123. O thou whosoever, ^c.] Afflate — comedy, as Menander was of the new ; 
hast read so much of Cratinus, as to be but so as we must join, says Ainsworth, 
iniluenced and inspired with his spirit Eupolis and Cratinus with the former, 
Cratinus was a Greek comic poet, who, Diphilus and Polemon with the latter. 
with a peculiar boldness and energy, sar 1 25. These too behold.'] Look also on 
tirized the evil manners of his time. The these Satires of mine. 

poet is about to describe what sort of — Ifhaply any thing more refined^ ^*^.] 

readers he chooses for his Satires, and The poet speaks modestly of his own 

those whom he does not choose. writings, si forte, (see before, L 44, 5.) 

124. Art pale.'] With reading and if it should so happen, that thou should- 
studying hast contracted that paleness est meet with any thing more clear, well 
of countcnance, which is incident to stu- digested, pure, refined than ordinary, 
dious people. See Juv. sat. vii. L 97; Metaph. taken from liquprs, which, by 
and Pers. sat v. L 62. being often boiled, lose much of their 

— Angry Eupolis.'] This was another quantity, but gain more strength and 

comic poet, who, incensed at the vices of cleamess. It is said of Virgil, that he 

the Athenians, lashed them in the se- would make fifty verses in a moming, or 

verest manner. He is said to have been more, and in the evening correct and 

thrown into the sea by Alcibiades, for purge them till they were reduced to 

some vcrses written against him. about ten. 

— With the very great old man.'\ The 126. Let tlie reader glow^ ^c] li^ says 
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Non hic, qui in crepidas Graiorum ludere gestit 

Sordidus, et lusco qui possit dicere, Lusce : 

Sese aliquem credens, Italo quod honore supinus, 

Fregerit heminas Areti aedilis iniquas. 130 

Nec, qui abaco numeros, et secto in pulvere metas, 

S.cit risisse vafer ; multum gaudere paratus, 

Si Cynico barbam petulans Nonaria vellat. 

His, mane, edictum ; post prandia, Callirhoen, do. 

Persius, there be any thing in my writ- he that haa lost an eye, a one-eyed man. 

ings better than ordmary, let the reader, Persius means those who can upbraid 

who has fonned his taste on the writ- and deride the natural infirmities or mis- 

ings of the poets above mentioned, glow fortunes of others. 

with a fervour of delight towards the Can mock the Umd : and has the tmt to 

author. This I take to be the meaning cry — 

of the line, which literaUy is — {ProdigiotiswU !)—^ Whyyfriend^you 

Let the reader glow towards me with ** want an eye T* Brbwstbr. 

an ear evaporated (i. e, purified firom the 129. Thinking himsdf wmebody.l A 

Mse taste of the present times) firom person of great consequence. 
thence (t. e. firom, or by, reading and — Lifled up, ^c] Puflfed up with 

studying the writings of Cratinus, &c) — self-importance, because bearing an of- 

such I wish to be my readers. Vaporo fice In some country-district of Italy ; 

signifies to send out vapours, to evapo- and therefore flippant of his abuse, by 

rate : thus the metaphor is continued way of being witty, 1. 127, 8. 
through both the lines. 130. An adile, ^c.] An inferior kind 

127. Not Ae, who delights, ^c.] Persius of country-magistrate, who had juris- 
now marks out those who were not to be diction over weights and measures, and 
chosen for his readers. . had authority to break and destroy 

The first class of men which he objects those which were false. Juv. sat. x. L 

to are those who can laugh at the per- 102. 

sons and habits of philosophers ; this — Jretitm.^ A city of Tuscany, fe- 

bespeaks a despicable, mean, and sordid mous for making earthen-ware, but, per- 

mind. haps, put here ^r any country town. 

— Slippers of ihe Cfrecians.'] Crepidas So heminas, half sextaries, little mea- 

Graiorum, a peculiar sort of slippers, or sures holding about three quarters of a 

shoes, wom by philosophers— here put by pint, are put for measures in general. 

synec. for the whole dress : but it is most Comp. Juv. sat. x. 101, 2. 

l&ely, that Persius here means the phi- 131. Nor who, ardt^ ^c] Another 

Josophers themselves, and all their wise dass of people, which Persius would ex- 

sayings and institutes ; these were ori- clude firom the number of his readers, 

ginally derived firom Greece. are those who laugh at and despise all 

1 28. Sordid.'\ See note, No. 1, above, science whatsoever. 

ftt I. 127, adfin. Abacus signifies a bench, slate, or 

— Say to the lUvkard^ ^c.] Luscus is table, used for accounts by arithmeti- 
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Not he, who delights to sport on the slippers of the Grecians, 
Sordid, and who can say to the blinkard, thou blinkard : 
Thinking himself somebody ; because, lifted up with Italian 

honour, 
An sedile he may have broken false measures ai Aretium. 
Nor who, arch, knows to laugh at the numbers of an ac- 

countable, 131 

And bounds in divided dust ; prepared to rejoice much, 
If petulant Nonaria should pluck a Oynic's beard. 
I give to these, in the morning, an edict ; after dinner, Cal- 

lirhoe. 

cians, and fbr figures by arithmeticians meant that these illiterate fellows should 

— ^here put for arithmetic and mathe- attend the forum in the moming, and 

matics. the brothel in the eyening ; but the 

132. Bounds in divided dust.l The former seems too serious an employ for 
geometricians made their demonstrations men such as he is speaking o£ 

upon dnst, or sanded floors, to the end Marcilius, therefore, more reasonably, 

that their lines might easily be changed takes edictum (consonant to the phrases 

and struck out again — ^here geometry is edictum ludorum, edictum muneiis gla- 

m^nt diatorii, &c.) to signify a programma, a 

133. Petulant Nonaria, §*c.] Who kind of play-bill, which was stuck up, as 
ihink it an high joke, if they see an im- ours are, in a moming ; aud Callirhoe to 
pudent strumpet meet a grave Cynic in be the title of some wretched play, writ- 
the street, and pull him by the beard ; ten on the story of ihat famous parricide 
which was the greatest af&ont that could (who slew her father because he would 
be offered. Comp. Hor. sat. iii. lib. L not consent to her marriage) by some of 
1. 133, 4. the writers at which this Satire is level- 

The ninth hour, or our three o^clock led, and which was announced to be 

in the aftemoon, was the time when the peiformed in the eTening. 

harlots first made their appearance ; q, d. Instead of wishing such to read 

hence they were called Nonariae. Peiv my Satires, I consign these pretty gen- 

haps our poet may aUude, in this line, tlemen to the study of the play-bills in 

to the story of Diogenes, (mentioned by the moming, and to an attendance on 

Athen. lib. ziii.) who was in love with the play in the evening. Thus this 

Lais, the £unous courtezan, and had his Satire concludes, in conformity with the 

beard plucked by her. preceding part of it, with lashing bad 

134. In the mormngy an edid.^ To writers and their admirers. 

such people as these I assign employ- Maroilius contends, that this line is to 

ments suitable to their t^ents and be referred to Nero, against whom, as a 

characters. It lias been usually thought, poet, this Satire is principally, though 

that edictum here means the praetor^s covertly, levelled — who, by ordering 

edict, and that by Callirhoe is meant bills to be distributed, called the people 

some harlot of that name ; and therefore together, in order to hear him sing over 

this line is to be understood, as if Persius his poems on Callirhoe. 
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ARGUMENT. 

It heing customary ammg the Bomansfor onefriend to send a 
present to another on his birthrday — Persius^ on ihe hirth- 
day ofhis friend Macrinus^ pre^ents him with this 8atire, 
which seems (like Juv. Sat. x.) to he founded on Plato^s 
dialogue on prayer^ called The Second Alcihiades. 

The Poet takes occasion to expose thefolhf and impiety ofthose^ 
who, thinking the gods to he like themsehes, imagined that 
they were to he hrihed into compliance with their prayers hy 
sumptuous presents ; whereas^ in truth^ the gods regard not 
these, hut regard oKily the pure intention ofan honest heart. 

AD PLOTIUM MACRINUM. 

HuNc, Macrine, diem numera meliore lapillo, 
Qui tibi labentes apponit candidus annos. 
Funde merum genio : non tu prece poscis emaci, 
Quae, nisi seductis, nequeas committere divis : 

Line 1. Macrtnus.'^ Wlio tliis Macri- — White.^ i. e. Happy, good, propi- 

nus was does not sufficiently appear ; he tious. 

was a leamed man, and a friend of Per- — Adds to thee diding years.l Sets one 

«ius, who here salates him on his birth- more complete yeax to the score, and 

day. begins another. 

— Better stone^ The ancients reckoned — Sliding years."] 
happy days with white pebbles, and un- Eheu fiigaces^ Posthume, Posthume^ 
happy days with black ones, and at the Labuntur anni, 
end of the year cast up the reckoning, Hor. ode xiv. lib. il 

by which they could see how many Years that glide swiftly, and almost im- 

happy, and how many unhappy days perceptibly away. 
had past. 3. Pour out wine to your genius.'] The 

The poet here bids his friend dis- genius was a tutelar god, which they 

tinguish his birth-day among the hap- believed to preside at their birth, whom 

piest of his days, with a better, a whiter they worshipped every year on their 

stone than ordinary. See Juv. sat birth-day, by making a libation of wine. 

xii. I. They did not slay any beast in sacrifice 

2. Which.'] i. e, Which day — to their genius on that day, because they 
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ABGUMENT. 

In ihe eourse of this Satire^ which seems to have given occasion 
to the tenth Satire o/Jmenaly Persius mentions the impious 
and hurtful requests which men make^ as well as the had 
means wJiich they employ to have their wishes fulfiUed. 

The whole of this Satire is very grave^ weighty^ and in- 
structive ; and^ like that of Juvenal^ contains sentiments^ 
more like a Ohristian than an heathen. 

Bishop Burnet says^ that " this Satire m^y well pass for one 
" (yf the hest lectures in divinity!^ 

TO PLOTIUS MACRINUS. 

This day, Macrinus, number with a better stone, 

Which, white, adds to thee sliding years. 

Pour out wine to your genius. You do not ask with merce- 

nary prayer, 
Which you cannot commit unless to remote gods ; 

would not take away life on the day on TeUurem porco, Sylvanum lad» pior 

which they received it They supposed bartt^ 

a genius not only to preside at their Floribus et vido ffenium, m^morem 

birth, but to attend and protect them brevis cevu 

constantly through their life ; therefore, HoB. epist. i. lib. il 1. 143, 4. 
on other days, they sacrificed beasts to 3. Mercenary prayer."] Emaci, from 
their geniL — Hence HoR. lib. iii. ode emo, to buy — i. e. with a prayer, with 
xvii. 1. 14 — 16. which, as with a bribe, or reward, 
Cras genium mero you were to purchase what you pray 

Curabis, et porco bimestri, for, 

Cum/amidis operum solutis. 4. Which you cannot commit, S^o.1 

The Hbation of wine on their birth- Which you must offer to the gods in 

day was attended also with strewing secret, and as if the gods were taken 

flowers. The former was an emblem of aside, that nobody but themseWes should 

cheerfiilness and festivity : the latter, hear what you say to them. 

from their soon &ding, ofthe frailtyand Committere, here, has the sense of — 

shortness of human life. to intrust, to impart 
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At bona pars procerum tacita Iibabit acerra. 5 

Haud cuivis promptum est, murmurque humilesque susurros 
ToUere de templis, et aperto vivere voto. 
" Mens bona, fama, fides ;" haec clare, et ut audiat hospes. 
Illa sibi introrsum, et sub lingua immurmurat, '' O si 
" EbuIIit patrui prseclarum fiinus ! — et, O si 10 

" Sub rastro crepet argenti mihi seria, dextro 
" Hercule ! — Pupillumve utinam, quem proximus haeres 
Impello, expungam ! namque est scabiosus, et acri 
Bile tumet — Nerio jam tertia ducitur uxor.^' 
Hsec sancte ut poscas, Tiberino in gurgite mergis 15 

Mane caput, bis, terque ; et noctem numine purgas. 
Heus age, responde ; minimum est quod scire laboro : 



5. A good part.l A great many, a — XJnder his tongueI\ Keeps thera 
large portion. within his month, fearing to let them 

So HoR.Iib. i. sat. i. L 61. Bona pars pass his lips. 

hominmn ; a good many, as we say. 10.^ The pompous/mml,,'*^'^ Oneprays 

— TacU censer.'] Acerra properly sig- for the death of a rich uncle. 

nifies the vessel, or pan, in which the — *^ Bvbble «/>.^] i. e, Appear in all its 

incense is bomt in sacrifice : they said pomp. Ebullit, for ebnllierit — ^metaph. 

their prayers as the smoke of the incense firom water when boiling up, which 

ascended ; but these nobles spake so swells, as it were, and runs over. 

low, as not to be heard by others, so 11. "-4 pot of sUver^'* ^fc.] Another 

that the incense seemed silently to prays that he may find a yessel of hid- 

ascend, unaccompanied with any words den treasure, as he is raking his field. 

of prayer. This seems to be the meaning See HoR. lib. ii. sat vL L 10. 

of tacita libabit acerra. In short, their — *^ Hercules^ §*c.] He was supposed 

petitions were of such a nature, that to preside over hidden treasures. 

they cared not to utter them loud 12. Or my ward.'\ If it were not 

enough for other people to hear them ; to be his lot to have his ayarice gratified 

they themselves were ashamed of them. by finding hidden treasure, yet, says this 

6. It is not easy^ ^c] As times go, covetous suppliant, ** I have a rich or- 
people are not very ready to utter their " phan under my care, to whom I am 
wishes and prayers pubUcIy, and to re- " heir-at-Iaw, O that I could but put him 
move firom the temples of the gods those '^out of the way!" E:q>ungam^ — ^blot 
inward murmurs and low whiq)ers in him out 

which their impious petitions are de- 13. '^/mjM^.^] A metaph. taken firom 

livered. one wave driving on another, and suc- 

7. And to Iwe^ ^c.] i. e. To make ceeding in its place. 

it their practice to utter their vows and — *^ He is scalbby^'' ^c.] Here is an in- 

prayers openly, in the sight and hearing stance of the petitioner^s hypocrisy — he 

of all. pretends not to wish his pupil^s death, 

8. ^^ good mind, reprdationy^ ^c.] that he might inherithis estate; but out 
These things, which are laudable and of compassion to an unhealthy young 
commendable, and to be desired by man, pretends to wish him dead, that 
virtuous people, these they will ask for he may be released fi*om his sufferings, 
with a clear and audible voice, so that from his scrofiilous disorders. 

any stander-by mayhearthem perfectly. 14. "-4 third wife^ ^c.] Another 

9. Those^ jfc.] i. e. Those things that prays for the death of his wife, that he 
follow (which arc impious and scanda- may be possessed of all she has, and 
lous) aud which he does not care should that he may get a fresh fortune by mar- 
be heard by others, he mutters in- rying again. He thinks it very hard 
wardly. that he can't get rid of one, when Ne- 
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But a good part of our nobles will offer with tacit censer. 5 
It is not easy to every one, their murmur, and low whispers 
To remove from the temples, and to live with open prayer. 
A good mind, reputation, fidelity; these clearly, that a 
stranger may hear. 
Those inwardly to himself and under his tongue he mutters 

The pompous ftineral of my uncle might bubble up ? O if 10 
Under my rake a pot of silver may chink, Hercules being 

" propitious 
To nae ! or my ward, whom I the next heir 
" Impel, I wish I could expunge ! for he is scabby, and with 

" sharp 
" Bile he swells. A third wife is already married by Nerius.**^ 
That you may ask these things holily, in the river Tiber 
you dip 16 

Your head in the morning two or three times, and purge 
the night with the stream. 
Consider, mind, answer, (it is a small thing which I labour 
to know,) 



rius, the nsurer, has been so lucky as to water. See Juy. sat vi. 1. 522. 

bury two, and is now possessed of a 16. Inthe moming.'] At the rising of 

third. On the death of the wife, her the sun ; the time when they observed 

fortune went to the husband ; even what this solemnity in honour of the celestial 

the &ther had settled out of his estate^ gods : their ablutions in honour of the 

if his daughter surviyed him. Dii Manes, and infemal gods, were per- 

15. ThcU you may ask, ^c.] That the formed at the setting of the sun. Juy. 

gods may be propitious, and giye a £ir ubi snpra. 

yourable answer to your prayers, you — Tttx) or ihree Hmes.] The number 

leaye no rite or ceremony unobseryed, to three was looked upon as sacred in re- 

sanctify your person, and render your^ ligious matters. Juy. ubi supra. 

self acceptable. Tema ttbi hacprimum triplici diversa 

— In ihe river Tiber^ ^c.] It was a colore 

custom among the ancients, when they Liciacireumdo,terqttehacaUariacircum 

had yows or prayers to make, or to go Effigiem duoo : numero Deus impare 

about any thing of the religious or sar gaudet, 

cred kind, to purify themselves by wash- Virg. ecL yiii. 1. 73 — 5 ; and note 

ing in running water. ther^ t6. Delph. See G. i 345. 

Attrectare ne/as, donec mejlumine vivo — Purge the night, ^c.] After noctur- 

Abluero — See Mn. ii. L 719, 20. nal pollution they washed. Comp. 

Hence the Romans washed in the ri- Deut xxiii. 10, 11. The ancients 

yer Tiber — sometimes the head, some- thoughtthemselyespollutedbythe night 

times the hands, somelimes the whole itself, as well as by bad dreams in the 

body. night, and therefore purified themsclyes 

— You dip.l Or put under water. by washing their hands and heads eyery 

Those who were to sacrifice to the in- moming, which custom the Turks ob- 

femal gods only sprinkled themselyes serye to this day. 

with water ; but the sacrificers to the 17. Consider, mind, j[c.] The poet, 

heayenly deities plunged themselyes into haying stated the impiety of these wor- 

the river, and put their heads under shippers, now remonstrates with them 



238 PER8II SATIRiE. sat. ii. 

De Jove quid sentis ? — Estne ut prseponere cures 

Hunc cuiquam ! — Guinam ? vis Staio ? an, scilicet, hsBres ! 

Qviis potior judex ? puerisve quis aptior orbis ? 20 

Hoc igitur, quo tu Jovis aurem impellere tentas, 

Dic agedum Staio. Proh Jupiter ! bone, clamet, 

Jupiter ! — At sese non clamet Jupiter ipse ! 

Ignovisse putas, quia, cum tonat, ocyus ilex 

Sulfure discutitur sacro, quam tuque domusque ? 25 

An, quia non fibris ovium, Ergennaque jubente, 

Triste jaces lucis, evitandumque bidental, 

Idcirco stolidam prsebet tibi vellere barbam 

Jupiter ? Aut quidnam est, qua tu mercede deoruin 

Emeris auriculas ? pulmone, et lactibus unctis ? 30 

Ecce avia, aut metuens divum matertera, cunis 
Exemit puerum, frontemque, atque uda-labella, 
Infami digito, et lustralibus ante salivis 



on iheir instilt offiered to the god& See the highest jjistiice, as well as indigna- 

AiNSW. Heus, No. 3. tion, call on himself for vengeance on 

" Come," says he, ** let me ask you a you ? 

" short question." 24. To have forgiven,'] Do you suppose 

18. What think ymt of Jove ?] What that Jupiter is reconciled to your treat- 
are your notions, what your conceptions ment of him, because you and yours are 
of the god which you pray to, and pro- Tisited with no maiks of divine renge- 
fess to faonour ? ance ? 

— h he^ that you would care, S^o.'] Do 26. Bowels ofaheep,'} Ofiered in sacri- 

you think him preferable to any mortaL fice by way of expiation. 

man ? — Erge7ma.'\ Eigennas was the name 

19. To whom — ^] Do you {Hrefer him? of some &mous soothsayer, whose office 
-^WiUyoutoStaiusll Will you prefer it was to diyine, by inspecting the en- 

him to Staius ? tiails of the sacriflces. 

— Do you doubt^ 4f<'.] Do you hesitate 27. A sad bidental.] When any person 

In determining ? which is t^e best judge, was struck dead by lightning, imme- 

or the best guardian of oipfaans, Jupiter diately the priest (aliquis senior qui pub- 

or Staius ? From this it appears, that lica fulgura condit, Juv. sat vi. \. 586.) 

this Staius was some notorioua wretch, came and buried the body, enclosed the 

who had behayed ill in botii these capa- place, and erecting there an altar, sacri- 

cities. ficed two two-yeai^old sheep (bidentes) 

22. Say it to Staius.] J^b you must al- — ^hence the word bidental is applied by 
low Staius not comparable to Jupiter, authors, indifferently, to the sacrifice, to 
but, on the contrary, a very vile and the place, or (as here) to the person. 
widced man, I woiUd have you, that — Iti the groves.'] Or woods, where the 
you may judge the better of the nature oak was rent with lightning, and where 
of your petitions, propose to Staius what you remained unhurt Comp. L 24, 5. 
you have proposed to Jupiter — ^how 28. Jupiier cffer you, ^*c.] Because 
would Staius receive it ? you have hitherto escaped, do you ima- 

— O Jupiter I Sfo. wotdd he ory.'] Even gine that you are at full liberty to insult 

Staius, bad as he is, would be shocked Jupiter as you please, and this with im- 

and astonished, and cajl on Jupiter fbr punity, and even with the divine per- 

vengeance on your head. mission azid appiobation ? 

23. And niay not Jupiter, S^."] Think Plucking or pulling a person by the 
you that Jupiter then may not, with beard was one of the highest marics of 
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What think you of Jove? is he, that you would care to prefer 
Him to any one ? to whom ? will you to Staius ? what ! — do 

you doubt ? 19 

Who is the better judge? who the fittest fororphan children? 
This, therefore, with which you try topersuade the earof Jove, 
Oome, say it to Staius : O Jupiter ! good Jupiter ! would 

he cry : 
And may not Jupiter cry out upon himself ? 
Do you think him to have forgiven, because, when fae 

thunders, the oak sooner 
Is thrown down, by the sacred sulphur, than both you, and 

your house ? 25 

Or because, with the bowels of sheep, Ergenna commanding, 
You do not lie a sad, and to-be-avoided bidental, in the groves, 
Therefore does Jupiter offer you his foolish beard to pluck? 
Or what is it? with what reward hast thou bought the ears 
Of the gods ? with lungs, and with greasv entrails ? 30 

Lo ! a grandmother, or an aunt fearing the gods, from 

the cradle 
Takes a boy, and his forehead and his wet lips, 
With infamous finger, and with purifying spittle, she before- 

hand 

. eostempt and insult that could be of- prayers which old women make for chil- 

liered — see sat i. l 133, note ; for the dren. 

beard was cherished and respected as a — An auutJ\ Matertera — quasi mater 

mark of cravity and wisdom — see Juv. altera — the mother's sister, the arait on 

aat ziv. 12, note ; and Juv. yi. L 15, 16. the mother^s side, as amita is on the fa- 

29. Or wha is itl'] i. e, What hast ther's side. 

thon done, that thou art in such high &- -^Fearmgiliegodsi] Metuens diyum— 

Tour with the gods ? snperstitious ; for all superstition pro- 

— With what reward^ ^*^.] With what ceeds from fear and terror ; it is there- 

bribe hast thou purchased thc divine at- fore that superstitious people are called 

tention ? in Greek ^curt^ai/xoi^cr, from $et$a;, to 

30. WUh Ittngs.'] Contemptuously put fear, and Bcufiuv, a dsemon, a god. See 
here, per meton. for any of the larger Acts xvii. 22. 

intestines of beasts offered in sacrifice. 32. His /oreheady ^c.] Persius here 

— And fjoith greasy entrails.] Lactes ridicules the foolish and superstitious 

signifies the small guts, through which rites which women obseryed on these 

the meat passeth iirst out of the stomach : occasions. 

perhaps so called from the lacteals, or First,afterhayingtakenthein&ntout 

Bmall vessels, the mouths of which open of the cradle, they, before they began 

into them to receive the chyle, which is their prayers, wetted the middle finger 

of a white or milky colour. The poet with spittle, with which they anointed 

says, unctis lactibus, because they are the forehead and lips of the child, by 

Burrounded with fat. way of expiation, and preservative against 

The poet mentions these too in a magic. 

sneering way, as if he had said, "What ! — IFef lips.'] i. e. Of the child, which 

^ do you think that you have corrupted are usually wet with drivel from the 

^ the gods with lungs and guts ?^^ mouth. 

31. 2^/ a grandmother^S^c.] Thepoet 33. Jn/amous finger."] The middle fin- 
now proceeds to expose the foUy of those ger, called in&mis, from its being made 
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Expiat ; urentes oculos inhibere perita. 

Tunc manibus quatit, et spem macram, supplice voto, 36 

Nunc Licini in campos, nunc Crassi mittit in sedes. 

" Hunc optent generum rex et regina ! puellse 

" Hunc rapiant ! quicquid calcaverit hic, rosa fiat !**' 

Ast ego nutrici non mando vota : negato, 

Jupiter, hsec illi, quamvis te albata rogarit. 40 

Poscis opem nervis, corpusque fidele senectse : 
Esto, age : sed grandes patinse, tucetaque crassa 
Annuere his superos vetuere, Jovemque morantur. 

Rem struere exoptas, cseso bove ; Mercuriumque 
Arcessis fibra : " da fortunare penates ! 45 

" Da pecus, et gregibus fcetum !" — Quo, pessime, pacto, 

use of in a way of Bcom to point at in&r Plutarch) purchased so many liouses, 

mous people. See sat x. I. 53, and note. that, at one time or other, the greatest 

33. Pwrifying spittle.'] They thought part of Rome came into his hands. 

fiuting spittle to contain great virtue Licinius was a young slave of so saying 

against fascination, or an evil eye : a temper, that he let out the of£als of 

therefore with that, mixed with dust, his meat for interest, and kept a register 

they rubbed the forehead and lips by of debtors. Afterwards he was made 

way of preservatiTe. Thus in Petronius a collector in Gaul, where he acquired 

— *^ Mox turbatum sputo pulverem, anus (as Persius expresses it, sat iv. L 56. 

'^medio sustulit digito, frontemque re- quantum non milvus oberret) '^more 

** pugnantis signat." " lands than a kite could fly over." 

— She b^orehand.'] i. e. Before she ^7<.*^Kinff and queenwi^'" S^c^MsLy 

begins her prayers for the child. he be so opulent as that even crowned 

SA.Eajdates.'] See above, note on L 32, heads may covet an alliance with him 

ad fin. as a son-in-law. 

— SkSled to inhibit^y ^c.] Skilful to 37, 8, " Girls seize him,'^'] Msiy he be 

hinder the &scination of bewitching so beautifiil and comely, the girls may 

eyes. Uro signifies, lit. to bum ; also all fall in love with him, and contend 

to injure or destroy. Vmo. G. ii. L 196. who shall first scize him for her own. 
One sort of witchcraft was supposed to 38. ^ShaU have trodden upon,"** ^c.] 

operate by the influence of ^e eye. This foolish, extravagant hyperbole weU 

VmG. ecl. iii. 103. represents the vanity and folly of these 

35. Then shakes him, ^c.] Lifts him old women, in their wishes for the 
up, and dandles him to and firo, as if to children. 

present him to the gods. 39. But to a nurse, S^c.] For my part, 

— Her slender hojpe.] The little tender says Persius, I shall never leave it to my 

infimt. nurse to pray for my child. 

— With suppUant wish.] Or prayer. 39, 40. I>enp, O Jupiter^ §*&] If she 

Having finished her superstitious rites should ever pray thus for a child of 

of lustration, she now offers her wishes mine, I beseech thee, O Jupiter, to deny 

and prayers for the infant such petitions as these, however solemnly 

36. She now stands, 6^c.] Mittit is a she may offer them. 

law term, and taken from the praetor^s 40. Tho^ doOCd in white.] Though 

putting a person in possession of an arrayed in sacrificial garments. The 

estate which was recovered at law. ancients, when they sacrificed and of- 

Here it denotes the old woman's wish- fered to the gods, were clothed with 

ing, and, in desire, putting the child in white garments, as emblems of innocence 

possession of great riches, having her and purity. 

eye on the posscssions of Crassus and 41. You ask strength, S^c.] Another 

Licinius, the fonner of which (says prays for strength of nerves, and that 
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ISxpIates, skilled to inliibit destructive eyes. 

Then shakes him in her hands, and her slender hope, with 

suppliant wish, 35 

She now sends into the fields of Lieinius, now into the houses 

of Crassus. 
" May a king and queen wish this boy their son-in-Iaw; 

*' may the girls 
" Seize him; whatever he shall have trodden upon, may it be- 

" come a rose r 
But to a nurse I do not commit prayer : deny, 
O Jupiter, these to her, tho^ cloth^d in white she should ask. 40 
You ask strength for your nerves, and a body faithful to 
old age : 
Be it so — go on : but great dishes, and fat sausages, 
Have forbidden the gods to assent to these, and hinder Jove. 
You wi^h heartily to raise a fortune, an ox being slain, and 
Mercury 
You invite with inwards — "grant the household gods to 

" make me prosperous ! 45 

" Give cattle, and offspring to my flocks l'' — Wretch, by what 

means, 

his body may not fSuI him when he finely touched by the masterly pen of 

comes to be old. our Shakcspeare : 

42. Be U 80 — ^ 0«.] I see no harm Though I look old, yetlam strongand 
in this, says Persius ; you ask nothing lusty : 

but what may be reasonably desired, For in my youth I never did appiy 
therefore I donH find &ult with your Hot and rd^eUious liquors in my Uood ; 
praying for these things— ^o on with Nordidnotiuithunbashful/oreheadwoo 
yonr petitions. 7^ means o/weakness and ddnlity ; 

— Greai dishes,'] But while you are Therefore my age is as a lusty winter, 

praying for strength of body, and for Frosty, hui kindly 

an healthy old age, you are destroying As you like it, act iL sc iii. 

your health, and laying in for a dis- 44. You ivish, ^c.] Another is endear 

eased old age, by your gluttony and vouring to advance his fortune by offer- 

luzury. ing costly sacrifices, little thinking that 

— Sausaffe8.Ji Tuceta, a kind of meat these are diminishing what he wants to 

made of pork or beef chopped, or other augment 
stufl^ mingled with suet. — Oa: heing dain,'\ i. e. In sacrifice — 

43. Have forbidden, ^c.] While you in order to render the god propitious ; 
are praying one way, and living another, but you dont recollect that by this you 
you yourself hinder the gods firom grant- have an ox the less. 

ing your wishes. — Mercury.} The god of gain. 

— Hinder Jbw.] Prevent his giving 46. You tnmfe.] Arcessis — send for, as 

you health and strength, by your own it were — invite to fevour you. 

destroying both. — With inwards.'] Extis, the entrails 

The poet here ridicules those incon- of beasts offered in sacrifice. 

sistent people, who pray for health and — *^ The household gods,^'' ^c,] " Grant 

Btrength of body, and yet live in such " O Mercury," say you, " that my do- 

a manner as to impair both. Nothing ^ mestic a£birs may prosper !^^ See 

but a youth of temperance is likely to Ainsw. Penates. 

ensure an old age of health. This is 46. Oiw cattle^ ^c.] Grant me a 

VOL. u. R 
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Tot tibi cum in flammis junicuin omenta liquescant! 

Et tamen hic extis, et opimo vincere farto 

Intendit : " jam crescit ager, jam crescit ovile ; 

" Jam dabitur, jam jam f ' donec deceptus, et exspes, 50 

Nequicquam fundo suspiret nummus in imo. 

Si tibi crateras argenti, inciisaque pingui 
Auro dona feram, sudes ; et pectore Isevo 
Excutias guttas : Isetari prsetrepidum cor. 
Hinc illud subiit, auro sacras quod ovato 55 

Perducis facies. Nam, fratres inter ahenos, 
Somnia pituita qui purgatissima mittunt, 
Prsecipui sunto ; sitque iUis aurea barba. 

Aurum vasa Numse, Saturniaque impulit sera : 
Vestalesque urnas, et Tuscum fictile mutat. 6© 

oiiinber of cattle, and let all my flocks multitude of his sacrificefl, he has only 

be fruitful, and increase ! just so iai diminished it— he has nothing 

46. Wretdk, hy wkat means ?] How, left but one poor solitary sesterce at tbe 
thou silliest of men, can this be ? bottom of his purse, or chest : which, 

47. When the cavh of so many^ ^c.] iinding itself deceiyed, and hopeless of 
When you are every day prevept^ig all any accession to it, sighs, as it were, in 
this, by sacrificing your female b^sts yain, for the loss of its companions, 
before they are old enough to breed, which have been so foolishly spcnt and 
and thus, in a two-fold manner, destroy- thrown away. 

ing your stock ? The Roman nmnmus, when mentioned 

— The cauls.^ Omentum is the caul or as a piece of money, was the same with 

tsX that covers the inwards. the sestertius, about one penny three 

— MeU in Jlames.^ Being put on the &rthings. The prosopop^ here is very 

fire on the altar. humorous. 

— For yow.] In hopes to obtain what 63. 1/ to Hiee cups, ^] Men are apt 

you want. to think the gods like themselves, pleased 

48. For this man, ^c.] Thinks he shall \vith rich and costly gifts — to such the 
ovcrcorae the gods with the multitude poet now speaks. 

of sacrifices which he offers — this is his li^ saith Persius, I should make you a 

intention. present of a fine piece of silver plate, 

— TOA6oM?c&.] Theinwardsofbeasts or of some costly vessel of the finest 

offered in sacrifice. gold — 

— A rich pudding.'] They offered a — You yxnUd stveat.'] You would be 

sort of pudding, or cake, made of bran, so pleased and oveijoyed, that you 

wine, and honey. would break into a sweat wil^ agitft> 

49. " Now the jvdd «wreose»."] Says tion. 

he, fencying his land is better for what — Left breast.] They supposed the 

he has been doing. heart to lie on the left side. 

— ^" Now the sheep-fold.'^'] " Now me- 54. Shake oiU dropsJ\ t, e. You would 

*' thinks my sheep breed better/^ weep, or shed tears. Lachrymas excu- 

50. ^Now it shaU be given,'''* ^c.] tere, to force tears. Ter. Hdaut act L 
'^Methinks I already see my wishes sc. i L 115. Tears of joy woxild drop, 
" fulfiUed— every thing will be giyen me as it were, firom your very heail;- La* 
** that I asked for." chrymor prae gaudior. Tbe. Some un- 

— " Now presently.''^'\ " I shall not derstand Iseva here in the s^nse of fool- 

" be able to wait much longer." ish^ silly ; as in ViRO. ecl. i. 16. Ca^ 

— Till deceived and hopdess.'] Till, at saub. 

length, he finds his error, and that, by —Yourowr-tremUinffh^rtf ^c.] Palpi- 

hoping to increase his fortune by the tating with unusual motion, from tiie 
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When the cdtils of so many young heifers can melt for you 

inflames? 
And yet this man to prevail with bowels, and with a rich 

pudding 
Intends : " Now the field increases, now the sheep-fold — 
" Now it shaJl be given, now presently f ' till deceived, and 
hopeless, 50 

In vain the nummus will sigh in the lowest bottom. 

If to thee cups of silver, and gifks wrought with rich gold 
I should bring, you would sweat, and from your left breast 
Shake out drops — ^your over-trembling heart would rejoice. 
Hence that takes place, that with gold carried in triumph you 
Overlay the sacred faces. For, among the brazen brothers, 6« 
Let those who send dreams most purged from phlegm 
Be the chief, and let them have a golden beard. 

Gold has driven away the vessels of Numa, and the Satur- 
nian brass, 
And changes the vestal ums, and the Tuscan earthen-ware. 60 

Buddeiiness and emotion of your snp- in hononr aboye the rest— -^. d. Bestow 
prize and joj, wonld be delighted. most on those from whom you expect 

55. Thai takes placeJ] The notion or most 

sentiment takies place in yonr mind, that, — A gcldm heard.'] This alludes to 

because you are so oyerjoyed at receiying the image of iBsculapius, in the temple 

a rich and sumptuous present of silyer of Epidaurum, which was supposed to 

or gold, therefore the gods must be so reyeai remedies for disorders in dreams. 

too— judging of them by yourselE This image had a golden beard, which 

—Gfold carried in triumph, ^c.] Hence, Dionysius the tyrant of Syracuse took 

with the gold taken as a spoil from an away, saying jestingly, that, *^ as the 

enemy, and adoming the triumph of the ''&ther of JSscuIapius, Apollo, had no 

conqueror, by being carried with him in ^ beard, it was not right ibr the son 

his oyation, you overlay the images of " to haye one." 

the gods — thus complimenting the gods This communicating, through dreams, 

with what has been taken from your suchremediesaswereadaptedtothecure 

feUow mortals by rapine and plunder. of the several disorders of the inquirers, 

56. The brazen bnihers.l There stood was at first accounted the proyince of 
in the porch of the Palatine ApoIIo fifty ApoIIo and ^sculapius only ; but, on 
brazen statues of the fifty sons cf thebreakingoutof Egyptiansuperstition, 
-ffigyptus, the brother of Danaus, who, Isis and Osiris were allowed to haye the 
haying fifty sons, married them to the same power, as were also the fifty sonA 
fifty ^ughters of Danaus, and, by their of iBgyptus, here called the brazen bro- 
father^s order, they all slew their hu&- thers, from their statues of brass. 
bands in the night of their marriage, er- 59. Driven atvay, ^c,] Has quite ex- 
cept Hypermnestra, who saved Lynceus. peUed fix>m the temples the plain and 
See HoR. lib. iii ode xi. L 30, &c. simple vessels made use of in the days of 

These were believed to have great Numa, the first founder of our religious 

power of giving answers to tbeir in- rites. See Juv. sat. xi. L 115, 16, 

quirers, in dreams of the night, relative — The Satumian brass.'] The brazen 

to cures of disorders. vessels which were in use when Satum 

57. Most purged, ^c.] Most clear and reigned in Italy. 

true, as most defecated and uninfluenced 60. Changes the vestal ums.'] The 
by ihe gross humours of the body. pitchers, pots, and other vessels, which 

58. Be the chief.'] Let these be had the vestal virgins used in celebrating 

r2 
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curvffi in terras animse, et coelestium inanes l 
Quid juvat hoc, templis nostros immittere mores^ 
Et bona diis ex hac scelerata ducere pulpa l 
Haec sibi corrupto Oasiam dissolvit olivo : 
Et Calabrum coxit, vitiato murice, vellus. eh 

HsBC baccam conchse rasisse ; et stringere venas 
Ferventis massae, crudo de pulvere, jussit. 
Peccat et hsec, peccat : vitio tamen utitur. At voe 
/Dicite, pontifices, in sacris quid facit aurum i 
Nempe hoc, quod Veneri donatse a virgine pupse. 7d 

Quin damus id superis, de magna quod dare lance 
Non possit magni Messalse lippa propago : 
Gompositum jus, fasque animi ; sanctosque recessus 



the rites of Vesta, and which were fluenced by, and under the dominion 

anciently of earthen-ware, are now o^ the bodily appetiteg— to»!' trapKucM^ 

changed into gold. Comp. Juv. sat. vL cinBvfumv, 1 Pet iL ll.**Thatwhich is 

1. 342, 3. « bom of the flesh is flesh." John iii. 6. 

60. 7*^6 Tuscan earOunrware^ Are- Pnlpa literaUy means the polp, the 
tium, a city of Tuscany, was famous for fleshy part of any meat — a piece of 
earthen-ware,fromwhenceitwascarried flesh without bone. Ain9W. 

to R(»ne, and to other parts of Italy. 64. This.'] This same flesh — 

This was now grown quite out of use. — Disaoloes for Uself Casna^ ^c.l Cas- 

Comp. Juv. sat. xLl. 109, 10; andJuv. sia, a sweet shrub, bearing spice like 

sat. iiL L 168. cinnamon, here put for the spice ; of this 

The poet means to say, that people, and other aromatics mingled with oil, 

now-ardays, had banished all the simple which was hereby corrupted from its 

vessels of the ancient and primitive wor- simplicity, they made perfomes, with 

ship, and now, imagining the gods were which they anointed themselves. 

as fond of gold as they were, thought to Qb, Hath boiled, ^c.] To give tiie 

succeed in their petitions, by lavish- wool a purple dye, in order ta make it 

ing gold on their images. Comp. Isa. into splendid and sumptuous garments. 

xlvL 6. See Juv. sat. xii| 38, 9. 

61. O sovls botved, ^c.] This apo- The best and finest wool came from 
strophe, and what follows to the end, Calabria. The murez was a sheU-fiah, 
contain sentiments worthy the pen of a of the blood. of which the purple dye 
Christian. was made. The best were found about 

62. Whai doth this avaU.'] What pro- Tyre. See VmG. Mn. iv. 262. Hor. 
fiteth it. epod. xiL 21. — Vitiated — u e, cormpted 

— To place our manners, ^c.] Immit- to the purposes of luxury. 

tere — to admit, or sufFer to enter. Our 66. To scrape^ ^c:] This same pulp, or 

manners — i. e. our ways of thinking, our camal mind, first taught men to ex- 

principles of action — who, because we tract pearls firom the shell of the pearl- 

so highly value, and are so easily in- oyster, in order to ad(Nm themselves. 

fluenced by rich gifts, think the gods — And to draw, ^c] Stringeret— -to 

will be so too. See AiNSW. Immitto^ bring into a body or lump (Ainsw.) the 

No. 3, and 7. veins of gold and silver, by melting down 

63. And to esteem, ^c.] To prescribe, the crude ore. Ferventis massse — ^the 
infer, or reckon what is good in their mass of gold or silver ore heated to 
sight, and acceptable to them. fusion in a fiimace, and thus separating 

— Out of this undeed ptdp.'] From the them from the dross and earthy particles. 

dictates of this corrapted and depraved The poet is shewing, that tiie same 

flesh of ours. Flesh here, as often in depraved and cormpt principle, which 

S. S. means the fleshly, caraal mind, in- leads men to imagine the godt to be like 
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souls bowed to the earth — and void of heavenly things ! 
What doth this avail, to place our manners in the temples, 
And to esteem things good to the gods out of this wicked 

pulp! 
This dissolves for itself Cassia in corrupted oil, 
And hath boiled the Calabrian fleece in vitiated purple. 65 
This has commanded to scrape the pearl of a shell, and to 

draw the veins 
Of the fervent mass from the crude dust. 
This also sins, it sins : yet uses vice. But ye, 
O ye priests, say what gold does in sacred things i 
Truly this, which dolls given by a virgin to Venus. 70 

But let us give that to the gods, which, to give from a 

great dish, 
The blear-eyed race of great Messala could not — 
What is just and right disposed within the soul, and the 

sacred recesses 

themBelves, and to be pleased witli gold propriated to the rich ; but sometimes 

and silyer because men are, is the inven- they made use of the acerra (v. 5.), 

torandcontriverof allmanner ofluxury a small censer appropriated to the 

and sensual gratifications. poor. 

68. ITUs alao sinsy ^c.] This evil cor- 72. The Uear-eyed race, ^c.] VaL 
rupted flesh is the parent of all sin, both Corv. M essala took his name from Mes- 
in principle and practice. Comp. Rom. sana, a city of Sicily, which was besieged 
vii 18 — 24. and taken by him ; he was the head of 

— Yei ttaes vice,'] Makes some use of the illustrious &mily of the Messalae. 

vice, by way of getting some emolument The poet here aims at a descendaiit of 

from it, some profit or pleasure. his, who degenerated from the family, 

69. O ye priestSy ^c.'] But tell me, ye and so devoted himself to gluttony, 
ministers of the gods, who may be pr&- drunkenness, and luxury of sdl kinds, 
sumed to know better than others, what that, in his old age, his eyelids tumed 
pleasure, profit, or emolument, is there inside out ' 

to the gods, from all the gold with Let us offer to tbe gods, says Persius, 

which ^e temples are fumished and that which such as the Messal^ have not 

decorated ? to offer, however laige their censers may 

70. IVuly this^ ^c.] The poet answers be, or however great the quantities of 
for them — ^^ Just as much as there is to the incense put within them. 

** Venus, when girls oflfer dolls to hcr." 73, What is Just and rigM.'] Jus is 

Pupa, a puppet, a baby, or doll, such as properly that which is agreeable to the 

girls played with while little, and,being laws of man — &s, that which is agree- 

grown big, and going to be married, of- able to the divine laws. 

fered to Venus, hoping, by this, to ob- — Disposed,] Settled, fashioned, set 

tain her &vour, and to be made mothers in order or composed, fitted, set together, 

of real children. The boys oflfered their within the souL — It is very difficult to 

bullse to their household gods. Juv. sat give the full idea of compositum in 

xiiL 33, note. this place by any single word in our 

7 1 . But let us give, ^c.] The poet now language. 

is about to shew with what sacnfices the 73, 4. The sacred recesses of the mind.] 

gods^will be pleased, and consequently The inward thoughts and affections — 

what should be offered. what St. Paul calls ra Kpwrra ruv 

— A great rfisA.] The lanx — lit a avdponrwv. Rom. ii. 16. Prov. rxiii. 

deep dish — signifies a laige censer, ap- 26. 
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Menti^, et incoctum generoso pectus honesto. 

Haec cedo, ut admoveam templis, et farre litabo. 75 

74. A hreast imbrued, ^c.] Incoctum lightly tinged, but thoroughly soaked, so 

— ^metaph. taken from wool, which is as to imbibe ihe colour. See Virg. O. 

boiled, and so thoroughly tinged with the iiL 307. 

dye. It signifies that which is infused ; 75. That I may hring to the tempks.'] 

not barely dipped, as it were, bo as to be Let me be possessed of these, that I niay 
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Of the mind, and a breast imbrued with generous honesty — 

These give me, that I may bring to the temples, and I 

will sacrifice with meal. 75 



with these approach the gods, and then but, by that sacrifice, to obtain what is 

a little cake of meal will be a sufficient soaght for. 
offering. Comp. Virg. Mtl v. 745 ; and Tum Jupiter/aciat ut semper 
HoR. Ub. iii ode xxiiL 1. 17, &c. Sacrijie^, nec unquam litem. 

Lito not 011I7 signifies to aacrifice, Plaut. in Persa. 



SATIRA 111. 



AR6UMENT. 

Persius^ in this Satire^ in theperson ofa Staic preceptar^ vp- 
braids the young men with sloth^ and^ with neplect of the 
gtudy ofphihsophy. He shews the sad comeqmnces which 
will attend them throughout life, if they do not apply them- 
selves early to the knowledge ofmrtue. 

Nbmpe hsec assidue ! Jam clarum mane fenestras 
Intrat, et angustas extendit lumine rimas. 
Stertimus, indomitum quod despumare Falernum 
Sufficiat, quinta dum linea tangitur umbra. 

JJne' 1. *^ Wkat~^4hes0 things con- But I do not understand how the light 

^ stanUy ?^^] The poet here introduces a can be said to widen a chiok, if we take 

philosopher, rousing the pupils under his the word widen in its usual sense, of 

care firom their sloth, and chiding them making any thing wider than it was. 

for lying so late in bed. "What," Perhaps we may understand the verb 

says he ^'is this to be eyery day^s extendit,here,as extending to yiew — t.e. 

*' practice ?^^ making visible the interstices of the lat- 

— ^ Already ihe dear mominff,'*'* ^c.] tices, which, in the dark, are imper- 

q, d, You ought to be up and at your ceptible to the sight, but when the mom- 

studies by bieak of day ; but here you ing enters become apparent. It should 

are lounging in bed at full day-light, seem, from this passage, that the fenes- 

which is now shining in at the windows trse' of the Romans were lattice win- 

of your bed-room. dows. 

2. ^ Eoctends with light,^'* ^c.] Makes But the best way is to abide by ex- 

them appear wider, say some. But Car perience, which is in &your of the first 

saubon treats this as a foolish interpreta- explanation ; for when the bright sun 

tion. IJe says,that this is an '^Hypallage. shines through any chink or crack, there 

** Not that the chinks are extended, or is a dazzling which makes the chink or 

^ dilated, quod quidem inepte^scribunt, crack appear wider than it really is. Of 

^ but the light is extended, the sun the first glass windows, see Jortin, Rem. 

^ transmittingits raysthrough the chinks vol. iv. p. 196. 

" of the lattices." 3. ** We snorey'] Stertimus — ». e, ster- 

Dr. Sheridan says — ^" this image (an- titis. The poet represents the philo- 

''gustas extendit lumine rimas) very sopher speaking in the first person, 

beautifully expresses the widening of but it is to be understood in the second 

a chink by the admission of light." — **We students," says he, as if he 
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ARGUMBNT. 



The title of this Satire^ in some ancient manmcripts^ waSj 
" The Beproach of Idleness r though in others it is inr 
scribedy ^'Aaainst the Luxury and Vices ofthe Bich;^ — in 
hoth ofwhich the poet pursues his intention^ hut principally 
in theformer. 



(( 

(4 



What — these things constantly? Already the clear 

" morning enters 
The windows, and extends, with light the narrow chinks. 
We snore, what to digest untamed Faleman 
Might suffiee : the line is already touehed with the fifth 

" shadow. 



included liiinself^ bnt meaning, no donbt, instead of going to bed at a reasonable 

those to whom he spake. Comp. sat i. hour and sober, sat np late drinking, and 

1. 13. went to bed with their stomachs fiill of 

— *^ To diged untamed^ ^c.] Instead Faleman wine. 
of rising to study, we {%. e. je young 4. " The line is already touched,'*'' ^c.] 

men) are sleeping, as long as would suf- Hypallage ; for quinta linea jam tangi- 

fice to get rid of the fumes of wines, and tur umbra, i. e, the fifth line, the Ime 

make a man sober, though he went to or stroke which marks the fifth hour, is 

bed ever so drunk. touched with the shadow of the gnomon 

— *^ To diffe^.^'^ Despumare — ^metaph. on the sun-diaL 
taken from new wine, or any other fer- The ancient Romans divided the na- 

menting liquor, which rises in froth or tural day into twelve parts. Sun-rising 

scum : the' taking ofF this scum or froth was called the first hour ; the third after 

was the way to make the liquor clear, sun-rising answers to our nine oVlock ; 

and to quiet its working. Thus the Fa- the sixth hour was noon ; the ninth an- 

leman, which was apt, when too much swers to our three o^clock p. m. and the 

was drunk of it, to ferment in the twelfth was the setting of the sun, which 

stomach, was quieted and digested by we call six o^clock p. m. The fifth 

sleep. The epithet indomitum refers to hour, then, among the Romans, answers 

this fermenting quality of the wine. to our cleven o'clock a. m. The stu- 

Perhaps the master here alludes to dents slept till cleven — ^near half the 

the irregularitics of thcse students, who, day. 
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En, quid agis l siccas insana canicula messes 5 

Jamdudum coquit, et patula pecus omne sub ulmo est. 

Unus ait comitum, " Verumne ? Itane i Ocius adsit 
" Huc aliquis. Nemotf V Turgescit vitrea bilis : 
Finditur, Arcadise pecuaria rudere credas. 

Jam liber, et bicolor positis membrana capillis, 10 

Inque manus chartae, nodosaque venit arundo. 
Tum queritur, crassus calamo quod pendeat humor ; 
Nigra quod infusa vanescat sepia lympha: 
Dilutas, queritur, geminet quod fistula guttas. 

miser, inque dies ultra miser ! huccine rerum 15 

Venimus ? at cur non potius, teneroque columbo 
Et similis regum pueris, pappare minutum 
Poscis, et iratus mammse, lallare recusas? 

5. " io / fchca do you ?"] What are — " Qwtcfc," ^c.] Let some of the ser- 
you at — why donH yoii get up ? vants come imme<]Liately, and bring my 

— " The mad dc^stor."] Canicula — a clothes, that I may get up. 

constellation, which was supposed to 8. ''/s ihere ncbody^ ^c.] Does no- 

aiise in the midst of summer, when the body hear me call ? 

sun entered Leo ; with us the dog- — VUreous bile stvells.^ He £alls into a 

days. This is reckoned the hottest time violent passion at nobody^s answering. 

in the year ; and the ancients had a Horace speaks of splendida bilis, clear 

nption, that the influence of the dog-star bile — i. e, furious — in oppositioii to the 

occasioned many disorders among the atra bilis, black bile, which produces me- 

human species, but especially madness lancholy. This is probably the meaning 

in dogs. of yitrea, glassy, in this place. 

Jam Procyon/urit, 9. " / am split.^] Says the youth, with 

Et steUa vesani Leonis, calling so loud fbr somebody to come to 

Sole dies referente sicoos. me — 

HoR. ode xxix. lib. iii. L 18 — 20. — '* That yoiu^^d hdienoe^ ^.] You may 

Rabiosi tempora signi. well say you are ready to split, for you 

HoR. sat vi. lib. i L 126. make such a noise, that one would think 

The dop-star rages. Popb. that all the asses in Arcadia were bray- 

6. ^ Long sinoe is ripening.^'] They ing together, answers the philosopher. 
Bupposed that the intense heat, at that Eclipsis. Arcadia, a midland country 
time of the year, was occasioned by the of Peloponnesus, yery good for pasture, 
dog-star, wMch rose with the sun, and and fEimous for a laige breed of asses. 
fbrwarded the ripening of the com. See Juv. sat. vii. L 160, note. 

The poets foUowed this yulgar error, 10. Now a bo(A'] At last he gets out of 

which sprang firom the rising of the dog- bed, dresses himself, and takes up a book. 

star when the sun entered into Leo ; — Two-coloured parchment.] The stu- 

but this star is not the cause of greater dents used to write their notes on parch- 

heat, which is, in truth, only the effect ment : the inside, on which they wrote, 

of the particnlar situation of the sun at was white : the other side, being the 

that season. outer side of the skin, on which the wool 

— ^ All theflockl" ^c.] or hair grew, was of a yellow cast See 

Jam pastor umhras cumgrege languido Juv. sat vii. L 23, note. 

Bimimque fessus quarit^ et horridi — The hairs, ^c.] The hairs, or wool, 

Dumeta Silvani which grew on the skin, were scraped 

HoR. ode xxix. lib. iii L 21 — 3. ofi, and the parchment smoothed, by rub- 

Nunc etiam pecudes umhras etfrigora bing it with a pumice-stone. 

captant. Virg. ecL ii. 8. 11. Paper.'] Charta signifies any ma- 

7. Fdlow students.] This seems to be terial to write upon. The ancients made 
the meaning of comites in this place. it of yarious things, as leayes, bark of 
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" Lo ! what do you i the mad dog-star the dry harvests 5 
" Long since is ripening, and all the flock is under the 
" spreading elm.'' 
Says one of the fellow-students — " Is it true? Is it so! 
" Quick let somebody 
" Come hither — Is there nobody T — ^vitreous bile swells. 
" I am split ;^ — " that you'd believe the cattle of Arcadia 
to bray.'*' 
Now a book, and two-coloured parchment, the hairs being 
laid aside, 10 

And there comes into his hand paper, and a knotty reed. 
Then he complains that a thick moisture hangs from the pen: 
That the black cuttle-fish vanishes with water infdsed : 
He complains that the pipe doubles the diluted drops. u 
" wretch ! and every day more a wretch ! to this pass 
" Are we come ? but why do you not rather, like the tender 

dove, 
" And like the children of nobles, require to eat pap, 
" And angry at the nurse, refuse her to sing lullaby ?' — 



trees, &c. and the Egyptiaiis of the flag from the pen, and blots his paper. All 

oi the river Nile, which was called pa- these are so many excuses for his un- 

pyruft — ^hence the word paper. Charta wiUingness to write. 

Pergamena, t. e. apud Pergammn inventa 15. ^ O toretchP'* ^c] The philoso- 

(Plin. £p. xiiL 12.) sigmfies the parch- pher, hearing his lazy pupil contriTe so 

ment or yellum which they wrote upon, many triyial excuses for idleness, ez- 

and which was sometimes indiflFerently claims — ^ wretch, wretched young 

called charta, or membrana. Comp. Hor. ^ man, who art likely to be more 

sat X. lib. i. 1. 4 ; and sat. iii. lib. il L 2. " wretched every day you live !" 

But chartae here seems to m^n paper 16. ^Are we come,'''' ^c.] Are all my 

of some sort, diSerent from the memr hopes of you, as well as those of your 

bran% L 10. parents, who put you under my care, 

. The lazy student now takes pen, ink, come to this ! 

and paper, in order to write. — ^ Why do you not rtrfAer."] Than 

— ^ Amo^ reedf.] A pen made of a reed, occasion all this expence and trouble 

which was hollow, likc a pipe, and grew about your education. 

fuU of knots, at interyals, on the stalk. — *^ The iender dove.^^ These birds 

12.^6 comp2atn«,^c.]Thathisinkisso were remarkably tender when young— 

thick that it hangs to the nib of his pen. the old ones feed them with ihe half- 

13. CutUe-f^ ^c] This fish discharges digested food of their own stomachs. 

a black liquor, which the ancients used 17. ^* ChUdren of iio6^."] And of 

as ink. other great men, which are delicately 

— Vanishes with waier^ ffc^ He first nursed. 

complained that his ink was too thick: — ^Requireto eat pap.'"'^ Pappare is 

on pouring water into it, to make it thin- to eat pap as children. Minutu»-a-um, 

ner; henowcomplainsthatitistoothin, signifies any thing lessened, or made 

and the water has caused all the black- smaller. Here it denotes meat put into 

ness to yanish away. a mother^s or nurse^s mouth, there 

14. The jDtpe.] i, e. The pen made of chewed small, and then given to the 
the reed. child — as the doye to her young. Comp. 

— Doubles the dUuted drops.'] Now the the late note on I. 16. 

ink is 80 diluted, that it comes too fast 18. ** Angry at the nurte.^'*'] The word 
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" An tali studeam calamo T Cui verba ? Quid istas 
Succinis ^mbages ? Tibi luditur : effluis amens. 2a 

Contemnere. Sonat vitium percussa, maligne 
Bespondet, viridi non cocta ndelia limo. 
Udum et molle lutum es ; nunc, nunc properandus, et acri 
Fingendus sine fine rota. Sed rure patemo 
Est tibi far modicum ; purum, et sine labe, salinum. 25 
Quid metuas i cultrixque foci secura patella est. 
Hoc' satis i An deceat pulmonem rumpere ventis, 
Stemmate quod Tusco ramum millesime ducis! 



nunnmaB here refers to the mother or — foolish, silly, out of one^s wits (from 

nurse, which the children called mamma, a priv. and mens) — so, nnthinking, with- 

as they called the fether tata. out thought You mn out — effluis — 

This well describes the fractiousness metaph. from a bad vessel, ont of which 

of an humouxed and spoiled child, which, the Uquor leaks. You, foolish and un- 

because it has not immediately what it thinking as you are, are wasting your 

wants, flies into a passion with its nurse time and opportuni^ of improyement, 

when she attempts to sing it to sleep, little thinking, that, tike the Uquor from 

and will not suffer her to do it See a leaky vessel, they are insensibly passr 

AiNSW. Lallo. ing away from you—your very life is 

The philosopher sharply reproves his gliding away, and you heed it not 

idle pupil. Rather, says he, than come 21. ^ You^U be despiaed,^'} By all sober, 

to -schooi, you should haye stayed in the thinking people. 

nursery, and have shewn your childish — **A pot^ ^c.] Any vessel, made of 

perverseness there rather than here. clay that is not well tempered — viridi 

19. ** Can I study toith such a pen V'*'] limo, which is apt to chap and crack in 

The youth still persists in his Mvolous the fire — non cocta, not bsdced as it ought 

excuses, totally unimpressed by all that to be — virill answer badly, when sounded 

his master has said — ^ Blame the pen, by the finger, and will proclaim, by its 

^ donH blame me— can any mortal write cracked and imperfect sound, its de- 

" with such a pen ?" "fects. 

--'^^Whomdosithoudeeeivel^^^lahovld Thus will it be with you, none will 

suppose, that cui verba is here elliptical, ever converse with you, or put you to 

and that das, or existimas dare, is to be the proof^ but you wiU soon make them 

understood. Verba dare is to cheat or sensible of your deficiency in wisdom 

deceive ; and here the philosopher is and leaming, and be the object of their 

representing his pupil, who is framing contempt 

trivial excuses for his unwillingness to 22. ^' Wet and soji dayJ^l^ The poet 

study, as a self-deceiver — tibi luditur, still continues the metaphor. 

aaith he, in the next line. As wet and soft clay will take any im- 

19, 20. ^ Tho^ 8hift8,'*^'\ Ambages— pression, or be moulded into any shape, 
shifts, prevaricating, shuffling excuses. so may you ; you are young, your under- 

20. " ifepeflrf."] Succinis. — The verb standing flexible, and impressible by in- 
SHccino signifies to sing after another, to struction — 

follow one another in singing or say- — idoneue arti 

ing — ^here properly used, as expressing CuiUbet: arffiUaquidvisimitaberisuda. 

the repetition of his foolish excuses, HoR. epist. ii. lib. ii. L 7, 8. 

which followed one another, or which — " ^ostenW."] Now, now you are 

be roight be said to repeat one after the young, you are to lose no time, but im- 

other. mediately to be begun with. 

— " *Tis you are beguiled.^'] Luditur 24. " Formed incessaMly^'' ^c.] The 

here is used impersonally ; as concurri- metaphor still continues. As the wheel 

tur, HoR, sat. i. lib. i. L 7. of the potter tums, without stopping, 

— ^" Thmghtless you rwii oirf."] Amens till the piece of work is finished, so ought 
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"Can I study with such a pen?*" "Whom dost thou 

" deceive ? Why those 
" Shifts do you repeat? "Tis you are beguiled : thoughtless 

" you run out. 20 

"Youll be despised. A pot, the clay being green, not 

"baked, answers 
" Badly, being struck, it sounds its fault. 
" You are wet and soft clay ; now, now you are to be hasten^d, 
" And to be formed incessantly with a brisk wheel. But in 

" your patemal estate 
" You have a moderate quantity of com, and a salt-cellar 

" pure and without spot. 25 

" What can you fear ? and you have a dish a secure worship- 

" per of the hearth."" — 
" Is this enough ? Or may it become you to break your lungs 

" with wind, 
" Because you, a thousandth, derive a branch from a Tuscan 

" stock ? 

it to be with you ; you ouglit to be 26. " TF^oa«yo«,/^r?'*]— Sayyou 

taught incessantly, tiU your mind is who are possessed of so much property? 
formed to what it is intended, and this — ^ You have a dish,'" ^c.] Patella — 

with Btrict discipline, here meant by acri a sort of deep dish, with broad brims, 

rota. used to put portions of meat in, that were 

24. ^Paterrud estate,''^ &^c,'] But perhaps given as sacrifice. 

you will say, " Where is the occasion Before eating, they cut off some part 

^for all this? — I am a man of fortune, of the meat, which was first put into a 

^ and haye a sufficient income to live in pan, then into the fire, as an offering to 

^ independency ; therefore why all this the Lares, which stood on the hearth, and 
** trouble about leaming ? . were supposed the guardians of both house 

25. ^Moderate quaadxty^ ^c.] Far and land, and to secure both firom harm : 
signifies aU manner of com which the hence the poet says— -cultriz secura. 
land produces ; here, by metonym. the q, d, You haye not only a competent 
l^d itself — ^ modicum, a moderate estate in lands and goods, but daily 
estate, a competency. worship the guardian gods, who will there- 

— ^" A sall-oellar without spoV*'] The fore protect both — what need you fear ? 

ancients had a superstition about salt, 27. ^Is this emwghV^] To make you 

and always placed the salt-cellar first on happy. 

the table, which was thought to conse- — *^ May itheoome you.'"'\ Hayingrea- 

crate it : if the salt was forgotten, it was son, as you may think, to boast of your 

looked on as a bad omen. The salt- pedigree, can you think it meet — 

cellar was of silyer, and descended from — ^ To break your lungs^ ^c.] To 

&ther to son— see Hor. ode xyi. lib. ii swell up with pride, till you are ready to 

I. 13, ^4. — But here the salinum, per burst, like a man tiiat draws too much 

synec. seems to stand for all the plate air at once into his lungs. 

which this young man is supposed to 28. *^A ihousandth, derive^ ^c.] Mil- 

haye inherited from his &ther, which he lesime, for tu millesimus, antiptosis ; like 

calls purom and sine labe, either from trabeate, for tu trabeatus, in the next 

the pureness of the silyer, or from the line — because you can proye yourself a 

care and neatness with which it was branch of some Tuscan &mily, a thou- 

kept, or from the honest and &ir means sand off from the common stock. — The 

by which the &ther had obtained that Tuscans were accounted of most ancient 

and all the rest of his possessions. nobility. Horace obseryes this, in |iUost 
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OeDsoremve tuum vel quod trabeate salutas t 

Ad populum phaleras : ego te intus, et in cute, novi. 30 

Non pudet ad morem discincti vivere Nattfie ? 

Sed stupet hic vitio ; et fibris increvit opimum 

Pingue : caret culpa : nescit quid perdat : et alto 

Demersus, summa rursus non bullit in unda. 

Magne pater divum, ssevos punire tyrannos 35 

Haud alia ratione velis, cum dira libido 
Moverit ingenium, ferventi tincta veneno : 
" Virtutem videant, intabescantque relicta.'*' 
Anne magis Siculi gemuerunt sera juvenci ; 
Aut magis, auratis pendens laquearibus, ensis 40 

Purpureas subter cervices terruit, " imus. 



of his compliments to Maecenas, who gate and worthless character. See Hor. 

was deriyed firom the old kings of sat. vi. lib. i. L 124 ; and Juv. sat viii. 

Tnscany. See ode i. lib. i 1. 1, et aL 1. 95. 

fireq. 32. " He is stupified with wcc."] He 

29. ^ Censor, ^ ^c.] The Roman has not all his faculties clear, and capable 
knights, attired in the robe called trabea, of discemment, as you haye, therefore 
were summoned to appear before the cen- is more excusable than you are. By 
Bor (see Ainsw. Censor), and to salute long contracted habits of vice he has 
him in passing by, as their names were stupiiied himself. 

called over. They led their horses in — ** Fat hath increased,''* ^c.] Pingue, 

their hand. for pinguedo. These words are, I con- 

Are you to boast, says the philosopher ceive, to be taken in a moral sense ; and 

to his pupil, because the censor is your by fibris, the inwards or entrails, is to be 

relation (tuum), and that when you pass understood the mind and understanding, 

in procession before him, with your the judgment and conscience, the in- 

knight^s robe on, you may claipi kindred ward man, which, like a body over- 

wilh him ? whehned with fet, are rendered torpid, 

30. " Trappings to the people — "] q. d. duU, and stupid, so as to h^ve no sense 
These are for the ignorant vulgar to ad- and feeling of the nature of evil re- 
mire. The omaments of your dress you maining. See Psal. cxix. 70, former 
may exhibit to the mob ; they will be part. 

pleased with such gewgaws, and respect 33. " He is not to blame.'"'] i. e. Com- 

you accordingly. paratively. See Juv. sat ii. L 15 — 19. 

The word phalerae-arum, signifies trap- — " He knows not,''^ S[c.'\ He is insen- 

pings, or omaments, for horses ; also a sible of the sad consequences of vice, 

sort of omament wom by the knights : such as the loss of reputation, and of 

but these no more ennobled the man, the comforts of a virtuous life. He has 

than those did the horse. neither judgment to guide him, nor con- 

— ^ I know you intimatelp" ^c.] In- science to reprove him. 

side and out, as we say ; therefore you 34. " Overwhelmed."] Sunk into the 

canH deceive me. very depths of vice, like one sunk to the 

31. ^Does it not shame you^'''* ^c.] Do bottom of the sea. 

you feel no shame at your way of life, — ^" Bubble again^ jrc] i. e. He does 

you that are boasting of your birth, for- not emerge, rise up again. Metaph. 

tune, and quality, and yet leading the from divers, who plunge to the bottom 

life of a low profligate mechanic ? of the water, and, when they rise again, 

Natta signifies one of a sorry, mean make a bubbling of the surBEice as they 

occupation, a dirty mechanic. But here approach the top. 

the poet means somebody of this name, Therefore, young man, beware of 

or at least who deserves it by his profli- imitating, by thine idleness and mis- 
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" Or because robed you salute the censor (as) yours ? — 
" Trappings to the people — I know you intimately and tho- 

"roughly. 30 

" Does it not shame you to live after the manner of dissolute 

" Natta ? 
" But he is stupified with vice, rich fat hath increased in his 
" Inwards : he is not to blame : he knows not what he may 

" lose, and with the deep 
" Overwhelmed, he does not bubble again at the top of the 

" water.'' 
Great father of gods ! will not to punish cruel 35 

Tyrants by any other way, when fell desire 
Shall stir their disposition, imbued with fervent poison ; 
Let them see virtue, and let them pine away, it being left. 
Did the brass of the Sicilian buUock groan more, 
Or the sword hanging from the golden ceiling, did it 40 
More afiright the purple neck underneath ; " I go. 



spending of time, this wretched man, 39. The StcUian btiUodcj ^0.1 Allnding 

lest thou should^st bring thyself into the to the story of Phalaris^s brazen bulL 

same deplorable state. Perillus, an Athenian artificer, made 

36. Bp any other wapJ] Than by giving a figure of a bull in brass, and gave it 

them a sight of the charms of that virtue, to Phalaris, tyrant of Syracuse, as an 

which they have forsaken, and to which engine of torment : the bull was hoUow; 

they cannot attain. Haud velis — i. e. a man put into it, and set over a large 

noli. fire, would, as the brass heated and tor- 

— When dire luU^ ^c.] When they mented him, make a noise which might 

find their evil passions exciting them on be supposed to imitate the roaring of a 

acts of tyranny. See Ainsw. Libido, bulL The tyrant accepted the present, 

No. 1, 3. and ordered the experiment to be first 

37. Imhtted with/erventpoison.'] Tincta tried on the inventor himself. Comp. 

— imbued, full of^ abounding (met) Juv. sat. xv. 122, note. 

with the inflaming venom of cruelty, 40. The sword hanging^ ^c.] Damo- 

which may be called the poison of the cles, the flatterer of Dionysius, the Sici- 

mind, balefiil and fatal as poison in its lian tyrant, having greatly extolled the 

destrnctive influence. happiness of monarchs, was ordered, 

38. Lei them see virtue.'] Si virtus hu- that he might be convinced of his mis- 

manis oculis conspiceretur, miros amores take, to be attired, as a king, in royal 

excitaret sui. Senbc. This would be apparel ; to be seated at a table spread 

the case with the good and virtuous ; with the choicest viands, but withal, to 

but it would have a contrary effect have a naked sword hung over his head, 

towards such as are here mentioned ; suspended by a single hair, with the 

it would fiill them with horror and dis- point downwards ; which so terrified 

may, and inflict such remorse and stings Damocles, that he could neither taste 

of conscience, as to prove the greatest of the dainties, nor take any pleasure 

torment which they could endure. in his magnificent attendance. 

— Let them pine away.] For the loss 41. Purple neck, 4"^.] i. e. Damocles, 

of that which they have forsaken and who was placed under the point of the 

despised, as well as firom the despair suspended sword, and magnificently ar- 

of ever retrieving it. rayed in royal purple garments. Me- 

— It heing le/t.] i. e. Virtute relicta. ton. — Purpureas cervices, for purpuream 

Abl. abftol. cervicem — synec. 
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" Imus praecipites,^' quam si sibi dicat ; et intus 
Palleat infelix, quod proxima nesciat uxor? 

Ssepe oculos, memini, tangebam parvus olivo, 
Grandia si noUem morituri verba Catonis 45 

Dicere, non sano multum laudanda magistro ; 
QusB pater adductis sudans audiret amicis : 
Jure ; etenim id summum, quid dexter senio ferret, 
Scire erat in voto ; damnosa canicula quantum 
Raderet ; ancfustse collo non fallier orcae ; 50 

Neu quis callidior buxum torquere flagello. 

Haud tibi inexpertum, curvos deprendere mores ; 
Quseque docet sapiens, braccatis illita Medis, 



41, 2. "/ ^o, / go^ ^c."] A person 45, 6. Great toords o/ dyutg Caio.} 
within the bull of Phalaris would not Cato of Utica is here roeant, who kiUed 
utter more dreadful groans ; nor would himself^ that he might not &11 into the 
one seated like Damocles, under the hands of Julius Caesar, after the defeat 
sharp point of a sword, suspended over of Pompey. His supposed last delibe- 
his head by a single horseh^r, feel more ration with himself before his death, 
uneasy, than the man who is desperate whether he should stab himsel^ or fall 
with guilt, so as to give himself over into the hands of Csesar, was given as 
for lost, and to have nothing else to a theme for the boys to write on ; then 
fiay, than, ^ I am going, I am plunging they were to get the declamation, which 

headlong into destruction, nothing can they composed, by heart, and repeat it 

save me." by way of exercising them in elo- 

42, 3. Wtthin unhappyJ] Having an quence. 

hell, as it were, in his conscience. 45. Much to be praised.'] It was the 

43. Tum pale.'] Palleo literally signi- custom for the parents and their firiends 
fies to be pale — as this often arises firom to attend on these exercises of their 
fear and dread, palleo is used to denote children, which the master was sure to 
fearing, to stand in fear of, per meton. commend very highly, by way of flatter- 
So HoR. lib. iii. ode xxvii. 1. 27, 8. ing the parents with a notion of the 

Mediasque/raudes progress and abilities of their children, 

Palluit audaix. not without some view, that the parents 

In the above passage of Horace, pal- should compliment the master on the 

leo, though a verb neuter, is used active- pains which he had taken with his 

ly, as here by Persius : likewise before, scholars. 

sat i. I. 124, where palles is used me- — Inmne.] This does not mean that 

tonymically for hard studying, which the master was mad, but that, in com- 

occasions paleness of countenance. mending and praising such puerile per- 

— Nearest wife^ ^c.] His conscience formances, and the vehemence with 

tormented with the guilt of crimes, which he did it, he did not act like one 

which he dares not reveal to the near- that was quite in his right senses. 

est friend that he has, not even to the 47. Stvectting^'] t. e, With the eager- 

wife of his bosom, who is nearest of ness and agitation of his mind, that I 

alL might acquit myself well before him and 

44. Bestnedr'*^ my eyes^ ^c^ The phi- the friends which he might bring to hear 
losopher here relates some of his boyish me declaim. See above, note on L 46, 
pranks. I used, says he, when I was a No. 1. 

little boy, and had not a mind to learn 48. WUh reason^ ^c] Jure — ^not with- 

my lesson, to put oil into my eyes, to out cause. — q. d, My father might well 

make them look bleary, that my master sweat with anxiety ; for instead of study- 

might suppose they really were so, and ing how to acquit myself with credit on 

excuse me my task. these occaaions, it was the height of my 
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" I go headlong,'^ (than if any one should say to himself,) 

and, within 
Unhappy, should turn pale at what his nearest wife must be 

ignorant of ? 
I remember, that I, a little boy, offen besmearM my eyes 

with oil, 
If I was unwilling to learn the great words of dying 45 

Cato, much to be praised by my insane master ; 
Which my father would hear sweating, with the friends he 

brought : 
With reason; for it was the height of my wish to know what 
The lucky sice would bring, how much the mischievous ace 
Would scrape off — not to be deceived by the neck of the 

narrow jar — 50 

Nor that any one should whirl more skilfiilly the top with a 

scourge. 
It is not a thing unexperienced to you, to discover crooked 

morals, 
And the things which the wise portico, dauVd over with the 

trowser'*^ Medes, 



ambition to know the chances of the those which missed the mouth, and fell 

dice, play at chuck, and whip a top, on the ground, they lost 

better than any other boy. I made it my study, says he, to un- 

49. Lwdey sice, ^c.] Dexter, lucky, derstand the game of the orca, and to 
fortunate— firom dexter, the right hand, chuck so dexterously as not to miss the 
which waa supposed the lucky side, as mouth, howeyer narrow the neck might 
sinister, the left, was accounted un- be. 

lucky. 51. TTie topJ] Buxus — ^lit the box-tree, 

The sice — the six — ^the highest num- box-wood. As the children's tops were 

ber on the dice, which won. made of this, therefore, per meton. it is 

— Mischievous ace, ^c.] The ace was used to denote a top, as well as any 

the unluckiest throw on the dice, and thing else made of box-wood. Consis- 

lost alL See Ainsw. Canicula, No. 5. tently with his plan, he was determined 

It was the summit of his wish to be to excel, eyen in whipping a top» 

able to calculate the chances of the 52. Unexperienced^ &cJ\ The philoso- 

dice ; as, what he should win by throw- pher makes use of wnat he has been 

ing a six, and what he should lose if he saying, by way of remonstrance with his 

threw an ace. How much a sice, ferret, pupiL You, says he, are not a child as 

might bring, t. e. add, contribute to his I was then, therefore it does not become 

winnings — how much the ace, raderet, you to invent excuses to avoid your 

might scrape off, i, e. diminish, or take studies, in order to follow childish 

away from them. Metaph. from di- amusement»— you know better, you have 

minishing a thing, or lessening its bulk been taught the precepts of wisdom and 

by scraping it moral pMlosophy, and know by expe- 

50. Neck ofihe narrow Jar.'\ Orca sig- rience the difference between right and 
nifies a jar, or like earthen vessel, which wrong. 

had a long narrow neck : the boys used —'Orooked morals.'] Morals which de- 

to fix the bottom in the ground, and try viate from the straight rule bf right. Me- 

to chuck, from a little distance, nuts, or taph. from things that are bent, bowed, 

ahnonds, into the mouth ; those which crooked, and out of a straight line. 

they chucked in were their own, and 53. Wise poiiico.] Meton. the place 

VOL. IL % 
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Porticus : insomnis quibus et detonsa juventus 

Invigilat, siliquis et grandi pasta polenta. 55 

Et tibi, quse Samios deduxit litera ramos, 

Surgentem dextro monstravit limite callem. 

Stertis adhuc i laxundque caput, compage soluta, 

Oscitat hesternum, dissutis undique malis ? 

Est aliquid quo tendis, et in quod dirigis arcum l 60 

An passim sequeris corvos testaque lutoque, 

Securus quo pes ferat, atque ex tempore vivis ? 

Helleborum frustra, cum jam cutis segra tumebit, 
Poscentes videas. Venienti occurrite morbo ; 
Et quid opus Cratero magnos promittere montes ? 65 

Discite, o miseri ! et causas cognoscite rerum : 
Quid sumus : et quidnam victuri gignimur : ordo 

where wisdom is taught, put for the thera, of the letter y, were chosen, by 

teachers. The Stoics were so called, Pjthagoras, to demonstrate the two dif- 

from ffTooL, a portico, in Athens, spacious, ferent paths of yirtue and vice, the right 

and finely embellished, where they used branch leading to the former, the left to 

to meet and dispute. the latter : it was therefore called his 

BS.Datih^d over, ^c.] On the walls of letter: andPersinscallsthetwobranches, 

the portico were painted the battles of into which the y divides itself^ Samios, 

the Medes and Pcrsians with the Athe- from Samos, an island in the lonian 

nians, who, with their kings Xerxes and sea, where Pythagoras was bom, who 

Darius, were defeated by Miltiades, Le- hence was called the Samian philosopher, 

onidas, and Themistocles, Athenian ge- and the y the Samian letter. 

neials, at Marathon, Thermopylae, and 57. Shewn the path risingy ^c.] i. e. He 

on the coast of Salamis. had been well instructed in the doctrine 

— Trowser^d Medes."] The bracca was of Pythagoras, conceming the way to 

a peculiar dress of the Medes, which, like virtue. 

trowsers, reacUed from the loins to the Litera PythagorcB discrimine secta hir 

ancles. See Juv. sat. ii. 1. 169, note. comif 

54. WhichS\ i. e. The things taught HumantB viUs spedem pTaferre vir 
by the Stoics. deitur. Mart. 

— Sleepless yoirfA.] The young men 58. Do you sHU snore ?] Thou, who 

who follow the strict discipline of the hast been taught better things, irom the 

Stoics, and allow themselves but little principles and practices of the Stoics and 

sleep, watching oyer their studies night Pythagoreans, art thou aleeping tiU al- 

and day. most noon ? See L 4. 

— Shom.'\ After the manner of the — Your laa Aead, ^0."] In sleep, the 

Stoics, who did not suffer their hair to muscles which laise &b head, and keep 

grow long. See Juv. sat. ii 1. 14, 15. it upright, are all relaxed, so that the 

55. Bean-pods.'^ Siliqua is the husk, head will nod, and drop, as if it had no- 
pod« or shell of a bean, pea, or the like ; thing to confine it in its place : this is 
also the pulse therein : put here to de- often seen in people who sleep as they 
note the most simple and fruga} diet sit. 

Juv. sat. xi 1. 58. 59. Yatvn, ^c.] From the sleepiness 

— A greatpudding.'] Polenta — ^barley- and &tigue occasioned by yesterday^s 

flour, dried at the fire and fried, after debauchareyouyawningas ifyour jaws 

soaking in water all night. Ainsw. were ripped asunder? Dissutis— -metaph. 

This made a sort of &ied pudding, or from the parting, or gaping, of things 

cake, and was a kind of coarse food. sewed together, when unstitched, or 

56. And io thee, the letter^ ^c.] The ripped asunder. Mak signifies either 
two homs, or branches, as Persius calls the cheek, or the jaw-bone. 
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Teaches, which the sleepless and shorn youth 
Watch over, fed with bean-pods and a great pudding : S5 
And to thee, theletter, whichhath servM tbe Samian branches, 
Hath shewn the path rising with the right^hand limit. 
Do you still snore l and does your lax head, with loosenM 

joining, 
Yawn from what happenM yesterday, with cheeks unsewM 

in all parts ? 
Is there any thing whither you tend ? and to what do you 

direct your bow ? 60 

Or do you followcrows upand downwith a potsherd and mud, 
Careless whither your foot may carry you ; and do you live 

from the time i 
In vain hellebore, when now the sickly skin shall swell, 
You may see people asking for. Prevent the coming disease; 
And what need is there to promise great mountains to Cra- 

terus ? 65 

Learn, miserable creatures, and know the causes of things, 
What we are, and what we are engenderM to live : what order 

Osdat hestemum. Graecism. q. d, Principiis obsta : sero medidna para- 

Yawn forth yesterday^s debauch. tur^ 

Oacitando evaporat, et edormit hester- Cum mala per httffas invaluere moras. 

nam erapulam. Mart. Ovid. 

60. Is there any ihitig^ ^c.] Have you 65. What need is there^ ^c.] What need 
any pursuit, end, or point in view ? have you to let the distemper get such 

— ^Z)»rec^ ^ottr ftow.] Whatdoyouaim an head, as that you may be offering 

at ? Metaph. taken from an archer^s mountains of gold for a cure. Craterus 

aiming at a mark. was the physician of Augustus— put here 

61. FoUow crowAf ^c.] Or do you for any famous and skilful practitioner. 
ramble about, you know not why, nor The poet, here, is speaking figuratively, 
whither, like idle boys, that follow crows and means, that what he says of the dis- 
to pelt them with potsherds and mud, tempers of the body should be applied to 
in order to take them ? (as we should those of the mind ; of which all he says 
say, to lay salt upon their tails.) A pro- is equally true. 

verbial expression to denote vain, un- The first approaches of vice are to be 

profitable, and foolish pursuits. watched against, and their progress pre- 

62. Limefnm tke Hme,'} Ex tempore-^ vented ; o&erwise, if disregarded till ad« 
without any fixed or premeditated plan, vanced into habits, they may be too ob- 
and looking no farther than just the stinate for cure. Comp. 1. 32 — 4. 
present moment 66. Leam, ^c.] Here the philosopher 

63. In vain heUebore, ^c.] The herb applies what he has been saying, by way 
hellebore was accounted a great cleanser of reproof and remonstrance, in a way 
of nozious humours, therefore adminis- of inference — Leam then, says he, ye 
tered in dropsies. miserable youths, who are giving way 

When the skin is swoln with a dropsy, to sloth, idleness, and neglect of your 

it is too late to begin with remedies, in studies — ^leam, before it be too late, the 

very many cases. causes, the final causes of things, which 

64. Prevent, ffc,'] The wisest way is are the great objects of moral philosophy, 
to prevent the disorder by avoiding the whichteachethusthe causes and purposes 
cauaes of it, or by checking its first ap- for which all things were made. 
proaches. Occumte— meet it in its way 67. What we are.'] Both as to body 
to attack you. and soul ; how firail and transitory as to 

s2 
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Quis datus : et metse qua moUis flexus, et UDdsa. 
Quis modus argento : quid fas optare : quid asper 
Utile nummus habet. Patriae, carisque propinquis, 70 

Quantum elargiri deeeat : quem te Deus esse 
Jussit ; et humana qua parte locatus es in re — 
Disce : nec invideas, quod multa fideUa putet 
In locuplete penu, defensis pinguibus Umbris ; 
Et piper, et pernse, Marsi monumenta clientis : 75 

Maenaque quod prima nondum defecerit orca. 
Hic aliquis de gente hircosa centurionum 



the one, how noble and exalted as to the •^Whai it is righi to tnsh,^ Or pray 

other. for. See sat ii. per tot 

67. What we are enffender*d^ ^c.] To 69, 70. Rough money^ ^<l\ The true 

what end and purpose we are begotten, use of money, for this alone can make it 

in order to live in this world, and what useful. Asper nummus is coined gold 

life we are to lead. or silver ; so called iErom the roughness 

67. 8. What order 19 given.] In what which is raised on the sur&ce by the 
rank or degree of life we are placed. figures or letters stamped on it 

68. By what way the tuming, ^c.] Me- Not only money, but all wrought or 
taph. to denote the wise, well-ordered, chased silTer or gold, is signified by the 
and well-directed management, and right epithet asper. 

conduct of our afiairs ; as charioteers in Vasa aspera. Juv. sat xiv. L 62. 

the circus used all their care and ma- Cymbiaque argento perfNia atque as- 

nagement in tuming the meta, or goal, pera signis. Mn. t. L 267. 

so as to ayoid touching it too nearly. 70. Our country, ^c.] What we owe, 

To touch it with the inward wheel of the and, consequently, what it becomes us to 

chariot, yet so as but to touch it, was the pay, to our country, our relations, and 

choice art of the charioteer : this they friends, &c. 

called stringere metam. ; as to escape the 71. Whom the deity commanded, ^e.] 

danger in the performance of it they Quem — what manner of person it is the 

callcd evitare metam. will of heaven you should be in your 

Metaque /ervidis station. 

Evitata rotis. HoR. ode i. 72. In whai part placed, ^c.] Locatus. 

If they perforraed not this very dex- Metaph. from the placing people ao- 

terously, they were in danger of haying cording to their rank on the benches at 

the chariot and themselyes dashed to the theatres ; or fr^m soldiers, who are 

pieces. placed in particular stations as sentinela, 

— And of the tcater.l Another metar &c which they must not forsake, but 

phor to the same purpose, alluding to by leaye, or order, of the commander. 

the naumachia, or ship-races, wherein Thus the Stoics taught that eyery man 

there were likewise placed metse ; and was placed, or stationed, in some des- 

the chief art was, when they came to tined part of the human system (hu- 

the meta, to tack their ship so dex- mana re), which he must not quit at his 

terously, as to sail as near as possible own will and pleiiasure, but solely by the 

round it, yet so as to ayoid running permission or command of the Deity. 

against it See ^n. y. 129 — 31. 73. Leam.'] Qet a thorough, practical 

It was one part of moral philosophy, knowledge of the aboye-mentioned im- 

to teach the attainment of the best end, portant particulars, and then you .need 

by the safest, easiest, and best means, not enyy any body. 

avoiding all difficulties and dangers as — A jar stinks, ^c.] Nor enyy any 

much as possible. great lawyer the presents which are 

69. What measure to money."] What made him, of such quantities of provi- 
limits or bounds to put to our desires sions, that they grow stale and putrid 
after it, so as to ayoid coyetousness. before he can consnme them. Penus-i, 
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Is given, and by what way the turning of the goal, and of 

the water, may be easy : 
What measure to money — what it is right to wish — what rough 
Money has that is usefiil. To our country, and to dear 

relations, 70 

Howmuchitmaybecometogive; whomthe Deitycommanded 
Thee to be, and in what part thou art placed in the human 

system — 
Learn : — ^nor be envious, that many a jar stinks 
In a rich store, the fat Umbrians being defended, 
And pepper, and gammons of bacon, the monuments of a 

Marsian client, 75 

And because the pilchard has not yet failed from the first jar. 
Here some one, of the stinking race of centurions, 

or -UB, signifies a Btore of proyisioiis. tifytheir covetons desire of gain, which, 

A1N8W. by the way, could not be very consider> 

74. FcU Umbrians.^ The Umbrian and able, if it consisted only in such fees as 
the Marsian were the most plentiful of are above mentioned. Comp. Juv. sat 
all the provinces in Italy. viL 106—21. 

— Being defended — ^] Ably and strenu- However, Persius makes his philo- 

ously, in some great cause, in which sopher, in his discourse to his pupils, 

theyweredefendants — ^theysentpresents take an opportunity of ridiculing the 

of provisions to their counsel, and this lawyers, with no Uttle contempt and 

in such quantities, that they could not severity, by telling the young men, that, 

use them while they were good. if possessed of all the vaJuable principles 

75. And pepper^ ^c.] And that there of moral philosophy, they need not envy 
is pepper, &«. in the lawyer'8 store. the fees of the lawyers, which, by the 
The poet means to ridicule such vile way, he represents in the most ridiculous 
presents, as after him Juvenal did. See and contemptible light. 

Juv. sat vii. 1 19 — ^21. 77. Here some one^ ^c.] The poet here 

— Monumeat&f ^c.] Monumentum, or represents the philosopher as anticipat- 

monimentum (firom moneo) a memorial ing some objections which might be 

of any person or thing. The poet calls made to his doctrines, on the subject of 

these presents of the Marsians, monu- studying philosophy, which he does, by 

ments, or memorials of them, because way of answering them ; and thns he 

they were the produce of their country, satirizes the neglect and conterapt of 

and bespake firom whence they came as philosophy by the Roman pcople, and 

presents, to refresh their counsePs me- shews the MLacy and absurdity of their 

mory conceming his Marsian clients, arguments against it. 

who were, perhaps, plaintiffs in the cause — StinHng ceniurionsJ] Hircosus, from 

against the Umbri. hircus, a goat, signifies stinking, ram- 

76. Because ihe pilchard, ^c] Because mish, smelling like a goat 

a second jar of pickled herrings, or pil- The centurions, and the lower part of 

chards, was sent, before the first that had the Roman soldiery, were very slovenly, 

been sent was sdl used. seldom pulled off their clothes, and wore 

What fish the msena was is not cer- their beards, which they neglected ; so 

tain, but something, we may suppose, of that, by the nastiness of their persons, 

the herring, pilchard, or anchovy kind, they smelt rank like goats. 
which was pickled, and put up in jars. Persius makes one of these the spokes- 

The Stoics were no firiends to the man, by which he means, doubtless, to 

lawyers ; not that they condemned the reflect on the opponents, as if none 

profession itself^ but because it induced could be of their party but sueh a low, 

men to sell their voices, in order to gra- dirty, ignorant fcllow as this. 
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Dicat ; *' Quod sapio, satis est mihi : non ego curo 

" Esse quod Arcesilas, serumnosique Solones, {y^ 

" Obstipo capite, et figentes lumine terram ; 80 

*' Murmura cum secum, et rabiosa silentia rodunt, 

Atque exporrecto trutinantur verba labello, 

JEgroti veteris meditantes somnia : ffiffni 
"i>0 nihilo nihilum^ in nihihm nil posse revertL 
" Hoc est, quod palles ! cur quis non prandeat, hoc est !"' 85 
His populus ridet ; multumque torosa juventus 
Ingeminat tremulos, naso crispante, cachinnos. 

Inspice ; nescio quid trepidat mihi pectus, et segris 
Faucibus exsuperat gravis halitus ; inspice sodes, 

78. " Whail A»2ow," ^c.] The foundar teeth, as if they were gnawing or eating 

tion of all contempt of knowledge is self- their words, made those who saw them 

Bufficiency. take them for madmen, for they appeared 

I know enough to answer my pnr- like melancholy mad. Perhaps rabiosa 

pose, says the centurion ; I donH want silentia may allude to the notion of 

to be wiser. mad-dogs, who are supposed never to 

79. " Arcesilas.''] An -ffiolian by birth, bark. 
and scholar to Polemon ; afterwards he 82. ** Words are weighed^ ^c.] Tru- 

came to Athens, and joined himself to tinantur — ^metaph. firom weighing in 

Crantor, and became the founder of an scales : so these philosophers appear to 

academy. He opposed Zeno*s opinions, be balancing, i, e. deeply considering, 

and held, that nothing could be certainly their words, with the lip pointed out ; 

known. an action frequently seen in deep 

Persius, probably, who was a Stoic, thought 
means here to give him a rub, by sup- 83. " Meditaling ihe dreams^"^ ^c.] 

posing this ignorant centurion to men- Sick men^s dreams are proverbial for 

tion him as a great man. thoughts which are rambling and inco- 

— " Wretched Solons,''^] Solon was one herent ; as such the centurion represents 

of the wise men of Greece, and the great the thoughts and researches of these 

lawgiver at Athens. philosophers : of this he gives an in- 

I would not give a farthing, says the stance — 
centurion, to be such a philosopher as 83, 4. ^ Noihing can be prodtuxd^ 

Arcesilas, or as wise as Solon, who was ^c.] q. d, Ex nihilo nil fit — This was 

always making himself miserable with looked on as an axiom among many of 

labour and study, or indeed as any such the ancient philosophers, and so taken 

people as Solon was — (Solones.) for granted, that the centurion is here 

80. " Head aiw;y."] An action which supposed to deride those, who took the 

the philosophers much used, as having pains to get at it by study, as much as 

the appearance of modesty and subjeo- we should do a man who should kbour 

tion. See Hor. sat v. lib. ii 1. 92. j hard to find out that two and two make 

— " Fixing the eyes on the ground.^^^^ four. 
As in deep thought But we are taught, that God made 

Figentes lumine terram. Hypallage — the world out of matter, which had no 

for figentes lumina in terram. existence till he created it, contrary to 

81." Murmurs wiOi themsdves.'*'*] Peiv the blind and atheistical notion of the 

Bons in deep meditation are apt some- etemity of the world, or of the worId's 

times to be muttering to themselves. being God, as the Stoics and others 

— ^" Mad silence,"*^^ ^c.] They obscrved taught 
a silence, which, being attended with re- 85. " Is Uds what you stvdyV^] Palles 

clining the head, fiiong their eyes on — ^lit. art pale. See note on sat i. L 

the ground, and only now and then in- 124. 
terrupted by a muttering between the — « Should not dine.'^^ Is it for this 
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May say ; " What I koow is enough for me. I donH care 
" To be what Arcesilas was, and the wretched Solons, 
" With the head awry, and fixing the eyes on the ground, 80 
" When murmurs with themselves, and mad silence they 

" are guawing, 
" And words are weighed with a stretch'd-out lip, 
" Meditating the dreams of an old sick man — :that nothing 

^^ can 
" Be produced /rom nothing^ nothing can he returvCd into 

" nothing, 
" Is this what you study ? Is it this why oue should not 

" dine T 85 

The people laugh at this, and much the brawny youth 
Bedoubles the tremulous loud laughs with wrinkling nose. 
" Inspect : I know not why my breast trembles, and from 
" my sick 
" Jaws heavy breath abounds : inspect, I pray you ^** — 



that yoa pbilosophers half starve your- as he who, with a fetal distemper in his 

selyes with &sting, that your heads may body, should reject and ridicule the ad- 

be clear. vice of a physician, even act against it, 

Mente uti recte non possumus multo and thus at htst destroy himself. The 

cibo et potione completL Cic. Tusc. qui, 1. 90. is a relative without an ante- 

Quaest. 5. Quis for aliquis — lit. some cedent, but may be supplied thus- 
one. Let us suppose a man, who finding 

86. Thepeople loMgh cU this.] At these himself ill, says to a physician, *^ Pray, 
words the people, who are the supposed " doctor, feel my pulse, observe my case, 
hearers of this centurion, burst into a ^ examine what is the matter with me.** 
horse-Iaugh. — Inspice. 

— The brawny yoneth^ ^c.] The stout, -^" / know not why^^'' ^c.] I don't 

brawnyyoung feUows, the soldiers who know how or what it is, but I find an 

stood around, were highly delighted unusual fluttering of my heart. 
with the centurion^s jokes upon the phi- 89. " Heavy hreath abounds.'''*'] I feel 

losophers, and with repeated Idud laugh- an heaviness and oppression of brcath, 

ter proclaimed their highest approba- a difficulty of breatbing : which seems 

tion. here meant, as quickness of pulse and 

87. Tremvlous loud lauglis^ Cachin- difficulty of breathing are usual symp- 
nus signifies a loud laugh, particularly toms of feverish complaints, especially of 
in derision or scorn — tremulos dcnotes the infiammatory kind ; also a fetid 
the trembling or shaking of the voice in smell of the breath, which gravis also 
laughter, as ha ! ha ! ha ! denotcs. 

— WrinJding no^,] In laughter the — "• Insped, I pray yow."] Feeling 

nose is drawn up in wrinkles. See sat. himself ill, and not knowing how it may 

i. I. 41, note. end, he is very eamest for the physi- 

88. " Inspect^'' ^c.] The philosopher cian^s advice, and again urges lus re- 
having ended the supposed spcech of quest. 

the centurion against the study of phi- So would it be with regard to philo- 

losophy, now relates a story, by way of sophy ; if men felt, as thcy ought, the 

answer ; in order to shew, that a man disorders of the mind, and dreaded the 

who rejects and ridicules the principles consequences, they would not despise 

of philosophy, which are to heal the philosophy, which is the great healer of 

disorders of the mind, acts as fatal a part, the distempered mind, but apply to it 
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Qui dicit medico ; jussus requiescere, postquam 90 

Tertia compositas vidit nox currere venas, 

De majore domo, modice sitiente lagena, 

Lenia loturo sibi Surrentina rogavit. 

" Heus, bone, tu palles.'" " Nihif est." " Videas tamen istud, 

" Quicquid id est : surgit tacite tibi lutea pellis.^ 95 

At tu deterius palles ; ne sis mibi tutor ; 

Jampridem hunc sepeli : tu restas ? " Perge, tacebo."" 

Turgidus hic epulis, atque albo ventre lavatur ; 
Gutture sulphureas lente exhalante mephites. 
Sed tremor inter vina subit, calidumque triental 100 

Excutit e manibus : dente crepuere retecti ; 
Uncta cadunt laxis tunc pulmentaria labris : 
Hinc tuba, candelss : tandemque beatulus alto 



as eamestly as this sick man to the some. Comp. Juv. sat i l ]42 — i. 

physician. 94. ^Ho! good man^ ^c.] Away, 

90. Order^d to rest.'\ Being ordered after an hearty meal, wilii his belly full 

by the physician to go to bed, and keep of wine and yictnals (1. 98.) he goes to 

himself quiet. the baths, where his physician, happen- 

90, 1. Afier a third night.'] The pa- ing to meet him, accosts him with a 

tient, after abont three days observance firiendly concem, and mentions to him 

of the doctor^s prescription, finds his some symptoms, which appeared as if he 

fever gone, the symptoms yanished, and had a dropsy. 

his pulse quite composed and calm. — ^ You are paleJ""} Says the physi- 

As soon as he finds this, he forgets his cian ; you look ill. 

physician, and his danger, and falls to — *^ It is no^wi^.''] O, says the 

eating and drinking again as nsuaL spark, I am very well — nothing ails 

92. Greater house.^ He sends to some me. 

rich fnend, or neighbour, for some Sur- — ^Have an c^" ^cl Says the phy- 

rentine wine ; which was a small wine, sician — ^be it what it may that may 00- 

not apt to affect the head, as Pliny casion such a paleness, I*d have you 

observes : take care of it in time. 

Surrentina vina oaput non tenent. 95. " YeUow skin,^ ^c.] Lutea pellis 

Plin. xxiii c. 1. — ^the skin of a yellow cast, like the 

therefore, drunk in a small quantity, yellow-jaundice, which often precedes a 

might not have been hurtful ; especially dropsy. 

as this kind of wine was very old, and —^Silently rises.^'} Tacite— insensibly, 

therefore very soft and mild, before it by little and little, though you may not 

was drunk. perceive it — quasi sensim, rises, swells. 

— Afjogon moderatelt/ thirsting.'] Per- 96. " You are pale^'* ^c.] Says the 

sons who thirst but little, drmk but spark, in a hu£^ to the physician ; you 

little : this idea seems to be used here, are paler than I am — ^pray look to your- 

metaphorically, to denote a flagon that sell 

did not require much to fiU it — t. e. a — *^ DonH be a tutor,^'] *' Don't give 

moderate size flagon, but yet holding " yourself airs, as if you were my guar- 

enough to hurt a man recovering from " dian, and had authority over me." 

sickness, if drunk all at one meal, and 27. " / have long sinoe^^ ^c.] " It 

particularly before bathing, as seems to ^ is a great while since I buried my 

be the case here. " tutor." 

93. Ahout to bathe.'] Intending to — " Do you remain ?"] " Do you pre- 

bathe, which, after much eathig and " sume to take his place ?" 

drinking, was reckoned very unwhole- — ^Goon — /*// 6e «fe»<."] " pray," 
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Who says to a physician ; — ^being orderM to rest — after do 
A third night hath seen his veins to run composed, 
From a greater house, in a flagon moderately thirsting, 
He has asked for himself, about to bathe, mild Surrentine. 
" Ho ! good man, you are pale."" " It is nothing.*" " But 

" have an eye to it, 
" Whatever it is : your yellow skin silently rises."" — 95 
" But you are pale — worse than I — don't be a tutor to me, 
" I have long since buried him, do you remain T — " Go on 

"— rUbesUent.^^ 
He, turgid with dainties, and with a white belly is bathed, 
His throat slowly exhaling sulphureous stenches : 
But a trembling comes on whilst at his wine, and the warm 

triental 100 

He shakes out of his hands ; his uncoverM teeth crashed, 
Then the greasy soups fall from his loose lips : 
Hence the trumpet, the candles : and, at last, this happy 

fellow, on an high 



replies the physician, *^ go on your own after supper, and in the going in, and 

^ way — I shall say no more." in the bath itseli^ they draok laige 

98. Turgid wiik dcUnties,'\ Having his draughts of hot wine, to produce sweat. 

stomach and bowels fiill of meat and Hence Juv. sat viiL 1 168. thermarum 

drink. ^ calices. As also after bathing they 

— A white hellyi] When the liver, or sometimes drank very hard. See my 

spleen, is distempered, as in the dropsy, note on Juv. ubi supr. 

and the chyle is not tumed into blood, — Triental.'] A little vessel, which 

it circulates in the veins and small ves- was a third part of a larger, and held 

sels of the skin, and gives the whole about a gill ; this he has in his hand 

body a white or pallid appearance. fiill of Yfg^cm wine, but it is shook out of 

Thus HoR. lib. iL ode. ii. his hand by the trembling with which he 

CrescU indulgens sibi dirus hydrops^ is seized. 

Nec siHm pelUt, nisi causa morbi 101. His uneovered teeih, jfc.] His 

Fugerit venis, et aquosus dUbo face being convulsed, the lips are drawn 

Corpore languor, asunder, and discover his teeth, which 

— Is bathed.^ i. e. He persists in go- grind or gnash — this is frequent in con- 

ing into the bath in this manner, not- vulsion-fits. 

withstanding the waming which had 102. Greasy soups^ ^c.] Puhnenta- 

been given him. rium, chopped meat, with pottage or 

Q9. His throat slowly ecchaling^ ^c.] broth — ^AiNSW. which undigested meat, 

The fumes of the meat and drink ascend vomited up, resembles. He was seized 

out of the stomach into the throat, from vnth a violent vomiting, and brought 

whence they Icisurely discharge them- up all the dainties which he had filled 

selves in filthy steams. Mephitis sig- his stomach with before he went into 

nifies a stink, particularly a damp, or the bath. 

strong sulphureous smell arising from — From his loose lips.'] Hippocrat. 

corrupted water. See ^n. vii. L 84. in Prognostic. says, that, when the 

Mephitis was a name of Juno, because lips appear loose and hanging down, it 

she was supposed to preside over stink- is a deadly sign. 

ing exhalations. 103. Henoe the trumpet.'] Of this in- 

100. A tremhling comes on, S^c.] The temperance he dies. The funeials of 

riotous and glnttonous used to bathe the rich were attended with trampets 
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Gompositus lecto, crassisque lutatus amomis, 

In portam rigidos calces extendit : at illum io5 

Hestemi capite induto subiere Quirites. 

Tange, miser, venas ; et pone in pectore dextram : 
Nil calet hic : summosque pedes attinge, manusque : 

Non frigent. Visa est si forte pecunia, sive 

Gandida vicini subrisit molle puella, llO 

Cor tibi rite salit ? positum est algente catino 
Durum olus ; et populi cribro decussa farina : 
Tentemus fauces. Tenero latet ulcus in ore 
Putre, quod haud deceat plebeia radere beta. 

Alges, cum excussit membris timor albus aristas: 115 

Nunc, face supposita, fervescit sanguis, et ira 



and lights — the poor had only tibise, ennobled, that it is a &mily of yester- 

small pipes which played on the occar day. 

sion. Cover^d hea(L] Wearing the pi- 

103. This happy feUow.'] Beatulus — leus, or cap, which was the signal of 

dim. from beatus, happy. Iron. liberty. Servum ad pileum vocare, sig- 

103. 4. On an high bed, ^c] Laid nified to giye a slave his liberty, which 
on an high bier. Compositus here seems they did, among the Romans, by first 
to express what we mean by laying out a shaving his head, and then putting a 
corpse. cap upon it. Ainsw. 

104. Daubed over, ^c.] After wash- 107. ^Touch, wretch, my veins.^^] It 
ing the corpse with water, they anointed is very evident, firom the four last lines, 
it with perfumed ointment, of which that the case, which the philosopher has 
ihe amomum, an aromatic shrub, which put, is to be taken in an allegorical 
grew in Armenia, fumished the chief sense ; and that, by the conduct of ihe 
ingredient The amomum was used in wretched libertine, who rejected his 
embakning. Hence momy or mummy. physician^s advice, and proceeded in his 
See Amsw. absurd courses, tiU he fixed a disorder 

1 05. His riffid heels, ^c.] The Romans upon him which brought him to the 
always carried the dead heels foremost, graye, he meant to represent the conduct 
noting thereby their last and final de- of those who despised the philosophers, 
parture from their house. Rigid — ». e. those physicians of the mind, and siet at 
stifF with death. nought the precepts which they taught, 

106. Hestemal RomansJ] See Juv. till, by a continuance in their vices, 
sat iiL 60, note. When a person of their case became desperate, and ended 
consequence died, all the slaves which in their destruction. 

he had made free in his life-time at- However, the opponent is supposed 

tended the funcral ; some bore the to understand what the philosopher 

corpse, (subeire — ^put themselves under said, in his story of. the libertine, in a 

the bier,) others walked in procession. mere literal and grosd sense, and is 

These, being freedmen, were reckoned therefore represented as saying, " Whafs 

among the Roman citizens ; but they ** all this to the purpose ? WTiat is this 

were looked on in a mean light, and " to me ? I am not sick — I don't want 

were contemptuously called hestemi, " a physician— try, feel my pulse." 

Romans of yesterday — i. e. citizens — " On my ftreflwf."] To feel the regu- 

whose dignity was of very short stand- lar pulsation of my heart. 

ing. Thus the first gentleman or no- 108. ^Nothing is hot here."*^] There'8 

bleman of his family was called novus no sign of any feverish heat. 

homo. So we, in contradistinction to — " Toudi the extremes^^'* ^c.] You'll 

families which are old, and have been find there the natural heat ; no coldness 

long dignified^ say, of some family lately as in the feet and hands of a dying man. 
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Bed laid, and daubed oyer with thick ointments, 

Extends his ri^d heels towards the door : but him io5 

The hesternal Komans, with coverM head, sustained. 

" Touch, wretch, my veins, and put your right hand on 
" my breast : 
" Nothing is hot here : and touch the extremes of my feet 

^^ and hands : 
" They are not cold.'' — " If haply money be seen, or 
" The fair girl of your neighbour smile gently, iio 

" Does your heart leap ariffht ? — there is placed in a cold dish 
" An hard cabbage, and nour shaken thro' the sieve of the 

" people : 
" Let us try your jaws : a putrid ulcer lies hid in your 

" tender mouth, 
" Which it would be hardly becoming to scratch with a 

" plebeian beet. 
" You are cold, when white fear has rousM the bristles 
" on your limbs : 115 

" Now, with a torch put under, your blood grows hot, and 

" with anger 

1 09. " Ifhaply money be «ee»."] Here to injure,by sciatching or rubbing against 

the philosopher explains himself, and it with vulgar food. 

Beems to say, ** I grant that your bodfly 114. Beei.'^ Beta — some sort of hard, 

bealth is good, but how is your mind ? coarse, and unsavoury herb. Ainsw. 

does not tiiis labour under the diseases Put here, by meton. for any kind of 

of covetousness, fleshly lust, intempe- ordinary harsh food. 

rance, fear, and anger ? As a proof of If you found this to be the case, you 

this, let me ask you, if a laige sum of raay be certain that you have a luxurioug 

money comes in view, or your neigh- appetite. 

bour'8 handsome daughter should smile 115. When whitefear^ ^c.'\ You said 

upon you, does your heart move calmly that you had no cold in the extremes of 

as it ought, do you feel no desire of your feet and hands — but how is it with 

possessing either ?" you when you shudder with fear ? — The 

111. ^There is pUiced, ^c.] What Stoics were great advocates for apathy, 

think you of a vfle dish of hard, half- or freedom from aU passions, fear among 

boiled cabbage, or coleworts, and coarse the rest White fear, so called from the 

bread, such as the common people eat. palenesss of countenance that attends 

Farina is lit. meal or flour ; here, by it 

meton. the bread itself which is made — Rotis^d the brtstles.] Arista sig- 

of it. Shaken through the sieve of the nifies an ear of com, or the beard of 

people — t. e. of the poorer sort, who com. Sometimes, by catachresis, an 

used coarse sieves, which let more of hair or bristle, which is often said to 

the bran and husks through, and there- stand on end when people are in a 

fore their bread was coarser than that fright. 

of the gentry. 116, Now with a torch, S[c.^ He now 

113. Try your jaws.^ Whether they charges him with the disease of violent 

can devour such coarse fare, or whether anger, the blood set on fire, as if a bum- 

you would not find yourself as unable ing torch were applied, and eyes spark- 

to chew, or swallow it, as if you had a ling and flashing fire as it were. — In this 

sore and putrid ulcer lurking in your situation, says he, you say and do thinffs, 

mouth, too tender for such coarse food, that even Orestes himself, mad as ne 

and which it would not be at all fitting was, would swear were the words and 
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Scintillant oculi : dicisque, facisque, quod ipse 
Non sani esse hominis, non sanus juret Orestes. 

actions of a person out of liis senses. than you do, by despising the philoso- 

So that, though you may think you are phers, and rejecting their precepts, which 

well, because you find no feyerish heat are the only remedies for the disorders of 

in your body, yet you are troubled with the mind. 

a fever of the mind every time you are Thus the philosopher is supposed to 

angry. Therefore in this, as well as conclude his discourse with his oppo- 

with regard to the diseases of coyetou»- nent, leaving an usefiil lesson on the 

ness, lust, luxury, and fear, which are minds of his idle and lazy pupils, who 

all within you, you as much stand in n^Iected their studies to indulge in sloth 

need of a physician for your mind, as and luzury, not considering the fatal dis- 

the poor wretch, whom I haye been tempers of their minds, which, if ne- 

speaking o^ stood in need of a physician glected, must end in their destrudion. 
for his body ; nor did he act more op- 117. Orestes,'] Was the son of Agar 

positely to the dictates of sound reason memnon and Clytemnestra. He slew 

by despising his physician, and rejecting his own mother, and iEgisthus, her 

his remedies for his bodily complaints, adulterer, who had murdered his fkther. 
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" Your eyes sparkle, and you do and say, what Orestes hlmself, 
^^ Not in his sound mind, would swear was not the part of a 
" man in his right senses.'^ 

He killed Pyirhns, the son of Achilles, mfinite humonr and address, tumB 

in the temple of Apollo, for manying npon themselves, and natorally con- 

Hermione, who had been promised to cludes, upon their own premises, that 

him by her father Menelaus. Apollo they were greater fools than the rest of 

sent fories to haunt him for the pro&r the world. 

nation of his temple, and forced him to The Stoics were a proud, harsh, se- 

expiate his crimes at the altar of Diana vere, and sour sect, in many particulars 

Taurica. See Juv. sat xv. L 116 — 19. not very different from the Cynics. The 

See HoR. sat iii lib. ii. 1. 1 33, et reader may find an instructiTe account 

seq. in which satire Horace, with a de- of their principles, doctrines, and prac- 

gree of humour and raillery peculiar to tices, aa well as an edifying use made of 

himsel^ exposes the doctrine of the them, in that masterly performance of 

Stoic philosophers, which was, that all Dr. Leland, entitled, ^ The Adyantage 

mankind were madmen and fools, except ^ and Necessity of the Christian Reve- 

those of their own sect ; this he, with ** lation,'* voL ii 140 — 223. 



SATIRA IV. 



ABGUMENT. 

The sting of this Satire is particularly aimed at Nero ; but 
the Poet has heen cautious, and therefore has toritten it 
mder the notion of Socrates admonishing his pupil^ young 
Alcibiades : under thisfiction he attacks Nero^s unfitness to 
mana^e the reins of government^ his lust^ his cruelty^ his 
drunkenness^ his luxury and effeminacy, He also repre- 
hends the fiattery of Nerds courtiers^ who endeavoured to 

Rem populi tractas ? (barbatum haec crede magistrum 

Dicere, sorbitio toUit quem dira cicutae.) 

Quo fretus ? dic hoc, magni pupille Pericli. 

Scilicet ingenium, et rerum prudentia velox, 

Ante pilos venit ; dicenda, tacendaque, calles. 5 

Ergo, ubi commota fervet plebecula bile, 

Fert animus calidse fecisse silentia turbsB, 

Line 1. Do you vfumage^ ^c^ Do you undertaking ? 6t« irt(rr6v»y, says So- 

take upon yourself the management of crates to Alcibiades. 

public afiJEiirs — the govemment of the — O pupil., ^c.] The &ther of young 

state ? Alcibiades left him under the care and 

— Think.'] i. e, Let us suppose, ima- guardianship of Pericles, who was a wise 

gine. and great statesman, and who admini»- 

— The hearded master.'\ Socrates, who, tered the afSoirs of Athens for forty 

like other philosophers, wore a beard, as years. Alcibiades was prone to luxury 

a mark of wisdom and gravity ; let us and other yices, but giving himself to be 

suppose him thus to discourse to his pu- instructed by Socrates, he was somewhat 

pil Alcibiades. reclaimed. See Ainsw. Alcibiades. 

2. Direpotion^ §•&] Socrates was put 4. Tobesure.] Scilicet is here ironical, 
to death at Athens, on the accusation of and is put to introduce the following 
Anitus and Melitus. He was condemned lines, which are all, to L 13, ironical, 
to drink the juice of hemlock. See and lash Nero under the person of 
Juv. sat. xiiL 1. 185, 6, note. young Alcibiades. 

3. Upon what relying ?] What are — Genius.'] Ingenium — capacity, judg- 
your qualifications for this, that you ment. 

rely upon as sufficient for so arduous an — Quick foresight^ ^c.] Prudentia — a 
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ABGUMENT. 



make Ais mces pass for virtms* It may he supposed, 
that our poet might msan to represent Seneca^ Nero^s tutor^ 
under the character of Socrates^ the tutor of yowag Al- 
cibiades ; and Nero^ SeneccCs pupil^ wnder the character of 
Alcibiades, Persius has^ in tMs Satire^ almost transcribed 
Plato^sfirst Alcibiades. See Spectator^ No. 207. 

Do you manage the bus^nessof the people? (think the bearded 

master 
Tosaythese things, whomthedirepotion of hemlock took off.) 
Upon what relying ? tell this, pupil of great Pericles. 
To be sure, genius, and quick foresight of things, 
Gome before hairs : you know well what is to be spoken, and 

what kept in silence. 5 

Therefore when the lower sort of people grow warm with 

stirrM bile, 
Your mind carries you tohavemade silence to the warm crowd. 



oatuialquickiiessandforesightofthings, who, in all statea, aie, at times, apt 

and an habitual acting accordingly. to be troublesome if displeased. 

5. Brfore Aatrs.] t. e. The hain of the — With sUrr^d bileJ] Wax warm with 
beard. According to Suet. Nero began anger, their choler stirred, put into com- 
to reign before his seventeenth year. motion — 

— You know fjoeHf ^fc] This is a most 7. Your mind carries yoti,'} Your mind 

important qualification in the chief go- is so persuaded of your dignity and au^ 

yemor of a state, to know when .to thority, that it cames you into a notion, 

speak, and when to be silent — what to that you have but to wave your hand, 

impart to the people, and what conceal and the people, though in ever so great 

from them — what to take public noticeof, a ferment, would be instantly appe^sed. 
and what to pass over zn silence : there- — To haoe made silence^ ^&J The 

fore when — thought has but to come into your mind, 

6. The lower 9ort ofpeopUJi Plebecula and the thing seems to have been al- 
(dim. firom plebs), the mob, as we say; ready done. See ^n. i. 152 — 7. 
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vt 



Majestate manus. Quid deinde loquere ? — " Quiritea, 

" Hoc, puto, non justum est ; illud male : rectius istud.'' 

Scis etenim justum gemina suspendere lance lo 
Ancipitis librae : rectum discernis, ubi inter 
Curva subit ; vel cum fallit pede regula varo : 
Et potis es nigrum vitio praBfigere theta. 

Quin tu, igitur, summa nequicquam pelle decorus, 

Ante diem blando caudam jactare popello 15 

8. What then, S^c.'] q. d. Now let us ] 1. The doubtfid balance.'] Not know- 
suppose you to have succeeded, and to ing which way it will incline, till the 
have made silence, fecisse silentia — experiment be made. So there may be 
what would be your speech to them, in questions which may be very doubtful 
order to their dispersion ? conceming right, and not to be decided, 

— " ife)mon«."j Quirites. The poet till very nicely weighed in the mind. 

supposes him to address the mob by the — What is straiffhi, ^c.] Metaph. from 

ancient and honourable title of Quirites, measuring things by a straight rule, by 

in order to gain their attention, and by which is discovered every deviation and 

this, too, he marks out who is meant by inclination from it This was applied to 

Alcibiades ; for the Romans, not the morals ; what was right was called reo- 

Athenian8,wereca]ledQuirites,fromQui- tum — what was not right, curvum. So 

rinus, i. e. Romulus, their first founder. sat iiL 52. 

9. "/ think.^] Pluto — i. e. in my Hattdtibiineapertumcurvosd^endere 
opinion. He speaks with the diffidence mores. 

and fear of a young and inezperienced 11, 12. When betiffeen crooked ihinga^ 

meai^ instead of the boldness and autho- ^c.] Virtue may sometimes be found, so 

rity of an old ezperienced govemor. situated between two vices, as to make 

— "/s notjust,^ ^c.] He represents Al- the decision of what is right very diffi- 

cibiades (t. e. young Nero) as a mise- cult ; its extremes may seem to border 

rable and puerile orator, and making a on vice, either on one side or the other. 

speech consisting of very few words, (and For instance, when Junius Bmtus put 

those ill calculated to allay the turbu- his two sons to death, for siding with 

lence of an enraged mob,) and therefore Tarquin Hfter his expulsion from Rome, 

not fit for the govemment of such a place this action of Bmtus, however virtuous 

as Rome, where seditions and risings of it might be, certainly bordered on cm- 

the people were very frequent, and elty and want of natural a£fection on 

which required all the gravity and force one hand, and want of justice and pub- 

of popular eloquence to appease them. lic spirit on the other. See Juv. sat. 

-**^Thai is badly,'" 6^c.] He represents viiL I. 261, note. 

Aldbiades, as if he were saying over his 12. When a rule deceives, S^c.'] Me- 

lesson about the ro 8ticouov, ro KoXoy, ro taph. from legs which bend inward ; 

HtKauntpov, to his master Socrates ; in bandy legs, which are misshapen and 

order to ridicule the supposed speech of uneven. You also know, when on ac- 

Nero to the people, which is more like a count of some necessary exceptions, the 

Bchool-boy^s repeating his lesson in mo- rule itself would be uneven and wrong, 

ral philosophy, than Uke a manly autho- and would deceive, if observed according 

ritative oration, calculated for the ar- to the letter of it 

duous occasion of appeasing an incensed For instance, it is a rule of justice to 

and seditious mob. retum a deposit, when demanded by 

10. Vou hnow how to suspend^ ^c.] i.e. the owner. A m^ in his right mind, 
To weigh and balance between right and leaves his sword in his friend^s hands-r- 
wrong ; and to resolve all difficult and afterwards he runs mad, and, with an 
doubtfiil questions conceming them. apparent intent of doing mischief, comes 
Metaph. taken from weighing in scales, and demands his sword : the law, in the 
to ascertain the tmth of the weight of letterof it,says,"retum it;" butthis,in 
any thing. sach a case, would be a distort^on of 
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With the majesty of your hand : what then wiU you speak ? 

'^ Bomans, 
" This, I think, is not just ; that is badly — ^that more right.'" 

For you know how to suspend what is just, in the double scale 
Of the doubtful balance ; you discern what is straight when 

between 1 1 
Crooked things it comes, or when a rule deceives with a wry 

foot ; 
And you are able to fix the black theta to vice. 

But doyou therefore (in vain beautiful inyour outward skin) 
Before the day, to boast your tail to the fawning rabble 15 

right, whicb, if obeyed, would decelTe was a beantiful youth— so, all agree, 

him that complied with it into a wrong Nero was — ^but, alas ! how Tain and 

action. empty was this outward embellishment 

13. To fioe ^ Uadc theta.'] You are of a fine person, if his mind were replete 
perfectly c^illed in the proper distribu- with ig^iorance and vice, so that he was 
tion of punishments. The letter 6 was utterly unfit for the high station to which 
put to the names of those who were ca- he aspired ! 

pitally condemned among the Greeks, it 15. Before ^ day.l Before the time 

being the first letter of the word Bayoir comes, when a maturer age, and an ao» 

Tos, death. quired knowledge in the a&irs of go- 

q. d. You perfectly understand crimi- yemment, shall haye qualified you 

nal as well as civil justice. properly. Nero, though not fourteen 

In all these four last lines Persius is years old, after his adoption by the em- 

to be understood directly contrary to peror Claudius in preference to his own 

what he says, and to speak ironically of son Britannicus, was presented with the 

Nero^s abilities for the distribution of manly robe, which qualified him for 

dyil and criminal justice. In short, he honours and employments. At the same 

means that Nero had not any sort of time, the senate decreed, that, in his 

knowledge or experience which could fit twentieth year, he should dischaige the 

him for the govemment on which he had consulship, and, in the mean time, as 

entered. consul designed, be invested with pro- 

14. BiU^ ^c.] The poet having, in the consular authority out of Rome, and be 
four preceding lines, represented So- styled prince of the Roman youth. 
crates as insinuating, by a seyere irony, — Boofi your iaU.'\ Metaph. alluding 
that his pupil was destitute of all the to the peacock^s tail, which, when ez- 
requisites which form a chief magistrate, panded, is yery beautiful, and highly ad- 
(which we are to understand as applied mired, by children particularly ; (comp. 
by Persius to young Nero,) now repre- Juv. sat. vii. 32, note.) So young 
sents him as throwing off the disguise of Nero, in order to draw the eyes and 
irony, and, in plain terms, arraigning his affections of the common people upon 
affecting the goyemment, young and in- him, appeared at the Circensian games 
experienced as he was, and, to that end, in a triumphal robe, the mark and op- 
his exhibiting his handsome person, clad nament of the imperial state. Ant. 
in a triumphal robe, in order to captivate Hist ubi supra. 

themindsofthesilly rabble->SeeTAcrr. Caudam jactare, in this line, is by 

Ann. lib. xiii. and Ant. Univ. Hist yol. some interpreted by wagging the tail-— 

xiy. p. 356. when he, instead of go- metaph. alluding to dogs wagging the tail, 

Yeming others, stood in need of that wi»- when they seem to &wn and flatter, in 

dom which could enable him to goyem order to ingratiate themselyes with those 

himself. whom they approach. Comp. sat i. 87, 

— Therefore.'] As you are destitute and note. This undoubtedly giyes a 

of the preceding qualifications of a chief yery good sense to the passage, as de- 

magistrate. (See 1. 10 — 14.) BcriptiyeofNero^sflatteriesandblandish- 

— Jn vain beaut^ulj ^c.] Alcibiades ments towards the populace at Rome, 

VOL. u. T 
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Desinis, Anticyras melior sorbere meracas ? 

QuaB tibi summa boni est l — " uncta vixisse patella 

" Semper, et assiduo curata cuticula sole.'^ 

Expecta ; haud aliud respondeat haec anus. I nunc, 

Dinomaches ego sum, suffla, sum candidus. Esto, 20 

Dum ne deterius sapiat pannucia Baucis, 

Oum bene discincto cantaverit ocima vernae. 

Ut nemo in sese tentat descendere ! Nemo : 



In order to gain their &your. But I hension. Antic^rrae stands here for the 

rather think that the interpretation hellebore which grew there. Meton. 

which I have preferred (for both are to See sat i. L 51, note ; and Hor. lib. ii. 

be found in commen^tors) is most sat. iii. 1. 83. 
agreeable to the preceding line : All this is, in snbstance, what Plato 

Quin iu, igitur, summa nequicquam represents Socrates saying to Alcibiades ; 

pelle decorus — but Persius is to be understood as apply- 

which seems to allude to the appearance ing it to Nero, who, having taken the 

which Nero made, when, to draw the reinsofgoyemment,withoutbeingqualir 

eyes and aifections of the people upon fied for the management of them, flat- 

hlm, he exhibited himself in a triumphal tered, and paid court to the senate and 

lobe at the Circensian games. See 1. people, in order to gain their fevour ; 

14, n. 1. when all he did, that appeared righ^ 

Casaubdn condudes his note on L \h, 4id not proceed from inward virtue and 

as giving a preferenco to the. aUusion rcal knowledge, but from counterfeiting 

which I have adopted — "Hoc autem atid dissembling both. — -Lcave oif this, 

** venuste dictum a Persio — ^jactare se says Persius, till be^ng properly iii? 

'' populo — Ut apud Juvenalem, structed and informed in the principles 

^ Ipae lacemaUg cum sejactaret amica.'** of real wisdom and virtue, you raay be 

Juv. sat. L I. 62. that really which now you only pretend 

**^ Translatum a pavonibus, quando — in the mean time, as you are at pre- 

" — picta pandunt spectacula cauda.'''* sent, you are more fit to be put under 

HoR. sat. iL lib. ii. L 26. a regimen of hellebore than for any 

^ Tunc enim creduntur jactare se foemi- thing else. As a proof of this, let me 

" nis,*' &c. ask you — '- 

15. Thefavming rabble.'] Blando— flat- 17. " Your.sum qfgood.^''] Your sum- 
tering, fawning, easily captivated with mum bonum, or chief good. If you an> 
outward shew, and as easily prevailed swer truly, you must own it to be — 
on to make court to it Popeflus, dim. — ^ To have alvxxys iived^'^ ^] To 
of populus— -small, silly, or poor people fare sumptuously, and to live in all the 
— the rabble or mob. Ainsw. delicacies of gluttony. — This is what 

16. Leave offi\ Desinis.— 9. d. Do you Persius supposes to be Nero^s aoswer. 
desist from engaging the admiration and 18. "'Skm taken care ofy"* S(;c^ They 
flatteries of the people by your fine out- used to anoint their bodies, and then 
ward appearance, as though you aspired bae^ in the sun, to make their skin imr 
at goveming them — bibe the oil, that it might be smooth and 

— More fi.'\ Melior — i. e. aptior— delicate. See Mart. Ep. lib. jc ep. xji.. 
t. e. when you are fltter to be drinking Here Persius attacks the lu^ouy and 

hellebore to purge out your madness of effeminacy of Nero, who had not yet 

vice and foUy ? *. thrown off the mask ; but whatever vices 

9%epure Anticyra.] Antic^rrse meracae and debaucheries he might practise pnr 

•-whole isles of pure hellebore. Ainsw. vately, to the public he stiU continued 

Anticyrae were two islands in the ^gean to personate a character of some remain- 

sea, £unous for producing large quan- ing virtues. 

tities of hellebore, much in repute for — ** Oontinual «w»."] Hypallage — for 

piirging the head, not only in madness, continually in the sun. See Juv. sat. 

but to clear it, and quicken the appre- xL I. 203. 
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Leave off, more fit to drink up the pure Anticyrse ? 

" What is your sum of good T — " To have always lived with 

" a delicious 
"Dish, and the skin taken care of in the continual sun." — 
" Stay : this old woman would hardly answer otherwise. — 

" Go now — 
" I am of Dinomache f — " puff up f' — " I am handsome :"' 

— " be it so : 20 

" Since ragged Baucis is not less wise than you, 
" When she has well cried herbs to a slovenly slave.'' 
How nobody tries to descend into himself ! nobody : 



19. "5itey."] Stop a little— there'8 an 
old woman crying her herbs — ^ask her 
what she thinks the chief good, and 
joull hear from her as wise an answer 
as you have given rae, says the poet, 

Lin the person of Socrates to Alci- 
ies. 

— ** 6ro «ow," ^c.] t. e. Go now 
where you please, if such be your ideas 
of the chief good, and boast that you 
are nobly bom, the son of the noble 
Dinomache, that great and illustrious 
woman — but how will this fit you for 
gOTemment, while your ideas are so ig- 
noble and base? Alcibiades was the 
Bon of a noble woman of that name — 
Nero of Agrippina. 

20. "Pf#ap."] Suffla— "be proud of 
** this — puff yourself up with this. con- 
** ceit — ^but, idas ! of what avail is this, 
^ when the first wrinkled old woman you 
** meet is as well informed, touching the 
** chief and highest good of man, as you 



"are." 



21. ^Banteis.^^ The name of an old 
woman. See Ov. Met lib. yiiL fab. viii. 
ix. — ^here put fbr any of that character. 
Pannuceus signifies ragged, or clothed 
in rags ; also wrinkled. 

22. " Cried herbs^^ ^c.] Ocimum is an 
herb called basil, but put here in the 
plnral nnmber for all sorts of herbs, 
which, as well as this, were cried and 
Bold by old women about the streets of 
Rome. 

Discinctus signifies, lit. ungirt, thc 
dothes hangingloose — hence slovenly — 
and perhaps it may therefore be a pro- 
per epithet for one of the common slaves, 
who might be usually slovenly in their 
appearance ; one of these bearing the 
woman cry herbs, goes out into thc 
strcet and buys some. 



Some are for making cantaverit ocima 
a figurative expression for the old wo- 
man^s quarrelling, and abusing fUe slave ; 
but I see no reason for departing from 
the above literal cxplication, which, to 
me, seems to contain a very natural 
description of an old herb-woman, cry- 
ing her herbs in a sort of singing or 
chant, such as is heard every day in 
London, and one of the lower servants 
in the family hearing her, and going into 
the street to her to buy some. 

The poefs meaning here is to mortify 
Nero'8 vanity, with regard to his person 
and appe<arance. " You boast of your 
"youth, birth, and fortune — of your 
" beauty and elegance of appearance^* — 
all which may be understood by can- 
didus — 

Candidus, et talos a vertice pulcher ad 
imo8, HoR. epist. ii. lib. ii 1. 4. 

q. d. " I grant all that you can say on 

these subjects ; but how Kttle are all 

these, in comparison of the beauty and 
^ omaments of the mind, i|i which you 
^ donH exceed a poor old, ragged, and 
^ wrinkled hag, that cries herbs about 
^ the street ! She is not worae off (de- 
** terius) than yon, in point of wisdom 
** and knowledge ; nay, she may be said 
**to exceed you, since she is endowed 
" with wisdom enough to fulfil, and will 
^ to perform, what her station of life re- 
'' quires : she cries her herbs well, and 
"" knows how to recommend them to the 
** best advantage to the buyers ; but you 
'^are destitute of all those qualities 
"which are requisite to perform the 
" duties of that station, in which you 
" are placed as the chief govemor of a 
" great people." 

23. Nobody tries, ^o.] However pro- 
fitable self-knowlcdge may be, yet how 

t2 
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Sed prsBcedenti spectatur mantica tergo. 

Quaesieris, " nostin** " Vectidi prsedia T " Cu jus T 25 

" Dives arat Curibus quantum non milvus oberyet.^ 

Hunc ais i hunc, dis iratis genioque sinistro, 

Qui quandoque jugum pertusa ad compita figit, 

Seriolse veterem metuens deradere limum, 

Ingemit, hoc bene sit ; tunicatum cum sale mordens 30 

Csepe, et farratam pueris plaudentibus oUam, 

Pannosam faecem morientis sorbet aceti. 

At si unctus cesses, et figas in cute solem, 
Est prope te ignotus, cubito qui tangat, et acre 



backward are men to endeayour to tot milYos intra tna pascixa lassos.— 

search and know themselves ! — ^in short, Cures was a city of the Sabines, or rather 

Qobody does this. the country about it 

24. The tPoUet, ^c.] Alluding to that 27. " Him do you, say T^] Do you mean 
&ble of ^sop, which we find in Phsedrus ihat Vectidius, who has so much land at 
as foUows : Cures ? — say you — 

Peras imposuU Jupiter ru^ duas : — ^ ^Ttm."] Hunc — ^novi understood. 

Propriisrepletamviiiispostterffumdedit, — q. d, O yes, I know him of whom you 

Alienis ante pectus susjpendU gravem, speak. 

Hac re videre nostra mala non possu- — ** Angry gods,'"'^ It was a notioh 

mus, among the ancient heathen, that the 

AIU simul ddinquunt, oensores sumus, gods were displeased and angry with 

Hence, though we do not see our own those with whom they themselyes were 

feults, which &re thrown (as it were) be- displeased, even at the time they were 

hind our backs, yet those who follow us bom, and that, therefore, through life, 

can see them, and will look at them they were under an adverse &te. See 

sharply enough ; thus we also look at Juv. sat i. 1. 49, 50 ; and Juv. sat. x. 

the faults of those whom we follow. 129. 

DixerU insanum qui me, totidem audiet, Dis ille adversis gemtits,/aioquesimshv, 

atque — " An ufdudey genius,'*^'] See sat iL 

Pespicere ignoto discet pendentia tergo. 1. 3, note.- 

HoR. lib. ii. sat iii. 1. 298, 9. "• Ofhea/oen and earth the soom^ 

25. You r.tay he asked, ^c.] t. e. Sup- ** WUh angry gods, and adverse geniua 
pose you are inquired of by somebody, " hom.'" Brbwstbr. 
and are asked, '^Whether you know Sinister, as has been already observed, 
"the ferms on the estate of Vecti- (See Juv. xiv. 1, note,) means unfbr- 
** dius ?^* tunate, unlucky, untowBrd ; also un- 

— ^" Whose ?"] i. e. Whose say you ? favourable. 

— ^as if not knowing whom he means to 28. " Fiaxs a yoke,^ ^c] This allndiM 

inquire about. to a festival time, when, alter ploughing 

26. *^ Rich he ploughs,'*^ ^c.] I mean, and sowing were over, the husbandmen 
says he, that rich fellow, that has more hung up the yokes of their oxen on 
arable k,nd than a kite can skim over in stakes, or posts, in some public highway, 
a day. Oberro signifies to wander about most frequented ; therefore they chose 
in an irregnlar manner, and well de- the compita, or places where four ways 
scribes the flight of a kite, which does met, where the country-people came to- 
not proceed straight-forward, but keeps gether to keep their wakes, and to per- 
wheeling about, in an irregnlar manner, form their sacrifices to the Lares, or 
in search of prey. This seems to be rural gods ; hence called Compitalitii 
proverbial for a large and extensive This was a season of great festivity, 
fanded estate. See Juv. sat ix. 1. 55. (somethinglikeharvest-homeamongns,) 
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But the wallet on the preceding back is looked at.— 

You may be asked — " Do you laiow the farms of Vectidiusr 

" Whose r 25 

" Rich he ploughs at Cures as much as a kite cannot fly over.'^ 
" Him do you say ! — ^him, with angry gods, and an unlucky 

" genius, 
" Who, whensoever he fixes a yoke at the beaten cross-ways, 
" Fearing to scrape ofl^ the old clay of a vessel, 
" Groans^'' — " May this be well r " champing, with salt, a 

" coated 30 

" Onion, and the servants applauding a mess of pottage, 
Sups up the mothery dregs of dying vinegar."— 

But if anointed you can loiter, and fix the sun in your 

" skin, 
There is nigh you one unknown, who may touch vrith the 

" elbow, and sharply 

when the ^Eirmers ate and drank with Acre 

great jollity. Potet acetum. 

29. ^Fearingto aorape^ ii{c.'\ The an- Hon. sat. iii. lib. iL 1. 116, 17. 
cients, when they put wine into yessels, When wine ferments and tums sour, 
stopped up the mouth with clay or pitch there is a ecum or mouldiness on the top, 
daubed over it. When it was brought which bears the f^pearance of white 
out for use, the mouth was unstopped, rags — hence mothery wine was called 
by scraping off the coTering, that the pannosus. Every word in this line has 
wine might be poured out Hor. lib. L an emphasis, to describe the covetous 
ode XX. L 2, 3. miserable wretch who is the subject of it. 

This poor niggardly wretch, even at Sorbet, he sups or drinks up, leaves 

a time of festivity, grudged to open a none — wine tumed sour, mothery, the 

yessel ; and, if he did it, seemed as if it dregs of it, dying, losing even the little 

ihreatened his ruin. 0, says he, with a spirit it had. So we speak of vapid, flat 

g(h>an, may this end well ! hoc bene sit— liquors, that have lost all their spirit — we 

a sort of solemn deprecation, frequently say they are dead, as dead small-beer, 

used by the Romans on their under- &c. All this he is supposed to do, even 

taking something yery weighty and im- at a time of feasting, rather than afFord 

portant. . himself good liquor. 

30. \, ^A coated omon.'"] Tunica- 33. " rbw can loiter,'" ^c.] Comp. 1. 
tum — ^because an onion consists of se- 18. If you indulge in laziness, luxury, 
yeral coats. and eifeminacy. The poet here cautions 

31. '^ 'Messo/pottage.^^^ Farratam sig- the relator of the fitults of Vectidius, and 
nifies made of com ; ollam, a pot in lets him know that some other may make 
which the pottage (which was made of as free with his. 

com, meal, or flour, with water and 34. ** One unknotun.^''^ Don't think 

herbs) was boiled ; heie, by metonymy, that your faults will be concealed any 

put for its contents — t. e. the pottage. more than you conceal the faults of other 

Comp. Juv. sat. xiv. 171, note. people. Somebody or other, whom per- 

— ** Servants applauding.'*'''^ Even this haps you little think o^ and whom you 

mean &re, bcdng more thsm Ihey usually knew not — 

had on other days, therefore they re- — "" May tou^'* ^c.] May remind 

joiced at the sight of it, and applauded you of your vices by a gentle jog of 

their master^s Kberality. Comp. Juv. the elbow, and say, " Pray look at 

sat xiv. L 126—34. *'home." 

32. " Sups up ihe moOiery dregs^ ^c.] 34, 5. " Sharply spit down^^'' ^c,] Acre, 
Acetum — wine tumed sour. a Grsecism ; for acriter, sharply, with 
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Despuat in mores ; penemque arcanaque lumbi 35 

Runcantem, populo marcentes pandere vulvas. 

Tu cum maxillis balanatum gausape pectas, 

Inguinibus quare detonsus gurgulio extat ? 

Quinque palsBstritse licet hsec plantaria vellant, 

Elixasque nates labefactent forcipe adunca, 40 

Non tamen ista filix uUo mansuescit aratro. 

Csedimus, inque vicem prsebemus crura sagittis : 
Vivitur hoc pacto : sic novimus. Ilia subter 
Caecum vulnus habes ; sed lato balteus auro 
Prsetegit : ut mavis, da verba, et decipe nervos, 45 

Si potes. " Egregium cum me viciuia dicat, 
" Non credam ?' viso si palles, improbe, nummo ; 
Si facis, in penem quicquid tibi venit amarum ; 
Si puteal multa cautus vibice flagellas ; 
Nequicquam populo bibulas donaveris aures. 50 

Respue quod non es : tollat sua munera cerdo : 



acrimony. — Despno, literally, is to spit part of our character is most yuliierable. 

down or upon : hence to spit out in ab- The gladiators could guard the body, 

horrence, to express contempt, abhor- but the legs and lower parts were much 

rence, destruction : ^ therefore don^t exposed to the stroke of the adYer- 

" flatter yourself that you will escape the sary. 

** censure of others, any more than Vec- 43. Tkua we lweS\ Vrntnr, impers. 

"tidius, or others, escape yours — your — q.d. li\i\% is the manner/^f common 

*^ manners are such, as to call for the life, censuring and being (Jelisnredi. See 

" utmost abhorrence, and the sharpest sat. iii. L 20, luditur, note. 
"censure." Metaph. firom those who — Thm we knotv.^ Thus we become 

spit, on smelling or tasting any thing acquainted with men^s characters, by 

that is filthy. hearing their &ults published by their 

From this place to L 42, the thoughts revilers. 
and expressions are by no means proper 44. A hlind wound.'] i. e. You practise 

for literal translation — I have therefore wickedness, which is concealed from the 

paraphrased them, and shall only ob- eyes of the world, but yet wounds your 

serve, that their tendency is indirectly conscience ; guilt lurks within, and 

to charge the young emperor Nero with wounds you inwardly. 
certain lewd and unnatural actions, 44, 5. A heU — covers U — ] Metaph. 

which, however hitherto he might keep from the practice of the gladiators, who, 

fifom the public eye, were yet practised when they received a wound, coyered it 

by him in secret. with the broad belt which they wore, in 

42. We lash.'] Or we strike others, order to keep it from the eyes of the speo- 

in ceusuring and publishing their tators. Thus Nero, by the greatness of 

&ults. his power, and by the splendour of his ap- 

— We eapose our legs to arrows.] Me- pearance and situation, (here meant by 

taph. firom the gladiators, who, while the figure of a broad belt of gold,; 

they strike at the adversary, expose covered his iniquities fi*om the animad- 

their own persons to be wounded where version of the laws, and firom the obser- 

most easily vulnerable. So while we lash vation of the people. 
or strike others with our tongues, we ex- 45. Cheat—-and deceim^ ^c.] Impose 

pose ourselves to be lashed by them in upon others, and deceive your own feel- 

our tum, and to receive the arrows of ings, as much as you please, that is, if 

detraction and defemation into whatever you find it possible so to do. 
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" Spit down on your in^jQer&: who by vile arts 35 

*' Are making your body smooth and delicate. 

" When you can comb a long anointed beard 

*' On your cheeks, why are you shorn elsewhere? 

" When, after all the pains that can be taken, 

" Tho^ assisted, in the depilation of your person, by 40 

" Five strong wrestlers, you can never succeed. 

" We lash, and in our turn we ex:po§e pur Jegs to arrows. 
" Thus we live — thus we know — under your bowels 
" You have a blind wound : but a belt with broad gold 
" Covers it : as you please, cheat — and deceive your nerves, 45 
" If you can.*" — " When the neighbourhood says I am ex- 

" cellent, 
" Shall I not believe it T — " If money being seen, wicked 
man, you are pale — 

If you do whatever your lust prompts you to — 
" If, cautious, you scourge the puteal with many a wale, 
" In vain shall you give your soaking ears to the rabble. 50 
" Reject whatyouare not — Letthe cobbler takeawayhisgifts: 

45. Cheat^ Da verba. See before, was the tribunal of the praetor. This 
note, sat. iii 1. 19. was the scene of many of Nero's nightly 

— ^ iVen?es."] Nervos. The nerves frolicks, who was a kind of Mohock in 

are the organs of sensation. his diversious, and committed numberless 

46. ** Ifyou ca«."] e. e. But this you enormities, even murders and robberies, 
cannot do. disguised in the habit of a slave : but, 

— ^ Whentheneighbourhoodsatfs,''''6^c.'] at last, having been soundly beatcn, he 

These are the words of Alcibiades («. e. grew cautious, and went attended by 

Nero) in answer to what has been said. gladiators. It is to this Persius here 

** All the world," says he, ** speak of alludes. And Nero might well be called 

my excellence as a man, and as a the scourge of every place where he 

prince, and would you not havc me transacted such cnormities, and be said 

" believe what they say ?" to leave many marks and wales behind 

47. ^lfmon&y^ ^c.] Socrates {i.e. him in thosc places which were the 
Persius) answers — *' Instead of taking scenes of his flagitious practices. 

" the idea of your own character from 50. " In vain^'' ^c.] It will be of 

" the flatteries of the populace, examine very little use to you to let your ears 

yourself ; and if you find that you imbibe the applause and flattery of the 

grow pale, as it were, at the very mob (see before, 1. 15,) which ears of 

sight of money, from an envious and yours are as prone to this as a sponge 

covetous desire after it — if you give to soak in water. 
" the reins to your abominable lusts — if If your own conscience accuses you 

**you are committing robberies, mur- of what I have above spoken of, the 

** ders, and other acts of cruelty in the applauses, which you know yourself to 

** streets, cautious to secure yourself by be utterly undeserving of, can give you 

**taking guards with you — in vain," but little comfort, nor can they make 

&c. Puteal (from puteus, a well.) you better than you are. 

When lightning fell in any place, the 51. ** Bjejed what you are no^."] Per- 

old Romans covered the place over, sius concludes this Satire with two lines 

like a public well ; and such a place of salutary advice to Nero 

they properly called puteaL There was Reject, put away from you, what 

one in the Roman forum, and near it does not belong to you — lay aside the 
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Tecum habiia, et noris quam sit tibi curta supellex. 



feigned character under whicli you ** let them carrj them away, and keep 

appear. *^ them to themselvea, or bestow them 

61. "Zc/ ike oofiWer,*' ^c.] Cerdo— put ** elsewhere ; haTe nothing to do with 

liere for the lower people in generaL ^them.'' 

See Juv. 8at iv. L 153.—^. A "Give 52. "Dwcff w&h yoursel/,''} u «. Re- 

** them back the presents which they tire into thyeelf ; let thine own |breast 

** make you of adiQation and applanie ; be the abode of thy constant thoughts. 
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" Dwell with yourself, and you will know how short your 
" household stuff is.'^ 

52. ** Your household tiuff^ ^c.] You Metaplu from tbe famiti}re of an 

will then find out how poorl j fnrnished house — ^here applied to those qualities of 

you are within, how short your abilities, the mind which are necessary to fumish 

and how little fitted for the arduous task and adom it, for the purposes of dyil 

of goyemment, or indeed for the pur- and social life. 
poses of ciyil society. 
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SATIRA V. 



ARGUMENT. 



This Satire is justly esteemed the hest ofihe six, — It consists 
ofthree parts: in thefirst ofwhich the Poet highly praises 
Annceus Gomutus^ who had been his preceptor^ and recomr 
mends other young men to his care, — In the second part^ he 
hlames the idleness and sloth of young men^ and exhorts 
them to follow after the liberty and enfranchisement of 

Persius. Vatibus hic mos est, centum sibi poscere voces, 
Centum ora, et linguas optare in carmina centum : 
Fabula seu moesto ponatur hianda tragoedo, 
Vulnera seu Parthi ducentis ab inguine ferrum. 

Gornutus. Quorsum hsec? aut quantas robusti carminis 
ofias 5 

Ingeris, ut par sit centeno gutture niti ? 
Grande locuturi, nebulas Helicone legunto : 
Si quibus aut Prognes, aut si quibus oUa Thyestae 



Line 1. A custom, ^c.] Of epic poets, Aditm centum, ostia cenium, 

and Bometimes of orators, to adopt this Unde ruunt totidem voces responm Si- 
idea. bi/UcB. 

HoM. II. ii. for instance : 2. For verses.'] i. e. That, when they 

ov$ 6i fAoi b€Ka fi€y yKtaffffaii ^cKa compose their verses, their style and 

$€ (TToiiara €tcv. language might he amplified and ex- 

So VniG. Geor. ii. L 43 ; and ^n. tended, adequately to the greatness and 

vL 1. 625. variety of their subjects. 

Non mihi si centum Ungua sint, oraque 3. Whetker a fable.'] The subject or 

centum. story on which they write is called the 

And, Quint ad fin. Decl. vi. Univer- fable. 
Borum vatum, scriptorumque ora consen- — Bawled oui, ^c.] i. e. Whether 

tiant, vincet tamen res ista mille lin- they write tragedy, to be acted on the 

guas, &c. stage. Comp. Juv. sat vi. 1. 635. 

— An hundred voices.] Alluding per- Cfrande Sophodeo carmen bacchamur 
haps to the responses of the Sibyl — hiatu. 

ViRG. JEn. vi. 1. 43, 4. 4. Or the loounds of a Parthian, ^c.] 



SATIRE V. 



ARGUMBNT. 

the mind, — Thirdly^ he shews wherein true liherty consists^ 
and asserts that doctrine of the Stoics, that " a wise raan 
^"^ only is free;'' and that a slavery to mce is the most 
miserable of alL 
The Satire hegins in the form of a dialogue hetween Persim 
and Comutus. 

Persim. This is a custom with poets, to ask for themselyes 

an hundred voiees, 
And to wish for an hundred mouths, and an hundred 

tongues for their verses : 
Whether a fable be proposed to be bawled out by the sad 

tragedian ; 

Or the wounds of a Parthian drawing the sword from his 

groin. 

Comutus, Wherefore these things ? or how great pieces 

of robust verse 6 

Dost thou thrust in, that it should be meet to strive with 

an hundred throats I 
Let those who are about to speak something great, gather 

clouds in Helicon, 
If to anyeither the pot of Progne, or if to any that of Thyestes 

Or write an epic pocm on the wars of enough to require a number of throats 

the Romans with the Parthians, in to swallow them. 

which the latter were overcome. q. d. What great and huge heroics art 

Atd labentis equo describere vtdnera thou setting about, which thou canst 

Parthi. H6r. sat. i. lib. ri. 1. 15. think equal to such a wish, in order lo 

5. Comvtvis. Wherefore these thir^ ?] enable thee to do them justice ? 
Quorsnm — to what end, purposc, or 7 . Cfatlier douds in Helieon.'] iiet them 

intcnt, do you mention these things, go to mount Helicon, (see ante, the Pro- 

as if yon were wishing them for your- logue, 1. 1, note,) and there gather lip 

self? the mists which hang over the sacred 

— ITow ffreat pieces, jfc.] Metaph. top, and which teem, no doubt, with 

from a person who puts large lumps or poetical rapture. 
pieces of meat into his mouth, big S. The pot o/ Progne, 4[<!.] i. e. 1{ axiy 
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Ferveblt, saBpe insulso coenanda Gljconi. 

Tu neque annelantl, coquitur dum massa camlno, lo 

Folle premls ventos : nec, clauso murmure raucus, 

Nesclo quid tecum grave cornlcaris inepte : 

Nec scloppo tumldas intendis rumpere buccas. 

Verba togse sequeris, junctura calUdus acri, 

Ore teres modico, pallentes radere mores 15 

Doctus, et ingenuo culpam defigere ludo. 

Hinc trahe qu» dicas : mensa^que relinque Mycenis 

Cum capite et pedibus ; plebelaque prandla noris. 

Pers. Non equidem hoc studeo, bullatls ut mlhi nugis 
Pagina turgescat, dare pondus idonea fumo. 20 

ihall have Hs imagination warmed witli then foicing the air out suddenlj by 

the feasts of Progne and Thyestes, eo as striking them together with the hajids. 
to write upon them. q, d, Nor do you, when you repeat 

Progne was the wife of Tereus, Idng your verses, appear as if you w^ mak- 

of Thrace : Tereus fell in loye with Phi- ing a noise like that of cheeks puffikl up 

lomela, sister to Progne, rayished her, almost to bursting, and then suddenly 

and cut out her tongue. In reyenge stricken together, like the swelling and 

Progne killed Itys, her own son by Te> bombast method of elocution used by the 

leus, and serred him up at a feast to fustian poets of our day. 
be eaten by his £Either. Comutus piaises Persius in a three- 

8. Thpedes.'] Atreus, king of Mycense, fold view. Ist, As not heating his ima- 
banished his brother Thyestes, for de- gination with Idgh and difficult subjects. 
filing his wife ^rope : afterwards, re- 2dly, As not affecting to be meditating 
calling him, invited him to a banquet, and murmuring within himsel^ as if he 
oidered the children he had by her to be would be thought to be producing somie 
dressed and set before him on a table. great performance. 3dly, As in the re- 

9. Often to be supped on ht/fooUsh Crlif- petition of his verses avoiding all bom- 
0011.3 He was some wretched tragedian bastic utterance. 

of those times, who acted the parts of 14. Words ofihegoum.'\ Toga is often 

Tereus and Thyestes, and, accordingly, used to signify peace — Cedant arma to- 

represented both of them as eating their gse. Cic. — for, in time of peace, the Ro- 

duldren. mans wore only the toga, or gown ; in 

10. Thou neUher, while the mass, 4;c.] time of war, the toga was thrown aside 
Metaph. firom smiths heating iron in for the sagum, or soldier^s cloak. 
fumaces, where the fire is kept up to a Corautus here means to say, that Per- 
gieat heat by the blowing with bellows, sius did not write of wars and bloodshed, 
in order to render the iron ductile, and but confined himself to subjects of com- 
easily formed into what shape they mon life, such as passed daily among the 
please. people, and made use of plain words 

q. d, You, says Corautus, are not suited to his matter. 
foiging in your brain haid and diificult — Chmmng in sharp oomposHion,'] 

subjects, and blowing up youi imagina- Acute and ingenious in a neat composi- 

tion, to foim them into sublime poems. tion of veise. Metaph. firom those who 

See HoR. lib. L sat. iv. L 19^21. woik in maible, who so exactly join 

1 1. Nw hoarse, ^c.] Noi do you fool- theii pieces tog^thei, and polish them so 
iahly piate, like the hoaise cioaking of neatly, that the jointscanH be peiceived. 
a crow, with an inwaid kind of muimui See sat L L 64, note. 

to youisel^ as if you weie mutteiing 15. Stnooih wUh moderaie language^ 

scnnething you think veiy giand and Teres signifies smooth, even ; also accu- 

noble. See sat. iiL L 81, and note. rate, ezact. Modico ore-^^with a mo- 

13. TufiMd cheeks, ^T^.] Scloppus is a derate, modest language, or style of 

sonnd made with puffing the cheeks, and writing, neither rising above, nor sinking 
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Sliall be hot, often to be supped on by foolish Glycon. 
Thou neither, while the mass is heated in the furnace, lo 
Pressest the wind with breathing bellows ; nor hoarse, with 

close murmur, [thyself : 

Foolishly croakest I know not what weighty matter with 
Nor intendest to break thy tumid cheeks with a puff. 
You foUow the words of the gown, cunning in diarp com- 

position, 
Smooth with moderate language, to lash vicious manners 15 
Skilled, and to mark a crime with ingenuous sport. 
Hence draw what you may say : and leave the tables at 

Mycense, 
With the head and feet, and know plebeian dinners. 

Pers. I do not indeed desire this, that with empty trifles my 
Page should swell, fit to give weight to smoke. 20 

below ihe Bubject, nor flying out into difFerent merits of Horace and Persius : 

that extravf^iance of expreBsion, so much Penius m pdago Flaoei deeurrity ei 

then in vogue. See sat i. 1. 98 — 102. attdet 

15. To lash.'] Radere, lit signifies to Mendtcasse stylum SoHray serraque 

Bcratch, or scrape up, or rub against; cruentus 

here, by meton. to lash or chastise. Rodit, et ignorai poHentem peetora li- 

When a satirist does this effectually, the mam. 

guilty tumpale at his reproof : for pale- 17. ffence draw, ^c.] From hence, 
ness is the effect of fear ; and fear, of i, e. from the vices of mankind, select 
conscious guilt. Hence Hor. epist. i. the subjects of your writings. 
lib. i. L 60, 1. — Leave ihe tables^ ^c.j Leaye the 
Hio murus aheneus esto, tragical banquet of Thyestes at Mycen» 

NU conscire m&t, nuUa paUescere culpcu for others to write on — trouble not your- 

— Ficftowmanners.] Pallentesmores — self about such subjects. 

lit. manners tuming pale — the effect for 18. WHh the h^d and feet."] Atrens 

the cause. Meton. See the last note. reserved the heads, feet, and hands of 

l^.MarhacrimewiO^ingenuoussport.'] the children ; which after supper he 

Defigere — ^metaph. from fixing a dagger, shewed to his brother Thyestes that he 

or critical mark, against any woid or might know whose flesh he had been 

sentence, either to be corrected as feulty, feasting upon. 

or struck out as superfluous. This the — Know pleheian dwmers.'] Acquaint 

Greeks called k€vt€iv, irriCsafj compun- yourself only with the enormities that 

gere, confodere, or the like. pass in common life — ^noris— quasi, fiEu: 

So Persius is said to stigmatize, or noscas— let these be your food for satire. 

mark down, a crime with ingenuons 19. Idonotindeeddesirethi8.]TeTt&ai 

sport — i.e. with well-bred raillery, in hereanswershispreceptorComutu8,and 

ord«r to its correction ; to fiz a mark tells him, that he does not want an hun- 

agatnst it. dred tongues and voices, in order to be 

Qu. — If this be not going rather too writing vain and high-flown poems ; 

hi with regard to Persius, who seems but that he might duly express Coinur 

not much incHned to politeness, with tus^s worth, and his sense of it. 

respect to those whom he satirizeB, but Studeo signifies, literally, to stndy, 

rather treats them with seyerity and but also to apply the mind to, to care 

roughness ? for a thing, to mind, to desire it 

Horace indeed deserved such an ac- — Empty tr^es.] Bullatis (firom bulla, 

count to be given of him. Comp. sat L a bubble of water) nugis — by met. swell- 

1.116 — 18. ing lines, lofty words, without sense, 

John Hanyil, a monk of St Alban% empty expressions. Ainsw. 

about the year 1190,thus writes on the 20. Fit to gioe weight to smoke.] t.e. 
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Secreti loquimur : tibi nunc, hortante camoena, 

Excutienda damus prsecordia : quantaque nostrse 

Pars tua sit, Cornute, animae, tibi, dulcis amice, 

Ostendisse juvat. Pulsa, dignoscere cautus 

Quid solidum crepet, et pictse tectoria linguae. 25 

His ego centenas ausim deposcere voces, 

Ut, quantum mihi te sinuoso in pectore fixi, 

Voce traham pura : totumque hoc verba resignent, 

Quod latet arcana non enarrabile fibra. 

Cum primum pavido custos mihi purpura cessit, 30 

BuUaque succinctis Laribus donata pependit ; 
Cum blandi comites ; totaque impune Suburra 
Permisit sparsisse oculos jam candidus umbo ; 
Cumque iter ambiguum est, et, vitse nescius, error 
Diducit trepidas ramosa in compita mentes ; 36 

Fit for nothing else but to give an air of what I feel for you, whom I have fixed 

consequence and importance to trifles, within the most intimate recesses of my 

which, in reality, have no more substance breast See AiNSW. Sinuosus, No. 4. 

in them than smoke. Nugis addere This sense of the word seems meta^ 

pondus. HoR. Epist. lib. i. epist xix. phorical, and to be taken from what 

1. 42. hath many tumings and windings, and 

21. Secret we speak.'] You and I, Cor- so difficult to find or trace out 

nutus, are not now speaking to the mul- 28. WUh pure voice.'] With the utmost 

titude, but to each other in pri^te, and sincerity, pure from all guile. 

therefore I will disclose the sentiments of — Words may unseal!] Resigno is to 

my heart. open what is sealed, to unseal, hence 

The Muse es^uyrting.] My Muse met. to discover and declare. 

prompting and leading me to an ample 29. Not to be told.] Not fiilly to be 

disclosure of my thoughts, and to reveal ezpressed. 

how great a share you have in my affec- — In my secret imoards^ In the secret 

tions — to do this is a pleasure to my- recesses of my heart and mind. Comp. 

Bel£ sat. i. 1. 47. 

25. What may sound soHd."] Try and 30. The guardian purpU."] The habit 
examine me, knock at my breast ; tf you wom by younger noblemen was edged 
wish to know whether I am sincere or about with a border of purple ; an omar 
not, hear how that sounds. Metaphor, ment which had the repute of being 
^m striking earthen vessels with the sacred, and was therefore assigned to 
knuckle, in order to try, by the sound, children as a sort of preservative. Hence 
whether they were solid or cracked. See Persius calls it custos purpura. 

sat. iii. l 21, 2, ahd note. — Fearfid.] Which protected pie 

The coverings, ^c] Tectorium — when a chUd, and when I was under the 

the plaster, parget, or rough-cast of a fear and awe of a severe mast». Pavir 

wall, which conceais it : hence dissimu- dum tyronem. Juv. xvL L 3. 

lation, flattery, which cover the real — Yidded.] Resigned its charge, and 

sentiments of the heart. See Matt. gave place to the toga virilis, or manly 

xxiii 27. gown. About the age of sixteen or 

— Painted tongue.] Pictae linguae — seventeen they laid aside the praetexta, 

i. e. a tongue adomed and gamished and put on the toga virilis, and were 

with dissimulation — vamished over with ranked with men. 

fidsehood. 31. And the btUla.] This was another 

26. For these things.] i. e. Properly omament wom by children ; it was wom 
to disclose my friendship and gratitude hanging from the neck, or about the 
to you, by drawing forth and uttering breast, and was made in the shape of an 
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Secret we speak : to you now, the Muse exhorting, 
I give my heart to be searched, and how great a part 
Of my soul, Comutus, is yours, to you, my gentle friend, 
It pleases me to have shewn : knock, careftd to discern 24 
What may sound solid, and the coverings of a painted tongue. 
For these things I wduld dare to require an hundred voices, 
That, how much I have fixed you, in my inmost breast, 
I may draw forth with pure voice ; and all this, words may 

unseal. 
Which lies hid, not to be told, in ihy secret inwards. 

When first to fearful me the guardian purple yielded, 30 
And the bulla presented to the girt Lares hung up; 
When kind companions, and, with impunity, in the whole 

Suburra 
Now the white shield permitted me to have thrown about 

my eyes, 
And when the joumey is doubtfiil, and error, ignorant of life, 
Parts asimdertrembling minds into the branching cross-ways, 

heart, and hollow within. This they and fiz my eyes where I pleased, and 

left off with the prsetexta, and conse- had nobody to call me to acconnt, or 

dated to the honsehold gods, and hung punish me for it. Juv. sat iii. 1. 5. 

up in honour to them. See Ant. Univ. d3. The white ^teld, ^c.] When the 

Hist. Yol. xi. p. 289, note s, young men put on the toga virilis, they 

31. The girt Lares,] The'images of the were presented with a white shield ; that 
Lares, or household gods, were described is to say, a shield with no engraving, 
in a sort of military habit, which hung derice, or writing upon it, but quite 
on the left shoulder, with a lappet fetched blank. This sMeld was a token that they 
under the other arm, brought over the were now grown up, and fit for war. 
breast, and tied in a knot. The idea of Its being blank, signified their not having 
this dress was first taken from the Ga- yet achieyed any warlike action worthy 
bini, and called Cinctus Gabinus. See to be described, or recorded, upon it by 
AiNSW. Gabinus ; and Vmo. -^n. vii. a device. 

61*2, and Servius's note there. So Virg. Mn. ix. 1. 548. 

32. Kind eampanions.] A set of young Ense levis nuda, parmaque tnglornu 
fellows, who were my companions, and . aUta, 

readytojoininanyschemeofdebauchery Wlien this shield was a passport to 

with me. I cannot think that comites me, says Persius, to go where I pleased, 

here is to be understood of ^ his school- without being molested by my old 

^masters, or pedagogues, who now no masters. 

" longer treated him with severity." He 34. When the joumeg is doiMfvl,'] 

wasnowaman,andhaddonewith^ese. When the mind of a young man is 

Of such a one Horace says, doubting what road of life to take, like 

ImherbisjuveniSjtandemeustoderemoto, a traveller who comes to where two 

S^c. De Art. Poet L 161 — 6, ways meet, and can "hardly determine 

And see Kbnnbt, Antiq. p. 311, edit which to pursue. 

6. 1713. — An error,] So apt to besetyoung 

— In the whole Suburra.'] This was a minds, and so easily to mislead them. 

famous and populous street in Home, — Ignorant of Ufe^ Of the best puiv 

where werenumbersofbrothel8,thehar^ poses and ends of life, and whollyun- 

lots from which walked out by night, to knowing and ignorant of the world. 

the great mischief of young men. Here, 35. Parts asunder tremhling minds."] 

says Persius, I could ramble as I pleased, Divides the yonng and . inexperienced 
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Me tibi supposui : teneros tu suscipis annos, 

Socratico, Cornute, sinu. Tunc fallere solers, 

Apposita intortos extendit regula mores ; 

Et premitur ratione animus, vincique laborat, 

Artificemque tuo ducit sub pollice vultum. 40 

Tecum etenim longos memini consumere soles ; 

Et tecum primas epulis decerpere noctes. 

Unum opus, et requiem pariter disponimus ambo ; 

Atque verecunda laxamus seria mensa. 

Non equidem hoc dubites, amborum foedere certo 46 

Gonsentire dies, et ab uno sidere duci. 
Nostra vel sequali suspendit tempora Libra 
Parca tenax veri ; seu nata fidelibus hora 
Dividit in Geminos concordia fata duorum ; 



mindB of young meii, fearing and trem- 38. AppUed rtde,'] Metaph. firom me- 

bling between the choice of good and chanicB,who,bjanileappliedtothe side 

evil, now on this side, now on that. of anj thing, discoyer its being warped 

35. Branckmg cross-ways,'] Compitum from a straight line, and set it right. 

is a place where two or more ways meet •"Rectifies^ Lit extends. Metaph. 

The poet here alludes to the Pythagorean from straightening a twisted or entangled 

letter y. See sat. iii l 56, note. cord, by extending or stretching it out. 

36. / ptU mysdf under you.] Under Intortos, lit twisted, entangled. 

your care and instruction. 39. My mind is pressed by reason, ^c.] 

-~^You undertake, ^c.] You admitted My mind and all its facultieB were so 

me under your discipline, in order to overpowered by the conviction of rea- 

season my mind with the moral philo- son, that it strove to coincide with what 

sophy of the Stoics : you not only re- I heard from you, and to be conquered 

ceived me as a pupil, but took me to by your wisdom. 
your bosom with the affection of a — Labours^ jfc.] The word laborat 

parent denotes the difficulties which lie in the 

Antisthenes, the master of Diogenes, way of young minds to yield to instruo- 

was a disciple of Socrates ; Diogenes tion, and to subdue and correct their 

taught Crates the Theban, who taught vicious habits and inclinations. 
Zeno the founder of the Stoic school ; 40. And draws, ^c^.Metaph. from an 

80 that the Stoic dogmas might be said artist who draws forth, or forms, figures 

to be derived, originally, from Socrates, with his fingers, out of wax or clay. 

as from the fountain-head. Ducere is a word peculiar to the making 

37. Dexteroua to deceive^ ^c.] The ap- of statues in marble also. 
plication of your doctrine to my morals, Vivos ducent de marmore wdtus. 
which were depraved, and waiped from ^n. vi 848. 
the Btrict rule of right, first discovered -^Anartificialcomdenance,}Ariafieemy 
this to me, and then corrected it ; but hypallage, for artifici pollice. The sense 
this you did with so much skill and ad- is, My mind, by thee gently and wisely 
dress, that I grew ahnost insensibly re- wrought upon, put on that form and ap- 
formed : so gradually were the severities pearance which you wished it should. 
of your discipline discovered to me, that The like thought occurs, Juv. sat vii h 
I was happily cheated, as it were, into 237. 

reformation; whereas, had you at first ExigiteutmorestenerosceupoUiceducaty 
acquainted me with the whole at once, Ut si quis cera vtdtum/adt — . 
I probably had rejected it, not only as 41. Consume long suns."] To have 

displeasing, but as unattainable by one passed many long days — soles, for dies.. 

who thought as I then did. Meton. 
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I put myself under you : you undertake my tender years, 
Comutus, with Socratic bosom. Then, dexterous to deceive, 
The applied rule rectifies my depraved morals, 
And my mind is pressed by reason, and labours to be ovei> 

•come, 
And draws, uuder your thumb, an artificial countenance. 40 
For I remember to consume with you long suns, 
And with you to pluck the first nights from feasts. 
One work and rest we both dispose together, 
And relax serious things with a modest table. 

Do not indeed doubt this, that, in a certain agreement, 45 
The days of both consent, and are derived from one star. 
Fate, tenacious of truth, either suspended our times 
With equal Libra ; 'or the hour, framed for the faithiu], 
Divides to the twins the concordant fates of both ; 



Sape ego hmgos The ancionts thought that the mindB 

Caniando puerum memini me oondere of men were greatly influenced by the 

soles, ViRO. ed iz. l 51, 2. planet which presided at their hirth ; 

42. To fluck the first nights, ^c.] and that those who were bom under the 
Decerpere — ^metaph. from plucking firuit same phmet, had the same dispositions 
The first nights — the first part or hegin- and inclinations. 

ning of nights; we plucked, i.e. we ^ 47. Fate^tenacioue qftruih.^XJ neniDg 

took away from the hours of feasting. £Eite, as we say. 

— q.d. Instead of supping at an early — Suspended our times.'] Metaph.from 

hour, and being long at table, we spent hanging things on the beam of a balance, 

the first part of-the evening in philoso- in order to weigh them. 

phical converse, thus abridging the time Fate weighed, with equal balance, 

of feasting for the sake of improve- our times, when Ldbra had the ascend- 

ment ancj. 

Ofthe night 48. With equal Libra.^ A constella- 

Have borrow^d thefirst hours^ feading lion into which the sun enters about the 

toiO^ thee twentieth of September, described by a 

On the choioe daisUies of phUoeophy. pair of scales, the emblem of equity and 

HoLYDAY. justice. 

43. One toorh and rest^ ^c] We, both FelixaquatofgeniiussubpondereLibra. 
of us, disposed and divided our hours of Manil. lib. v. 
study, and our hours of rest and refresh- Seu Zt&ra, seu me Soorpius aspicit 
ment, in a like manner together. Formidolosua^pars vtoleniior 

44. And relaae serious things.] Relazed Natalia hora^ S^e. 

our minds from study. Hon. lib. iL ode xvii L 17 — 22. 

— A modest table."] With innocent '—Framedfor thefaithfuL] The parti- 

mirth, as we sat at table, and with frugal cular hour which presides over the £uth- 

meals. ftdness of friendsbip. 

45. Ih not doubt this, ^c.] Beyond a 49. Divides to the twins, ^c.] The G^ 
doubt, this strict union of our minds mini, another constellation represented 
must be derived firom an agreement in by two twin-children, under which who- 
the time of our natiyity,being bom both soever were bom, were supposed by the 
under the same star. astrologers to consent, yery exactly, in 

So HoR. lib. iL ode zvii. L 21, 2. their alfections and pursuits. 
Utrumque nostrum incredibili modo Magnus erit Geminis amor etconcordia 

ConsentU astrum, dupUx. Manil. lib. ii. 

VOL. IL u 
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Saturnumque gravem nostro Jove franglmus una. so 

Nescio quod certe est, quod me tibi temperat, astrum. 

Mille hominum species, et rerum discolor usus : 
Velle suum, cuique est ; nec voto vivitur uno. 
Mercibus hic Italis mutat, sub sole recenti, 
Rugosum piper, et pallentis grana cumini : 56 

Hic, satur, irriguo mavult turgescere somno ; 
Hic campo indulget : hunc alea decoquit : ille 
In Venerem putret. Sed cum lapidosa chiragra 
Fregerit articulos, veteris ramalia fagi ; 
Tunc crassos transisse dies, lucemque palustrem, 60 

Et sibi jam seri vitam ingemuere relictam. 

At te nocturnis juvat impallescere chartis, 
Cultor enim juvenum, purgatas inseris aures 

50. Breaky ^c.] Frangere and tempe- 54. The recent sutL] In ihe east, 
rare were used by the astrologers, when where the sun first appears. 

the malignant aspect of one star was cor- 55. Changes^ ^c.] Sails to the East 

X6cted, aild its influence prevented, by Indies, wheie he barters the produce of 

th^ power of some other propitious and Italj for the produce of the E^t. 

benign planet — Wrwlded pepper^ When the pepper 

Hence that ftstrological axiom — Quie- is gathered, and dried in the sun, the 

quid ligat Satumus, solvit Jupiter. coat or outside shriTelB up into wrinkles; 

The planet Satum was reckoned to — PdU cumin.'] The seed of an herb, 

have a malign aspect ; the planet Jupi- which being infiised in wine, or other 

ter a mild and favourable one, and to liquor, causes a paleness in those who 

counteract the former. drink it : it comes from Ethiopia. Pro- 

Te Jovis impio bably it stands here fbr any Oiiental 

TtUela ScUumo, refidgens aromatics. 

JEripidt. Hor. epist xix. lib. i L 17, 18, speaks 

HoR. ode xvii. lib. ii. L 22 — 4. of his imitators : 

51. / know noty ^c.] I wonH take Quod si 

upon me to be certain what star it was ; PaUerem oasu^ hiberent eamngue cumir- 

but that it proceeds from the influence num. 

of some friendly star or other, which 56. Saied.] Satur — that has his belly 

presided at our natal hour, that we are full — glutted with eating and drinking. 

one in heart and sentiment, I am very — Swell up.] With £at 

clear. — Moist deep.] Irriguus signifies wet, 

Tempero literally signifies to temper, moist, watered ; also, that watereth. 

mix or mingle together. Here, metaph. from watering plants, by 

52. T7iere are a thousand species, ^'c.] which they increase and grow. So 
i. e. Different kinds of men, as to their sleep is to those who eat much, and sleep 
dispositionB and pursuits. much ; it makes them grow,and increase 

— Different use, ^c.] Dicolor — lite- in bulk. 
lally, of a dififerent colour. Their use of 57. Indulgesin ihefiddJ] In the sports 

what they possess dijBfers as much as one and exercises of the Campus Martius. 

colour firom another: some, (as it fol- Or perhaps field-sports may be under- 

ows in the next lines,) from avarice, stood. Comp. Hor. ode L L 3 — 6, and 

trade to increase their stor6 ; others, L 25—8. 

through luxury and extravagance, squan- The die consumes.'] Is ruined by 

der it away. gaming. Decoquit — ^metaph. firom boil- 

53. Has his will.'] Velle, i. e. volun- ing away liquors over a fire. So the 
tas. Vivitur, impers. See sat iii 20, gamester, by continual play, consumes 
note. his substance. 
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And we together break grievous Saturn with our Jupiter. 50 

I knownotwhatstar it is certainly whichtempers me withyou. 

There are a thousand species of men, and a different use 

of things : 
Every one has his will, nor do they live with one wish. 
This man, for Italian merchandizes under the recent sun, 
Changes the wrinkled pepper, and graius of pale cumin : 65 
Another, sated, had rather swell up with moist sleep : 
Another indulges in the field ; another the die consumes ; 

another 
Is rotten for Venus: but when the stony gout 
Has broken his joints, the branches of the old beech, 
Then, that their gross days have passed away, and the 

gloomy light, 60 

And they have late bewailed the life now left to them. 
But it delights you to grow pale with nightly papers, 
For a cultivator of youths, you sow their purged ears 

58. Fw Venus,'] u e, Ruins his health 6l,L<Uebeimiled,']Tooh.iefoTTemedj, 
— ^is in a manner rotten — ^by continnal -^The l^e now lej% ^c.] They not 
acts of lewdness and debauchery. Pu- only bemoan themselyes, at the recoUec- 
tris means also wanton, lascivious. tion of their past misspent life, but the 

Omnes in Damalim ptUres deponent portion of life which now remains, being 

oculos, embittered by remorse, pain, and disease, 

HoR. lib. i. ode xxxvi. 1. 17, 18. becomes a grief and burthen. 

— The stony gotU.] So called from its 62. Crrow pale^ ^c.] Your delight, O 

breeding chalk-stones in the joints, when Comutus, is to pass the time, when 

long afHicted with it. others sleep, in hard study, which brings 

59. Broken his joiTUs.'] Destroyed the a paleness on your countenance. See 
use of them as much as if they had been sat i. L 124 ; and sat iii. 1. 85. 
broken, and are so to all appearance. 63. A euUivator of yotUhs.] Cultor — 

— T%e branches, 3fc.] Ramalia — seared metaph. £rom colo, to till or cultiyate the 

or dead boughs cut from a tree, which ground. 

may be looked upon, &om their withered q. d. As the husbandman tills or culti- 

and useless appearance, as very strong vatcs the ground, and prepares it to re- 

emblems of a gouty man^s limbs, the ceive seed, and to bring forth fruit— so do 

joints of which are useless, and the flesh you, Cdmutus, prepare youthful minds 

withered away — (See sat L 97.) — so to receive and bring forth wisdora. 
that they appear like the dead branches — You sow their purged ears.] The 

of an old decayed beech-tree. metaphor is still carried on ; as the hus- 

60. Gross days.] Crassos — the days bandman casts the seed into the ground 
whichtheyhavespentingrosssensuality, which he has prepared and cleaned, by 
as well as in thick mental darkness and tillage, from weeds — so do you sow the 
error. doctrines of moral philosophy, which 

— Ghomy Ught.'] Palustrem — ^metaph. were taught by Cleanthes, the disciple 

from the fogs which arise in marshes and and successor of Zeno, in the ears of 

fenny places, which obscure the light, your pupils, after having purged away 

and involve those who live in it, or near those errors, &Isehoods, and prejudices, 

them, in unwholesome mists. .Such is with which they were at first possessed, 

the situation of those whose way of life by your wise and well-applied instmc- 

is not only attended with ignorance and tion. You first teach them to avoid 

error, but with injury to their health, vice and error, and then to embrace and 

and with min of their comfort follow truth and virtue. 

u 2 
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Fruge Oleanthea. Petite hinc, juvenesque senesque, 
Finem animo certum, miserisque viatica canis. 65 

" Cras hoc fiet.*" " Idem cras fiet.'' " Quid ! quasi magnum 
*' Nempe diem donas ? '^ Sed cum lux altera venit, 
Jam cras hestelrnum consumpsimus : ecce aliud cras 
Egerit hos annos, et semper paulum erit ultra: 
Nam quamvis prope te, quamvis temone sub uno, 70 

Vertentem sese frustra sectabere canthum, 
Cum rota posterior curras, et in axe secundo. 

Libertate opus est : non hac, qua, ut quisque Velina 
Publius emeruit, scabiosum tesserula far 



Virtus est vitium /hgere, et sapierUia 68. " Yesterdap^s to-morrow,'"'] But, re- 

prima joins Persius, when another day comes, 

StuUitia caruisse. remember that yesterday, which was the 

HoR. lib. i. epist i 1. 41, 2. morrow of the day before it, and which 

64. Hence seek^ ^c.] Persius here you wished to be allowed you, is passed 
inyites both young and old to seek for and gone. 

wisdom from the Stoic philosophy, as — " Behold another to-morrow.''^'] This 

taught by his friend and preceptor Cor- day, which is the morrow of yester- 

nutus ; that, thereby, they might find day, is now arriTed, and is, with all the 

Bome certain and fixed end, to which past morrows, exhausting and consuming 

their views might be directed, and no these years of ours ; and thus the*time 

longer fluctuate in the uncertainty of you a^ for will always be put oS^ and 

error. stand a little beyond the morrow you 

Certum voto pete Jinem, fix upon. 

HoR. Epist. lib. i. ep. ii. L 56. 70. ^AWuP near you^^ j^c.] The poet, 

65. Stores^ ^c.] Viatica, literally, are in allusion to the hind-wheel of a car- 
stores, provisions, things necessary for a riage, which is near to, and follows the 
joumey ; as money, victuals, &c. fore-wheel, but never can overtake it, 

The poet here advises their leaming gives the young man to understand, that, 

philosophy;, that their minds might be though to-day is nearly connected with 

fumished with what would suffice to to-morrow, in point of time, yet it canH 

support them through the joumey of life, overtake i^ the morrow will always keep 

and more particularly through the latter on from day to day, .and it can never 

part of it, when under the miseries and be overtaken — thus shewing, that pro- 

infirraities of old age. crastinated time will always fly on, and 

66. " Tb-Tnorrow," ^c.] Persius here keep out of his reach ; however near he 
introduces some idle yoimg man, as if may be to it, all his resolutions to over* 
saying, ** To be sure you advise very take it will be in vain. 

" rightly, but give me a little time — to- — ^" Undbr one beam.'"] Temo signifies 

^ morrow (q. d. some time hence) I will the beam of the wain, or the draught- 

^ apply myself to the studies which you tree, whereon the yoke hangeth. Some- 

" recommend." times, by synec the whole carriage. 

— ** The same wiUhe done to-morrow.'^'\ — q. d. Our days may be considered as 

When to-morrow comes, answers Per- the wheels by which our lives roll on ; 

sius, the same thing will be done ; that each day, as well as another, is joined 

is, you will want to defer it for a day to the space allotted us, like wheels to 

more. the same chariot. 

— " What;' ^c.] What! replies the 71. **7%c /c%."] Canthus properly 

procrastinator, won't you allow me an- signifies the iron wherewith the wheel is 

otherdaybeforelbegin?— what! doyou bound, or shod, on the outward circle, 

make such a mighty matter of giving called the felly — here, by synec the 

me a day, as if that were of so great wheel itsel£ 

conscqucnce ? 72. ** The second arfe."] Axis — the 
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Witli Cleanthean corn. Hence seek, ye young and old, 
A certain end to the mind, and stores for miserable grey 
hairs. 66 

" To-morrow this shall be done'' — " the same will be done 
" to mon*ow'' — " what ! 
" As a great thing truly do you give a day f — " but when 
another day comes, 
We have already spent yesterday^s to-morrow, Behold 

" another to-morrow, 
Has spent these years, and will always be a little beyond: 
" For altho' near you, altho' under one beam, 70 

" You will in vain foUow the felly tuming itself, 
" When you, the hinder wheel, do run, and on the second 
" axle.^' 
There is need of liberty : not this, by which every Pub- 
lius in the Velinan tribe, 
As soon as he has been discharged, mouldy com with his tally 

axle-tree on whicli the wheel is fixed, ^Not ihis.'] Not merely outward li- 

and aboQt which it tum8 — the second, bertj, or liberty of the bodj, such as is 

i, e. the hinder. — q. d, You will, like conferred on slaves at their manumission. 

the hinder-wheel of a carriage, which — By wAtcA.] See 1. 74, note 2. 

can never overtake the fore-wheel, be — Every Pullim.'^ The slaves had no 

stiU foUowing the time befoie you, but prsenomen ; but when thoy had their 

will never overtake it ; therefore defer freedom given them, they assumed one 

not till to-morrow, what you should do — so, for instancc, a slave that was called 

to-day. The whole of the metaphor, Licinius, would add the name of his 

L 70 — 2, is very fine, and weli ex- master to his own, and call himself, if 

pressed. See Hor. lib. ii. ode xviiL his master^s name were Publius, Publius 

1. 15, 16. Licinius — they also added the name of 

I must confess that I cannot dismiss the tribe into which they were received 

this part of my task, without mention- and enrolled ; suppose the Velinan, then 

ing that beautiful description of the slip- the freed-man would style himself Pub 

ping away of tiine, unperceived and un- lius Licinius Velina — thus he was dis- 

improved, which we find in Shake- tinguished from slaves. 

speare: 74. Been discharged^ i. e, From 

^ To-morrow, and to-morrow, and to- slavery— made free. Emeruit^metaph. 

" morrow^ from soldier^ who for some meritorious 

^ Creeps m this petty pace/rom day to service were sent home, and discharged 

*^day, from going to war. Also from gladia- 

*^To the last syllable qfrecorded time; tors, who for their valour and dexterity 

^AndaU our yesterdays have lighted at the theatre obtained their dismission 

'^fools from their perilous occupation, and were 

" The way to dusty death.^'* donati rude, presented with a rod, or 

Macb. act v. sc. v. edit. Stockdale. wand, in token of their discharge and 

73. There is need ofliberty.l^ The poet release. HoR. epist L lib. L L 2. 

now advances to a discussion of that pa- Juv. sat vL 113. These were styled 

radox of the Stoics — that *'onIy the wise EmeritL 

'*are free ;" — and that those, who would So slaves were often made free, on 

follow after, and attain to true liberty, account of their past services, as having 

must be releasedfrom the mental shackles deserved this favour — this is signified by 

of vice and error. — His treatment of the emeruit here. 

subject is exquisitely fine, and worthy — MoMy com^ ^f^.] Those who are 

our serious attention. thus admitted to freedom, and enrolled 
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Possldet. Heu steriles veri, quibns una Quiritem 75 

Vertigo facit ! — Hic Dama est, non tressis agaso ; 
Vappa, et lippus, et in tenui farragine mendax : 
Verterit hunc dominus, momento turbinis exit 

Marcus Dama. Papse ! Marco spondente, recusas 

Oredere tu nummos ? — Marco sub judice palles ? 80 

— Marcus dixit : ita est. — Assigna, Marce, tabellas. — 
Hsec mera libertas ! Hoc nobis pilea donant ! 

" An quisquam est alius liber, nisi ducere vitam 
" Cui licet, ut voluit ? licet, ut volo, vivere : non sum 
" Liberior Bruto !'' Mendose colligis, inquit 85 

Stoicus hic, aurem mordaci lotus aceto : 
Hoc reliquum accipio ; licet illud, et, ut volo, toUe. 

in one of the tribes, were entitled to all a stupid, senseless fellow ; or a scoundrel, 

public doles and donations, on producing a gooid-for-nothing fellow. 

a litUe ticket or tally, whicli was given — JBfear^d.] Perhaps from de- 

theni on their manumission. The corn bauchery and drunkenness. See sat ii. 

laid up in the public magazines was not L 72, note. 

of the best sort, and was frequently da- — A liar in a UtUe oom.] That will 

maged with keeping. cheat his master, and defraud his horses 

The name of the person and of the of their slender allowance, and then lie 

tribe, which he belonged to, was in- to conceal his petty knavery. Far- 

Bcribed on the ticket, by which he was rago is a mixture of several gains — 

known to be a citizen. See Juv. sat viL Mesceline. 

1. 174, note. 78. Ifhis master, ^c.] Let his mas^r 

76. Alas! ye barren^ ^c.] The poet but tum him upon his heeL See note 

speaks with commiseration of their ig- above, L 75. 

norance, and total barrenness, with re- — Movement ofa ^op.] In one tum of 

spect to truth and real wisdom, who a top, which is very swift when it is 

could imagine that a man should be spinning — t. e, as we say, in the twin- 

called free, because he was emancipated kling of an eye. This allusion to the 

from bodily slavery, tuming of a top, very humorously 

— Owe tum.'^ Vertigo (from vertere, agrees with the verterit. 

to tum). This was one of the ceremonies — He oomes forth^ ^c.] He that went 

of making a slave free : he was carried before the prsetor plain Dama, now 

before the praetor, who turned him round comes out from him with a noble prae- 

upon his heel, and said — Hunc esse li- nomen, and calls himself Marcus Dama. 

berum volo. 79. Wonderful!'^ What a surprising 

S^ Plautus, Menaechm. Liber esto, ito change ! or papae may introduce the 

quo voles. Thus he became Quiris, a following irony, where a person is sup- 

Roman citizen. See Juv. sat iiL L 60, posed to hesitate about lending money, 

note. for which Marcas ofFers to become 

76. Here is Dama,'\ For instance, says surety. Papae— How strange ! that you 
the poet, here is the slave Dama. should scruple it, when so respectable a 

—~A gro(m not tvorth, ^c.] Agaso, an person as Marcus offers his bond, and 

horse-keeper, a groom that looks after engages for the payment ! 
his master^s horses. Non tressis (qu. 80. Are you pale?^ Do you fear lest 

tres asses) a poor, paltry fellow, worth you should not liave justice done you, 

hardly three fiaTthings if one were to where so worthy a person is advanced to 

purchase hira. They bought their the magistracy ? 
slaves. "^ 81. Marnus said it, &;c.] Marcus gives 

77. A scoundreLI Vappa signifies his testimony, and who can contradict 
wine that is palled, that has lost its so just and upright a witness — what he 
strength, therefore called vapid. — Hence says must be true. 
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Possesses. Alas ! ye barren of truth — ^amoug whom one turn 
Makes a Boman ! here is Dama, a groom not worth three 

farthings ; 76 

A scoundrel, and blear-eyed, and a liar in a little corn : 
If his master turn him — ^in the movement of a top, he comes 

forth 
MarcusDama. Wonderful! Marcusbeingseourity,refuseyou 
To lend money? Are you pale under judge Marcus! so 
Marcus said it — it is so.— Sign, Marcus, the tablets. 
This is mere liberty — this caps give us. 

" Is there any other firee, unless he who may live 
" As he likes ? — I may live as I like : am not I 
" More free than Brutus T — " You conclude falsely,*^" says 85 
A Stoic here, having washed his ear with sharp vinegar : 
" I accept this which is left, take away that — " I maj^"' 

and " as I wiU.''' 



3l,Sigft,Marcus^ihetdblet8,']Thepoet poet introducea D^ma as replying — 

here repeatstheword MarcQ8,anddrops ^Aye, you may deride my notions of 

the word Dama, as if he would ludi- " Kberty ; but pray who is free if I am 

crously insinuate, that however great a " not ? Is there any other freedom but 

Togue Dama was, yet to be sure Marcus '^ to be able to live as one pleases ? But 

was a very different kind of person. " I may live as I please — therefore am 

He supposes him called upon to sign his " I not free ?" — ^by this syllogism think- 

name, as witness to somebody^s will, ing to prove his point. 
which he could not do when a slave, for 85. ^More/ree ihan BrtUus,'*^'\ M. Ju- 

their testimony was not received. nius Brutus, the great assertor and re- 

— The tahlets.] Thin planks of wood, storer of liberty, by the expulsion of the 

smeared over with wax, on which they Tarquins, &c. who sacrificed his own 

wTote wills, deeds, &c. See Juv. sat. ii. sons in the cause of freedom, and changed 

L 58, note. Here the will or deed the form of the govemment into a com- 

itself. monwealth. 

The poet, in the preceding irony, car- — ^ You condude falsely.'*'^'] Your ar- 

ries on his grand point, which was to gument is bad ; the assumption which 

deride the common notion of liberty, or you make, that " you live as you 

of a change being wrought, with regard " please," is not true, therefbre the con- 

to the respectability of those who were clusion which you gather or coUect fix)m 

still, however emancipated from bodily it is false, namely, " that you are free." 

slavery, slaves under ignorance, vice, and See Ainsw. CoIIigo, No. 6. 
error. 85, 6. Says a Stoic,] i. e, Methinks I 

82. Mere liberty,] Mera — bare, naked hear some Stoic lay. 

liberty (says the Stoic) — i. e. in the 86. Washed his ear, ^c.] At L 63, we 

bare, outward, literal sense of the word ; find purgatas aures, where see the note ; 

but it is to be understood no farther. here, lotus aurem, meaning also the same 

— This caps give «s.] The slaves went as before, only under a different image, 

bare-headed, with their hair growing differently expressed. By vinegar, here, 

long, and hanging-down : but when they we are to understand the sharp and se- 

were manumitted, their heads were vere doctrines of the Stoic philosophy, 

shavcd, and a cap, the ensign of liberty, which has cleansed his mind from all 

put on their heads in the temple of such false idcas of liberty, and made his 

Feronia, the goddess of liberty. See sat ear quick in the discemment of trath and 

iii. L 106. falsehood. 

83. ""Any oiherfree;' ^cj Here the 87. "/ accept;' ^c.] Your definition 
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" Vindicta postquam meus a praetore recessi, 
" Cur mihi non liceat, jussit quodcunque voluntas ; 
" Excepto, si quid Masuri rubrica notavit f 90 

Disce ; sed ira cadat naso, rugosaque sanna, 
Dum veteres avias tibi de pulmone revello. 

Non praetoris erat, stultis dare tenuia rerum 
Officia ; atque usum rapidae permittere vitse — • 
Sambucam citius caloni aptaveris alto. 95 

Stat contra ratio, et secretam garrit in aurem, 
Ne liceat facere id, quod quis vitiabit agendo. 
Publica lex hominum, naturaque continet hoc fas, 
Ut teneat vetitos inscitia debUis actus. 



of liberty in yonr first proposition ia — ^ Masurius.^'\ An eminent and 

true ; I grant that *^ all who may live as leamed lawyer, in the reign of Tiberius, 

^ they please are free ;^^ but I deny who made a digest of the Roman laws. 
your minor, or second proposition, viz, q, d, When I received my freedom 

" that you live as you please ;" therefore from the praetor, surely I was at liberty 

your conclusion, viz, ** that you are firee," to do as I would, ezcept, indeed, break- 

is also wrong. ing the law ; I donH say that I might 

87. " rAo<"— "/ wiay,'' aiM/ "as / do this. 

wtW."] t. e. Take away your minor pro- 91. ** X«am.''] The Stoic here begins 

position, and I admit what remaiiis — hoc his argument, in order to refiite what 

reliquum accipio — viz. all that is con- Dama was supposed to say in support of 

tained in the first proposition — that ** all his notion of liberty. 
** who may live as they please are free ;" Now listen tq me, says the Stoic, that 

this is certainly a good definition of you may leam what true liberty is, and 

liberty : but this is not your case. in what it consists. 

88. ** From tlieprator.^''^ Before whom — ^" Let anger fcJl^'' ^c.] Cease from 
I was carried, in order to receive my your anger at me, for ridiculing your 
Ireedom. notion of liberty. 

— ** My 01/?»."] Meus — t. e. my own It is to be remarked, that the an- 

mastcr ; being made free, and emanci- cients represented the nose as denoting 

pated from the commands of another, laughter, sat. L 118. Contempt. sat i. 

replies Dama, not at all understanding 40, 1. Anger,as here. So we find the 

what the Stoic meant by liberty. nose, or nostrils ; denoting anger fre- 

— ** By ihe tmwrf."] Vindicta. The quently in the Hebrew Bible. 
praetor laid a wand upon the slave's — ** Wrinkling sneer."] Comp. sat i. 

head, and said, ** I will that this man 40, 1, and note. 

** become free," and then delivered the 92. ** From your breast" S^c.] Pulmo, 

wand out of his own hand into the lic- literally, signifies the lungs ; but here 

tor*s ; (see post, L 175.) This wand denotes the whole contents of the breast 

was caUed vindicta, as vindicating, or in a moral sense. ** Put away anger and 

maintaining, liberty. See HoR. lib. iL *' sneering atwhat I 8ay,while I pluckup 

sat. vii. I. 76. '*tho8e foolish notions of liberty, which 

90. ** i?2<6rtc."] The text of the Ro- ** are implanted and rooted within your 

man laws was written in red letters, **mind,andwithwhichyouareaspIeased 

which was called the Rubric. Drydkn. ** and satisfied, as a child is with an old 

According to others, the titles and be- *' woman'8 tale." Avia is literally a 

ginnings of the difierent statutes were grandame, or grandmother : hence old 

only written in red, and therefore to be women's tales. Ainsw. Fabellae aniles. 

understood by rubrica. §ee Ainsw. Hor. lib. ii. sat. vi. I. 77, 8. FpcuaSeir 

See Juv. sat xiv. 1. 192, 3, note. fivBovs. 1 Tim. iv. 7. 
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" Alfter I withdrew from the praetor, my own by the wand, 
Why might I not do whatever my will commanded, 
Except if the rabric of Masurius forbad any thing f 90 
Leam : but let anger fall from your nose, and the wrin- 
" kling sneer, 
" While I pluck from your breast your old wives' tales. 
It was not pf the praetor to give the delicate management 
of things 
To fools, and to permit the use of rapid life — 
" You would sooner fit a dulcimer to a tall footman. 95 
" Beason stands against it, and whispers into the secret ear,*" 
" Let it not be lawful to do that, which one will spoil in do- 
"ing:-'_ 

" The public law of men, arid nature, contains this right, 
" That weak ignorance should forbear forbidden acts. 



93. " It toas not of^'''' ^c.] It was not of servani AiNSW.— Horace seems to 
in the power of the prsetor. use it in the latter sense, lib. i. sat vi 

— ^The delicate management ofthings^^ 1. 1 03 ; and perhaps it is bo to be undeiv 

^c.] Though the praetor might confer stood here. 

civil liberty upon you at your manumis- You might sooner think of putting a 

sion, and though you may know how to harp, or some delicate musical instru- 

direct yourself, so as to avoid offending ment, into the hands of a great over- 

against the letter of the law — yet you grown booby of a servant, and expect 

could receive from the praetor none of him to play on it, than to commit the 

that wisdom and discemment, by which nice and refined duties of life to fools, 

alone you can distinguish aright, as and expect them either to understand or 

touching those more minute and delicate practise them. Asinus ad Lyram. 

actions which concem you in the more Prov. 

nice duties of life, and which are to be dQ, " Reason stands against «^."] Rea- 

attained by philosophy alone. I take son itself opposes such an idea. 
this to be meant by tenuia ofHcia rerum — " Whispers into the secret ear.'''''^ Se- 

— lit. small offices, or duties of things or cretly whispers into the ear. Hypallage 

affairs. — Comp. supr. L 40, and note. 

94. " 7b /oo&."] The Stoics held, that 97. ""Let it not he lawfvi:'^ Ne, before 
" all fools were slaves," — and that " no- the potential, has the sense of the impe- 
" body was free except the wise." A rative mood. See Hor. ode xxxiii lib. i. 
man must therefore be wise before he is L 1. Ne doleas ; and ode xi. 1. Ne 
free ; but the praetor could not make you quaesieris. Here, ne liceat is likewise 
wise, therefore he could not make you imperative, and signifies that the voice 
free. of reason secretly whispers in the ear 

— '^ To permit the im:'''^ Itwasnotin this admonition — "Let it not be per- 

the praetor^s power to commit to such "mitted, that any should undertake 

that prudence and wisdom, by which " what they are not fit for, but would 

they can alone be enabled to make a ** spoil in doing it." Or ne Iiceat'may 

right use of this fleeting life, and of all be understood here, as non licet. 
things belonging to it. 98. ** The public law of men.'"'] The 

^b. ** Sooner fit^ ^c.] Sambuca was common rule among mankind, as well as 

some musical instrument, as an harp, nature, may be said to contain thus 

dulcimer, or the like ; but what it exact- much of what is right and just 
ly was we cannot tell. 99. " That weak vjnorance^'' 4*c.] That 

— "J <ff^//bof»na»."] Alto caloni. — an ignorance of what we undertake, 

Calo, a Boldier^s boy, or any meaner sort which must render us inadequate to the 
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Diluis helleborum, eerto compescere puncto loo 

' Nescius examen i vetat hoc natura medendi* 
Navem si poscat sibi peronatus arator, 
Luciferi rudis ; exclamet Melicerta, perisse 
Frontem de rebus. — Tibi recto vivere talo 
Ars dedit ! et veri speciem dififnoscere callea, io5 

Ne qua subaerato mendosum tmniat auro ! 
QusBque sequenda forent, quseque evitanda vicissim ; 
Illa prius creta, mox hsec carbone notasti i 
Es modicus voti i presso lare i dulcis amicis i 
Jam nunc astringas, jam nunc granaria laxes i iio 

Inque luto nxum, possis transcendere nummum, 
Nec glutto sorbere salivam mercurialem ? 

Hsec mea sunt, teneo, cum vere dixeris ; esto ^ t 

Liberque ac sapiens, prsetoribus ac Jove dextro. 



rigfat performance of it, shonld lestrain and direction of fauman affiurs, when fae 

U8 from attempting acts, wfaicfa, by tfae saw so impudent an attempt 

Toice of fauman, as well as of natural — ^ ShameJ*'*'] Frontem, lit tfae fore- 

law, are so closely forbidden to us. faead, or countenance, tfae seat of sfaame 

Comp. 1. 96, 7. — ^faere, by met. shame or modesty it- 

100. ** Do you dilute heUebore,'*'''] He selt 

faere illustrates fais argument by exam- 104. ** Uprigkb omcle,'"] Metapfa. from 

ples. persons faaving tfaeir legs and ancles 

Suppose, says fae, you were to attempt Btraigfat,and walking uprigfatly ; wfaicfa is 

to mix a dose of faellebore, not knowing often used, to denote going on tfarougfa 

faow to apportion exactly tfae quantity. life witfa an faonest and virtuous con- 

100. 1. " 7b a certain poinV*] Me- duct. Tfais occurs firequently in S. S. 
tapfa. Examen signifies tfae tongue, or as Ps. xv. 2. Ixxxiv. 11. Prov. x. 9. 
beam of a balance, by tfae inclination of et aL 

whicfa we judge of proportional weigfats. 105. ^Has art^"* ^c.] Tfaat is pfailoso- 

101. " The nature of healmg forhids pfay, wfaicfa is tfae art of living well — ^faas 
^ tM8.''^'\ All medical skill, in tfae very tfais enabled you to do tfais ? 

nature of it, must place this among the 106. " Lest an^^^ ^c.] Ne qua — t. e. 

vetitos actus, whicfa weak ignorance is ne aliqua species veri. Have you leamt 

not to attempt. See 1. 99. to distinguisfa between tfae appearance 

102. ** Hi^h-shoed flotjKihman.'"'\ Pero- and reality of trutfa and virtue, lest you 
natus. Tfae pero was an faigfa sfaoe sfaould be deceived, as people are wfao 
wom by mstics, as a defence against take bad money for good, wfaen, instead 
snow and cold. See Juv. sat. xiv. of answering to tfae appearance of tfae 
L 186. outside, wfaicfa is &ir, tfaey find, upon 

103. ^lgnorant of Lucifer.^'\ Know- sounding it, tfaat it is brass undemeatfa, 
ing nothing of the stars. Lucifer, or instead of being all gold. 

tfae day-star, is faere put (by synec.) for 108. ^^Mark^d ih>8e tuith chalk^ ^c] 

all tfae stars, from whicfa mariners take Tfae ancients used to note tfaings good 

tfaeir observations to steer by. and prosperous witfa a wfaite mark, and 

— *^Melicerta eax^ims^ ^c.] Also tfaings bad and unlucky witfa a black 

called Portunus, or Portumnus, because one. In allusion to tfais, tfae Stoic is 

supposed to preside over ports. See fais supposed to ask tfae question in tfae pre- 

story, Ov. Met lib. iv. £ab. xiii. Meli- ceding line, wfaicfa is, not only wfaetfaer 

certa, tfae sea-god, would exclaim, tfaat fais opponent faas been taught to dis- 

all modesty was banished from among tinguish tfae appearances of good and 

tfaose wfao undertook tfae management evil, but wfaetfaer fae faas particularly 
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" Do you dilute hellebore, not knowing how to confine, 

" to a 100 

^' Certain point,the balance! the natureof healing forbids this. 
" If the high-shoed ploughman should require a ship for 
" Himself, ignorant of Lucifer, Melicerta exclaims, that shame 
" Has perisVd froQi things. — To live with an upright apcle 
" Has art given you ? Are you skilful to distingui^ the ap- 

" pearance of truth, 105 

" Lest any should tinkle false with gold having brass under it ? 
" And what things are to be foUowed, and, in like manner, 

" what avoided ? 
" Have you first mark^d those with chalk, then these with a 

" coal ? 
" Are you moderate of wish — :with a confine^ household — 

" kind to your friends ?- — 
" Oan you sometimes fasten, and sometimes open your grana- 

"ries? 110 

" And can you pass by money fixed in mud, 
" Nor swallow with your gullet mercurial spittle ? 

" When you can truly say, these are mine, I possess them 
" — be thou 
" Free and wise, the prsetors and Jupiter propitious. 

noted down what a wise man ought to Btick it in the mud, with a Btring tied to 

follow, and what he ought to avoid. See it ; and if any miserly fellow coming by, 

HoR. lib. ii sat iii. 1. 246. Mendosum and imagining it to be real, stooped to 

tinniat, for mendose : Graecism. pick it up, they snatched it away, and 

109. ^Moderate ofwish.'*^'\ The desirea laughed at him. 

confined within the bounds of moderar In triviis Jurum qui se demittit ob assem, 

tion. HoR. lib. i. epist. xvi. L 64. 

" A conjined household.^^^i Your 112." Mercurial spi^fe."] Mercury 

household-cstablishment frugal, and not was the god of gain : hence a desire of 

expensiye — contracted wi^in a little gain is called ssJiya mercunalis. Me- 

compass ; or perhaps by presso lare, taph. from gluttons, who, at beholding 

may be signiiied a small house. some dainty dish, have their spittle in- 

— ** Kind to your friends,'''*'^ Dulcis — creased in such a manner, as that, if they 

obliging, sweet, agreeable. See HoR. did not swallow it, it would run out of 

lib. i. sat. iv. 1. 135. the mouth. This we call, the mouth 

110. "«Som^/tmes^^wfe»,"^^.] Judging watering. Can you see money without 
rightly when it is a time to withhold, your mouth watering at it ? i. e. without 
and when to give. Here perhaps is an being greatly delighted, and coveting 
allusion to the public granaries, or maga- it ? 

zines of com at Rome, which, at a time 113. " These.^''^ AU thcse good quar 

of dearth and want, was dealt out in lities. 

doles to the citizens, on producing their 114. ^ Prcetors and Jupiter propi- 

tickets, but, at other seasons, locked up. " tiotis.^^li 1 then allow you to be free in 

Jam nunc — ^lit just now — t. e. just at the sight of God and man — i. e. not 

a proper time. only with respect to the liberty of the 

111. '^Can you pass by money^^'' ^c.'] body, which you received frora the 
AUuding to a practice among the boya pr&tor, but with respect to freedom of 
at Rome, who used to fastcn a piece the mind, of which Jupiter alone is the 
of counterfeit money to the ground, or author. 
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Sin tu, cum fiieris nostrae paulo ante farinse, 115 

Pellieulam veterem retines ; et, fronte politus, 
Astutam vapido servas sub pectore vulpem : 
Quse dederam supra repeto, funemque reduco. 
Nil tibi concessit ratio : digitum exere, peccas : 
Et quid tam parvum est ? sed nullo thure litabis, 120 

Haereat in stultis brevis ut semuncia recti. 
Hsec miscere nefas : nec, cum sis csetera fossor, 
Tres tantum ad numeros saiyn moveare Bathylli. 
" Liber ego.'' Unde datum hoc sumis, tot subdite rebus ! 
An dominum ignoras, nisi quem vindicta relaxat! 125 

I, puer, et strigiles Crispini ad balnea defer, 
Si increpuit, cessas, nugator ? — Servitium acre — 



115.'' But if ifwji^'^ Now he comes fine him. Tlius tlie Stoic, who lengthened 

to the other side of the question — his allowance so fieur as to pronounce the 

— ^ Since yott.^''] Since you, but a little man wise and firee, supposing him to 

before your manumission, were just like wswer the description which he gives 

what we were till taught by plulosophy of those who are so, now, on finding the 

t. e, naturally fiill of ignorance and contrary, draws back what he had said, 

error. and reduces the man to his old narrow 

— ^ O/ our meal.''^'\ Metaph. taken bounds of bodily fireedom only. 

firom loaves of bread, which are all 119. ^ Reason has granted you no- 

alike, and taste alike, if made of the ** iMng,'"'^ Whatever the praetor may 

same flour— so mankind, having the same have done, wisdom has done nothing 

nature, are all corrupt for you. 

116." Retain your old sJdn,'''*'^ Metaph. — " Pvt forth your finger^ you s««."] 

taken from snakes, which cast off their The Stoics held, that there was-no me- 

old skin, and have a new one every dium between wisdom and folly, that a 

year. — q, d. If you retain your old de- man was either perfectly wise, or per- 

praved manners and conduct (see L 76, fectly foolish ; therefore, that the most 

7.), and have not changed and cast them trivial and indiiferent thing, if done 

o£f. by the latter, could not be done aright, 

— " Pdished in /ront,^'] Appearing not even the putting forth of ^ fin- 

with a countenance seemingly open and ger. 

ingenuous. Necquicquam peUe decorus. 120. " What is so smaU 'i'"^ " What 

Sat iv. L 14. " can be so trivial as this ?" — yet; trivial 

117. ** Keep a cunning /ox^ ^c.] En- as it is, it can only be done by the wise 
tertain wily, cunning, and deceitfiil prin- and free, as it ought,' any more than 
ciples within — every other action, of what nature or 

— ^ Your vapid breast,''''] Within your kind soever. 

rotten heart. See 1. 77, note. — " WUl ofitat»."] Rito signifies not 

Nufiquam te /aUant aninU sub vtdpe only to sacrifice, but to obtam that for 

latenies, HoR. Ars. Poet 437. which the sacrifice is offered. See sat. 

118. " What I had above gicen.^] i. e, ii L 75, and note. 

What I just now granted ; viz. that you 121 " Hal/ ounce o/ right^^"* ^c.] In 

are free and wise — short, the Stoics held, that not a grain 

— ^" / demand o^w."] I recalL of what was right could reside within 

— ^''And bring back the rope.^'*] Metaph. any but the wise and free, in their sense 

firom leading beasts with a rope, which of the words ; or, in truth, in any but 

Bometimes they lengthened, and gave their own sect — all the rest of the world 

the animal a good deal of liberty (see they accounted fools and mad, and that 

Juv. sat. xiL L 5.) ; but, if restive and though they were to ofFer incense, in 

mischievous, they shortened it to con- ever so great a quantity, to the gods. 
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" But if you, since you were a Httle before of our meal, 115 
" Betain your old skin, and, polished in front, 
" Keep a cunning fox under your vapid breast : 
" What I had above given I demand again, and bring back 
the rope. 
Beason has granted you nothing ; put forth your finger, 
you sin : 

" And what is so small? but you will obtain, by no incense, 120 
" That a small, half ounce of right should be fixed in fools. 
" To mix these is impossibility : nor, when as to other things 

" you are a digger, 
" Can you be moved to three measures only of the satyr Ba- 

" thyllus.'*' 
" I am free.'' — " Whence take you this for granted, subjected 

" by so many things ? 
" Are you ignorant of a master, unless he whom the wand 
" relaxes ?' 125 

" Go, slave, and carry the scrapers to the baths of Orispinus,'" 
" If he has sounded forth — do you loiter, trifler T " Sharp 



yot they could neyer obtain a single fixed See Juv. sat. yi. 1. 63. 

principle of what was right 124. / am /ree."] "Aye it is aJl 

122. "7b mue ihesg^ 6;c.'] i.e. Wi&- "yery well," says Dama: "but I do 
dom and folly ; there must be either all ^ insist upon it, that I am free, notwith- 
one, or all the other. See above, note ** standing all they say." 

on 1. 1 1 9. It is impossible they should ^ Whmce take you this^'''' ^c] Datnm 

be mized in the same person. is a technical term — when any thing is 

— "-4 d^59w."] Fossor — a ditcher, yielded, agreed, and granted as true, 

delyer, and the like— ^. d. A mere it is called a datum. ^ Now,^^ answers 

clown. the Stoic, ^whence had you that datum, 

q. d. When, in every thing else — " for so it appears to you, that you are 

caetera, i. e. quoad^ csetera, Grsecism — ^ firee, because you have had your firee- 

you are as clumsy and awkward as a ^ dom given you by the praetor^s wand, 

comraon lout or clown, it is impossible ^ you who are put under (subdite) the 

that you should dance, even three steps, ^ power and dominion of so much error 

like the fiunous dancer Bathyllus. Pei^ " and folly.** 
haps the poet by fossor, alludes to the Comp. sat. iiL 1. 28, and note. 
slaves, who were set to dig with fetters 125. ^Are you ^)wom»rf," ^c.] "Know 

on their legs. See Juv. xi. 80. " you not any other master than he 

123. " The saiyr BathyUus.'*^'\ He was ** who exercised an outward authority 
a fomous dancer in the time of Nero, **over you till he was released from it 
and, for his great agility and nimble " by the praetor^s wand ?" See before, 
movements, was sumamed the Satyr. I. 88, note. 

Saltantes Satyros. Virg. ecl. v. 73. 126. " Go^ dave^ and carry^'' ^c.] 

The Stoic condudes this part of his grant you that you have nothing to feai 

arguroent with averring, that those who fit)m your late master. If he were, in 

are not wise and fi^e, as in every a loud and surly manner, to bawl out — 

thing else they are unable to do what "Here, slave, carry these scrapers," &c 

is right, 80 neither can they, in the most and scold you for the least delay — 
trivial or indifierent action ; any more 127, 8. ** Sharp servitude^'''' ^c.] How- 

than an awkward clown could dance ever sharp and severe bodily servitude 

like Bathyllus for three steps together. may be, yet you have nothing to do with 
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Te nihil ijnpellit ; nec quicquam extrinsecus intrat, 
Quod nervos agitet — Sed si intus, et in jecore segro 
Nascantur domini, qui tu impunitior exis 130 

Atque hic, quem ad strigiles scutica et metus egit herilis ! 

Mane piger stertis. " Surge," inquit Avaritia : " eja 
"Surge.'"— Negas.Instat,"surge,^'inquit. Nonqueo. "Surge.'*' 
Et quid agam ? " rogitas ? Saperdas advehe Ponto, 
" Castoreum, stuppas, hebenum, thus, lubrica Coa. 135 

*' Tolle recens, primus, piper e sitiente camelo. 
*' Verte aliquid ; jura."" Sed Jupiter audiet. " Eheu, 
" Baro ! regustatum digito terebrare salinum, 
" Oontentus perages, si vivere cum Jove tendis.'*' 

Jam pueris pellem succinctus, et oenophorum aptas : uo 



it, it canH enforce any sucli orders upon argoment (in which he has been con- 

you. tending for the " slavery of all but the 

128. ^Nor does any ihimg enter^ ^c.] " wise," according to the Stoic doctrine) 
Nor can any thing, as threats, or by instancing the power of sloth, avarice, 
menaces, of being punished for not and luxury, oyer the human mind, in 
obeying, enter into your mind, so as to its corrupted state. 

make you uneasy ; all this I grant — ^in He introduces a dialogue between 

this sense you are free. Dama and Avarice. Avarice is sup- 

129. ^ Bvt if within^'''^ If vice and posed to find Dama snoring a-bed in the 
folly, generated within yonr disordered moming, in the luxurious ease of his so 
heart, are your masters, and rule over highly-prized fireedom. 

you, so as to compel your obedience to — '*' Rise^ says Avarice.'] This word 

their commands. " Rise," is repeated four times. Thus 

Jecore aegro. See Juv. sat. i. 1. 45, Vice ceases not fix)m its importunity ; 

and note. — ^The ancients looked on the andtheanswersof Dama,"I willnot" — 

liver as the seat of the concupiscible and " I cannot" — " what shall I do if I 

irascible affections, and therefore jecore " rise ?"^ — are a lively representation of 

segro may be understood, metonymically, the power of idlencss and sloth, whcn 

to denote the diseased or disordered af- indulged. This is finely described, 

fections, for vice is the sickness or dis- Prov. vi. 9, 10. xxii. 13. xxvi. 13, 14. 

ease of the mind. ] 34. " Fish from Po«<2«."] Saperdas 

1 30. " Hofw go you forOi^^ ^c.] How — a sort of fish which came fix)m Pontus, 
can you be said to be less liable to or the Black sea. 

pvLnishment, fix)m the slavery and misery 135. " Cbstor."] Castoreum. — This 

of your mind, than the poor slave is, in signifies either beaver^s skins, or what 

a bodily sense, when compelled to obey we call castor — L e, the medicinal part 

his master, firom the terror of bodily of the animal ; both of which were 

punishment. The only difierence be- articles of traffic. See Juv. sat xii. L 

tween you is, he serves his master, you 34 — 6. 

your vices. — ^" i^^fow?."] Stuppa, or stupa — ^the 

131. " The scrapers.''''] Strigiles. — coarse part of flax, tow, hards, oakum to 
These were instruments which the calk ships with. AiNSW. 

Greeks and Romans made use of to — ^ JEbony.'"'\ A black wood, well 

Bcrape their bodies after bathing, and knownamongus— thetree whereofbears 

were carried to the baths by their slaves. neither leaves nor fruit. Ainsw. 

Driven to the scrapers — Le. has forced — ^Slippery Coan mnes."] Frora the 

to carry the scrapers to the baths, when island Co, or Coos, in the -^gean sea 

ordered. They were soft, and of a laxative quality ; 

132. " Slothful, you snora."] The poet hence called lubrica. 

proceeds to Ulustrate and confirm his 1 36. " Take first ths recent pepper.'^'\ 
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" Servitude impels thee nothiug, nor does any thing enter 

"from without 
" Which may agitate your nerves. But if within, and in a 

" sick liver 
" Mastersare produced, howgo youforthmoreunpunished,i30 
'^ Than he, whom the scourge, and ^fear of his master, has 

" driven to the scrapers ? 
" In the morning,slothful,you snore: "Rise,'^ saysAvarice, 
" Rise.'^ — You refiise — he urges — " Rise," says he. — " I 

" cannot.''— " Rise."*' \ 

*'And what shall I doT' do you ask! — ^bring fish from 

" Pontus, 
" Oastor, flax, ebony, frankincense, and slippery Goan wines : 
" Take first the recent pepper from the thirsting camel : 136 
"Tum something; swear.'' — "But Jupiter will hear.^' — 

" Alas ! 
" Simpleton,to bore with your finger the re-tasted salt-cellar, 
" Content you will pass your time, if you aim to live with 

" Jove. 
" Now, ready, you fit the skin to the slaves, and wine- 

" vessel : 140 

Be Bure be at the market first, that you If you aim at liying (i. e. living in amity) 

may not only have the first choice, but witii Jupiter, you must not thmk of trad- 

retum to a better sale, by coming h(»ne ing to increase your fortune, but must 

before the other merchants. be content to live in a poor, mean way. 

HoR. lib. i epist. vi 1. 32, 3. The poorer sort of people liyed upon 

Oave ne portus oqpupet alter^ bread, with a little salt Persius sup- 

Ne Ch/biraiica, ne Bithyna negotiaperdcu, poses the Stoic to tell Dama, that if he 

— ** Thirsting camd.'*''] The eastem would not perjure himsel^ in order to 

people loaded their pepper and other get money by trade, he must be content 

spiccs on the backs of camels. These to put his finger, and endeavour to scrape 

animals are said to endure thirst, in their up a little salt firom the bottom of his 

joumeys oyer the deserts, for many days own poor salt-cellar ; where there were 

together ; wherefore, in a part of the only a few grains left, from his having 

world where water is yery scarce, they done this so often, in order to give a re- 

are peculiarly usefuL lish to his pakte, by licking^his fingers, 

137. ^ Tum iomethinff. '*'''] Trade, bar- after they had robbed the bottom of 

ter — t. e. as we say, tum the penny. the salt<%llar, as if he meant to bore it 

— "^S^wear."] Dont mind a little peiv through. This is proTerbial, to express 

jury upon occasion, either with respect very great poTerty. Salem lingere signi- 

to the goodness of your wares, or con- fied to liye in the utmost poyerty — to 

ceming the first cost, and what you can fiire poorly. — Plaut. CurcidL act iT, sc. 

alFord to sell them at the last Hic hodie apud me nunquam 

— ^ Jupiter wiU hear.'*^'] Dama is sup- delinges salem ; that is as much as to 

posed to raise a scrople of conscience. say — " you shanH eat a morsel." 

137, 8. "^foj/ «?n/)feto«.''] Baro,or 140. "^ Now ready.''] Succinctus— 
varo — a servant that waited upon the literally, girt, trossed up. The ancients 
common soldiers, who was usually very wore long, loose garments, which, when 
stupid and ignorant — hence a block- they prepared to travel, they girded, or 
head, a dolt, a foolish fellow. trossed up, about their loins, that they 

138. ** Toborewith your fingert^ ^c^ might w^k the more freely. See HoR. 
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• 

Ocius and navem : nihil obstat quin trabe vasta '^ 
^gaeum rapias, nisi solers Luxuria ante 
Seductum moneat ; " Quo deinde, insane, ruis ? Quo ? 
" Quid tibi vis ? calido sub pectore mascula bilis 
" Intumuit, quam non extinxerit urna cicutsB. 145 

" Tun' mare trausilias ! Tibi, torta cannabe fulto, 
" Coena sit in transtro ? Veientanumque rubellum 
" Exhalet, vapida Isesum pice, sessilis o.bba ? 
^^ Quid petis ? ut nummi, quos hic quihcunce modesto 
"Nutrieras, pergant avidos sudare deunces? 150 

Indulge genio : carpamus dulcia ; nostrum est 
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lib. ii. sat VL 107. Hence, being ready, We have seen the victory of Ava- 

prepared ; also nimble, expeditious. See rice over Sloth, now Luxury is intro- 

Exod. xi 1 1, former part 1 Kings xviii. duced, as putting in its claim for the 

49. Luke xii. 35. mastery. 

140. *^Fit the skin^* ^c.] Theyhad wal- Thus, says the Stoic, will Avarice lord 
lets, or knapsacks, made of skins, in it over you, and drag you in her chains 
which they packed their clothes, and over the dangerous ^gean for lucre^a 
other necessaries, when they travelled sake, unless, being beforehand seduced 
eithcr by land or sea. and enthralled by Luxury, you should 

You put your knapsack, and your listen to her admonitions. Ante — i, e. 

cask of wine for the voyage, on the backs before you put in practice what Avarice 

of your slaves, to carry on board. has advised. 

141. " Quick to the «/«>."] You lose 143. " WkUh&r ihence,'' ^c.] Whither 
no time, you hurry to get on board. from that warm and comfortable bed of 

— ^Nothing hiTiders.'*^ Nothing stands yours, on which you so delightfully re- 

in your way to prevent the immediate pose yourself^ are you running headlong 

execution of your plan, or to discourage (ruis), like a madman as you are ? See 

you— unless— See 1. 142, note 2. 1. 132. 

— "u4 large sAtjo."] Trabs is a beom, 144. ^ Manly 6tfe," ^c.] Masculus — 

or any great piece of timber, of which male ; hence manly, stout, hardy, than 

ships are built: here, by meton. the which nothingismoreoppositetoluxury. 

ship itself. See Juv. sat xiv. L 276. Your warm breast — t. e. heated and 

ViRG. ^n. iiL 191. inflamed with the ardent desire which 

142. ** The JEgeanJ*^^ A part of the now possesses you to jGice the danger 
Mediterraneansea,nearGreece,dividing of the seas ; for this an hardy rage is 
Europe from Asia. It it now called the risen up, (intumuit) swells within you, 
Archipelago, and, by the Turks, the says Luxury, and stirs you up to this 
White sea. Its name is supposed to be dangerous resolution. 

derived from cuyos^ Dor fluctus, from its 145. " Um ofhendock.'*'*'] An um was 

turbulent waves. From this dangerous a measure of about four gallons. Cicuta 

sea are made two adages ; viz, ^geum — an herb like our hemlock, the juice of 

scaphula transmittere — to cross the which was of an extemely cold nature, 

.^Bgesn sea in a little boat — i. e. to under- so as to be a deadly poison, when taken 

takeaweightybusinesswith small abili- in a certain quantity. See sat. iv. 2. 

ties ; and ^geum navigare— to under^ AIso a sort of hellebore, administered 

take an hazardous enterprize. See Ains. medicinally, in madness, or frenzies, 

Hence our Stoic mentions this sea in to cool the brain. See Ainsw. Cicuta, 

particular, to shew the power of avarice No. 1, 2. 

over the mind that is enslaved by it, Q^<b poterunt unqtiam satis e^aepurgare 

and that no dangers will deter from its cicuUB. Hor. epist. iL lib. iL 53. 

pursuits — Nihil obstat, says he. 146. " Can you cross the sea ? "] Can 

— ^Sly X«^>y."] Solers — shrewd, you -be so forgetful of the blandish- 

wily, cunning, ments of ease and luxurj', as to subject 
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" Quick t*o the 8hip : nothing hinders, but in a large ship 
" You may hurry over fhe -ffigean: unless sly Luxury should 
" Admonish you before seduced^' — '' Whither thence, tnad- 
, do 



man, do you rush ? 
" Whither ? what would you have? under your warm breast 

" manly bile 
" Has swelled up, which an urn of hemlock could not have 

" extinguished. 145 

" Can you cross the sea ? to thee shall there be a supper on 

" a bench, 
" ProppM with twisted hemp ? and red Veientane wine 
"Shall the broad-bottomed jug exhale, hurt with nasty 

" pitch ? 
" What seek you ? that money, which here with modest 

" five per cent. jJLja^ V^ CIaJT 

" You had nourished, should go on to sweat greedy oi|l.' 1 

" per cent.? I50 

" Indulge your genius — ^let us pluck sweets — It is mine 

yourself to the dangers and inconye- among ns, was not reckoned as nsnrious, 

niences of a sea-yoyage ? but modest — t. e. moderate, legal in- 

146. "-4 mpper^'' ^c.] Instead of an terest 

elegant and well-spread table, can you 150. ^ Nourished*^'] Metaph. from 

bear to eat your supper upon a rough nourishing, nursing, fostering a child, 

plank ; and instead of an easy couch, making it thriye and grow : hence ap- 

to be supported by a coil of cable, by plied to money, as increasing it by care. 

way of a seat ? — " 7b sweat.**^ Metaph. from the 

\i*J,^RedVeientanev3ine,'*'''\Aco9^r^ effect of toil and labour — these must 

bad wine, such as seamen carried with attend those who endeayour to make ez- 

them among their sea-stores. See Hoiu traordinary interest of their money, by 

lib. ii. sat iiL 1. 143. trading to foreign countries. 

li^.^^Tkebroad-hottofnedjugJ^^^^OX^ — ^* Greedy,^*'^ Metaph. fit)m an im- 

— a bowl or jug with a great beUy and moderate desire of food. Those who 

broad bottom, that sitteth, as it were — striye to make ezorbitant interest of 

sessilis. This sort of jug, or bbwl, was their money, may well be called greedy 

peculiarly useful at sea, because not ea- of gain ; and hence the epithet greedy 

sily thrown down by the motion of the is applied to the gain itsel£ 

ship. — ^ Cent. per oent.'*] Deunx — a 

— ^ Exhale.^'''] Cast forth the fumes ot pound lacking an ounce. A duodecim, 

— *^ Hurt tvUh nasty piti^'*^] SmeVlng una dempta uncia. Eleyen ounces— 

and tasting of the pitch, with which eleyen parts of another thing diyided 

eyery thing on board a ship is daubed— into twelye : so that deunces here sig- 

this, perhaps, was the case with the nifies eleyen pounds gained by eyery 

obba : or the pitch may be meant, with twelye, which is gaining yery near cent* 

which the yessel which held the wine per cent as we say. 

was stopped, and which being of a 151. ^ Indulge your geniusJ*'\ Here 

coarse sort, might giye a disagreeable genio means natural inclination. In> 

taste to the liquor. dulgere genio, to make much of himsel£ 

149. "TFAorf seek yoa?"] What er- Ainsw. 

rand are you going upon ? Is it to make — ^ Plw^ sweeis.^*\ Metaph. ftom 

better interest of your money, than you plucking fruits or flowers. HoR. lib. i. 

can make by staying at home ? ode xL 1. 8. 

— " Modest five per oe»^."] This, as Carpe diem. 

VOL. II. X 
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" Quod vivis : cinis, et manes, et fabula fies. 

" VivE MEMOR LETHi i FUGiT HORA : hoc quod loquor, indeest.^ 

En quid agis 2 duplici in diversum scinderis hamo. 
Hunccine, an hunc, sequeris ? subeas alternus oportet, 155 
Ancipiti obsequio, dominos : alternus oberres. 

Nec tu, cum obstiteris semel, instantique negaris- 
Parere imperio, " rupi jam vincula,^ dicas. 
Nam et luctata canis nodum abripit : attamen illi, 
Cum fugit, a collo trahitur pars longa catenae. lea 

Dave, cito, hoc credas jubeo, finire dolores 

q, (L Let us seize on and enjoy the '^ A noiking but an old wife*8 tale.^^ 

sweets of life. ^ Drtdbn. 

This sentiment is finely expressed in Soonttnlt thou glide a ghost for gossipa* 

ihe apocryphal book of Wisdom, ch. ii. d^. Brbwster. 

6. et seq. 153. ^Live nmtdfid of «foofiCii."] q. d. 

Luxury has been dissuading Damp Memento mori. 

from attempting his Yoyage, by repre- Dum Ucet in rebus jucundia vive beor 

senting the dangers and inconveniences ius : 

which must attend it : now she invites Vioa memor quam sis am hrevis. 

him to stay, that he may not lose the Hor. lib. ii. sat. vi L 96, 7. 

pleasures of ease and luxury, which the — ^" The hourfies.^''] 

shortness of life alFords him but a Httle Currii enimferox atas. 

time for the enjoyment o£ Hor. lib. ii ode v. L 13, 14. 

151, 2. ^ Mine that you live.'*^'] i. e. Sed fugit iiderea,/ygrt irr^parabile 
It is owing to me, says Luxury, that you tempus. 

enjoy the pleasures and sweets of life, Virg. Georg. iii. L 284. Comp. ^n. z. 

without which, to live is not life. Bios 467, 8. 

fitov 9tofieyos ovk effri fiios^ says the — ** Tkis, which I speak^ » j^w» 

Greek proverb. Among us, ** May we " thence.'*'''\ The time in which I am now 

" live all the days of our life," is a com- speaking is taken from thence, t. e. 

mon convivial expression. from the flying hour. See Hor. lib. i. 

Horace, on another occasion, says to ode xi L 7. 
the muse Melpomene, Dum loquimur fugerit invida 

^^iod spiro et placeo, si placeo, tuum JEtas. 

est. Lib. iv. ode iii L 24. The late Lord Hervey, in a poetical 

152. ** Become ashes.^''] You will soon epistle to a friend, applies this very 
die, and be carried to the funeral pile, beautifolly: 

where you will be bumt to ashes. ^Bven now, while I wriie, time steah 

— " A ^Aosf."] Manes — ^a spirit sepa- ** on our youth, 

rated from the body. ^And a momen£*s cut off fnym <Jy 

— '^A fable.^1 Fabula, (from for **friendship andtruth.^ 

-&ris, to speak or talk,) a subject of The whole of Luxury^s aignment 

discoiirse. Persius, here, some think to amounts to, ** Let us eat and drmk, for 

allude to Horace^s &bulaeque manes — ** to-morrow we die." Isa. xxii 13. 

i. e. manes de quibus multse sunt &bulse 1 Cor. xv. 32. 

— the manes who are much talked o£ 154. **Zo, what do ^o«?"] The Stoic 

Lib. i ode iv. 1. 16. now tums his discourse, immediately, as 

But as the Stoic is here speaking as from himself, to Dama, whom he has 

an Epicurean, who believes body and represented, as beset by Avarice and 

soul to die together, I should rather Luxury, and at a loss which to obey. 

think that fabula here means an in- Now^ says he, what can you do, under 

vented story, a groundless tale— for such these different solicitations ? 

they looked upon the doctrine of a fu- — ** You are divided^'" ^c.] Metaph. 

tiure state. See Wisd. ii. 1—9. from angling, with two hooks fixed to 
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" That you lire : you will become ashes, and a ghost, and a 
" fable. 

" LlVE MINDFUL OF DEATH ; THB HOUB FLIES ! this, which 

" I speak, is from thence.'" 
" Lo, what do you ? you are diyided difierent ways with 

" a double hook. 
" This do you follow, or this ! By turns it behoves that you 

" go under, 156 

" With doubtful obsequiousness, your masters : by tumd, 

" you may wander. 
" Nor can you, when once you have withstood, and have 

" refased to obey. 
" An instant command, say ' I now have broken my bonds.** 
" For also a dog, having struggled, breaks the knot : but to 

"him, 
" When he flies, a long part of the chain is drawn byhis neck. 
" Davus, quickly (I command that this you believe) to 

" finish griefs l6i 

ihe line, and differentl j baited^ so that So will it be witli you ; you may break 

the fish are doubtfiil which to take. loose, for a while, from the bond^e and 

155." This do ^u/i^knv,'" S^c^ Hune service of vice, but those inbred prindh 

— dominum understood. Which master ples of evil, which you will carry about 

will you follow, Ayarice or Luzury ? you, will hinder your total escape, and 

— ^By tums H 6eAooe8,"^c.] The truth make it easy for the solicitations of your 

is, that yoa will sometimes go Under, or old masters to reduce you again into 

yield to, the dominion of tiie one^ som^ bondage to them. Therefore, while there 

times of the other, altemately — ancipiti remains any yice and folly within you, 

obsequio — doubting which you shall you will be a slaye, howeyer you may 

serve most. Altemus^a-um. See Ainsw. call yourself free. 

156. " ITajMfer."] Oberres— be Kke 161. "i>a««w," ^c.] The Stoic, in 
one that is at a loss, and wanders up and confirmation of his main aigumen^ to 
down ; you will wander in your deteF* proye tiiat "all but the wise are slayes,^* 
minations which to seiTye, at times, their having instanced sloth, ayaiice, and 
commands being contrary to each other, luxury, as lording it over the minds of 
Ayarice bids you get more — Luxury bids men, now proceeds to shew that the pas- 
you enjoy what yo^ haye. sion of love is another of those chainsby 

157. " Wiihstood,'" ^c.] Perhaps for which the mind is bound. 

once, or so, you may refiise to obey their He introduces a scene in the Eunuch 

most importunate solicitations and con»- of Menander, from which Terence took 

mands ; but don% &om this, conclude his Eunuch, where the loyer is called 

that you are firee from their service. It is Chserestratus (in Terence, Phaedria)com- 

not a single instance, but a whole tenor municatinJB; to his seryant Davus (in 

of resistance to vice, which constitutes Terence, Parmeno) his intention of 

freedom. Instanti—- eamest, urgent. leaving his mistress Chrysis (in Terence, 

159. ** -4 <iog«," ^c.] A dog may strug- Thais). 

gle till he breaks his chain, but then runs *^ Bavus," says Chaerestratus, *^ (and 

away with a long pieee of it hanging to ^* I insist on your believii^ me to be in 

him at his neck, by which he is not only ^ eamest,) I am thinking to give up my 

incommoded in his flig^t, but easily laid ^* mistress,and to do this shortly — cito— 

hold o^ and brbught back to his con- *^ and thus to put an end to aU the 

finement. Caiii»-->here feminine^lit. a ^ plague and uneasiness which she has 

bitch. " cost me." 

x2 . 
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Praeterltos meditor : (crudum Ghsarestratus unguem 
Abradens, ait hsec.) An siccis dedecus obstem 
Cognatis ? An rem patriam, rumore sinistro, 
Limen ad obscoenum, frangam, dum Ghrysidis udas 165 

Ebrius ante fores, extincta cum face, canto ? 

Euge, puer, sapias ; diis depellentibus agnam 
Percute. Sed ceusen' plorabit, Dave, relicta ? 
Nugaris : solea, puer, objurgabere rubra, 
Ne trepidare velis, atque arctos rodere casses. 170 

Nunc ferus, et violens : at si vocet, haud mora dicas, 
'' Quidnam igitur faciam ? ne nunc, cum accersat, et ultro 
" Supplicet, accedam T Si totus, et integer, illinc 



162. 3. *^Hi8 raw nail gnaxmng^'* ^c.] diis depellentibus — to the gods, whose 
Biting his nail to the quick ; a Tery com- office it Was to repel and keep off eviL 
mon action with people in deep and Perhaps Castor and Polluz are here 
anxious thought. meant, as they were reckoned peculiarly 

163. "«S^AoZ^/jadM^Toce."] g. rf. Shall to avert mischiet See Delph. note. 
I, who haye made myself a disgrace to Horace sacrificed a lamb to Faunus, the 
my family by keeping this woman — god of the fields and woods, for his 

— ^ QJopose.^^] Act contrary to the escape from the £Eilling tree. Lib. ii. 

wishes and adyice of my sober rela- ode xvii ad fin. Averruncus — Deus qui 

tions ? mala avertit. Ainsw. 

Siccus signifies sober, in opposition 168. ^ Thhk youy Davus^ ^c.] Here 

to uvidus, soaked, mellow with liquor. the young man wavers in his resolution, 

HoR. lib. iv. ode 5. 38 — 40. and shews that he is still a slave to his 

Dicimus integro passion for Chrysis — ^he can't bear the 

Sioci mane die, dicimus woidi thought of making her uneasy. 

Cum Sol oceano subest, 169. ** You trifie — "] Answers Davus. 

Hence sicci means sober, orderly peo- Is this the way in which you are to put 

ple in general, in contradistinction to an end to all tiie plague and uneasiness 

lakes and libertines. of this amour, to be thus irresolute, and 

164. ^ Patemal estaie^'' ^c.] Spend unable to bear the thought of her tears 
and diminish my patrimony, at the ex- for the loss of you ? Alas 1 how you 
pence of my reputation. Comp. Juv. trifle with yourself ! 

sat xiv. 1. 1. — ^ You wHl be (MJdren^'* ^c.] fool- 

165. " An chscene threshold,^'\ At the ish youth, when once Chrysis finds out 
house of an harlot Synec. lunen for that you are so fond of her, that you 
domum. canH bear to grieve her by forsaking her, 

— ^ Wet doors^'' ^c.] The doors wet she will make her advantage of it ; she 

with the dew of the night ** Shall I will let you see her imperiousness, and 

^ serenade her at midnight, when I am will not only scold, but beat you. 

" drunken, and have put out the torch — " Red s&joper."] Solea — a kind 

^ with which my servant is lighting me of pantofle, or slipper, covering only the 

^ home, fbr fear of being seen and known sole of the foot, and &8tened with laces. 

*^ by the passers by ?^' It was a fashion among the fine ladies to 

167. " ivett done^'' ^c.] " Well done, have these of a red or purple colour, as 

**my young master," says Davus, "I well as to make use of them for the 

^ hope you will come to your senses at chastisement of their humble admirers. 

"last." See Juv. sat. vL L 611. 

— *^ R&p^nggods^^ h{c^\Xvfz&\\&\\slX Thraso is represented by Terence 

to ofFer a thank-ofiering to the gods, on (Eun. act. v. sc. viL) as intending, after 

a deliverance firom any danger : hence his quarrel with the courtezan Thais, to 

Daviusbids hismaster sacrificea lamb — surrender himself to her at discretion. 
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" Past I meditate: (Chserestratus, his raw nail 

" Gnawing, says these words) shall I, a disgrace, oppose my 

"sober 
" Relations ? Shall I my paternal estate, with an ill report, 
" Spend at an obscene threshold, while, before the wet doors 
" Of Chrysis, drunken I sing with an extinguished torch T— 
" Well done, boy, be wise : to the repelling gods a lamb 
" Smite :" — " But think you, Davus, she will weep, beinff left r 
" You trifle — you will, boy, be chidden with a red shpper, 
" Lest you should have a mind to struggle, and bite the tight 

"toils: 170 

" Now fierce and violent : but, if she should call, without 

" delay you would say — 
" What therefore shall I do ? now, when she can send for 

"me, and willingly 
" Supplicate, shalllnotgor — "If wholeandentirefromthence 

and to do wliateyer she commanded. The Mox venit assueto moUis ad arvajuffo, 

parasited Gnatho says, Quid est ? Su) primo juvenes trepidant in amore 

Thraso. Qai minus quam Herctdes /eroces, 

servivit Omphale ? Dehinc donUHposthao aqua et iniqua 

Qj^, Eaxmplum placet : /erunt. Propbrt. lib. 11. 

Utinam tibi commitigari videam sandalio — ^ And bite" ^c.] Metaph. from 

caput, wUd beasts taken in nets, or toils, who 

From this answer of Gnatho, it seems endeavour to iiee themselves bj biting 

likelj that there was represented, on the them asunder. 

Athenian stage, some comedy on the In short, Chrysis will so use you, if 

loves of Hercides and Omphale, in which you again put yourself in her power, that 

that hero was seen spinning of wool, and you will not dare to attempt a second 

his mistress sitting by, and beating him time to escape her. 

with her sandal, or slipper, when he did 171. ^Fierce and violent,"'] Now you 

wrong. To this our poet may probably are not with her you can bluster stoutly. 

allude. See the ingenlous Mr. Col- ^** Ccdl,"'\ i, e, luTite you to come 

MAN^s tianslation of this passage, and to her — 

the note. — ^^ Without dday" ^c.] You would 

170. " To struggle,'^'] i, e. That you instantly change your note, and say — 

may not again attempt your liberty. Me- 172. *' What there/ore," ^c.] These are 

taph. from the fluttering of birds when almost the words of Phsedria, in Ter. 

caught on lime-twigs, who flutter their Eun. act i. sc. i L 1, 2. 

wings to free themselves, by which they Q^id igitur/aciam ? non eam, ne nunc 

are the more limed, and rendered more quidem 

unable to escape. Marshall. Ckm accersor tdtro 7 

Sic aves dum viscum trepidantes ex- 173. " Whole and entire^'" ^<j.] '^lf 

cutiunt, plumis omnibus illinunt Sh- ** when you left her, you had been en- 

NECA, de Ira. *^ tirely heart whole, and had shaken oiF 

Trepido does not always signify " the yoke of lust and passion, you would 

trembling through fear, but sometimes " not— nec nunc, not even now — retum 

to hasten, to bustle, to keep a clutter. ** to her, even though she has sent to 

Dum trepidant ala, ** entreat you to it ; but, from your 

ViRG. JEn. iv. 121 ; and ix. 114. "thought of yielding to her entreaties, 

So struggling to get free from a haughty " I see very plainly that, notwithstand- 

mistress : " ing all your deliberations about leaving 

Acvelutiprimo Taurus detractataratro, " her, you igre stiU a slave to her," 
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Exieras, nec nunc. Hic, hic, quem quaerimus, hic est : 
Nou in festuca, lictor quam jactat ineptus. 175 

Jus habet^ ille^sui, palpo quem ducit hiantem 
Cretata Ambitio? Vigila, et cicer ingere large 
Bixanti populo, nostra lit Floralia possint 
Aprici meminisse senes ! quid pulchrius !-^At qum 
Herodis venere dies, unctaque fenestra 180 

Dispositse, pi^guem hebulam vomuere lucemae, 



174. ^* Whom we aeek,**] The man who the rod, in that part of the ceremony 
can 60 &r emancipate himself from his which fell p his ehare. 

passion, as to free himself from its do* " Shakes.**'^ Jacto, is tp shake 

minion, so as no longer to be a slave or move ; to move to and fro, as in the 

to it, which Chs^estratuB would have action of striking often ; also to brag or 

proyed himsel^ if he could have kept his boast 

resolution against all solicitations tp 176. *^R^hi of himadfi**^ The poet 

break it ; this is the man I mean, says how instances, in the yice of amUtion, 

the Stoic, this is the man I allow to be another chain which binds the enslaved 

free. mind, and which hinders that freedom 

175. ^Not in the wand" S^c.} The for which our Stoic is eontending. 
better to explain this place, as well as Can he eall hiraself his own master — 
L 88 of this Satire, it may not be amiss meus, 1. 88 ; or say that he is sui juris — 
to mention, particularly, the ceremony i, e. that he can dispose of himseU' as he 
of manumission. pleases, as haying a soverdgn propriety 

*^ The slave was brought before the in his pers(Hi. 

consul, and, in after^times, before the — " Whom gapingj"'] Hiantem — ^gap- 

praetor, by his master, who, laying his ing after, ceveting greatly, like a ciea- 

hand upon his seryant's head, said to the ture gaping for food. 

praetor, Hunc hominem liberum esse — ** WWi his lure.^] Palpum -i, Kt. a 

Yolo, and, with that, let him go out of gentle, soft stroking with the hand ; 

his hand, which they termed, e manu hence obtrudere j^pam alicui — to 

emittere, whence manumission : then wheedle, flatter, or coaz. Ainsw. 

the prsetor, laying a rod upon his head, 176, 7. " Chalked ambition.^] This 

called vindicta, said, Dico eum liberum expression alludes to the white garments 

esse more Quiritum ; and tumed him wom by candidates for offices ; in these 

round on his heel. See 1. 75, 6. After they went about to ask the people*s 

this, the lictor, taking the rod out of the votes, and from these white garments, 

praBtor's hand, stmck the servant several which to make still whiter they rub- 

blows upon the head, &ce, and back, bed over with chalk, they were called 

(which part of the ceremony Persius re- candidati 

fers to in this line,) and nothing now 177. ^ Ambition.^*'] Literally signifies 

remained but pileo donare, to present agoingabout,fromambio: henceasuing 

him with a cap in token of liberty, and or canvassing for favour — hence that de- 

to have his name entered in the cpm- sire of honour and promotion, which is 

mon roll of freemen, with the reason of called ambition. 

his obtaining that fevour." See befoie, — ^" Watch — "] Says Ambition ; al- 

1. 88. See Kennbtt, Antiq. p. 100. ways be upon the look out ; lose no op- 

— *^ Thefoolish lictor,**] Ineptus, here, portimity to make yourself popular. 

is either used in contempt of the lictor, — **Heap vetches larff^.**] Those 

who was a sort of beadle, that carried who aspired to public office8,endeayoured 

the &sces before the praetor, and usually, to gain the votes of the people by do- 

perhaps, an ignorant, illiterate fellow; nations and la]*gesses. These kinds of 

or it may be used in the sense of unapt, public bribes consisted in pease, beans, 

unfit, improper — t. e. to convey tme li- lupines, or vetches, given away among 

berty on the slave, whom he stmck with the people. The Romans ran to such 
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* ' You had come forth, not now.'' — " This, this, this is he 

" whom we seek, 

" Not in the wand which the foolish lictor shakes. 175 

"Has he the right of hitnself, whom gaping, with its lure, 

"chalked 

" Ambition leads ? Watch : and heap vetches largely on the 

"Quarrelling people, that our feasts of Flora sunny old 



"men 



u 



May remember : what more glorious ? but when 
" The days of Herod have come, and in the greasy window I80 

" The candles disposed, have vomited a fat cloud, 

extrayagance on these occasions, that In the well-known, beautifal ballad of 

seyeial of the richest entirely niined Darbj and Joan, the poet has made use 

themselyes. J. Caesar employed in such of this idea, as one description of the 

largesses near a miUion and an half more amusement of old age ; 

than his estate was worth. Together ihey totter about, 

In cioere atque faba bona iu penkiaque Or sUmtiie sun ai tiie door, S^c. 

lupinis^ 179. " WTutt more glorious ?"] Than 

Laius tu in droo spaHerej aut aneuM thus to recommend ourselyes to the 

utstea — . people, gain their fiivour, and leave 

HoR. lib. il sat. iii. L 182, 3. a lasting memory of ourfmunificence? 

178. " QuarrdUng people,'*^'] Quarrel- Iron. 

ling about their shares in the largeaees 180. ^ TTie days of Hetod^ ^c.] 

and donations; or, as we see at our Another chain in which the hnman mind 

elections, about the interests of the is holden in superstition ; to this aU 

seyeral candidates, whom they seyeially but the wise are slaves. He instances 

espoused. this in those Romans who had addicted 

— ^ Our feaxts^ ^c.] That the feasts themselves to many of the Jewish rites 

which we gave, marked by our great li- and superstitions, for such their whole 

berality, may never be forgotten, to religion appeared to the heathen. See 

the latest old age of those who attended Juv. sat xiv. 1. ^^ — 106. We find, 

them. by Matt xiv. 6. wA Mark vi. 21. that 

— " Feasts ofFlcyra^'\ Flora was a noted the king's birth-day was an high festiyal, 

courtezan in Rome, who having gotten observed at Herod^s court ; and, by this 

a large sum of money by prostitution, passage of Persius, it appears to have 

made the Roman people her heir : but been celebrated by the Jews at Rome 

they, being ashamed of her profession, also, particularly by the Herodians, who 

made her the goddess of flowers. constituted a society in honour of Herod, 

In honour of her, feasts were held, after the manner of the Sodalitia at 

and games exhibited, which were pro- Rome. See Broughton, Bibliotheca 

vided by thc sedile, who, on this occa- — tit Herodians. 

sion, was very liberal in his donations to — " Greasy window,''^'] They stuck up 

the people, in hopes of gaining their candles, or lamps, in their windows, in 

votes for an higher place in the mar token of a rejoicing-dav — they lighted 

gistracy. The Floralia were held on the them early in the day (comp. Juv. sat 

28th of April. xil 92.), and by their flaring and gut- 

^" Sunny old »ie«."] Aprici senes tering they made the fiames of the win- 

— old men who loved to bask in the sun, dows on which they stood all over 

the warmth of which was very accept- grease. 

able to their cold habit of body, which 181. *^Fat chud,**'] i. e. Of smoke — 

old age brought on ; their delight was An exact description of the smoke of a 

to bask on a stinny bank, and talk candle, or lamp, which is impregnated 

over old times. Comp, Juv. sat xi. I. with particles of the fet, or grease, from 

203. which it ascends ; as may be seen on 
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Portant^s violas ; rubruHique amplexa catinum, 

Cauda natat thynni, tumet alba hdelia vino ; 

Labra moves tacitus, recutitaque sabbata palles : 

Tunc nigri lemures, ovoque pericula rupto ; 185 

Hinc grandes Galli, et cum sistro lusca sacerdos, 

Incussere deos inflantes corpora, si non 

Prsedictum, ter mane, caput gustaveris alli. 

Dixeris haec inter varicosos centuriones, 
Continuo crassum ridet Pulfenius ingens, 190 



ceilings, or other places, on which this — ^Circumcised whbathsy^ Reeutita 

pmoke has alighteci, and which, when thej sabbata. Hypall. for sabbata recutitonim 

are attempted to be cleaned, are found — the sabbaths of the circumcised. 

to be soiled with a mirture of soot and Palles sabbata, here, is equivalent to 

grease. metuentem sabbata. Juv. sat xiv. L 96. 

Vomuere is a word well adapted to — q. rf. By degrees you will enter into 

express the discharge of the thick and all the Jewish superstition. 

filthy smoke from the wicks. So Vi^g. The word sabbata, in the plural, may 

^n. y. 682. here denote, not only the sabbath-days, 

Stupa vomens tardumfiimum, but all the Jewish holidays, which were 

The tow disgorging tardy^ Umguid smoke, days of rest from labour ; araong others, 

182. " Bearing violets."^ They adomed the festiyal which they had instituted in 
their lamps with wreaths of violets, and honour of Herod's birth-day. 

other flowers, on these occasions. 185.^7^^ Madc hobgoblinsJ*'*} The 

— ^Embraced a red dish.^*"] Hypallage, mind enslaved by superstition, fells from 

for the dish embracing the tail of the one degree of it into another. 

fish. Thynnus, a large coarse fish ; the Lemures — ghosts, spirits that walk by 

poet mentions only the tail of it, which night, hobgoblins. AiNSW, — Noctumos 

was the worst part — ^this he does, pro- lemures. Hor. ep. ii. lib. iL I. 209. — 

bably, by way of derision of the Jews' They are only supposed to appear by 

festal-dinner. The dish, of red earthen- night — hence called black. 

ware. — ^^ Dangersfrom a brohen «<7^.'"] The 

183. ^Smms — "] In sauce. ancients had a superstition about egg- 
— " White pitcher.^*'] An earthen ves- shells ; they thought, that if an egg^shell 

sel, a whitc crock of earth. were cracked, or had an hole bored 

— ^" SweUs.''*'\'\% fiUed up to the brim through at the bottom of it, they were 

— or tumet may imply, that the wine subject to the power of sorcery. 

was bad, and in a fermenting state, This is contrary to the superstition of 

frothing up above the brim. Every those, who, in the days when witches 

circumstance of the entertainment seems were believed in, always broke the bot- 

to be mentioned with a thorough air of tom of an egg-shell, and crossed it, after 

contempt, and to denote the poverty of having eaten the egg, lest some witch 

the Jews. should make use of it in bewitching 

\^A,^Silentyoumaveyour'lips.^*'\Yo\x them, or sailing over the sea in it, if 

join in the solemnity, you attend at their it were whole. See Dryden's note. 

proseuchae, and, like them, mutter For an instance of national supersti- 

prayers inwardly, only moving your lips. tion, as ridiculous as any that can be 

See sat. ii. I. 6. imagined, I would refer the reader to 

— "^And fear**\ Pallus is used by the solemn public statute of 1 Jac. I. c. 

our poet elsewhere to denote hard study, 12, against witchcraft, now repealed by 

which occasions paleness. See sat L I. 9 Geo. II. c. 5. 

124 ; and sat iii. 85. Here it is used — " Hence."] t. e. From this super- 

to denote that superstitious fear, which stitious principle in the minds of men, 

occasions, from yielding to it, a pale and they are led from one degree of credu- 

wan appearance in the countenance. lity to another : of this advantage has 
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" Bearing violets ; , and, havlng embraced a red dLsh, 

" The tail of a tunny-fish swims, the white pitcher swells 

" with wine ; 
" Silent you move your lips, and fear circumclsed sabbaths : 
" Thenblack hobgoblins, and dangers from a broken egg: i85 
Hence huge priests of Cybele, and a one-eyed priestess with 

" a sistrum, 
Have inculcated gods inflating bodies, if you have not 
" Tasted, three times in the moming, an appointed head of 
gariick. 
If you say these things among the veiny centurions, 
" Immediately huge Pulfenius rudely laughs, 190 



been taken by the priests of Cybele, this was her situation, and that she pre- 

and of Isis, to fill them with groundless tended to have lost an eye by a blow 

terrors. from the sistrum of Isis ; for it seems 

186. ^Huge prtests of C^fe."] See that this was the way that the goddess 

these described at large, Juv. sat vi took to avenge herself on those who 

510 — 20. They were called Galli, from offended her. 

Gallus, a rirer of Phrygia, the drinking Decemat quodcunque volet de oorpore 
of which made people furious. So nostro 

OviD, Fast. iv. Isi8, et trato/eriai mea lumina sistro. 

Inier, ait, viridem Cybden aUasque Ce- Juv. sat xiii. 1. 92, 3. See the note 

Imas, there, on L 93. 
Amnis ii insania nomine Gfallus a- 187. ^Have inculcaied,'*^ ^c.] These 

qua, vile impostors, when once the mind is 

Qui hihit inde/urit, 8^c, enslaved so £Eir by superstition as to re- 

Persius calls them grandes — Juvenal ceive their impositions, will inculcate 

says, ingens semivir, &c. They were their absurd and wild notions as so 

usually of great stature, owing, as has many truths — ^they will persuade you, 

been said, to their castration, which in- that the gods which they serve will send 

creased their bulk. Their strange, mad dropsies, and other swellings of the 

gestures, and their extraordinary ap- body, unless you use some amulet or 

pearance, as well as their loud and wild charm to prevent it ; such as eating a 

vociferation, had great effect upon weak head, or clove, of garlick, for three 

and superstitious minds. See Juy. sat momings successively. 
vi 621—5. 188. *" Appointed:*] i. e. Ordered— 

— *^One-eyed priestess with a sistrum,''^'] prescribed — as a preservative. 
The superstition of the Egyptian god- 189. ^l/you say ihese ihings,^^ jfc.] If 

dess Isis had been transferred to Rome, you were to discourse, as I have done, 

where she had a temple. She was re- in the hearing of one of our rough cen- 

presented with a sistrum, a sort of brazen turions (comp. sat iii. L 77.), in order 

or iron timbrel, with loose rings on the to prove the slavery of all men to vice 

edges, in her hand. ^turrpov, from ffuw, and folly, except the wise, he would set 

to shake — its noise proceeding from up a loud horse-laugh at you. 
its being shaken violently, and struck — ^ Veiny"} Varicosus, having laige 

with the hand, or with an iron rod. veins — perhaps from the robustness of 

The priestess of Isis, when celebratinff his make. 
the wild rites of Isis, carried a sistrum 190. ^Huge Pulfenius:*] The name 

in her hand, in imitation of the god- of some remarkable tall and lusty soldier 

dess, and had great influence over the of that day — ^put here for any such sort 

minds of the superstitious. See Juy. of person. 
sat vi. 525 — 30. — ^Ruddy laughs:*] Crassum ridet, 

The poet calls her one-eyed — perhaps for crasse ridet Graecism. 
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Et centnm Graoos curto centusse licebit. 



191. ^And cheapau"'] Liceor -en, rate of Ronuui money, amountiiiff to 

dep. to clieapen a thing^ to bid money about siz Bhillingsand tluee-pence otonr 

for it, to offer the price. money. 

-*-'' Orteks,**'^ i e, Philosophers, most ^*^ Clipped,"'] Curtailed, hattered-^ 

of which first came to Oreece. short of its nominal yalue, like had mo- 

— *^A cUpped oen^tMsw.*'] CentuBsis, a ney among ufti 



8AT. V. PERSIUS'S 8ATIRE8. 315 

'^ And cheapens an hundred Greeks at a clipped centussis.^ 

q, d. If PulfeniuB, the centnrioii, were penny piece for them aU. Howeyer, 

to hear what I have said on the subject though you may be of the same mind, 

of liberty, he would not only laugh at it, Dama, yet what I have said is not the 

but, if he were asked what he would less true, nor are philosophers the less 

give for an hundred philosophers, he valuable in the eyes of all the wise and 

would not ofifer a good six and threo- good. ^ 
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ARGUMENT. . 

Persius addresses this epistolary Satire to his /riend Gmim 
Bassus^ a lyric poet. They hoth seem, as was usual with 
the studious among the Bomans^ in the heginning of winter, 
to have retiredfrom Bome to their respective country-houses ; 
Persius to his^ ojt the port of Luna^ in Liguria; Bassus to 
hisy in the territories ofthe Sahines. 

The Poet first enquires after his friend^s manner of life and 

AD C^SIUM BASSUM. 

Admovit jam bruma foco te, Basse, Sabino ? 
Jamne lyra, et tetrico vivunt tibi pectine chordaB ? 
Mire opifex, numeris veterum primordia rerum, 
Atque marem strepitum fidis intendisse Latinse ; 

IAm 1. Sabine fire-hearth.l The an- fingers ; but when stnick with a quill, 

cient Sabines were a people between the which, when so used, was called pecten, 

Umbrians and Latins, but, after the rape gave a louder and harsher sound. 
of the Sabine women, incorporated into The language here is figurative — ^the 

one people with the Latins, by agree- lyre stands for lyric, or the softer and 

ment between Tatius and Romulus. gentler kind of poetry ; and the strings, 

This part of Italy still retajned its name ; or chords, being struck tetrico pectine, 

and here Bassus had a country-house, with the rough or harsh quill, denote the 

to which he retired at the beginning of sharper and severer style of yerse. The 

winter, for the more quiet and con- poet inquires whether Bassus, in his re- 

Tenient opportunity of study. This was tirement, was writing lyric yerses, and 

not fsi from Rome. whether he was also employing himself 

— Fire-hearth.'] So focus Uterally sig- in grayer or severer kinds of composition. 
nifies, quod foyeat ignem — ^Ainsw. but -— Live to thee.] When an instrument 

it is sometimes used for the whole house, lies by, and is not played on, it may be 

by synec. and, perhaps, is so to be un- said to be dead, and when taken up and 

derstood here. Sometimes, by meton. played on, the stnngs may be said to be 

£Dr the fire. alive, from their motion and sound. 

2. Does now the Zyre.] The lyre was a 3. AdmhxMe artist /J Opifex — lit a 

stringed instrument, which gave a sofl workman: it also means an inventor, 

and gentle sound when touched with deviser, and framer. 
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ARGUMENT. 



studies^ then infonm him ofhis own^ and where he now is, 
He deacrihes hivmelf in his retirement, as quite v/ndisquieted 
with regard to care or passions ; and^ with respect to his 
expences^ neither profuse nor parsim^oniom. He then treats 
on the true use ofriches ; and shews the folly ofthose who 
live sordidly themselves for the sake ofleaving their riches 
to others. 



TO OiESIUS BASSUS. 

Has winter already moved thee, Bassus, to thy Sabine fire- 

hearth ? 
Does now the lyre, and do the strings, live to thee with a 

rough quill ! 
Admirable artist ! in numbers the beginnings of things 
To have displayed, and the manly sound of the Latin lute ; 



— In nufnbers,'] i e. In venes— •in /ivdurropioyintelligere. See Delph. note. 

metre. 4:,Displayed,'] IntendiBse— lit to ha^e 

— The begtnninffs.'] Primordia — ^the stretched. The sonnd is giyen from 

first beginnings — tiie history of the ear- instmments hy the tension of the 

liest beginnings of things. So Oym, strings. 

Met lih. i L 3, 4. — Manfyaound ofihe Latm hde,'] i,e, 

—Primaque ab origine mundi To have written Latin lyric verses in a 

Ad mea perpetuum deducite tempora nohle, manlv strain. 

carmen, Among the Oreeks they reckon nine 

Some understand the poet to mean, that femous lyric poets : hut two among the 

Bassus had written a treatise in verse, Romans ; viz, Horace and Caesius Bas- 

conceming the original heginning or rise sus. 

of old and antiquated words, reading, Horace calls himsel^ RomansB fidi- 

after many copies, veterum primordia cen lyrse. Ode iii. lib. iv. l. 23. 

vocum — and that Bassus was not only a To be reckoned this was his great am- 

good poct, but a leamed antiquary. But bition, as appears, ode i lib. i ad iin. 

rerom aiFords the easiest and most na- where he says to Msecenas, 

tural sense — Malim igitur cum Casau- ^dd si me lyricis vatibus ineeres^ 

bono et aliis quibusdam, %eoyoviw et Suhlimi feriam aidera vertice. 
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Mox juvenes agitare jocos ; et, pollice honesto, 5 

Egregios lusisse senes ! — Mihi nunc Ligus ora 

Intepet, hybernatque meum mare ; qua latus ingens 

Dant scopuli, et multa littus se valle receptat. 

" Lunai portum est operaa cognoscere, cives :'*'* 

Oor jubet hoc Enni ; postquam destertuit esse 10 

Mseonides, quintus pavone ex Pythagoreo. 

Hic ego securus vulgi, et quid prseparet auster 
Infelix pecori : securus et angulus ille 
Vicini nostro quia pinguior : et si adeo omnes 
Ditescant orti pejoribus, usque recusem 15 

Gurvus ob id minui senio, aut ccenare sine uncto ; 
Et signum in vapida naso tetigisse lagena. 



5. Then to agitate young jokei,'^ Then, another reason of the warmih of my si- 
m light and Hyely strains, to describe tuation ; my house which is situatcd in 
the amonrs and frolics of yonng men. that yalley being shelter^ from the 

— Homat 1humbJ\ Meton. with tnith wintry storms. 

and fiEUthfuhiess, representing the actions 9. ^ Port of Luna.'''''] So called from 

and worthy deeds of older men, who the shape of the bay in which it was 

have distinguished themselves in a more situate, which, from the circular {brm of 

adyanced time of life. the shore, was like an half-moon — LunauL, 

6. Liffurian,'] i. e, Being now re- per diaeresim, for Lunae. 

moved from Rome into Ligurio. JJgOM — ** It is worth while,*^ ffc'] This line 

ora, for Ligustica ora. is from Ennius, who began his annals of 

6, 7. Coast grows warm,"] Either from the Roman people with — 

its situation near mountains, which kept Est opera preHumj O wees^ cognoscere 

off the cold blasts of wind, or firom the portum 

circumstance next mentioned, the agita- Luna. 

tion of the sea, which causes a warmth 10. The heart ofEnmuSj ^e.} He was 

in the water. an ancient poet, bom at Rudiae, a towor 

TuLLY, Nat Deor. lib. ii. says, ^ Seas of Calabria : he wrote annals of the Ro- 

** agitated by the winds grow se warm, man people ; alsa satires, comediei^ and 

^ as easily to make us understand, that tragedies ; but nothing of his is come to 

"^ in those large bodies of water there is us entire. He died 169 years before 

^ heat included : for that heat which we Chiist 

*^ perceive, ia not to be accounted merely Cor. means, literally, the heart ; and, 

^ eztemal and adrentitious, but excited by meton. the mind, wisdom, jud^ent. 

^ by the agitation which Ib in the iane!r- Perhaps the poet means to say, that £n- 

*^ most parts of the water ; this also nius, when in his right mind and sober 

*^ happens, to omr bodies, whan by motion senses, recommended the port of Luna 

** they grow warm.*' to hi» countrymen, after he eame out of 

7. Mif sea is roughJ] That is, ihe sea his yagaries after mentioned. 

near V dlaterni, a city of Tuscany, where —Dreaming^ ^c.] See Prologue to 

Persius was bom, and near which he sat. i L 2, and note. Maeonides waa a 

now waa. name given to Homer, on account of his 

— Large side, ^c.] The rocks running supposed birth at Smyma, in the coontry 

out fai into the sea, present an exten- of Mseonia, i. e. Lydia. 

sive side to the water, by which the ll.F^ih/romthePi/thagoreanpeaeock.] 

waves are stopped, and a quiet bay Some are for supposing Quintus, here, 

fbimed. to be understood as a prsenomen of £n- 

8. The shore draws itsdfki^ ^eJ] The nius:— but it should rather seem, as if 
shore retires, and forms a large circular Persius were here laughing at the extia- 
TaHey between the moimtains ; which is yagant idea of the Pythagorean doctrine 
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Tlien to agitate young jokes, and with an lionest thumb 5 
To have played remarkable old men. To me now the Ligu- 

rian coast 
Grows warm, and my sea is rough, where a large side 
The rocks giye,and the shore draws itself in with muchyalley. 
" The port of Luna it is worth while to know, citizens :"" 
The heart of Ennius commands this, after he eeasM dreaming 

that he was 10 

Maeonides, the fifth from the Pythagorean peacock. 

Here [am] I, caretess of the yulgar, and what the south, 
Unfortunate to the cattle, may prepare : and unconcerned 

because that corner 
Is more fruitAil than mine that^s next to it : and if all, 
Sprung from worse, should grow eyer so rich, I should always 

refiise, 15 

On that account, to be diminisVd crooked with old age, or 

to sup without a dainty, 
And to haye touched with my nose the seal in the yapid cask. 



of transmigratioii, which Ennins for a 14. And tf aU, 8^c.} If ever so many 

while had receiyed, and who is said to of vaj inferiors, howeyer lowly and 

haye dreamt, that the sonl of a peacock meanly bom, should grow 80 rich, adeo 

had transmigrated, first into Euphorbus, ditescant, as to haye iheif possessions 

then into Homer, then into Pjthagoxas, exeeed mine— 

and then into Ennius ; so that he stood 15. / t^oM oltBajfs refiue^ ^c] I 

fifth from the peacock. See Dryd, Trans. should not make myself nneasj, so as to 

and note on tiiis place. fret upon that account^ and to bring on 

This is an eyident banter on the Py- old age before my time, as if bowed un- 

thagorean notion of the metempsychosis. der a weight of years. 

12. Here am /, jro.] In thls com- 16. Sup toithotd a damtif^ Unctua, 
fortable retreat of the port of Luna, I literally, is anointed, greasy, and applied 
trouble noi my head wiih what people to describe a dainty rich mea], geod 
say of me. eheer. Hence unctiBtima co&n». See 

— Whai ihe souiky ^c] The south Ainsw. Unctus. 

wind, when it blew wi^ any long con- 1*11 not liye the worse ; enyy shall 

tinuance, was reckoned yery unwhole- not spoil my appetite ; 1*11 not abate a 

some, particularly to cattleu So Viro. single dish at my table, in order to saye 

Oeor. i L 444. up what would make me as rich as my 

Arboribusque^aaiiequeiNoiue^pecoriqii^ neighhour. 

sinister, 17. And to hame toudked wiA mp noee^ 

The poet sems to say, that he was ^c.] I shall not bottle up dregt ef musty 

without care or anxiety in his retreat» wine, and then examine the seal, which 

The modem Italians caU this wind Si- I haye put on the mouth ^ the yessd, 

rocco, or Scilocco, which bh>ws from the as closely as if I meant to run my nete 

south-eastL into the pitch which hae leceiyeil ito 

13. That comer, ^c] Horace, sat yi impression^ to try whether any o£ mj 
lib. ii. 1. 8, 9. servant» haye opened it. 

O si angulus iUe q,d. \ shall neither £ret myself intDt 

Proximue aooedaty qui nmo denormat old age before my time with enyy, aee 

affellum. tum niggaid, in order te saye iaoney, 

Persius took his angulus ille firom this that I maj equal my richer n«||^ 

passage of Hoiaee. bours. 
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Discrepet his alius. Geminos, Horoscope, varo 
Produeis genio. Solis natalibus, est qui 
Tingat olus siccum muria, vafer, in calice empta, 20 

Ipse sacrum irrorans patinae piper. Hic bona dente 
Grandia magnanimus peragit puer. — ^Utar ego, utar : 
Nec rhombos, ideo, libertis ponere lautus ; 
Nec tenuem solers turdarum nosse salivam. 

Messe tenus propria vive ; et granaria (fas est) 25 

Emole ; quid metuas ; occa, et seges altera in herba est. 

" At vocat oflScium. Trabe rupta, Bruttia saxa 
" Prendit amicus inops : remque omnem, surdaque vota, 
" Gondidit lonio : jacet ipse in littore, et una 



18. Another may differ^ ^c.] However 21. Htmsel/ sprinkUf^, ^c] He would 
such may be my way of thinking, yet not tnist this to a servant, for fear of his 
as there are sprinkling too mach, therefore did it 

Mille hominum species^et rerumdiscolor himsel£ 

usus — See sat v. 52. — Sacred pepperj] Which he sets 

it is certain that others may differ from as much store by as if it were sa- 

me in sentiments, with regard to ihese cred. 

matters. Hor. lib. i. sat i 1. 71, 2. 

— O Horoscope,'] Horoscopns here Tanquam pa^rcere sacris 

signifies the star that had the ascendant, Cogeris, 

and presided at one^s nativity. And lib. ii. sat iiL L 110. 

q. d, Whatever astrologers may say, Metuensque velut oonHnffere sacrum, 

two persons, even twins, bom under the — This.] i. e. The other twin, quite of 

samehoroscope, are fi(%quently seen to a contrary disposition. 

be produced with a diiferent genius, or — A magnanimousboyJ] Yetnotgrown 

natural inclination. to manhood, but having early a noble 

19. TTiere isywho,8^c.] Of these twins, disposition. Iron. 

one of them shall be covetous and close, 22. His tooth.] By the indulgence of 

the other prodigaL his luxurious appetite— meton. — devours 

One of them will gnidge himself al- all he has. 

most the common con^orts of life. — Dispatches a great estate.'] i. e. 

— On his birihrday.] This was usually Makes an end of a laige estate, by 

observed as a time of feasting, and spending it profusely upon his gluttony 

making entertainments for their friends. and luzury. 

See Juv. sat xL L 83 — 6 ; and v. L — I tvUl use, ^c.] For my part, says 

36, 7. Persius, I will use what I have ; I say 

20. Wily.] Vafer — cunning, crafty. use, not abuse it, either by avarice on 
— Dip his dry herbs.] Olus -eris — any the one hand, or by prodigality on the 

garden herbs for food — probably what other. 

we call a sallad. 23. Not therejbre splendid, S^c.] Not so 

Instead of pouring oil, or other good sumptuous and costly, as to treat my 

dressing, over the whole, he, in order to freedmen, when they come to see me, 

have no waste, craftily contrived to dress with turbot for dinner — ideo, i.e. merely 

no more than he ate, by dipping the because I would appear splendid. 

herbs, as he took them up to eat, into a . 24. Nor wise to hnow, S^c] Nor yet 

small cup of pickle : of this he had no indulge myself in gluttony, or cultivate 

store by him, but bought a little for the a fine delicate palate, so as to be able to 

occasion. distinguish the small difference between 

Muria was a kind of sause, or pickle, one thrush and another. 

made of the liquor of the-tunny-fish— a These birds, which we commonly 

very vile and cheap sauce. translate thrushes, were in great repute 
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Another may differ in these things : twins, Horoscope, 

with a varions 
Genius you produce. There is, who, only on his hirth-day, 
Wily can dip his dry herhs in a cup with bought pickle, 20 
Himself sprinkling on the dish sacred pepper. This a mag- 

nanimous boy 
With his tooth dispatches a great estate. — I will use, I will 

use: 
Not therefore splendid to put turhots to my freedmen, 
Nor wise to know the small state of thrushes. 

Live up to your o wn harvest : and your granaries (it is right) 
Grind out. What can you fear? — Harrow — and another 

crop is in the blade. 26 

" But duty calls. With broken ship, the Bruttian rocks 

" A poor friend takes hold of, and all his substance, and his 

" unheard vows 
" He has buried in the lonian : himself lies on the shore, 

" and together [with him] 

as dainties. Some pretended to so nice Persius was for Horace^B auream me* 

a taste, as to be able to distinguisb diocritatem (ode x. lib. ii. L 5 — 8.), nei* 

whetber tbe bird tbey were eating was ther for boarding out of ayarice, nor for 

of tbe male or female kind, tbe juices exceeding out of profuseness. 

of tbe latter being reckoned most re- 27. ^ BtU dvty oaUs.'''*'^ Aye, says a 

lisbing. miser, all tbis is yery well ; but I may be 

I will use wbat I bave, says Persius, called upon to serve a friend, and bow 

but tben it sball be in a rational mo- can I be prepared for tbis if I spend my 

derate way ; not running into needless wbole annual income ? 

extravagance, for fear of beintf reckoned — ^ Wiih brohen sAtjp."] Metbinks, 

covetoi^s, or setting up for a cohnoisseur says tbe miser, wbo is supposing a case 

in eating, for fear of not being respected of a distressed friend — ^metbinks I see 

as a man of a delicate taste. bim sbip-wrecked, and cast away on tbe 

25. Your oum harved,'\ Equal your Bruttian rocks, and seizing bold on a 
expences to your income. point of the rock to save bimsel£ See 

26. Grind o«^.] Don't board, but live ^neid yi. 360. 

on wbat you bave — ^use it all. Fas est Prensantemque uncis manibua eapUa 



. d» You may do it, and ougbt to aspera montis* 

do it Brutium, or Bruttium, was a promon- 

— What can you /ear?'\ You bave tory of Italy, near Rbegium, bod. Reg- 

notbing to be afraid of ; tbe next barvest gio, not &r from Sicily, nigb to wbich 

will replace wbat you spend. Comp. there were dangerous rocks. 

Matt. vi. 34. 28. ^* His unheard vowx."] Surdus 

— Ilarrow.'] Occo is to barrow, to means not only deaf^ but also tbat wbich 

break tbe clods in a plougbed field, tbat is not beard. It was usual for persons 

fbe ground may lie even, and cover tbe in distress at sea to make vows to some 

grain. Uere, by synec it stands for all god, in order for tbeir deliverance, that 

the operations of busbandry. — q, d, tbey would, if preserved, make such or 

Plough, Bow, harrow your land, and you sucb offerings on their arriving safe on 

may expect anotber crop.— Herba is the sbore. But, alas! the poor man^s fi%igbt, 

blade of any com, wbich, wben first it and all the vows that be made, were all 

appears, is green, and looks like grass. gonetogethertothebottomoftbelonian^ 

*^ First ihe blade, then the ear, ihen tbe sea. The sea between Sicily and Crete 

** fiill com in tbe ear.^ Mark iv. 28. was anciently so called. 

voun. Y 
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Ingentes de puppe dei ; jamque obvia mergis, . 30 

Costa ratis laeerse.'' — Nunc, et de cespite vivo, 
Frange aliquid ; largire inopi ; ne pictus oberret 
Cserulea in tabula. " Sed coenam fiineris hseres 
" Negliget, iratus quod rem curtaveris : urnae 
" Ossa inodora dabit : seu spirent cinnama surdum, 35 

" Seu ceraso peccent casiae, nescire paratus. 
" Tune bona incolumis minuas ? — Sed Bestius urget 
" Doctores Graios : ita fit, postquam sapere urbi. 



30. " 77ie great godsfrom the «fom.'"] Comp. Juv. sat zii. L 2. 

The ancients had large figures of deities, Here cespite Tivo is to be nnderstood 

which were fized at the stem of the of Ihe land itsel^ with the com growing 

ship, and were regarded as tntelar gods. iq>on it The image is taken frani the 

Aurato folgebat Apolline puppia. Virg. idea of a nian*8 taUng up a sod, br^ak- 

JEn. X. 171. The violence of the waves ing off a piece of it, and giving it to 

is supposed to have broken these off another. 

£rom Ihe yessel, and thrown them on 32, 3. Zes^potn^y^c] Seesat.il. 89, 

shore, whither eJso the man is supposed note. 

to have swum, and where he now lay. The table, or plank, on which the story 

— ^ SeorffuUs.''''^ Mergus is the name of the distress was painted, represented 

of several sea-birds, firom their swimming the sea, and therefore appeared of a sear 

and diving in the sea. Ainsworth says green colour. Hence Persius sajs, C»* 

it particularlj means the cormorant rulea tabula. 

The ribs of the ship were now tom 33. " Your/uneral wpper^ ^,"] Pro- 

open, and exposed to the birds of prey lepsis. Persius, who well knew the 

which haunted the sea, who might de- workings of avarice within the hmnan 

your the dead bodies, or any provisions mind, and how many excuses it would 

which were lefl on board. be making, in order to avoid Ihe force of 

31. The live turf^ S^c,'\ q, d, Now, upon what he has been saying, here antid- 
such an occasion as this (which, how- pates an objection, which might be made 
ever, is not so likely to happen to an in- to what he last said, about selling part 
dividual of your acquaintance, as in the of one^s estate, in order to relieve a fihip- 
prospect of it, to be a pretence for not wrecked friend. 

freely and hospitably spending the whole But perhape you will say, that if you 

annual produce of your land) you may sell part of your land, and thus duni- 

relieve your ruined firiend by a sale o( nish the inheritance, your heir will be 

part of your land, supposing that you offended, and resent his having less than 

have none of the fruits of it left to help he expected, by not affording you a de- 

him with. Sell a piece of your land al- cent ftmeraL 

ready sown, on wluch ihe blade is now Horace says, epist ii lib. il 1. 191, 2. 

springing up, and give the money to Nec metuem quid de mejudieei 

your fidend who has lost his all ; that is, hcerea, 

do not stay till you have reaped, but Quod non jdura daHs imvenerat-^ 

help him immediately as his wants le- It was usual at the fiinerals of ikh 

quire people to make sumptuous entertaia- 

Cespes is a turf, a sod, or clod of earth, ments, the splendour of which depended 

with ^e grass or other produce, as com, on the heir of the deceased, at whose 

&c growing upon it ; hence called vivus, expence they were given. These ooensB 

living. feiales, or coense funeiis, were three^fold. 

So HoR. lib. i. ode xix. L 13. Ist, A banquet was put on the funeial 

Hic vivum mihi cespitem, ^e, pile, and bumt with the corpse. See 

And lib. iii. ode viii. 1. 3, 4. ^neid vi. 222 — 5. 2dly, A giand sup- 

Positusque carbo wi per was given to the fiiends and leb- 

Cespite vivo. tions of the femily. Cic de Leg. liK ii 
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'' The great gods from the stern : and now obyious to the 

" sea-gulls 30 

" Are the sides of the tom ship."" — Now even from the live 

turf 
Break something ; bestow it on the poor man, lest he should 

wander about 
Painted in a cserulean table. ^' But your fimeral supper your 

"heir 
" Will neglect, angry that you have diminished your sub- 

" stance : To the um 
*' He will give my unperft[med bon^s : 'whether cinnamons 

" may breathe insipidly, 35 

" Or casias offend with cherry-gum, prepared to be ignorant. 
" Safe can you diminish your goods f — ^But Bestius urges 
The Grecian teachers : " So it is, after to the city, 

3dly, A dish of proyisions was deposited the old man^B spending Ufl money, and 

at the sepulchie. so diminishing ihe patrimony which he 

PowUur esfnguaferalis ccmapateUa, was to leave behind him: bat I rather 

See Juv. sat v. L 85, and note. suppose the poet to be continuing the 

This last was supposed to appease iheir prolepsis which begins L 33 ; and it is a 

manes. natoral question, which may be imagined 

35. ^ M^ mpeffumed bones,'"'] After to atise out of what the miser has been 
the bodies of the rich were bumt on the supposed to offer against being kind and 
funeral pile, the ashes containing their generous to a distressed friend. The 
bones were usually gathered to^ther, poet before supposes him to uxge his 
and put into an um with sweet spices. fear of disobliging his heir, if he di- 

— ^ WhiijuT cximamcm^ ^c.] Persius minished his estate — then, continues 

here names cinnamon and casia, the lat- Persius, tune bona incolumis minuas ? — 

ter of which he supposes to be sophisti- q, d, Can you then, on pain and peril of 

cated, for the sake of cheapness, with having your heir neglect your ftmeral, 

cherry-gom, or gum from the cherry-tree. and shew the utmost contempt to your 

The cinnamon, if tiiie and genuine, is a remains, ihink (while alive and well — 

fine aromatic ; but the expression, spi- incolumis — ^having no sickness, or loss 

rent surdum, breathe insipidly — (sur- of your own) of subtracting from your 

dum, Graecism, for surde — or, pei^ps, estate for the sake of other people ? this 

odorem may be understood)---looks as you will urge as an unanswerable objec* 

if the dnnamon, as well as the casia, tion to what I propose you should do 

were supposed to be adulteiated, and for the sake of an unfortunate friend — 

mized with some ingredient which by this you plainly shew, that jovl are 

spoiled its odour. The heir is supposed more concemed for what may happen to 

to lay out as little as he well coidd on you after you are dead, than for your 

the deceased. Mends while you are alive. 

36. ^ Prepared to he ignorcmi,'^'] i e. -^But BesthtSy ^c.] The name of soma 
Determined beforehand not to trouble covetous fellow, a l^aey-hunter, who is 
his head about the matter — ^the worse represented very angry that philos(y* 
the spices, the less the cost phers have taught generosity, by which 

37. ^Safe diminishy^ jf^] Therefbre the sums which tiiey ezpect may be 
can you, while alive and well, having no lessened during the testator*s life, and 
sickness or loss.of your own-— all which that from Greece has also been derived 
are meant by incolumis — subtract from the custom of ezpensive funeials, which 
your estate, and thus disoblige your affect the estate after the testator*s 
heir? Some snppose these to be the death. 

words of the hdr, lemonstiating against 37, 8. Urges the Grredan teaehers,'] i. «. 

y2 
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" Cum pipere et palmis, venit nostrum hoc, maris expers, 
" Foenisecae crasso vitiarunt unguine pultes.^ 40 

Haec cinere ulterior metuas ? At tu, meus haeres 
Quisquis eris, paulum a turba seductior, audi : 

O bone, num ignoras ! missa est a Csesare laurus, 
Insignem ob cladem Germanse pubis ; et aris 
Frigidus excutitur cinis : ac jam postibus arma, 45 

Jam chlamydas regum, jam lutea gausapa captis, 

Rails, inveighs against the philosophers, ^ strong wines of Greece ; but Fundsr 

who brought philosophy first from ^ nius, when he sajs that the wine which 

Greece, and taught a liberal bestowing *^ Alcon carried had not a drop of water 

of our goods on the necessities of others. . '^ in it, would have us understand, that 

39. " Pepper and dates^* ^c.] Pepper, " this wine had never crossed the seas, 

dates, and philosophy, were all imported ** and that it was an Italian wine, which 

together from Asia. This is said in the *^ Nasidienus (the master of the feast) 

same strain of contempt as Juvenars ^ recommended for Chian.^* Lamb. 

Advedm Romajn^ quo pruna et coctona This seems to be a good interpretation 

vento. Sat. iii L 83. of Horace^s maris expers, and, there- 

— *^ This our totwfojn."] Nostmm sa- fore, as analagous thereto, we may un* 

pere, Gr. for nostra sapientia — ^like vi- derstand it, in this passage of Persius, 

vere triste, for tristis vita, sat i. L 9. in a like sense — ^to denote that the phi- 

— " Void of marAmess?''^ A poor ef- losophy, which Bestius calls nostrum 

feminate thing, void of that noble plain- hoc sapere, ^ this same wisdom of ours,** 

ness and hardiness of our ancestors, who and which came from Greece originally, 

never thought of leading so lazj and in- is now no longer to be looked upon as 

dolent a life as the philosophers, or of foreign, but as the growth of Italj, see- 

laying out eztravagant sums in spices, ing that that, and the luzurious man- 

and buming aromatics t>n funeral piles, ners which came from the same quarter, 

or putting costly spices into ums. have taken place of the ancient simpli- 

The poet uses marem strepitum for city and frugalitj of our fore&thera. 

a strong manly sound, 1. 4. of this Sa- " And so it comes to pass (ita fit, L 38.) 

tire. This, among other senses given ** that we are to give away our substance 

of this difficult phrase — nuuris ezpers ^ to others, and that a vast expence ia 

— seems mostly adopted by commenta- ^to attend our funerals, and that even 

tors. But as Persius evidently applies ** a common mstic can^ eat his pudding 

the words — maris expers — from Hor. "without a rich sauce." But see Car 

lib. iL sat viuL I. 1 5, it may perhaps be saubon in loc. 

supposed that he meant they should be 40. ^*' The moiDerSy'*^ S^c.'] The common 

understood in a like sense. mstics have been cormpted with Gre- 

Fundanius is giving Horace an account cian luxury, and now 

of a great entertainment which he had The ploughman trulp ooutd no longer, 

been at, and, among other particulars, ea^ 

mentions the wines : WUhoui nicA otla to spoU ihdr vohoiU' 

-^ProoedUfuscus Hydaspes « ^.^ '^* . , ^ . . ^, . 

^ . . .. -^ .j ^ Av: ^ Bestius is very nght in saying, that 

CS»«^««a /6««.; ^fco«, Ch»m the plnlosophy whi^ the StoJMtought 

^'^^' at Rome came from Greece ; but he 

—"' BUuk Hydaspes stalks ^ould not have railed at the philoso. 

** WUh right CtBeubian^ and tAe wine of ^}^^^^ jf they had not taught prindples 

"^**®^ entirely opposite to his selfislmess and 

" Offoreigngrowth which never cross'd avarice ; nor would he have found feult 

" the seas:' Francis. ^tji the introduction of what made fu- 

To this Mr. Francis subjoins the follow- nerals expensive, had he not cairied his 

ing note. thoughts of parsimony beyond the 

^ Chium maris expers.^*] ^* It was giave, and dreaded the ezpence he 

^ customary to mix sea-water with the must be put to in burying those whom 
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" With pepper and dates, came this our wisdom void of 

manliness, 
" The mowers have vitiated their puddings with thick oil.'^ 40 
^' Do you fear these things beyond your ashes ? — ^But thou, 
" my heir, 
" Whoever thou shalt be, a little more retired from the 
" crowd, hear. 
" Ogood man,areyou ignorant? Alaurel is sentfromCsesar 
" On account of the famous slaughter of the German youth, 

^*' and from the altars 
'^ The cold ashes are shaken off ; and now, to the posts, arms, 45 
Now the garments of kings, now sorry mantles on the 
" captives, 



he expected to be heir to ; and eyen the — ^ A laurel is sent^ ^.] Caius Ca- 

luxuiy whicli had been imported from lig^ula affected to triumph oyer the Qer- 

Greece would not have troubled him, mans, whom he never conquered, as 

but as it cost money to gratify it. he did oyer the Britons ; and sent let- 

■ " Their jDtMWm^*.*'] Puls -tis — a ters to Rome, wrapt about with laurels, 

kind of meat which the ancients used, to the senate, and to the empress Cse- 

made of meal, water, honey, or cheese sonia his wife. 

and eggs ; a sort of hasty-pudding — 45. " The cold ashes.^} The ashes 

here put for any rustic, homely &rc which were to be swept off the altars 

The word vitianmt well intimates the were either those that were left there 

meaning of the selfish Bestius, which after the last sacrifice for victory, or 

was to express his enmity to eyery thing might, perhaps, mean the ashes which 

that looked like expence. were left on the altars since some foi^ 

41. ^Beyond your asfies.'"'^ Beyond mer defeat of the Romans by the Ger- 

the grave, as we say — ^Do you, miserable mans ; after which overthrow the altari| 

wretch, concem yourself about what had been neglected. Dryden. 

your heir says of you, or in what man- — ** And 7*0«;."] t. e, On the receipt 

ner your faneral is conducted ? of this good news. 

— ^" But thou my hdr^ ^c.] Persius — " To the pogts, ams."] Persius here 

here, coincidentiy with the subject he is enumerates the preparations for a 

now entering upon, represents, in a triumph ; such as fixing to the doors or 

supposed conversation in private with columns of the temples the arms taken 

the person who might be his heir, the from the enemy. Thus Viro. ^n. vii. 

right a man has to spend his fortune as 183 — 6. 

he pleases, without standing in awe of Mtdtaque praterea sacris in postibus 

those who come after him : and first, to • arma^ 

be liberal and munificent on all public Captivipendentcurrus^curvcBquesecures, 

occasions of rejoicing; next, to live Et crista capitum, et portarum ingenHa 

handsomely and comfortably, and not daustra^ 

starve himself that his successor may Spictdaque, dypeicpie, ereptaque rostra 

live in luxury. carinis. 

42. " Betired/rom the crowd.^'*'] Secre- And Hor. lib. iv. ode xv. 1. 6 — 8. 

tam garrit in aurem. Sat v. L 96, Step Et sitfna postes restituit Jovi, 

aside a little, if you please, that I may Derepta Parthorum superbis 

deal the more freely with you, and listen Postibus, 

to me. 46. " Garments of Ami^a"] Chlamys 

43. ^ O good mxin.'''''] q. d, Hark ye, signifies an habit worn by kings and 

my good friend, and heir that is to otiier commanders in war. 

be — — Ij^ agmine Pallas 

— *^ Are you ignorant ?*^] Have not In madio^ cMamyde, et pidis conspectus 

you heard the news ? in armis. Mn. viii. 1. 587, 8. 
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Essedaque ingentesque locat Osesonia Bhengs. 

Diis igitur, genioque ducis, centum paria, ob res 

Egregie gestias, induco. Quis vetat ? aude. * 

Vse, nisi connives — Oleum artocreasque popello 50 

Largior : an prohibes ? dic clare. Non adeo, inquis, 

Exossatus ager juxta est. Age, si mihi nulla 

Jam reliqua ex amitis ; patruelis nulla ; proneptia 

NuIIa manet ; patrui sterilis matertera vixit ; 

Deque avia nihilum superest : accedo Bovillas, 55 



46. " Sorry mantles on the m/rftws."] the conqueror ; therefore Persiiis adda, 

When captiyes were to be led in tri- ob res egregie gestas. 

mnph, they put on them clothing of the 49. ** I produce.^^'} Indueo signifies to 

coarsest sort, made of a dark frize, in introduce — ^to bring in — ^to bring forth, 

token of their abject state. or produce. Ainsw. 

47. '^And chariots.''] Essedum is a — " lf*o /orWcfo ?"] Who puts a ne- 
Gallic word — a sort of chaise or chariot gative on my intention ? 

used by the Gauls and Britons ; also by — ^ />««."] Will you, who are to be 

the Germans. my heir, contiadict this? do if you dare. 

Belgica vel moUi melius /ere^ esseda 50. ^ Woe/ unless you connive.^l Coik^ 

coUo, ViRG. G. iii. L 204. niyeo is to wink with your eyes. Met, 

The Belgse were originally Germans, to wink at a matter, to take no notice, 

but, passing the Rhine, settled them- to make as if he did not see it 

Belyes in Gaul, of which they occupied Woe be to you, says Persius, if you 

what is now caXied the Netherlands. offer to take notice, or to object to what 

— -^ Huffe Germans,^''] Rhenos, so I purpose doing on this occasion. 

called because they inhabited the banks — ^ Oil and pastiee to the joeegDfe."] 

of the Rhine ; they were men of great Moreoyer I intend to bestow a dole 

stature. upon the common people — ^popello (see 

— ^ CiBsonia.'''''^ Wife to Caius Ca- sat iv. 15.) — in order to enable them to 

ligula, who afterwards, in the reign of celebrate ^e yictory. Oil was a ^ 

Claudius, was proposed to be married vourite sauce for their victuals. See 

to him, afber he had executed the em- L 40, and note. 

press Messalina for adultery, but he Artocrea (from apros, bread, and icpcas, 

would not have her. See her character, flesh) a pie, or pasty of flesh. Ainsw. 

Ant. Univ. Hist vol. xiv. p. 297. 51. "/)o you hinderV^'] Says he to 

She was a most lewd and abandoned his supposed heir ; do you find £Eiult 

woman. See Juv. sat. vi. 1. 613 — 16. with this bounty of mine, would you 

48. " To the gods^ there/ore,^'] By prevent it 

way of thanksgiving. — ^ Speak plainly.^'*'] Come, speak out. 

— ^ The genius o/ the general.''^'] Of — " 'Tourfidd hard iy," ^c.] Perhaps 

the emperor Caligula — see sat iii. L 3, you will say, that my estate near Rome, 

note— who protected and prospered though its vicinity to the dty makes it 

him. the more valuable, yet is not fertile and 

— " An- hundred /xmV."] t. e. Of glar enough to afford aJl this. 

diators. These were beyond the purse Exossatus, cleared of the stones, 

of any private man to give ; therefore called the bones of the earth. Ov. Met 

this must be looked upon as a threaten- i. 193. to which Persius perhaps alludes. 

ing to his heir, that he would do as he Here it is supposed to mean deared of 

pleased with his estate. the stones — i, e. cultivated to such a 

On public occasions of triumph, all degree, as to be rich and fertile enough 

manner of costly shows and games were to produce what would be answerable ta 

exhibited, in honour of the gods, to such an expence. 

whose auspices the victory was sup- The above is the leading sense given 

posed to be owing; also in honour of by some of the best commentators to 
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" And chariots, and huge Germans, Csesonia places. 

" To the gods, therefore, and to the genius of the general, 

" an hundred pair, 
" On account of things eminently achieved, I produce : Who 

" forbids ? — Dare — 
" Woe ! unless you connive—Oil and pasties to the people 50 
"I bestow: do you hinder?-H3peak plainly."" — " Your field 

" hard by, 
'^ Say you, is not so fertile — " Go to, if none to me 
*' Now were left of my aunts, no cousin-german, no niece^s 

" daughter 
" Bemains : the aunt of my uncle has lived barren, 54 

" Andnothing remains from mygrandmother : I go toBovillse, 



this difficnlt passage ; but I cannot say '' 48, will bone it — e. e. diminish its snb- 

that it Batisfies me. I see no authority, ** staiice and Talue, sufficiently to render 

from any thing that precedes or follows, ^ me yery nnconcemed as to being your 

to constme juxta — ^nigh the city, and " heir." We often use the word near, 

hence make juxta equiyalent to subur- to express what concems us. 

banus : nor is the taking est firom juxta, This appears to me to be the most 

and transferring it to exossatus or ager, eligible constmction of the words, as 

as done above, the natural method of well as most naturally to introduce what 

the syntax. follows. 

I wonld Aerefore phice the words in 52. ^ Go to — **] says Persius — ^very 

their natural order in which they are well, take your own way— think as you 

to be constmed — Non adeo, inquis, please, I am not in the least fear of 

juxta est exossatus ager. The Delph. finding an heir, though I should not 

interpret. says, Non ita, ais, prope est havea relation left in the world. 

ager sine ossibus. 53. ^ M^ otni/»."] Amita is the aunt 

Exosso-are-— is to take out the bones by the father's side — the &ther's sister. 

of an animal ; to bone it, as we say. — ^ Cousin-german."'} Patmelis — a 

Congrum istum maximum in aqua finito father's brother*s son or daughter. 

ludere paulisper, ubi ego venero, exos- — ^ Niece*8 clai^hter.**] So proneptis 

sabitur. Ter. Adelph. Ager is a field, signifies. 

land, ground — hence, a manor^with the 54. *^ The aunt ofmy unde."^ Mater- 

demesnes, an estate in land. Hence, tera— matris soror — an aunt by the mo- 

by Metaph. exossatus ager may mean, ther's side. 

here, an estate that has been weakened, — " Lived barren."'^ Had no chil- 

diminished by extravagance of great ex- dren. 

pence, having what gave it its value and 55. " Grandmother.*^'] Avia, the wife 

consequence taken out of it. of the avus, or grandfather. 

In this view I think we may suppose Persius means, that if he had no te- 

the poet as representing his heir's answer lation, either near or distant, he should 

to be — find an heir who would be glad of his 

" An estate that has been exhausted estate. 

** and weakened — exossatus, boned as it — ^ I goto Bovilla.^'''} A town in the 

" were, by such expence as you propose, Appian way, about eleven miles fi"om 

" is not so near — nqn adeo juxta est — Rome, so called from an ox which broke 

"<*. e. so near my hcart, so much an ob- loose from an altar, and was there 

" ject of my concem, as to make it worth taken : it was near Aricia, a noted place 

** ray while to interfere about it, or at- fbr beggtirs, the highway being very 

"tempt to hinder this hist expence of public. 

** your dole to the raob, when the first Du^nus Aridnos qui mendicaret ad axes. 

^'of the hundred pair of gladiators, L See Juv. sat iv. L 117. 
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Glivumque ad Virbi ; prsesto est mihi Manius hsBres. 

" Progenies terraB**' — Qusere ex me, quis mihi quartus 

Sit pater; haud prompte, dicam tamen. Adde etiam unum, 

Unum etiam ; terrsa est jam filius : et mihi ritu 

Manius hic generis, prope major avunculus exit. 60 

Qui prior es, cur me iu decursu lampada poscas t 

Sum tibi Mercurius : venio deus huc ego, ut ille 

Pingitur. An renuis ? vin' tu gaudere relictis ? 

" Deest aliquid summse."'' Minui mihi : sed tibi totum est,^ 

Quicquid id est. Ubi sit, fiige quaerere, quod mihi quondames 

Legarat Tadius, neu dicta repone paterna : 

" Foenoris accedat merces ; hinc exime suraptus.^ 

" Quid reliquum est?'" reliquum? Nunc,nunc impensius unge. 



56. ^ The kill qf Virbius.^*'] An hill line is aUegorical, and alludes to a fe»- 
about four miles from Rome ; so called tiyal at Athens, instituted in honour of 
firom HippolytuB, who was named Vir- Vulcan^ or of Prometheus, where a race 
bius, and worshipped there, on account wasrunbyyoungmenwithlightedtorches 
of his living twioe — inter viros bis. See in their hands, and they stroye who 
^n. yii. 761 — 77. This hill, too, was could arriye first at the end of the race 
always filled with beggars, who took their without extinguishing his torch. If the 
stands by the road-side. foremost in the race tired as he was run- 

— ^ Manim is ready^'' ^c.] Manius is ning, he gave up the race, and deliyered 

the name of ' some beggar, and so put his torch to the second ; the second,if he 

for any ; the first which he met with tired, delivered it to the third, and so on, 

would immediately be glad to be his heir. till the race was over. The victory was 

Pfaesto — ready at hand. his who carried the torch lighted to the 

57. ** An offsjyring ofearW — ] What, end of the race. 

says the other, would you take such a Now, says Persius, to his presumptive 

low base-bom fellow as that, whose heir, who appears to be more advanced 

&mily nobody knows any thing about, a in life, why do you, who are before me 

mere son of earth, to be your heir ? in the race of |life, i. e, are older than I 

— " Inquire of ine^'' ^c.] As for that, am, want what I have before the course 

replies Persius, if you were to ask me is over, i. e. before I die, since, in tlie 

who was my great grandfather^s fether, course of nature, the oldest may die 

who stood in the fourth degree from my first ? I ought therefore to expect your 

father, I could not very readily inform estate instead of your expecting mine. 

you. But go a step higher, add one, It is thefirstin thetorch-racethat,ifhe 

and then add another, I could give you feils, gives the torch to the second, not 

no account at all ; I then niust come to the second to the first. See AiNSW. 

a Bon of earth, nobody knows who, but Lampas, and fin. 
somebody that, like the rest of mankind, 62. ^ / am to thee Mercury. '''*'] Do not 

sprung from the earth. look on me as thy nearest kinsman, on 

Empedocles, and some other pbiloso- thyself as my certain heir, and on my 

phers, held that mankind originally estate as what ought to come to you by 

sprang from the earth. right ; but rather look on me as tiie god 

bQ^ 60. ^ By the course of kindred,** Mercury, who is the bestower of un- 

&;c.] Perhaps, in this way of reckoning, looked-for and fortuitous gain. 
as the earth is our common mother, 62, 3. ^Asheis painted.^'*] Mercury, 

ManiuB may appear to be myrelation, as thegodoffortuitousgain, waspainted 

my great unclc for aught I know, or not with a bag of money in his hand. Her- 

very far from it ; for as children of one cules was the god of hidden treasures. 

conimon parent, we must be rehited. See sat ii. 1. 11, and note. Mercury 

61. ^ You who afx be/bre,*'^ ^c] This presided over open gain and trafiic, and 
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'^ And to the hill of Virbius ; Manius is readj at hand to be 

" my heir^ — 56 

« An offspring of earth^-" Inquire of me, who my fourth 

" father 
" May be, I should nevertheless not readily say. Add also one, 
" Again one; he is now a son of earth: and to me,by the course 
^^ Of kindred, this Manius comes forth almost my cnreat uncle. 
" You who a« before, why do you require from me the 

" torch in the race ! 61 

" I am to thee Mercury : I a god come hither, as he 
" Is painted. Do you refiise? — Willyou rejoice in what is left! 
" Tbere is wanting something of the sum :*" " I have dimi- 

" nished it for myself, 
."But you have the whole, whatever that is: avoid to ask 

" where that is which - 65 

" Tadius formerly left me, nor lay down paternal sayings — 
*i' Let the gains of usury accede ; hence take out your ex- 

"pence.''^ 
" What is the residuer — " the residue! — Now — ^now — ^more 

"expensiyelyanoint, 

all unexpected advantages arising there- bring me to an account conceming that, 

from. or an j thing else. 

63. " Do you refitse ?'*] Are not you 66. *^Patemal «oywi^*."] Nor think of 
willing to look upon me in this light, and laying down to me, as a rule, the lesaon 
to accept what I may leave, as merelj that old covetous £Eithers inculcate to 
adventitious. their sons, whom thej wish to make as 

An magis excors sordid as themselves. Perhaps repone 

EejectapradayquampriBC&isMereuriits may here be rightly translated retort 

/ert ? (comp. Juv. sat i. 1. 1, and note) — q, d, 

HoR. lib. ii. sat iii. l 67, 8. Don^t cast this in mj teeth. 

— ^Will you reptoe in whai m /^?"] 67. *^ Let the gains of ustiry^^ ^c.] 

Will you thankfuUy and joyfiilly take q. d. '* Put your money out to usury, and 

what I leaye ? " Kve upon the interest which you 

64. ** There is uxznHng someihing^^ ^c.] ^ make, reserying the principal entire :** 
But methinks you grumble, and find let me hear none of this, says Persius, as 
fiiult that a part of the estate has been if I were bound to liye on the interest 
spent. of what I have, that the principal may 

— ** Diminished ii/or mysd/.'^^'^ Well, come to you. 
Buppose my estate to be less than it was, 68. ^ What is the residue Vl Well, but 

I, that had the right so to do, spent the though I may not call you to an account 

part of it that is gone upon myself and about your expences, yet let me ask you 

my own concems. how much, after all, may be left for me 

65. " But you have the whole^'' ^c.] to inherit. 

But you haye all at my decease; what- — ^^'The residue !J'''\ Says Persius, with 

eyer that all may be ; you could haye no indignation ; since you can ask such a 

right to any part while I was aliye ; so question, as if you meant to bind me 

that you haye no right to complain, when down to leave you a certain sum, you 

what I leaye comes whole and entire to shall have nothing, VU spend away as 

you. fast as I can. 

— ^Avoid to ask^'' ^c^ Don't offcr to — ^Now^ now more eapensivdy^'*^ ^c.] 

inquire what I have done with the legacy " Here," say Persius, " slave, bring me 

which my friend Tadius left me, or to ** oil, pour it more profiisely over my 
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Unge, paer, caules. Mlhi, festa luce, coquatur 

Urtiea, et fissa fumosuin sinciput aure ; 70 

Ut tuus iste nepos, olim, satur anseris extis, 

Gum morosa yago singultiet inguine vena, 

Patriciae immeiat vuIvsb i Mihi trama figurse 

Sit reliqua ! ast iUi tremat omento popa venter ! 

" Vende animam lucro ; mercare ; atque excute solers 75 
^^ Omnes latus mundi : ne sit prsestantior alter 
^*' Cappadocas rigida pingues plausisse catasta. 
" Rem duplica.*" " Feci. — Jam triplex ; jam mihi quarto, 
^ Jam decies redit in rugam. Depunge ubi sistam, 

** diah of pot-lierbs. Now I see that comes threadbare, then tlie threads are 

** your avarice leads you to be more seen, and have a poor, thin, and shabby 

** concemed about what I am to leave, appearance. Now, says Persius, shall I 

** than you are about my comfort while reduce myself to the appearance of the 

^* I live, or for my friendship and re- texture in an old, wom-out, threadbare 

''gard, 111 e'en spend away &8ter than coat ? q, d. Shall I make myse)f a mere 

**ever.'* skeleton? mere skin and bone, as we 

70. ^A netUeJ"] Shall I, even upon say. Trama figurse, for figura tramae» 

feast-days, when even the poor live bet- HypalL 

ter, content myself with having a nettle 74. **A gluthntMS helly^ ^c.] That he 

cooked for my dinner ? i e. any vile may have his gluttonous belly shake like 

worthless weed. a quag, as he walks along, with the faXr 

— " And a smoih/ h>g*8 cheek,'*'*^ An old ness of his cauL 
rusty hog^s cheek, with an hole made in This is well opposed to the trama fi- 

the ear by the string which passed gurae. 
through it to hang it up the chimney. Popa is, properly, the priest who slew 

Sinciput — ^the fore-part, or perhaps the sacrifices, and offered them up when 

one half of the head ; also a hog^s cheek. slain : they had a portion of the sacri- 

See Juv. sat xiii. 1. 85, and note. fices, on which they constantly feasted, 

Here it is put for any vile and cheap and were usually fat and well-liking — 

eatable. hence popa signifies also gluttonpus, 

71." That that grandson ofyours^'' ^c.] greedy, dainty . Metaph. 
That some of your descendants may 75. "^cflyo^r Zj^^r^t»."] Persius 

hereafter live in riot, however sparing having pretty largely set forth how he 

and covetous you may be. should treat his supposed heir, who pre- 

— *^A goose''^ howels^*^ The liver of a sumed to interfere with his manner of 

goose was esteemed by the Romans as a living, or with the disposal of his fortune 

most delicious morseL They cranuned while alive ; and all this in answer to 

the animal with a certain food (of which what the miser had said, on not daring 

figs were the main ingredient) that made to sell any part of his estate in order to 

the liver grow to an amazing size. See relieve his shipwrecked firiend, for fear 

HoR. lib. iL sat viiL L 88 ; and Juv. his heir should resent it after his decease 

sat V. 1. 114. (see L 33 — 7.)) now concludes the Sa- 

l^.^HisJrowardhumour^^c.yW^ieii tire with some ironical advice to the 

at the same time he is absurdly keeping miser, in which he shews that the de- 

an expensive and high-bred mistress. mands of avarice are insatiable. 

73. *^A woof of a figurey'' ^c,] Trama I^ after all I have said, you still per- 

is the woof in weaving, which is com- sist in laying up riches, and hoarding 

posed of thin threads which lie parallel for those who are to come after you, e^en 

to each other, when shot through the take your course, and see what wiU be 

warp. These do not appear while the the end of it ; or rather you will see no 

cloth is firesh, and has the nap on ; but end of it, for neither you, nor your heir, 

when the cloth loses the nap, and be- will ever be satisfied. However, sell 
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" Anoint, boy, the pot-herbs. Shall there be for me on a 

" festival-day boiled 
" A nettle, and a smoky hog^s cheek with a cracked ear, 70 
" That that grandson of yours should hereafber be stuflTd 

'* with a goose's bowels, 
" When his froward humour shall long to gratify itself 
" With some lady of quality ? Shall a woof of a figure 
" Be left to me : but to him shaJI a gluttonous belly tremble 

" with caul ? — 
" Sell your life for gain ; buy, and, cunning, search 75 
" Every side of the world : let not another exceed you 
" In applauding fat Gappadocians in a rigid cage. 
" Double your estate :"' — " I have done it : — Now threefold, 

" now to me the fourth time, 
" Now ten times it retums into a fold ; mark down where 

" I shall stop, 



your life and all tlie comforts of it — i. e, ers were called mangones. See Amsw. 

expose it to eyery difficnlty and danger; Mango ; and Juv. A 1. 147. 
in short, take all occasions to make mo- 77. ^Fat Cappadocians/*'} Cappadoda 

ney, let the risk be what it may. See was a large country in the Lesser Asia, 

sat V. 1. 133 — 6. Epitrope. &mou8 for horses, mules, and slaves. 

— "jBwy."] Purchase whatever will It has been before observed, that the 

tum to profit. slaves, when imported for sale, were 

— " Cunninff,^''] Shrewd, dexterous, in pampered to make them appear sleek 

your dealings. and fet — or perhaps we may under- 

75, 6. " Search every side o/ ihe stand, by pingues, here, that the Cap- 
"mwW."] Sailtoeverypartof theworld, padocians were naturally more plump 
that you may find new articles of mer- and lusty than others.. 

chandize. 78. ^ Double your estate.'*^'] i, e. By 

76. ** Let not another eaxeed^ 3fc.] the interest which you make. 

Make yourself thorough raaster of the — " / have done «?.''] That, says the 

slave-trade, that you may know how to miser, I have already done. 
bring slaves to market, and to commend 79. " Ten timesitretums into a/otd.^] 

and set them off to the best advantage u e. It is now tenfold. Metaph. from 

— Plausisse — literally, to have clapped garments, which the foller they are, the 

with the hand. It was customary for more folds they make : hence duplex, 

the mangones, or those who dealt in from duo, two, and plico, to fold — tri- 

slaves, to put them into a sort of cage, plex, from tres, and plico, &c So the 

caUed catasta, in the forum, or market- verbs, duplico, to double, to make two- 

place, where ihe buyers might see them : fold — triplico, &c. Ruga, Gr. pvris a pim 

to whom the owners commended them — i. e. cpva, trrho, quod ruga cutim aut 

for their health, strength, and fitness for vestem in plicas contrahat. See Ainsw. 
the business for which they wanted — " Mark down^'''* ^c.] Depunge — ^me- 

them ; also they clapped or slapped taph. from making- points on a baUmce, 

their bodies with their hands, to shew at which the needle, or beam, stopping, 

the hardness and firmness of their flesh. gave the exact weight. See Juv. sat v. 

The slaves had fetters on ; therefore 1. 100, and note. 

the poet says — rigida catasta. Thcy had The miser, finding his desires incrcase, 
arts to pamper them, to make them look as his riches incrcase, knows not where 
sleek and ia.t ; they also painted them to stop : 

to set them ofjf, as to their complcxion Crescit amor nummi quantum ipsa pe^ 
and countcnance : hence the slave-deal- eunia crescit, Juv. sat xiv. L 139. 
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InTentus, Chrysippe, tui finitor acerri !" so 



(( 



80. ** O Ckrywpipw^ ^c] A Stoic pbi- tions, and then to be silent Bnt this 

loBoplier, a disdple of Zeno, or accord- would not do, he might be forced on, ad 

ing to otiliers, of Cleanthes. He was the infinitum, by a question on what he aaid 

inventor of the aigument, or vicious syl- hist See Cic. Acad. Qu. lib. iL 29. 

logism, called sorites, from Gr. ffttpos^ an Marshall reads this line : 

heap, it consisting of a great number of *^ Inventor, Chrysippe, fti^ et fotUor 

propositions heaped one upon the other, ** acervL^* 

so that there was hardly any end to be ^' Sic legas meo periculo,^ says he» 

found — ^A proper emblem of covetous ^ sensu multo condnniore.** 

desire, which is continually increasing. O Chrysippus I thou ihat couldst in- 

Persius calls Chrysippus, inventus fi- yent, and set bounds to thy increasing 

nitor, the only finisher, ihat was found, sorites, teach me to set bounds to my 

of his own heap — ^because he inyesti- increasing ayarice. Iron. The miser is 

gated the method of putting an end to supposed to be wearied out with the in- 

the propositions, or questions, ia that satiableness of his aYaricious desires, 

mode of aigument, and wrote four books and longs to see an end put to them-^ 

on the subject but in yain. 

This the poet may be supposed to be 

deriding in this plaoe, as in truth an im- Having now finished my work, which, 

possible thing, Chryslppus himself hay- like the sorites of Chrysippus, has, from 

ing deTised no better ezpedient, than to the variety and redundancy of the mat- 

state only a certain number of proposi- ter, been so long increasing under my 
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" Chrysippus, the found finisher of your own heap.'* 80 

liands, much bejond what I at first ex- carry those solid andweightyinstractions 

pected, I should hope that the Reader, tothemind,whichiti8ihebusines8ofour 

80 &r from blaming the length of the two.Satirists to recommend— Delectando 

performance, will approve the particu- pariterque monendo. 

larity, and eyen minuteness, of the ob- Howeyer Persius may be deemed in- 

servations, which I haye made on the pre- f<^or to Juvenal as a poet, jet he is his 

ceding Satires of Juvenal and Persius, as equal as a moralist ; and as to the honesty 

on all hands they are allowed to be the and sincerity with which he wrote— 

mostdifficultoftheLatinwriters: there- '^There is a spirit of sincerity," says 

fore mere cursory remarks, here and Mr. Dryden, ^' in all he says — ^in this he 

there scattered on particular passages, *^ is equal to Juyenal, who was as honest 

would assist the Reader but little, in ^ and serious as Persius, and more he 

giying him a complete and consistent ** could not be.** 

yiew of the whole ; to this end eyery I haye observed, in seyeral parts of 

separate part should be ezplained, that the foregoing notes on Persius, his imi- 

it may be well understood and properly tations of Horace — ^The reader may see 

arranged within the mind : this, I trust, the whole of these accurately collected, 

will stand as an apology for the length and obseryed upon — Casaub. Pep- 

of these papers, which, whereyer they sina Horatii Imitatio, at the end of his 

may find their way,will be attended with Commentaries on the Satires. 
the Editor*s best wishes, that they may 
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^Bgeris, iii. 17. 
^lia, vi.72. 
u£lius Lamia, iv. 154. 
iEmilian bridge, vi. 32. 
^milii, viii. 3. 
^mus, vi. 197. 
^neas. i.l62. v. 139. xv. 

er. 

^olian Tocks, i. 8. 

■ prison, x. 181. 

^son, vii. 170, n. 
^thiopem, ii. 23. viii.33. 
^thiopis, vi. 599. 
^thiopum, V. 150. 
Africa, vii. 149. x. 148. 
Afrs, xi. 142. 
Afris, V, 162. 
Afrorum, yii« 120. 
Afros, V. 91 . viii. 120. 
Agamemnon, xiv.286. 
A gam emnonid iB , viii.215. 
Aganippes, vii. 6. 
Agave, vii. 87. 
Agrippa, vi. 157. 
A^rippina, vi. 619. 
Ajax, vii. 115. x. 84. xiv. 

213. XV. 65. 
Alabandis, iii. 70. 
Alba, iv, 61. 
Albana, iv. 100. 
Albanara, iv. 145. 
Albani, xiii. 214. 
Albanis, v. 33. 
Albinam, iii. 130. 
Alceste, vi. 652. 
Alcinoo, XV. 15. 
Alcithoen, yii. 12. 



Alecto, vii. 68, n. 
Alexander, xiv. 311. 
Aliptes, iii. 76. vi. 421. 
Alledius, v. 118. ; 

Allobroges, vii. 214. viii. 

13. 
Alpem, X. 152. 
Alpes, X. 166. 
Alpibus, xiii. 162. 
Ambrosius, vi. 77. 
Amphion, vi. 173. 
AmydoUj iii. 69. 
Ancon, iv. 40. 
Ancus, v. 57. 
Ancilia, ii. 126. 
Andros, iii. 70. 
Andromache, vi. 502. 
Antsus, iii.89. 
Anticatones, vi. 337. 
Anticyra, xiii. 97. 
Antigones, viii. 229. 
Antilochus, v. 253. 
Antiochus, iii. 98. 
AntiphateSj xiv. 20. 
Antonius,viii. 105. xi. 123 
Anubis, vi. 533. 
Aonidum, vii. 59. 
Apicius, iv. 23. xi. 3. 
ApoHo, i. 128. xiii. 203. 
Apollo's temple, vii. 37. 
Appula prsaia, ix. 55. 

proper name, vi. 

64. 
Appulia, iv. 27. 
Aquinum, iii. 319. 
Arabarches, i. 130. 
Arachne, ii. 56. 
Arcadico, vii. 160. 
Archemorus, yii. 235. 
Archigenes, vi. 235. xiii. 

98. xiv. 252. 
Archimagirus, ix. 109. 
Areopagus, ix. 101, n. 

Aretalogus, xv. 16. 

Aricinos, iv. 117. 

Aristotelem, ii. 6. 

ArmeniaB, viii. 169. 

Armenio, vi. 406. 

Armenius, ii. 164. vi. 549. 



Armillato, iv. 53. 
Arpinas, viii.237,945. 
Artaxata, ii. 170. 
Artopta, V. 7% 
Arturius, iii. 29. 
Arviragus, iv. 127. 
Aruspex. SeeHaruspex. 
Arunci, ii. 100. 
Asiae, v. 56. 
Asiam, x. 266. 
Asiani, vii. 14. 
Asparagi, xi. 69. 
Asparagis, v. 82. 
Assaracus, x. 259. 
Assyrio, ii. 108. 
Astrsa, vi. 19. 
Astrologus, vi. 553. 
Asturius, iii. 212. 
Asylli, vi. 266. 
Asylo, viii.273. 
AtheneB, \u,205. 
Athens, x. 127. 
Athenas, xv. 110. 
Athenis, iii. 80. ix. 101. 
Athos, X. 174. 
Atlanta, viii.32. xiii. 48. 
Atlas, xi. 24. 
Atreus, vii. 73. 
Atridem, iv. 65. 
Atrides, vi. 659, 
Atellaus, vi. 71. 
Atticus, xi. 1. 
Aventini, iii. 85. 
Aufidius, ix. 25. 
Augusta meretrix, vi. 118. 
Augusta rupe, x. 93. 
Augusto mense, iii. 9. 
Augustum Sejanum,x.77. 
Aurelia, v. 98. 
Aurunca, i. 20. 
Automedon^ i. 61. 
Autonoe, vi. 72. 
Autumni, xiv. 190. 
Autumno, occiderit, &c. 

X. 221. 
Autumnos, vi. 229. 

Autumnum succum, xi. 
76. 

Autumnus, v. 151. 
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B. 

Bacchanalia, ii. 3. 
Bsticus aer, xii. 42. 
Baians, xii. 80. 
Baiarum^ iii. 4. 
Baias, xi. 49. 
Balsna, x. 14. 
BaptSfii. 92. 
Bardiacus ^udex, xvi. 13. 
Baream, iii. 116. 
Bareas, vii. 91. 
Bascaudas, xii. 46. 
Basilo, vii. 146. 
Basilum, vii. 147. 
Basilus, vii. 145. x. 222. 
Batavi, viii. 61. 
Bathyllu8,vi.63.xiii.ll9. 
Beccaficos, xiv. 9. 
Bedriacum, ii. 106. 
Belides, vi. 654. 
Bellerophon, x. 325. 
Bellona, iv. 124. 
Beneventane cobler,v.46. 
Berenice, vi. 155. 
Bibula, i. 141. 
Bithyni equites, vii. 15. 
Bithynice, XV. 1. 
Bithyno, x. 162. 
Bocchare, v. 90. 
Bon» Des, vi. 313. 
Bootes, V. 23. 
Brigantum, xiv. 196. 
Britannica, x. 14. 
Britannice, vi. 124. 
Britanno, iv. 126. 
Britannos, ii. 161. 

Causidicos, xv. 111. 

Brittones, xv. 124. 
Bromium, vi. 377* 
Bnite, iv. 108. 
Bniti, xiv. 43. 
Brutus^ ibid. 
Brutidius, x. 83. 
Brutorum, v. 37. 
Brutosque, viii. 182. 
Bulla, xiii. 33. 
BuUatus hsres, xiv. 5. 
Busta, iii. 32. 



C. 

Cacoethes, vii. 52. 
Cacus, V. 125. 
Cadurco, vi. 536. 
Csditio, xvi. 46. 
Csditius, xiii. 197. 
Cssare, vii. 1. 
CiBsaris, iv. 51. v. 4. vi. 
337.x.86.330.xii.l06. 
Cssariem, xiii. 165. 
Cssonia, vi. 615. 
Caiets, xiv. 87. 
Calendis, ix.53. 



Calliope, iv. 34. 
Calpe, xiv.279. 
Calvins, iii. 133. 
Calvine, xiii. 5. 
Camerinos, vii. 90. 
Camerinus, viii. 38. 
Cammarus, v. 84. 
Camoenas, vii. 2. 
Camoenis, iii. 16. 
Campania, x. 283. 
Cannarum, x. 165.xi.l98. 
Cannis, ii. 155. vii. 163. 
Canopi, i. 26. 
Canopo, vi. 84. xv. 46. 
Cantaber, xv. 108. 
Cantabit vacuus, x. 22. 
Canusinam, vi. 149. 
Capella, v. 165. 
Capenam, iii. 11. 
Capito, viii. 93. 
CapitoIia,v.65.xiv.91. 
Capitolinam, vi. 386. 
Capitolinis, ii. 145. 
Cappadoces, vii. 15. 
Capreis, x. 72. 
Cardiaco, v. 32. 
Carfinia, ii. 69. 
Carpathium, xiv. 278. 
Carpophoro, vL 198. 
Carrinatis, vii. 205. 
Carthagine, vi. 170. x. . 

277. 
Carus, i. 36. 
Cassandra, x. 262. 
Casii, V. 37. 
Castora, xii. 34. 
Castore, xiii. 152. 
Catiens, iii. 133. 
Catilina, ii. 27. viii. 331. 

x. 288. 
Catilinam, xiv. 41. 
Catinensi, viii. 16. 
Cato, ii. 40. 
Catonem, xi. 90. 
Cattis^ iv. 147. 
Catulis, ii. 146. 
Catulla, X.322. 
CatuUam, ii. 49. 
Catulli,viii.l86.xiii.lll. 
Catullo, iv. 113. xii. 29. 
Catullus, xii. 37. 93. 
Catulus, iii. 30. 
Cecropiam, ii. 92. 
Cecropis, vi. 186. 
Celsno, viii. 130. 
Celso, vi. 244. 
Centone^ vi. 121. 
Centronius, xiv. 86. 92. 
Cercopitheci, xv. 4. 
Cererem, iii. 320. ix. 24. 
Cereris, vi.50. x. 112. xiv. 

219. 263. XV. 141. 
Ceroma, vi. 145. 
Ceromatico, iii. 68. 
CervinaSeuectu8,xiv.251. 



Cesennia, vi. 135. 
Cethegi, viii. 231. 
Cethegum, ii. 27, 
Cethegus, x. 287. 
Chsrippe, viii. 96. 
Chaldsis, vi. 552. 
Chaldso, X. 94. 
Charybdi, xv. 17. 
Charybdim, v. 102. 
Chironomon, vi. G3. 
Chironomonta, v. 121. 
Chirographa, xiii. 137. 

xvi. 41. 
Chionem, iii. 136. 
Charon, ii. 150, n. 
Chiron,iij.205.vii.212,n. 
Chrysippi, ii. 5. 
Chrysogonum, vi. 74. 
Chrysogonus, vii. 176. 
Ciceronem, vii.214. 
Ciceroni. vii. 139. 
Ciceronis, v. 114. 
Cilicis, iv. 121. 
Cilicum, viii. 94. 
Cimbri, XV. 124. 
Cimbros, viii.249.251. 
Circsis, iv. 140. 
Circenses, x. 81. 
Circensibus, iii. 223. 
Circes, xv. 21. xi. 53. 
Cirrhsi, xiii. 79. 
Claudius, v. 147. vi. 115. 

xiv.330. 
Cleanthes, ii. 7. 
Clelia, viii. 265, n. 
Cleopatra, ii. 109. 
Clio, vii. 7. 
Clitumni, xii. 13. 
Clodius, ii. 27. vi. 344. 
Clotho, ix. 135. 
Cluviam, ii. 49. 
Cluvienus, i. 80. 
Clytemnestram, vi. 655. 
Coa, viii. 101. 
Cocles, viii. 264. 
Coctona, iii. 83. 
Codri, i. 2. 
Codro, iii.203. 
Codrus, iii. 208. 
Collacia, vi. 306. 
Collina turre, vi. 290. 
CoUyria, vi. 578. 
Colosso, viii. 230. 
Commagenus, vi. 5^.. 
Conchylia, iii.81.viii.l01. 
Copti, XV. 28. 
Coranum, xvi. 54. 
Corbulo, iii. 251. 
Corcyrs, xv. 25. 
Corinthi nom. propr. viii. 

197. 
Corinthum, viii. 113. 
Coriths, viii. 62. 
Comelia, vi. 166. 
Coro, xiv. 268. 
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Corsica, v. 92. 
Corvine, xii. l. 93. 
CorriQum, viii. 5. 7. 
Corvinus, i, 108. 
Corybanta, v. 25. 
Corycia, xiv. 267. 
Corydon, ix. 102. 
Corymbos^ vi. 52, 
Cosmi, viii. 86. 
Cosso, X. 202. 
Cossum, iii. 184. 
Cossus, vii. 144. viii. 21. 
Cotta, V. 109. vii. 95. 
Cotytto, ii. 92. 
Crassos, x. 108. 
CremeriB, ii. 155. 
CrepereiuB, ix. 6. 
Cressa, x. 327. 
Cret», xiv.270. 
Cretice, ii. 67. 78. 
Creticus, viii. 38. 
Crispi, iv. 81. 
Crispine, iv. 24. 
Crispinum, iv. 14. 
Crispinus, i. 27. iv. 1. 108. 
Croesi, xiv. 328. 
Croesum, x.274. 
Cumis, iii. 2. 321. 
Curios, ii. 3. viii. 4. 
Curius, ii. 153. xi. 78. 
Curruca, vi. 275. 
Curtius, xi. 34. 
Curules sellas, x. 91. 
Cyane, viii. 162. 
Cyanes, xv. 20. 
Cybeles, ii.lll.xiv.263. 
Cyclada, vi. 562. 
Cyclopas, xv. 18. 
Cylindros, ii. 61. 
Cynici, xiv. 309. 
Cynicis, xiii. 122. 
Cynicos, xiii. 121. 
Cynthia, vi. 7. 
Cyrrhae, vii. 64. 



D. 

Dacicus, vi.204. 
Dacis, iv. 111. 
Dsedalus, iii. 25. 
Damasippe, viii. 185. 
Damasippus, viii. 147. 

151. 167. 
Decii, viii. 258. 
Deciorum, viii 254. xiv. 

239. 
Delphis, vi. 554. 
Demetrius, iii. 99. 
Democritus, x. 34. 
Demosthenis, x. 114. 
Deucalion, i.81. 
Diana, x. 292. 
Dianam, iii. 320. xv. 8. 
Dioraedeas, i. 53. 
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Diphilus, iii. 120. 
Dolabella, viii. 105. 
Dolphins pillars, vi. 589. 
Dorica, iv. 40. 
Dorida, iii. 94. 
Druso, iii. 238. 
Drusorum, viii. 40. 
Drusus, viii. 21. 



E. * 

Echion, vi. 76. 
ElectreB, viii. 218. 
Elisae, vi.434. 
Elpenora, xv. 22. 
Enceladi, vii. 215. 
Endymion, x. 318. 
Ennosigaeum, x. 182. 
Enthymema, vi. 449. 
Epicure, xiv.319. / 
Epicurum, xiii. 122. 
Ejsimenia, vii. 120. 
Erimanthus, iii. 120. 
Erinnys, vii. 68. 
Eriphylffi, vi. 654. 
Esquilias, iii, 71. v. 78. 
Etruscum, v. 164. 
Evandrum, xi. 61. 
Euganen, viii. 15. 
Euhoe, vii. 62. 
Eumenidum, xiv. 285. 
Euphranoris, iii. 217. 
Euphratem, i.l04.viii.51. 
Euro, xii.^. 
Europen, viii.34. 
Euryalum, vi, 81. 



F. 

Fabii, vi. 265. 
Fabiis, ii. 146. 
Fabios, viii. 191.xi.90. 
Fabius, vii. 95. viii. 14. 
Fabrateriae, iii. 224. 
Fabricio, iv. 129. 
Fabricios, xi. 91. 
Fabricius, ii. 154. 
FabricQs, ix. 142. 
FabuUa, ii. 68. 
Fessidium, xiii. 32. 
Ficedulas, xiv, 9. 
Fidenarum, x. 100. 
Fidenis, vi. 57. 
Flaccus, vii. 227. 
Flaminia, i. 171. 
Flaminiam, i. 61. 
Flavius, iv.37. 
Flora, ii. 49. 
FlonB, xiv. 262. 
Florali, vi. 249. 
Fonteio, xiii. 17. 
Forum, i. 128. vii. 132. 
Frameam, xiii.79. 



Frontonis, i. 12. 
Furie, xiii. 51. 
Fusci, xii. 45. 
Fuscina, ii. 143. 
Fuscine, xiv. 1. 
Fusco, xvi.46. 
Fuscus, iv. 112. 



G. 



Gabiis, iii. 192. vi. 56. 

vii. 4. 
Gabiorum, z. 100. 
Gadibus, x. 1. 
Gaditana, xi. 162. 
Gaetula, x.l58.xiv.278. 
Gaetulum, v. 59. 
Gaetulus, v. 53. xi. 140. 
Galba, v. 4. viii. 222. 
Galbam, ii. 104. viii. 5. 
Galbana, ii.97. 
Galla, i. 125-6. 
Galle, xvi. 1. 
Galli, viii. 176. ix. 30. 
Gallia, vii. 16. 148. xv. 

111. 
Gallicus, viii. 116. xiii. 

157. 
Gallinaria, iii. 307. 
Gallis, xi. 113. 
Gallita, xii. 99. 
Gallit», xii. 113. 
Gangem, x.2. 
Ganymedem, v. 59, ix.22. 
Gaurana, viii. 86. 
Gaurus, ix. 57. 
Geometres, iii. 76. 
Germani, xiii. 164. 
Germanicus, vi.204. 
Geticis, v. 50. 
Getulice, viii. 26. 
Gillo, i. 40. 
Glaphyrus, yi. 77. 
Gorgone, xii. 4. 
Gorgonei, iii. 118. 
Gracchi, ii. 143. 
Graccho, viii. 210. 
Gracchorum, vi. 167. 
Gracchos, ii. 24. 
Gracchum, viii.201. 
GracchuSj ii. 117. 
Gradive, ii. 128. 
Gradivus, xiii. U3. 
Graecam, iii. 61. 
Graece, vi. 186. 190-2. 
Graecia, x. 174. xiv.240. 
Graecis, vi. 16. xiv. 89. 
Graecorum, iii. 114. 
Graecos, iii.206^ 
Graecula, vi. 185. 
Graeculus, iii. 78. 
Graiae, viii.226. 
Graias, xi. 100. xv. 110. 
Graius, x. 138. 
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Grammatici, vi. 437. 
GrammaticuB, iii.76. vii. 

216. 
Grassator, iii. 305. 
Gurgitis, vi. 265. 
Gyars, x. 170. 
Gyaris, i. 73. 
Gymnasia, iii. 115. 
Gypso, ii. 4. 



H. 

Hffimo. iii. 99. 
Hamillus, x. 224. 
Haruspex, vi. 396. 549. 
Haruspice, ii. 121. 
Hecatomben, xii. 101. 
Hectore, x.259. 
Hedymeles, vi. 382. 
Heliadum, v. 38, 
Heliodorus, vi.372. 
Helvidius, v. 36. 
Helvinam, iii. 320. 
Heracleas, i. 52. 
Hercule, v. 125. 
HercuIeo,viii.l4. xiv.280. 
Herculeos, xiii. 82. 
Herculis, ii. 20. iii. 89. x. 

361. xiii. 43. 151. xiv. 

90. 
Hermae, viii. 53. 
Hernia, vi. 325. 
Hernicus, xiv. 180. 
Hesperidum, xiv. 114. 
Hiarbs, v. 45. 
Hippia. vi.82. 104. 114. 

X. 220. 322. 
Hippo, ii. 50. 
Hippolyto, X. 325. 
Hippomanes, vi. 132. 
Hipponam, viii. 157. 
Hirpini, viii. 63. 
Hirrus, x. 222. 
Hirundinis, x. 231. 
Hispania, viii. 116. x.l51« 
HispuIIa, vi. 74. 
Hispulla, xii. 11. 
Hister, ii. 58. 
Homericus, xiii. 113. 
Homero, vii. 38. x. 246. 

XV. 69. 
Homerum, vi. 436. 
Horatius, vii. 62. 
Hyacinthos, vi. 110. 
Hydri, vii.70. 
Hylas, i. 164. 
Hymetto, xiii. 185. 
Hyperboreum, vi. 469. 



I. 

Jane, vi. 393. 
Janum, vii. 385. 



lason, vi. 152. 
laspis, V. 42. 
Iberins, vi. 53, 
Ibin, XV. 3. 
Ictericae, vi. 564. 
Idsi, iii. 138. 
Idsis, xiii. 41. 
Idsum, xi. 192. 
Idumss, viii. 160. 
Iliacus, xiii. 43. 
Iliados, xi. 178. 
Iliadum, x. 261. 
Illyricum, viii. 117. 
Indus, vi. 584. xi. 125. 
lo, vi.525. 
lonium, vi. 93. 
Jove, vi. 16. 
Jovem, xii. 89. 
Jovi, xii. 6. 
Jovis, viii. 156. x. 38. 

268. xiv.81.271. 
IpUigenia, xii. 119. 
Tss, iii. 74. 
Isiacs, vi. 488. 
Iside, xii. 28. 
Isidis, vi. 528. ix. 22. 
Isis, xiii. 93. 
Istro, viii. 170. 
Istrura, xii. 111. 
Italis, iii. 171. 
Italium, X. 154. xii. 78. 
Ithacum, x. 257. xiv.287. 
Ithacus, XV. 26. 
Judsa, yi. 542. 
Judsi, vi. 543. 
Jndaicum, xiv. 101. 
luli, viii. 42. 
Julia, ii.32.37. 
Julius, ii. 70. 
lulo, xii. 70. 
Junio, XV. 27. 
Juno, vi. 618. xiii. 40. 
Junonem, ii. 98. 
Junoni, vi. 48. 
Junonis, vii.32. 
Jupiter, V. 79. vi. 59. 
Jui>iter, X. 188. xi. 116. 

xiii. 41.114. 
Juverns, ii. 160. 
Ixion, xiii. 51, n. 



L. 

Lacedsmonium, xi. 173. 
Lacerts, vii. 1 14. 
Lachesi, iii. 27. 
Lachesis, ix. 136. 
Ladas, xiii. 97. 
Lslius, xiv. 195. 
Lsstrigonas, xv. 18. 
Lagij vi. 83. 
Lamiarum, iv.l54.vi«384. 
Laomedontiades, vi. 325. 
Lappa, vii. 72. 



Laronia, ii. 36. 65. 
Lateranorum, x. 17. 
Latiis, ii. 127. xi. 115. 
Latina, i. 171. viii. 256« 
Latins, v. 55. 
Latinas, vi. 286. 
Latine, vi. 187. xi. 148. 
Latini, vi. 44. 
Latino, i. 36. vi. 636. 
Latio, xii. 103. 
Latona, x. 292. 
Latons, vi. 175. 
Laufella, vi.319.ix. 117. 
Lavino, xii. 71. 
Laurenti, i. 107. 
Laureolum, viii. 187. 
Ledam, vi. 63. 
Lenas, v. 98. 
Lentule, vi. 80. 
Lentulus, vii.95. viii. 187. 

X.287. 
Lepidi, vi. 264. 
Lepidis, viii. 9. 
Leucade, viii. 241. 
Libitinam, xii. 122. 
Liburno, iii. 240. iv. 75. 
Liburnus, vi. 476. 
Libya, xi.25. 
Libya, vi. 119. 
Licinis, i. 109. 
Licinus, xiv. 306. 
Ligustica, iii. 257. 
Liparsa, xiii. 45. 
Locusta, i. 71. 
Longinum, x. 16. 
Lucanos, viii. 180. 
Lucanus, vii. 79. 
Luciferi, viii. 12. 
Lucifero, xiii. 158. 
Lucilius, i. 165. 
Lucretia, x.^3. 
Lucrinum, iv, 141. 
Lugdunensem, i. 44. 
Luperco, ii. 142. 
Lyciss, vi. 123. 
Lycius, xi. 147. 
Lyde, ii. 141. 



M. 

Machsrs, vii. 9. 
Maculonus, vii. 40. 
Msnades, vi. 316. 
Msotica, iv. 42. 
Msvia, i. 22. 
Magus, iii. 77. 
Mamercorum, viii. 192. 
Mandrs, iii. 237. 
Manilia, vi.242. 
Marcellis, ii. 145. 
Marius, i. 49. 
Maronem, vi. 435. 
Maroni, vii. 227. 
Maronis, xi. 178. 
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M&n, vi.£0. iiv.261. 


N. 


Pacuvio, liL 125. 


JUaraos, iii, 168. 




Pacuvium, lu. 112. 


MkiMU, liv. laO. 


NabathEO, il. 126. 


PMurio», lii. 128. 


Manya, ix.2. 
Msrti, xvi. 6. ii.31. 


Nasvole, ii. 1. 91. 


r»an. vi. 171. 173. 


Narci>«, iiv.329. 


Palemon, vii.319. 


MartiB, 18. ii. I01.z>83. 


Nalta, viiL95. 


Pal»monii. vL 451. vii 


314. ui>.79. 


Neptuue, xiiLBl. 


215. 


Mbu«, i. 35. 


Nepluni, liii. 152. 


Falauno, ri. 117. 




Mero, viii. 223. x. 30B jii. 


Palfurio, iv. 63. 
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PallaDte, i. 109. 


Matho, vii.l29.)i 34. 


Neroue, viil.72.l93. 


Pausa, viiL9S. 


Mitbonis, 1. 32, 


N«ron«m. vii).170. 
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Saturnia, ii. 59. 
Saturnum, v. 50. 
Satyri, V. 123. 
Scloppo, V. 13. 
Scombros, i. 43. 
Siculi, iii. 39. 
Siliquis, iii. 55. 
Sis pro Si vis, i. 109. 
Socratico, v. 37. 
Solones, iii. 79. 
Staio, ii. 19. 22. 
Stoicus, V. 86. 
Surrentina, iii.93. 



T. 

Tadius, vi. 66. 
Thusco, iii. 28. 
Thuscum, ii. 60. 
Thyests, v. 8. 
Thynni, v. 183. 
Tiberino, ii. 15. 
Titos, i. 20. 
Troiades, i. 4. 
Tyrannos, iii. 35. 



V. 

Vectidi, iv. 25. 
Veientanum, v. 147. 
Velina, v. 73. 
Veiieri, ii. 70. 
Vestales, ii. 60. 
Viatica, v. 65. 
Vindicta, v. 88. 125. 
Virbi, vi. 56. 
Vulfenius, v. 190. 



FINIS 



VINCLNT, l>RlNTE1t. OXFORD. 
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